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EDITORIAL

Issue No. 74 Winter 2016

 You will receive this issue of Torque slightly later than usual as it was delayed 
by us producing a particularly big Society Journal for 2016 (64 pages), but at least 
Torque No.74 will not have been caught up in the Christmas post.  AB Print Ltd 
have been very accommodating and arranged for it to be printed over the Christmas 
holiday.
 Enclosed with this issue is an entry form for our 2017 Gathering.  After two 
consecutive years in Leyland it’s time to hold the rally at a venue which is further 
south, so this time it’s in east Bedfordshire, at Old Warden Aerodrome, the home of 
The Shuttleworth Collection.  This is a very impressive collection of elderly aircraft, 
most of which are kept in flying condition and are used regularly.  If you’ve not 
already visited Old Warden, you won’t be disappointed as there’s plenty to see and 
also a very good café.
 You may have noticed that in the last few issues of Torque, also the Journal, 
there is a higher proportion of photographs which come from the British Commercial 
Vehicle Museum and which previously came from the Photographic Department of 
Leyland Motors, latterly run by Ron Hall.  The availability of using the photographs 
from the glass plate negatives has been made possible by the work the Leyland 
Society is doing in scanning and digitising these negatives.  This is being done by 
using some of the funds which we have allocated to our Archive Fund, mainly arising 
from specific donations for this purpose and using our receipts of Gift Aid each year, 
without which the activity could not be done.  This also helps the BCVM, which 
doesn’t have the volunteer manpower to carry out this level of scanning, so we all 
gain from being able to use and to see photographs from this magnificent collection.
 It is good that a number of items of new material have come in this time and 
a few have been held over, including some more fire engine articles from Simon 
Ryan.  As you will see from the Russian article in this issue, some develop as the 
magazine is being put together and, with further instant research, 
grow from just an email to a seven page article – it’s all good 
fun!
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LEYLAND SOCIETY AGM   
(Sunday 27th November, 2016)

 We held the 2016 AGM at the Museum 
of Transport in Coventry, with 15 
members present and a few visitors.  The 
formal business was completed fairly 
quickly and after this there followed an 
excellent talk given by Bill Pitcher who 
had served 47 years at ‘Leyland’, as 
mentioned in his article in the last issue 
of Torque.  He started work in the BX 
Assembly Shop, later working on back 
axles in the Comet Shop, then in the 
old Engine Shop, and later in Spurrier 
Works.  After ‘Black Friday’ in 1993 
there was a big clear out in Spurrier 
Works and he noticed a large number 
of drawings being dumped into a skip.  
These he managed to rescue, only to find 
that they included drawings for proposed 
lorry cab designs, original sketches and 
paintings by some very famous names – 
Ogle Design, Studio Michelotti (Torino) 
and others.  Three of them are shown here 
in black and white, designs that never 
materialised as trucks – you may say 
“thank goodness” or even “very nice”, 
but it is good that they have survived for 
posterity and they certainly entertained 
us all at the AGM.  It’s a shame that 
many of you missed seeing them!

ENCOURAGING  NEW  MEMBERSHIP
 We have a vacancy for a Facebook / Twitter / YouTube administrator.  As good 
as your Committee members may be, none of us have any experience in supervising 
any of these accounts.  So with this in mind we are determined to take the somewhat 
bold step to venture into the world of social media.   We feel sure that some of our 
members have a reasonable working knowledge of one or other of these sites and 
may be willing to supervise a site on behalf of the Society.
Perhaps you could persuade a grandchild to assist you in this venture?  It would 
require a degree of dedication with the primary aim of encouraging new, younger 
members.  Youngsters seem to have a language of their own; this would be the 
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ideal opportunity to create an interface aimed at those with an interest in Leyland 
Commercial vehicles and possibly even widen the scope to include all those made 
in Leyland.
 In the first instance, we would like to hear from any member who would like 
to take on the role of “administrator” or someone who knows of a suitably qualified 
young relative they could supervise in the role of Social Media correspondent so, 
please get in contact by any means at your disposal.
 The job would require reviewing entries on the site on a daily basis, 
answering or referring comments or questions to those more able to provide the 
information required.   Simple?   I certainly hope so, or at least hope it is well within 
an enthusiast’s capabilities.    I look forward to hearing from several of you as soon 
as possible  -  David Berry, Chairman

LEYLAND  GATHERING  -  SUNDAY 9th JULY 2017
 We are pleased to announce that we have arranged with the Shuttleworth 
Trust to hold our 2017 Leyland Society Gathering on Sunday 9th July at Old Warden 
Aerodrome which is located near Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 9EP.  The site is 
an operational airfield but also the home of the well-known Shuttleworth Collection 
of vintage aircraft, many of which are maintained in flying condition.  In addition to 
aircraft on display and flying, visitors can tour the six comprehensive hangers where 
aircraft from the collection are kept, some undergoing restoration or maintenance.  
There are also veteran  cars and commercials, particularly relevant to the history 
of the Shuttleworth family and their connection with Clayton & Shuttleworth.  
Alongside the airfield there is an extensive Swiss Garden which is an outstanding 
example of the Regency style of landscape gardens.
 The Aerodrome is approximately 2 miles west of the A1 near Biggleswade 
and is well signposted.  The recommended and easiest route for all vehicles is to 
take the B658 at the junction with the A1 Biggleswade By-pass and travel west 
to the airfield.  We do not recommend approaching the airfield in a large / high 
vehicle from the east as we have been advised there are some low bridges and other 
headroom restrictions on the approach roads.  
 The site has a large area of hard standing opposite the main hangers for 
our vehicle display and there is an excellent café where refreshments and meals 
can be purchased.  There is a charge to visit the Collection and Swiss Gardens but 
for our event we have negotiated a significant reduction to the normal entry price.  
The prices for Society members will be £10 for entry to the aerodrome and aircraft 
collection only, £6 for the Swiss Gardens only, or £14.50 for a combined ticket.  
Any additional entry tickets will have to be paid directly to the museum on arrival 
at the event.  Members attending the event will have to identify themselves to the 
Shuttleworth Trust staff to obtain the reduced ticket prices.  As we no longer issue 
membership cards, we will be providing vouchers for the use of members and will 
send these with future editions of Leyland Torque and these can be used towards the 
purchase of tickets on the day.  With each vehicle entry, the Trust has kindly offered 
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to provide two combined entry tickets free of charge, any additional tickets can be 
purchased at the discounted rate on arrival.  Overnight parking will be available on 
Saturday and Sunday nights if required so please complete the relevant section on 
your entry form if you wish to leave your vehicle on the site overnight.
 We hope that this new venue, in a more southerly location will permit owners 
of slower vehicles, or those who do not wish to drive up to Leyland, the opportunity 
to attend our annual Gathering.  We look forward to seeing some new faces and 
vehicles at the event as well as meeting our regular visitors.  If any members have 
friends or relatives who own a Leyland please pass on details of the event and 
encourage them to attend.  All Leylands will be extended a warm welcome.
 We appreciate that many of you will probably not yet have thought which 
events to attend in 2017 but if you could return your entry forms as early as possible 
that would assist our planning of the event.  Please include up to date contact details 
on your entry form so that in the event of any last minute changes we are able to 
contact you.  If you have an e-mail address, include it on your entry form.  Please be 
assured we will only use e-mail addresses in relation to the Gathering and not for any 
other purpose.
 Do come and support this event: you will be surprised as to just how much 
there is to see at Shuttleworth.  There are probably more working elderly aircraft 
than you could see anywhere else in the whole World.  There will be three elderly 
Leyland buses dating from 1913-1923 in operation, giving rides, all three having 
previously been restored by and in the collection of Mike Sutcliffe, now passed over 
to the Shuttleworth Collection to ensure their long term survival.      

OUR NEW WEBSITE
 For some time now the Society website has been looking a little tired and in 
order to spruce it up we have a ‘What might have been’ photo section displaying 
some of the pictures our guest speaker, Bill Pitcher brought to the AGM.
 A completely revised sales page showing all the badges available with some 
special offers for bulk purchasers.  The clothing section has been simplified with 
prices that include post and packing and introducing the service of payment by 
Paypal.  The regular features, sales and wants, the Gathering, pictures and links to 
other sites will continue.
 A request for a Social Media manager will be one attempt to get to grips with 
a potential younger element to the membership - do you know of someone suitable?  
Take a look at The Leyland Society website to see if you can contribute something 
of interest.  Just drop David Berry an email and get involved.

NARTM
 NARTM stands for the National Association of Road Transport Museums, 
an umbrella body which looks after the interests of and gives advice to about 
100 members.   Most members are museums of various sizes, also larger private 
collections or societies with a commercial vehicle interest, like our own, and the 
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Leyland Society is a member.  If you haven’t previously visited the NARTM website 
please take a look at it.  Members of the Leyland Society can access the NARTM 
Members area by entering our User Name:  nartm2010  and our Password:  national  
(all lower case).  This is for our own use only, as members of the Leyland Society. 

RECENT  BOOKS
 There have recently been some new books published which give good 
coverage of Leyland fleets.  These include:
Sam’l Eynon & Sons (Trimsaran & District), by Vernon Morgan
 This book is in a similar format to Vernon Morgan’s book on James, 
Ammanford and is a very welcome addition to the history of buses in South Wales, 
an area which has been somewhat neglected for fleet histories and photographs of 
earlier vehicles of some fleets.  There were many Leylands in the Eynon fleet and 
these are well covered.

PSV Circle Historic Journal, 2016 Issue 3 (Sept 2016)
 Fleet histories of two more Welsh independents are covered in this booklet, 
being Rees & Williams (Tycroes & District) and West Wales Motors, both operating 
interesting Leylands in these well known fleets.
Birmingham’s Blue & Cream Buses, by Malcolm Keeley
 We don’t have much room here but I wanted to mention both of these as they 
are good quality productions and welcome additions to the bookshelf.

Eynon's Leyland Tiger TS2 (not TS1 as in the book), TH 804, with C9, BX 6996 behind.    
              (OS – Roy Marshall collection)
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50 YEARS WITH LEYLAND TRUCKS
Ceremony marks long-service spanning half a century

 Leyland Trucks has been a large employer to the town of Leyland and the 
surrounding area since 1896.  It is very common for generations to work here in 
succession and we currently have fifth generations with us.  Leyland has a long 
tradition of recognising that level of commitment and historically has marked the 25th 
and 40th anniversaries with traditional gifts;  some employees have a gold watch, as 
I do.  In recent years we have started to recognise service in other ways too; we now 
include 50 years of service in our traditional gift award scheme as our employees 
stay with us longer these days.  We also recognise service in 5 year increments from 
5 to 50 years, separately from the traditional recognition.
 During September some Leyland Trucks’ staff celebrated a lifetime with the 
company, marking 50 years service at a gala dinner.  Senior management led the 
celebrations as the group of employees marked the occasion, three of whom were 
celebrating their golden work-anniversary after joining the company in 1966.  The 
event, held at the Park Hall Hotel in Chorley, paid tribute to a further 45 members of 

staff, all of whom have worked for the company 
for 40 years, as well as three employees who 
were marking 25 years’ service.

Above – John Brown receiving 50 
year awards from Bryan Sitko.



Winter 2016 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 74 7

 Bryan Sitko, Managing Director at Leyland Trucks, said: “While it has been 
common to mark 25 and even 40 years’ employment, the 50 years’ service award is a 
more recent addition, as more employees reach this milestone.”  He said “It is a true 
honour to present these awards each year, and even more of a privilege now we are 
able to thank people who have been with us for 50 years.  The ceremony highlights 
the commitment each member of staff makes to Leyland Trucks; choosing to work 
with us throughout their career, and we as a company are incredibly grateful for each 
person’s long-standing contribution to our successes over the years.”
 The Leyland Trucks Long Service Awards are designed to thank members 
of the workforce for continued service, with each given traditional gifts at a private 
dinner and award ceremony, followed by an evening of entertainment open to all.  
John Brown (age 66) was one of the three employees marking 50 years of service, 
after joining Leyland Trucks in March 1966.  John started his career as an apprentice 
working in the company’s repair shop, where he worked for 20 years.  He then joined 
the factory team, and finally spent the last 10 years working in Prototype.  John, 
who retired earlier this year, said: “Even as an apprentice the job was always varied; 
we worked on buses, trucks, and even engines used in power stations, so we were 
always learning.  We machined everything, from building seats for buses to full truck 
gearboxes.  It was always something new and something that pushed us.  A highlight 
was taking trucks to test under extreme temperatures – we went to Sierra Nevada in 
Spain in the height of summer, and Sweden in winter where it was minus 43 degrees.  
We were always given lots of opportunities, and had lots of good times.”

The 25 year watch & 40 year clock.
 John is now enjoying his retirement, although he does miss his days at 
Leyland Trucks, especially his colleagues: “I made some great friends along the way 
and am still in touch with some of the apprentices who started work at the same time 
as me; great bunch of lads and great days -  I will miss the camaraderie.”
 45 of those celebrating at the dinner joined the company in August 1976, 
during a bumper year for apprentices, with 200 joining in a two-week period that 
summer.  Along with the Long-Service awards, Leyland Trucks also rewarded 
staff for service throughout their career, from five-years’ service onwards, in five-
year increments.  Awards are given out periodically at an informal lunch, specially 
arranged in the factory, in which the award recipient and their manager are invited to 
take part.  This year, 187 employees were given service awards, with their average 
working life 16.2 years.
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Lancashire Fire Purchases invests £1.9m in Euro 6 DAFs

 Lancashire Fire Service has invested £1.9 million in ten new Euro 6 DAF LF 
250 trucks to replace its long-serving DAF fleet.  The new Appliances will make the 
Service more efficient in terms of their performance and especially fuel efficiency.

   Two of the new fire engines will be based in East Lancashire, one at Bacup 
Fire Station and the others will spend six months in Burnley before transferring to 
Blackburn.

 The Head of Fleet and Engineering Services for the Fire Service, John 
Hargreaves said, “The DAF product is second-to-none.  We have been using 
DAFs since 1985 and see no reason to change now.  Our last fleet of LFs were 
tough, unfailing and very quick of the mark under blue lights and they performed 
flawlessly.”

A fleet of ten new DAF LF250 Euro6 fire appliances for Lancashire Fire Service
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 Pictured on
the cover of the last
issue of Torque we 
showed the Royal 
Tiger demonstra-
tor when new and 
we now understand 
that the livery was 
two blues and the 
interior was in blue 
trim.  Here it is 
again in its original 
condition together 
with a picture of 
it with Pennine  
Motor Services, 
Gargrave, now a 
much missed inde-
pendent operator.  
Note that the wind-
screen was rebuilt 
at some stage early 
in its life. 
 Out of inter-
est, the Yorkshire 
Woollen District 
Brush bodied Roy-
al Tigers, 693-6, 
734, all had wind-
screens like the 
original on MTC 
757.  The Yorkshire 
Traction and the 
Sunderland District 
ones were also the 
same.  It is believed 
that 734 was  the 
first production one 
as it appeared at the 
1950 Commercial 
Motor Show.   (GB)

(BCVMT  L041552)

(OS – Roy Marshall)

(Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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(an advertising slogan used regularly by Leyland Motors Ltd in the 1920s and 1930s)

FAMOUS BRAND NAMES – Part 2
 In the last feature of “Leyland Lorries for Loads” we showed some of the 
vehicles supplied by Leyland to companies that would be well known to most people, 
including world famous brands either from industry or for domestic consumption.  
This selection of photographs continues the theme and, once again, the majority of 
the vehicles featured are older models, but we have been able to find some more 
recent examples.  Gary Dwyer has selected the photographs, mainly from the BCVM 
archive, and prepared the captions.  We are also grateful to Malcolm Wilford who 
supplied chassis and line number information from his own records.

An unusual application for a Cub chassis and one that would probably not be allowed today 
as cigarette advertising is now very strictly controlled.  This SKZ1 chassis was fitted with a 
box van body as a mobile advertisement and possibly vending site for Park Drive cigarettes.  
The covered rear wheel arches enhance the smooth lines of the bodywork and the piece 
of paper in the front nearside window suggests the vehicle may be ready for delivery.  
CLC 900 was photographed on 27th August 1936 outside the office blocks at Ham Works, 
Kingston upon Thames.  These office buildings were at the side of the massive six-bay 
factory, originally built for aircraft manufacture, and had curved roofs to match the main 
building.                         (BCVMT L018251)
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An unregistered Badger TA4 with ‘hinged-sided and tarpaulin rail’ body, was new in July 
1930 to Andrews Liver Salt.  The photo was probably taken prior to being exhibited at a 
show judging by the label in the nearside windscreen.                             (BCVMT L008105)

Leyland introduced the model PHT (5 Ton Tractor) in conjunction with Carrimore for 
articulated lorries in the early 1920s, though this one for Pickfords was a lighter 4 Ton 
model based on a rebuilt RAF Type, one of ten bought in 1925.           (BCVMT  LPF1296)
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Outside the South Works Body Shop, is Hippo TSW4, chassis 1640 with ‘K’ type spoked 
wheels, in August 1932.  Registered VE 7741, it was allocated fleet number 10 in the livery 
of Bryant & May (t/a Swan Vestas), with a royal warrant on the door.   (BCVMT L011839)

Parkinson was the customer for this magnificent Beaver TSC7, chassis no. 2395, one of two 
in 1933. The unusual angle of the fuel filler required a notch in the body but filling looks 
like it could have been difficult!           (BCVMT L012844)
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Another Leyland Cub but this KZ1 was built for confectionary manufacturers Barker and 
Dobson in August 1937.   It was fitted with a box van body and had not been registered 
when this photograph was taken behind the factory at Ham Works.         (BCVMT L020079)

McVitie & Price, makers of digestive biscuits, took delivery of this Cub van, built on a 
passenger KP2 chassis, in 1933.  Registered AMG 210, it looks to have retractable steps 
between the doors leading to the roof but their purpose is not known.    (BCVMT L013129)



14 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 74    Winter 2016

Jacob’s  Biscuits were the customer for this Octopus 22.O1 with box van body.  It was 
registered KKD 741 and looks to have been working hard by the time this photograph was 
taken.  The location of the photograph is not known.                 (Peter Davies)

A Beaver tractor unit operated by Calor Gas making a delivery of propane in an exclusion 
zone set out by fire extinguishers.  The trailer has boxed mudguards connected to the centre 
of the wheel, the purpose of these straps is not known.        (BCVMT L069127)
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An Ergomatic cabbed Beaver 14BT.17R, chassis no. L242711, new to J. Lyons of London 
in October 1965, pulling a York alloy box van.  Whilst there is some advertising for their tea 
and coffee, the livery is very restrained but in keeping with the period.    (BCVMT L083437)

A Freighter 16-14 with special bodywork for multi-drop delivery work in service with 
Schweppes.  The design of the body lower the vehicle centre of gravity to make loading and 
unloading easier.  A replacement nearside step has been fitted.                       (Peter Davies)
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268. Titan TD2 demonstrators   
 John Burton of PSV Circle Convenors Group offers the following: The 
first Titan to be fitted with a Hydraulic Torque Converter “of experimental design” 
was TD1, CM 8072, of Birkenhead Corporation in late 1932 or early 1933.  It proved 
unsuitable and was replaced by a conventional gearbox.  There was TD2c, TJ 10, 
in 12/32 closely followed by Leyland TD2, TF 7310, in 2/33.  The TD2 Torque 
Converter ‘bragging rights’ thus lie with TJ 10.  
 The question of 
Leyland TD2 demonstrators 
is not readily answered.  Of 
the ten listed in ‘The Leyland 
Bus’:
TF 7310 was first registered 
1/32 and was a petrol engine 
demonstrator until converted 
to TD2c in 2/33 at which point 
it was loaned to Birmingham 
Corporation for evaluation (Bir-
mingham having experience of 
the Wilson pre-selector) return-
ing to Leyland in 5/34 (and fit-
ted with a conventional gearbox 
before sale by Leyland).  
TF 7211 (12/31-4/33), TF 7759 
(2/32-6/33) and TF 9947 (10/32-3/33) were demonstrators, all passing to County Motors, 
Stakeford, Northumberland on the second dates shown.  (More on these in the next issue 
– Ed.)
TF 7348 (1/32-11/32) possibly also a demonstrator, passed to D Lawson, Kirkintilloch 
in 11/32.
TF 9462, new in 8/32 with an oil engine.  It is recorded as a former demonstrator 
when acquired by Scout Motor Services, Preston 6/34 (do any photographs of this 
exist please, also of the following four?)
TF 9527 (9/32-11/32) seems to have passed directly to Hartley & Rhodes, Kippax. 
The next three were loans, until purchased by their respective operators (who 
received them direct from the factory) 
TF 9821 (12/32-10/33)  Bradford Corporation, 
TJ  10    (12/32-3/34)  Sheffield Corporation, 
TJ 1514 (5/33-10/33)  Newport Corporation.

This is thought to be TF 7310 in the South Works Body 
Shop, about to receive its top deck; another stands by 
the side.  No picture of the vehicle with Birmingham has 
yet come to light.             (BCVMT   L010473)
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TJ 10 in service in Sheffield, where the steep hills would be an extreme test for the Hydraulic 
Torque Converter.            (BCVMT  L013547)

TF 7310, after its spell at Birmingham, was refurbished and fitted with a conventional 
gearbox, then sold to James, Ammanford.                         (BCVMT  L015803)
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 Tony Hall states 
that TF 7310 was 
acquired by James, 
Ammanford, in 1935 
having been refurbished 
and converted to TD2 
specification before 
delivery.  It was sold in 
1945 to Williams Bros 
(Pioneer), Laugharne, 
then to S Eynon & 
Sons, Trimsaran (8/49) 
who had it rebuilt to 
L26/24R by Jeffries 
Commercial Motors, 

Swansea.  It was withdrawn for scrap in 9/56.   (It would be interesting if we could see 
photographs of all 10 ‘demonstrators’ – can you help?  Ed.)

277. Flat 12 Cylinder Engine
 Bruce MacPhee says – “I have never seen this before and know nothing 
about it but it looks like an O.350 and another of mirror image, with a sandwich 
section in between.  It would be interesting to see how they are geared together.  
Familiar points visible are the Simms SPE6A fuel pumps as fitted to Tiger Cub, with 
stop solenoids below the pneumatic governors and diaphragm automatic excess fuel 
devices at the drive end of the pumps, also the Glacier centrifugal oil filter which, I 
believe, was an Albion invention.”  So, who can add more on this please?

278. Leyland Mudguards
 Michael Plunkett asks why Southdown modified the front mudguards 
on all their Leyland Titan TD1s.  They originally fitted to the bulkhead as in this 
photograph of a Barrow Corporation TD1, but were altered to conform to Leyland’s 
later design (as per photograph of an LT2 Lion of J Hawthorn (Central), Stoke).  He 
suggests that this may have been to stop fitters using the bottom curve as a step – or 
did it just collect water and mud? 

TF 7310, now with Eynon, Trimsaran, having been rebuilt by 
Jeffries.                               (OS – Roy Marshall)

(BCVMT  L006274 & L009623)
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279. Railcar
 Further to 
the article in Jour-
nal No.18, it tran-
spires that Ley-
land built a further 
railcar chassis 
in 1946.  This 
was briefly docu-
mented in Torque 
No.38.  Was it 
built as a specu-
lative venture by 
Leyland or was 
the development 
at the request of a 
Railway company 
– if so which one?   
Did it progress be-
yond the chassis 
test stage (as in the 
photograph) and 
what was its ulti-
mate fate?  The two 
photographs shown 
here possibly show 
the same vehicle, 
the chassis in build 
(BCVMT  L030126) 
taken on 18/2/46 
and the later one on test (BCVMT  L031935) on 30/1/47.

280. Charles Alexander Fish Wagons
 John Dalzell has found a newspaper reference which suggests that Charles 
Alexander of Aberdeen based some of their lorries on Leyland Tiger chassis and 
used them on their route to Manchester.  No indication is given as to whether this 
was pre or post WW2.

281. Hypoid bevel double-reduction double-helical diff
 Bruce MacPhee asks – In April 1960, a hypoid bevel double-reduction 
double-helical diff was announced as an option for single-drive heavy goods models, 
fitting in the same axle casing as the existing 9 inch overhead worm unit, which had 
been the sole fitment from 1947;  at least one Beaver with this new unit survives in 
preservation.  
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 Leyland Motors’ Stokes Hall was built in 1965 as a Hall of Residence for 
Graduate Engineering Students at a cost of ¼ million pounds.  (Just for comparison, 
my first house was built in that year, a typical 3-bedroom semi, at a cost of £3250.  £250K 
was therefore a lot of money 51 years ago! – Ed.)  The official opening was on 17th 
September 1965, carried out by the then Prime Minister, Harold Wilson, OBE, MP.
 After reading the memories of Stokes Hall by David Corns in Torque No.72, 
I thought I would add my own recollections of my time there.  My interest in 
working for Leyland was sparked by seeing an advert by British Leyland in one 
of the national newspapers in 1975 with a list of potential positions throughout the 
company.  Included in the advert was mention of engineering student positions that 
worked in conjunction with a university course.  As I planned to go to university and 
had always been interested in buses and lorries and particularly Leylands, I wrote 
asking for details and was requested to attend for an interview.  The interviews took 
place over two days and included group exercises, individual interviews and some 
other personality and logic tests.  All of the interviewees stayed overnight in Stokes 
Hall of course and after the evening meal I took the opportunity to take a walk 
around Leyland town centre and investigate the location of the factories.  After the 
interviews were completed I received a letter saying they would have liked to have 
offered me a place on the course but I was one year too early so would I re-apply 
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next year.  Needless to say I reapplied the following year and the interview process 
was somewhat easier as I had prior knowledge of what was coming!  After the 
second interview, I was fortunate to be offered a position as an engineering student.  
My university course was termed a “thin sandwich” course which meant that I spent 
3 months at Leyland followed by three terms at University, a pattern that repeated 
over a 4 year period.  Other students were enrolled on “thick sandwich” courses 
which meant they spent a whole year at Leyland before going to university full time.  
In addition to the scheduled training time, we also returned to Leyland during the 
summer vacation period which allowed us to continue with our training as well as 
earn some money.
 I joined Leyland Truck & Bus in September 1976 as an engineering student.  
The company was recruiting so many graduates and students that all 100 rooms of 
Stokes Hall were occupied with the overflow staying in Beachfield House, on the 
opposite side of School Lane.  The basic layout of Stokes Hall was similar to that 
of Lancaster House with two “wings” either side of a central core.  The central 
area housed the dining room and library on the ground floor with the common/TV 
room, snooker and tennis tables on the second floor.  The main reception area was 
in the centre section where I believe there was an ornamental pond when originally 
opened.  The pond was removed at some stage, to be replaced by a rather bland 
area of parquet flooring but the old marble surround of the pond was still visible.  
The library was often used for training courses but more importantly contained an 
almost complete set of workshop manuals for every Leyland model, which I would 
guess were probably supplied directly by Technical Publications when they were 
published as most were brand new and still had the protective seals on them when 
opened!  Many a happy hour was spent reading how to repair every Leyland that you 
might ever dream of owning.  I believe these and many other books were donated to 
the BCVM when Stokes Hall closed.  The bedrooms were in the two wings and were 
arranged on two floors.  
 For a young engineer a major attraction was the heated workshop, but it 
was not until I met university students sponsored by other large organisations that 
I realised how much this facility was envied by others!  It was a large, separate 
building located at the rear of Stokes Hall, the main workshop area being accessed 
by a set of sliding doors at the rear.  Next to the main entrance was the door to the 
spray booth which had a fume extraction and compressed air system.  The main 
workshop area had space for around 12 cars in total, the back row often hosting long 
term restoration or repair projects.   Kit cars were popular at the time, often based 
on Triumph or Ford mechanical components which could readily be sourced from 
most scrap yards and quite a few kit cars were built by students in the garage.  (I 
remember that Ray Ashworth, the current MD of DAF Trucks in the UK, built a kit 
car in the garage which I believe he still owns today).  There were two inspection 
pits with overhead hoists for engine or major mechanical unit removal.  The pits 
were covered with multi-piece mesh frames for safety whilst moving cars but they 
were heavy and it took some time to replace them all.  Some people thought they 
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did not need to use them but were occasionally proved wrong when one corner of 
the car dropped into the pit!  The extraction of stricken cars from the pit became a 
practiced art and any request for assistance was often accompanied by obligatory 
hilarity!  Service tools such as pullers and spring compressors were available from 
the well-equipped tool cupboard as well as trolley jacks and a wheeled engine crane, 
commonly referred to as the “Iron Man”.  Technical advice on projects was provided 
through a Garage Advisor who was paid by the Company to attend for a minimum 
number of hours per week.  There was also a Garage Chairman elected from the 
students and graduates, his role being to oversee the garage and make sure that 
any necessary maintenance or supplies were requested from the relevant Leyland 
departments.  The Garage Chairman worked in conjunction with the Stokes Hall 
Chairman as part of the residents Committee who liaised with the management 
and organised social functions.  The names of Stokes Hall and Garage Chairmen 
were displayed on boards inside the main lobby area and as David stated, the list 
contained the names of many people who reached senior positions in the Company.  
I remember seeing the boards on display in the BCVM until relatively recently but 
I can’t remember if they are still there now.  Many happy hours were spent in the 
garage and I even managed to build and install my first bus diesel engine for a 
restoration project, unfortunately not a Leyland, during a summer holiday break!  
 As David indicated, the meals were very good even on a normal weekday, 
with breakfast and evening meal being of quite large proportions, all of which were 
cooked in the kitchen at the rear of the centre section.  One nightly ritual that was not 
to be missed was “brew time” at 9pm, when the garage would fall silent.  Available 
in the dining area were large pots of tea brewed in the kitchen, accompanied by 
large pieces of cake or sandwiches to keep you going until the lights were turned off 
(by a time switch) in the workshop at around 11pm if my memory is correct.    For 
those who were on shop floor placements starting at 7.30 the next morning, that was 
probably late enough although sometimes frustrating as the lights always went out at 
a critical time!
 Being effectively a hall of residence for students and graduates, there were 
often pranks played on each other.  Examples that come to mind, although I was not 
there at the time to witness them, are a mock car crash recreated around the large stone 
outside the front of Stokes Hall using scrap cars from the garage.  Another incident I 
heard about was when a mini was brought into the foyer whilst the overnight porter 
was away from his post.  Apparently the residents were in a lot of trouble after those 
two!    
 As David noted in his text, the graduate and student intakes declined in the 
1980s and Stokes Hall was used for other purposes.  The common room was large 
and had a small stage at one end which was used for presentations.  Two major events 
I remember were the Press launch of the new Technical Centre and also the Leyland 
Assembly Plant in the early 1980s.  New models were sometimes photographed 
in the parking area at the front of Stokes Hall as an alternative to other locations 
around the local area, presumably in conjunction with dealer presentations or press 
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briefings.  I also remember returning to Stokes Hall one evening after work to find 
one of the first Leyland Landmaster models parked in the garage.  Over the next 
few weeks the Technical Service department completely stripped the vehicle before 
reassembling it as part of the workshop manual preparation.  The size of the vehicle 
and parts meant it took up a lot of workshop space and complaints were made to the 
management about lack of prior notice, but to no avail!
          Stokes Hall was an impressive facility and undoubtedly a massive attraction 
for students and engineers to the Company.  Leyland even featured it in one of the 
publicity brochures on the Lancashire plants.  I still have that brochure and my 
Training Log Books as a memory of those good times.  As David recounted, Stokes 
Hall was demolished and replaced by a development of reasonably sized houses 
which was an indication of the overall size of the grounds.  I did visit the site just 
before demolition started (to pay my last respects!) and took some photos which I 
will share when I find them.  It was sad to see it in such a poor state of repair and 
after such a short life (28 years), but good to take one last look and remember the 
good times!

Pictures of the opening ceremony for Stokes Hall in 1965 with Harold Wilson and Donald 
Stokes.  Do you recognise any other individuals present?           (BCVMT  L080762/4/5/73)     

Pardon us for saying, but the above looks rather like a tombstone for Stokes Hall, erected 
28 years too early!  What a shame that the building didn't have a much longer life.



24 25A  CUB  ATTENDS  AN  UNUSUAL  RESCUE

This must surely be one of the most bazaar call-outs for this 1933 Leyland Cub FK1 pump escape, MV 4131 (chassis no.1051), belonging to Middlesex Fire Brigade in December 1946.  In appalling weather 
the Douglas Dakota DC3, belonging to Railway Air Services, failed to gain height at Northolt Aerodrome and crashed into the roofs of six semi-detached houses next to the aerodrome.  Amazingly it didn’t 
catch fire and there were no serious injuries.  The Cub was originally supplied to Finchley UDC.              (Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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Thanks to John Bennett, Colin Bull, Maurice Doggett, Mike Fenton, Richard Gadsby, Peter 
Greaves, Harold Peers, Jasper Pettie, Michael Plunkett, Mike Sutcliffe and Ron Thomas.

Tantivy, Jersey,  Leyland Cheetah LZ2, J 6798 (ex-Littlewoods 
DKB 809) (Torque No.72)

 Jasper Pettie raised an 
interesting point about the rebodying 
of DKB 809, later re-registered J 6798 
for Tantivy, Jersey, with the 1935 
Alexander body from Alexander’s 
WG 3441, a Tiger TS7.  However, 
J 6798 was a Cheetah LZ2 and 
Cheetahs, like Lions, had shorter 
bonnets by roughly six inches than 

TS7s, which would have required shortening the cab to fit – there seems to be no 
evidence of this from the photograph! 
 Unfortunately the only photograph of WG 3441 available at the moment 
is this head on view, but a comparison with WG 3451 from the same batch shows 
that the side windows were quite different: seven large side windows and no small 

rearmost window compared to the six large windows and a small rearmost window 
of J 6798.  All of this makes it quite clear that the body fitted in 1945 did not come 
from Alexander’s WG 3441 and its origin is still unknown.   

(J Pettie collection)

(SJ Brown collection)
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Hill, Tredegar, Leyland Tiger or Lion?  WN 3127 (Torque No.73)
 Mike Fenton says that WN 3127 was supposedly Leyland Tiger TS2 60973, 
new in 1930 to Harris, Morriston.  However, the front (in Torque No.73) looks 
remarkably like the Short body of 1931 Tiger GN 7104  on page 20 of Journal No.16.  
Whether WN 3127 was rebodied with one of those bodies, second hand, or whether 
it was a registration swap is unclear.  Mike thinks the latter is the more likely, but 
Michael Plunkett thinks that the body is BEF style but with a deeper waistband and 
could be by Brush or ECOC.
           Further information about HL 9070, seen in the foreground, is that it was 
Leyland Tiger TS8c, 301090, Roe B32F new to West Riding in 3/39.  Withdrawn 
in 1949 it went to Morrell (dealer), Leeds 12/49, Hill, Tredegar 3/51 and then to 
Rossmore Bus Co., Sandbanks, Dorset in 12/55.  

Leewoolin Clothes, Leyland Tiger TS6, AKH 777 (Torque No.73)
 This was new to East 
Yorkshire (289) with an English 
Electric C31R body in 3/35.  
The majority believe that it was 
a Tiger TS7 (confirmed by LML 
sales records), ch. no. 6518, 
one of a batch (287-9).  As can 
be seen from a comparison 
of these earlier photographs, 
additional window pillars were 
fitted when with East Yorkshire 

to rectify a weakness in the bodies.  It was withdrawn in 1950 going to North (dealer) 
Leeds in 11/50 who sold it to 
Woodcock, Heskin 3/51.  It 
then went to Neasham Motor 
Services, Darlington 7/52, to 
West Aukland Clothing Co. 
t/a Leewoolin Clothes (as seen 
in the last issue) and finally to 
Golightly & Son who owned 
it from 3/54 to 12/57.

(OS collection,  Mike Sutcliffe 
collection)

Towler, Liverpool, Leyland Lion or Tiger?  CK 4535 (Torque No.73)
 Now here is another complicated case.  CK 4535 is recorded as Leyland Lion 
LT2 ch.no.51400 with a Leyland B30F body, new to Ribble in 1931.  It went to the 
WD 7/40 and was next recorded with Oldfield, Liverpool (t/a Personality Coaches), 
last licensed 7/54 and a lot could have happened in that time.  (Where Towler, 
Liverpool came into it I have not been able to discover.)  Obviously the body seen 
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when with Towlers is not the original and it seems to be agreed that it was by Martin, 
Kirkintilloch, from the mid-1930s, possibly fitted when it returned from the WD 
c1946/7.  
 It has been previously assumed that it had received a s/h Martin body from one 
of the six SN 71xx-registered 1936 Lawson TS7s when they were rebuilt/rebodied 
as double-deckers.  The problem is that CK 4535 was an LT2 Lion with 16ft 6in 
wheelbase, and the TS7s’ bodies would have been built to fit 17ft 6in wheelbase 
chassis.  Minor differences in style can also be seen compared to the Lawson TS7s.  
This all confirms that the assumption is wrong.
 An alternative suggestion is that the registration had ‘accidentally’ been 
transferred to a Tiger chassis at the end of the war and, if so, the source of the body 
as Lawson might still be correct.
J.Wood, Mirfield, Leyland Leopard, Q652 WWJ (Torque No.73)
 At last something uncomplicated.  Q652 WWJ was a Leopard PSU5C/4R 
7804677 with Alexander B41D body built as a demonstrator.  As such it went 

to Singapore in 
1979 registered 
SBS 6791.  It 
can be seen in 
its original state 
in this photo-
graph taken in 
Paul Sykes’ yard 
after its return 
from Singapore.  
It was sold to 
Wood 5/84, re-
built by Alexan-
der to B51F and 
r e - r e g i s t e r e d 
Q652 WWJ at 
this time.  It 
was rebodied 
with a Plaxton 
Derwent, B57F 
body in 5/92 
and then ran for 
a time on a uni-
versity service  
with Finglands, 
Manchester, re-
registered HIL 

7747.(Mike Fenton collection)
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NEW ITEMS
Green’s Motors, Haverfordwest, Leyland Titan TD5, CDE 782
 This is a bit of a mixture: the body looks like Leyland at the front but not at 
the back (utility?!), slider opening windows upstairs and half-drop downstairs.  It has 
had quite a few interactions with the local trees by the look of it.  What is its history?

(OS – Roy Marshall)
Greig’s Leyland Titan TD1, VA 8103
 I like this one.  It is neatly designed and has a ‘big company’ look about it.  
The fleet number R565 suggests that Greig’s was in fact a large company but it is one 
not known to me.

          
(Richard Gadsby collection) 
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Leyland Coach, Lion or Tiger TS1-3? JUB 109
 A mystery coach with an illegible name above the cab and odd-looking 
windows.  However, it has a Leeds registration and it is on its way to Leeds so 
it’s pretty certainly seen somewhere in the West Riding.  That’s another Leeds 
registration on the lorry by its side and a Wakefield one on that behind.

(OS – Roy Marshall)
Stevenson, Spath, (what is it?)  RF 8719
 I hope that nobody’s grandad helped to build this but I have to say I think it is 
rather oddly proportioned.  It has been modernised with a new radiator but what else 
can be said about it?

 
(Ken Blacker)
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 One of Leyland Motors’ greatest early successes with export orders came 
with the supply of 245 vehicles, mainly buses, to Russia over a 4½ year period, 
1924-29.  These have been described briefly before but further detailed research 
shows that there were many more than first thought.  Having received two sets of 
emails from Russia, with photographs, these have inspired me to delve into the 
General Manager’s Reports and Leyland sales records to see what I could find.
 The Leylands were purchased through an agency called ARCOS, the All 
Russian Co-operative Society Ltd, a trading company founded in 1920, based at Soviet 
House, 49 Moorgate, London, EC2.  This organisation was apparently disbanded at 
the end of June 1927, just after the final bus in the batch of 50 with Vickers bodies 
had been delivered, inspected and passed.  (Another address for ARCOS was given 
as 31/35 Wilson Street, EC2).  However, further orders were received later in 1928, 
again described as “ARCOS” in the GM’s reports, but none of them were entered 
in the General Overseas order book!  Hence the final 45 buses, probably built for 
Charkoff Municipality, were never counted in previous reports.  Incidentally, both 
Charkoff and Kharkov are mentioned in the Leyland records though Wikipedia tells 

us that Kharkiv (Kharkov) was the first capital 
of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
from December 1919 to January 1934, after 
which the capital relocated to Kiev.

Leyland GH7 Specials in service 
in Moscow around September 
1929.              (BCVMT L006905)
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 The first batch of 
eight buses was on Sales 
Order No.7428, dated 1st 
March 1924, at a price of 
£1647.6.0 each, described 
as model GH7.  They 
actually turned out to 
be GH6 Specials, with 
the usual long 15ft 10in 
wheelbase and with double 
reduction bevel driven 
back axles, usually used for 
goods models as opposed 
to the worm drive of the 
GH7 for the long wheelbase 

passenger model.  The bodies had a mixture of longitudinal seats at the front and 
a transverse seat at the rear in a sort of ‘snug’ area, with corner seats, as in the 
rear of my ‘White Rose’ SG7 bus.  The high price gives some indication of the 
extra equipment fitted, such as an engine-operated tyre inflator, and a saloon heating 
system taken from the exhaust – in a similar way to the first Tiger.  They had the 
normal right-hand drive but dual entrances on the same side to suit the Russian rules 
of the road.  Subsequent deliveries, at a price of £1938, were to a different design 
with the rear entrance right at the back and the front entrance moved forward.

One of the first batch of eight, on 1085 x 185 beaded edge 
pneumatics and clearly showing the hub caps associated 
with the bevel axle.                   (BCVMT  L002685)

Close-ups of the interior and exhaust heater on the GH6 Specials, also the Moscow Coat of 
Arms.                       (BCVMT  L002691/88) 

The rear of one of the second batch, with 
different body style built at Ham Works, now 
with 40 x 8 pneumatics.     
                      (BCVMT  L002994)
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September 1925, a GH7 Special in full sunshine prior to the arduous journey to Russia.                           
(BCVMT  L003367)

Various views of the GH7 Specials outside the depot, ready for service in Moscow.
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 The April 1926 GM’s report tells us that, after the 1924/25 deliveries, 
negotiations were taking place for an order for a further 100 buses.  Mr Bagdanoff 
of ARCOS was not happy about the initial deposit required by Leyland, so the order 
was reduced to 50.  At that time the Leyland Motors’ Body Shop was struggling 
to cope with the increasing level of orders and so it was decided to sub-contract 
the body building to Vickers.  Possibly later body orders also went to Vickers, 
particularly as the delivery dates of the last two batches (for Charkoff ?) are not 
recorded.  It is known that some of the earlier batches had their bodies built at Ham 
Works, Kingston.

 In July 1925 two 
models were sent 
to Russia for trials, 
possibly with the 
Russian army – a 4 
Ton GH2 with Heavy 
Tender body and a 
prototype 2 Ton LA1, 
probably the one 
initially intended for 
the Indian Army.  A 
report came back in 
September to say that 
both vehicles had 

performed well and the LA1 was to be retained.  The LA1 was planned to be the 
goods version of the new “L” range (L = range, A = 2 Ton), with the passenger 
model to be the LA2 and called the Lynx.  The latter was re-named Leveret, and 
fitted with the ‘new car-type radiator’.
 A deputation from Moscow visited the Leyland factory in December 1925, with 
representatives from ARCOS, and they confirmed that the next order should proceed 
“along the usual lines” (presumably they had been offered the Lion, but continued with 
the GH7 Special, as they also did with later orders of what was a very outdated machine 

in 1928/29!)  Leyland 
Motors did however, 
persuade Moscow 
to take delivery of a 
Long Lion LSC3 in 
December 1928 but 
that in itself was within 
three months of the 
end of the LSC Lion 
production run, having 
been replaced by the 
LT1!

Probably this was the model LA1, originally intended for India, 
but it clearly impressed the authorities in Russia. 

(BCVMT  L003211)

The solitary Long Lion LSC3, with damage to the front 
mudguard, prior to delivery.           (BCVMT  L005559)
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 In Moscow a purpose-built garage was constructed in the shape of a parallelo-
gram.   It was commissioned and designed after Moscow City Council (MOSSOVET) 
received the first batch 
of eight 28-seat Ley-
land buses.  In a few 
years Moscow bought 
a total of 144 Leyland 
buses (177 in total in-
cluding other makes).  
The garage was a first 
implemented design 
of famous Russian 
avant-garde architect 
Konstantin Melnikov 
and engineer Vladimir 
Shukhov.  It was built 
from 1926 to 1928 
and the layout was de-
signed for easy access, 
also to prevent the need 
for too much reversing.  
(There was a rumour 
that the reason for this 
was that the Leylands 
didn’t have a reverse 
gear, but that’s totally 
untrue! – Ed.)    The 
buses were maintained 
at the garage and there 
were apparently many 
body-swaps.
 

A plan view of the Melnikov Depot showing the ease of access 
for each bus together with two views of buses around the depot.
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In the early 2000s, the 
garage was totally refur-
bished and turned into a 
‘Centre of Contemporary 
Culture’, an art gallery, 
exhibition hall and muse-
um.  I was asked to go to 
the opening ceremony in 
June 2008 and they want-
ed to, all expenses paid, 
low-load/ship one of my 

Leyland RAF Type buses to Moscow for the four days of the opening celebrations.  
Unfortunately I had to decline as, two weeks later, I was due to low-load all eight of 
my early Leyland buses to Crich for the ‘Ten years of the Leyland Society’ and the 
100 year ‘birthday’ celebration of the oldest surviving British-built bus, my Leyland 
X Type.  Clearly this was the right decision as it was an excellent Leyland Society 
Gathering, but a great shame to miss the visit to Moscow!
 I would like to thank Nikolai Vassiliev, architecture historian, PhD; DOCO-
MOMO Russia; Secretary General, who has been preparing a lecture about the first 
Moscow bus garage, and who contacted The Leyland Society for information  –  he 
kindly sent us many of the accompanying photos. 

Melnikov Depot as it is now, converted into a museum.

Russian Oil Products 
initially bought petrol 
tankers through ARCOS 
though later they dealt 
direct.  This neat little 
tanker, no 1003, was a model 
A1, 2 Tonner, it probably 
had chassis 35721 and was 
signwritten for operation in 
the UK.  (BCVMT  L003362)

One of the later GH7 
Specials, decorated for an 
event, stands outside bay 
IV of the Melnikov Depot 
in Moscow.  The radiator 
is wrapped up to keep out 
the cold and no doubt the 
passengers appreciated 
the exhaust heater with a 
warm pipe going around the 
perimeter of the bus at floor 
level.
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LEYLANDS  SOLD  TO  RUSSIA  VIA  ARCOS,  1924-1929

Chassis nos. Model Body Type Delivered     Total     Operator
12904-9/45/6 GH6 Special Leyland B28D 6/24 8 Moscow
13151-66 GH7 Special Leyland B26?D 11-12/24 16 Moscow
13357-96 GH7 Special Leyland B26?D 5-7/25 40 Moscow
13400-09 GH7 Special Leyland B26?D 8/25 10 Moscow
13459-78 GH7 Special Leyland B26?D 5-8/25 20 Charkoff
13483-502 GH7 Special Leyland B26D 9-10/25 20 Moscow
13694-743 GH7 Special Vickers B26?D 2-6/27 50 Moscow
13920-52 GH7 Special Vickers ? B26?D 11-12/28 30 Charkoff ?  
13978-92 GH7 Special Vickers ? B26?D 1- 2/29 15 Charkoff ?       
     209
47572        Long Lion LSC3 Leyland BxxD 12/28 1 Moscow

Notes:
1 12904-9/45/6 were recorded incorrectly as GH7 but they had double reduction 

bevel driven axles and were therefore GH6 Special
2 The bodies on 13151-66 were built at Ham Works, Kingston, probably others too
3 There were 30 buses in the batch within chassis numbers 13920-52, the other 3 

are unknown
4 The last 45 (for Charkoff ?) were possibly delivered over a slightly longer time 

period than shown

Goods Vehicles in order number order                    

35150-52 A1, 2 Ton Leyland Frame sided 1/25 3 Customer unknown
     - GH2, 4 Ton Leyland Hinged sided - - Order cancelled
35168/69 A1, 2 Ton Leyland Frame sided 1/25 2 Customer unknown
35207/30 A1, 2 Ton Leyland Frame sided 1/25 2 Customer unknown
15375/76 PH4, 5 Ton Leyland 1000 gal Tank 2/25 2 Possibly for ROP?
18335-44/8-50 GH2, 4 Ton Chassis only 7-8/25 13 Customer unknown
18345/51/52 GH2, 4 Ton (pneu) Chassis only 8/25 3 Customer unknown
18353 GH2, 4 Ton Leyland 3-way Tip 9/25 1 Customer unknown
18354-56 GH2, 4 Ton Leyland WD type 8-9/25 3 Customer unknown
18375 GH2, 4 Ton Ld Heavy Tender 7/25 1 Customer unknown
40002 LA1 (pneu) Leyland Tender 7/25 1 Customer unknown 
35719/20 A1, 2 Ton Special Leyland 8/25 2 Russian Oil Products
35721/22 A1, 2 Ton Leyland Tank & Cab 9/25 2 Russian Oil Products
     35
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The Photograph Register says  –  23rd January 1932 “Duck Advert”
 This certainly is ‘Another Face of Leyland’ and something of a mystery, 
for Leyland Motors Ltd were neither covert poultry farmers nor suppliers of high 
class ready-meals.   So, was there a planned new vehicle badged Leyland ‘Duck’?   
Perhaps a squat, amphibious version of the Trojan?  We have no evidence, but we 
may conjecture that this is a special lunch for Mr. Liardet and his fellow directors 
to discuss the matter.  Helpings of duck will be small and, though a shelf carries 
bottles of Bass or Worthington and there are lashings of soda-water, there appear to 
be no glasses.  The contents of the decanter too will therefore be saved for another 
day unless it be passed around for ‘swigging’ – surely not!  Dessert must be those 
rather over-ripe bananas and generously the Canteen has provided half a loaf (which 
of course is ‘better than no bread’).  Hovis probably buys Beavers or Bisons to 
deliver those little loaves.  While chewing their duck the directors can look at the 
TS4 above the shelf of booze or perhaps admire the Chef’s attractive tea-towel 
apron emblazoned with the Firm’s name – a deterrent to theft by canteen staff of 
course, but what a splendid item to be re-created by the present Leyland Society 
sales department for offer at rallies and gatherings – with or without slices of duck!   

(BCVMT  L010658)
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 The Far North of New Zealand had so few metalled, all-weather roads in the 
1920s that the rest of the country regarded it as the “roadless” north.  The steep clay 
hills, high rainfall and lack of rock suitable for road metal made road construction 
difficult.  However, farm development could only proceed if access was built for 
road transport.
 Farmers relied on horses and carts until the arrival of the first Leyland to 
collect their cream.  The 3 ton Leyland Model C with the 30-32hp S3 engine and 

T3 type worm-
drive back axle 
cost £1075 in 1922.  
The old drivers 
described it as 
“easy to crank start 
with its magneto 
ignition”, but the 
solid rubber tyres 
were a problem 
on loose metalled 
roads, and hopeless 
on the clay side 
roads.  Although 

the collection of cream for the butter factory 
was seasonal, thus avoiding the winter wet, 
drivers always carried chains in case they lost 

Top – The Leyland Comet ‘Creamliner’

An early C Type 3 tonner, probably built a year or two before it was 
sold, as it has disc rear wheels.
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traction in wet weather.  In spring the roads were full of potholes and cream cans 
often bounced off, while in summer drivers had to suffer dust and corrugations.
 Regulations introduced in 1933 limiting axle loadings ruled out the use of 
heavier Leyland models, so a Mr Don Hudspith put a 6 cylinder side-valve petrol 
Leyland Cub 6-wheeler on the road.  Drivers reckoned it was ‘never cold for its first 
6 months’, carting the cream by day and timber during the night.  Sheep farming was 
expanding so the Leyland took 6 ton loads of wool to the port at Kerikeri, quite a feat 
with only 27.3hp (approximately 60bhp).
 Although overloading was 
common practice in those days, in reality 
it was limited by the weakness of the early 
pneumatic tyres.  The Cub had a single 
worm drive with a trailing axle mounted 
on swivelling arms.  The third axle allowed 
bigger loads but drivers complained that 
they got a lot of punctures on it.
 During the ’thirties, American Reo 
and Diamond T trucks became popular as they were faster and more comfortable 
to drive.  Very few new trucks got to New Zealand during the war and afterwards 
only war surplus Ford V8 and GMC vehicles became available.  Then in 1949 the 
patriotic New Zealand Government placed a 45% duty on all non-Commonwealth 
imports and the era of British trucks began.
 One of the pioneers of stock transport, Jim Nisbet, decided a Comet artic 
would make a fine cattle truck.  His 1950 P300 petrol tractor unit ran up a high 
mileage but was prone to burning exhaust valves so every winter he would ‘whip the 
head off and give it a valve grind - no problem’.

The Leyland Cub six-wheeler in service.

The Comet 90 articulated unit.
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 He then bought a new Comet tractor unit with the Leyland O.350 diesel, 
which became known as one of the most reliable engines of its time, and enhanced 
Leyland’s reputation.  The local sawmill had a Comet 90 diesel logger, which gave 
little trouble on county roads but on clay tracks in the bush with a 10ton Kauri log on 
‘the rear wheels sank  into the road and the diesel had so much torque in low gear that 
the crown wheel and pinion became chewed up metal’.  An Eaton 2-speed 16500 axle 
was tried but also failed. 
 During the 1950s, main roads were widened and tar sealed but the steep 
cambered winding, loose metal covered side roads were problematic for artics, 
which would lose traction and slide sideways into the ditch.  Livestock transporters 
then switched to trucks with drawbar trailers, which are still the practice today.
 The dairy industry was expanding, which called for bigger cream trucks.  
After disappointments with cheaper makes the Bay of Island Dairy Company put a 
1961 Comet to work.  It performed exceptionally well, ‘after 300,000 miles without 
the engine being touched, it only had a growl in the hub reduction’ and it was this 
truck that led to Leylands becoming the preferred engines at the Dairy Company.  
The Comet had a 6-speed gearbox, air over hydraulic brakes and pulled a 24-foot 
draw bar trailer at 23 ton gross over steep loosely metalled roads.  This was much 
more demanding work than it was ever designed for.  The design weakness of the 
LAD cab was that it was difficult to get in and out of, especially for the cream truck 
driver, who had to pull up alongside the cream stand outside each farmer’s front gate 
where he loaded up the full cans and dropped off clean empties.
 Bedford TK cabs were much more driver-friendly but the only way to make 
the Bedfords reliable was to fit the 400cu in Leyland engine with a 18802 Eaton 
differential for cream trucks with trailers and as tractor units with 2100 gal single 
axle semi-trailer milk tankers.
 By 1968 whole milk collection was expanding and the Dairy Companies 
splashed out with new Leyland Beaver tractor units to pull 2000 gal four-wheel 
trailers behind the 2100 gal semis, creating ‘A-trains’.  With the Ergomatic cab and 
O.680 diesel power these were the “flashiest” trucks around and cost $14,000 each.  
The Beavers were working hard, hauling 34 tons gross and the drivers needed all 
of the 11 ratios they could find in the “7-speed” Leyland constant mesh gearbox.  
They split shifted by knocking the low gear lever across with their elbow while they 
shifted the main gear lever by hand.
 Into the 1970s, whole milk collection replaced cream supply in the 
hilly Hokianga area and Dairy Companies ordered the most powerful Leyland 
available, the 235bhp Leyland-badged Mandators with AEC AV760 engines and 
the Fuller RTO9513 gearbox.  They had enough power for single axle A-trains 
but in wet weather drivers had to keep their front wheels hard up on the outside 
of the corners on loose metal roads, otherwise they would loose traction on the 
steep camber and the rear axle would slide sideways into the ditch and they 
would be stuck. Other traffic just had to stop and give way to the milk tanker 
coming up the hill.
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 To haul the milk out of the Waimamaku Valley when the cheese factory closed, 
a Leyland Mammoth 6 (Leyland-badged AEC Mammoth Major) with a tandem axle 
3500 gal semi and 2000gal dog was used.  It had an AV760 engine, 13 speed Road 
Ranger and Leyland hub reduction rear axles. Even with a “tropical” radiator and 
external air cleaner, the engine was ‘cooking’ climbing one of the steepest roads in 
New Zealand.  Engine oil temperature got up to 230 degrees C and the engine had to 
be rebuilt at 60,000km.  Plainly, higher horsepower trucks were required.  But, dairy 
prices had dropped with UK joining the EEC and new trucks cost more; by 1971 a 
Mandator cost $23,500.
 In desperation, the Bay of Islands Dairy Company bought second hand 
Power Plus LAD Hippos, which had done 1.5 million km as loggers and were now 
expected to run 24 hours a day hauling heavier loads.  They performed remarkably 
well.  The local Leyland dealer, Athol LeValiant of Mid-Northland Motors built 
new Leylands from CKD kits and modified them to meet local requirements.  An 
example of this was a new 1971 Leyland Reiver tipper, which started out as a 
Chieftain Super Six.  They fitted a Leyland range-change 10-speed gearbox behind 
the 401 engine, a heavy version of Albion bogie drive and a non-Leyland front axle.  
Maintaining its strong reputation, the 138bhp version of the Comet engine in this 
truck performed well, when used for spreading road metal and later as a stock truck 
pulling a trailer.
 In 1972 as a cheaper option to replace the aging Beavers, Athol sold Leyland 
Chieftains with the 10-speed gearbox for $13,000.  The drivers were not impressed, 
stepping down to a LAD cab from the Ergomatic and trying to pull 34 ton with a 401 
engine just did not work.  With reservations, new Leyland 500 series Lynxs were 
tried.  Described as ‘horrible’ trucks, the 10-speed splitter was difficult to change 
and had ratios ‘all over the place’.  Without sufficient power for the job these fixed 
head engines over-heated and the block cracked through the valve seats, leading to 
massive oil and water leaks.  The die was cast, that was the end of Leyland at the 
Dairy Company and the Swedes moved in.
 The ‘500’ was not a disaster for everyone, Roswell’s sawmill bought a 1974 
Super Buffalo for carting pine logs.  A 13-speed Road Ranger was fitted when 
assembled and the 510 turbo had sufficient power and with less stress lasted longer 

One of the Leyland Mandator artics with drawbar trailer.
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than the 500.  The Far North roads were still a problem though.  The driver recounts 
a week when on 24 trips he had 16 punctures from the rough loose metal.
 It need not have been like this; the Scammell S26 (Roadtrain) with Cummins 
NTC350 would have been ideal for A-train milk tankers, but the marketing was not 
done.  All is not lost - DAF CFs are becoming popular stock trucks and loggers in 
the Far North  –  built in Leyland.

A Leyland-Albion Six-wheeler 
complete with Leyland and 
Albion badges.

LETTERS  ETC.
LDV Pilot Truck – from Len Janes, Upwell, Nr. Wisbech.  
 As a new member I thought you would like to see and possibly put my 
recent restored LDV 
Pilot truck in the 
Leyland Torque 
Magazine.  I bought 
it as a project and it 
gave me something to 
do whilst I temporarily 
lost my HGV licence 
due to my diabetes (got 
it reinstated after four 
months).  I have been 
on the rally scene since 
1988 having restored 
a few old and classic 

The Pilot was produced from 1996 to 2006 by LDV (Leyland DAF Vans) who were originally 
part of the Leyland DAF organisation.  Available as a van or chassis-cab the Pilot was developed 
from the Leyland Sherpa which had its roots in the BMC J4 van from the 1960s.
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lorries,  all gone now I’m afraid but with new owners.  Anyway I had good fun 
restoring the LDV and although it was built in 1997 it was difficult sourcing parts, 
the Leyland DAF agents kept telling me it was now obsolete.  So, trying breakers 
yards and putting adverts in difference magazines, it all came through at the end, 
many new parts fitted and it is now up and running.

Tillotson’s – from Alan Dean, by email
 I recently joined the Leyland Society at the 120 rally and already I am 

regretting not joining 
sooner.  I restored a 1930 
Bison and 1940 ex-WD 
Lynx, both finished in our 
family colours, Joe Dean 
& Sons.  Joe Dean was my 
great grandfather and next 
year it is 120 years since 
he established the business.  
I keep the business going 
with a Sprinter flat back.  
Leylands were in the fleet 
from the RAF types to the 
Roadtrains and Freighters.

     I really enjoyed the 
article re Oswald Tillotson 
and I attach a copy of a 
photograph I was given 
by John Dawson who was 
a salesman for Tillotsons 
in Bradford.  It is clearly 
the same place as shown 
in Torque no.73, with the 
location unknown.  I have 
a feeling that John told 
me that it was Manchester 
but I don’t think he knew 
really – could it be the first 
sale from a Manchester 
premises, around 1923?  
 There is also the 
preserved Leyland CW 

5593 belonging to Ron Harris of Gillingham.  This was obviously an early Tillotson 
sale.  It worked in the 1930/40s out of a quarry near us at Greetland and was bought 
by Jack Sparshatt in the 1950s.  The quarry was called Cooper Bros.  At the age of 16, 

Bison on Freighter     

Described on the radiator as ‘Brand new 4 Tonner, 
Inspection Invited’ – Hardly the truth as this is a rebuilt 
RAF Type with post 1922 front wheels!
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I remember meeting 
the brothers when 
watching the first 
Trans Pennine at 
Halifax bus garage 
in 1969.  They 
had gone on the 
off chance they 
would see their old 
Leyland. 
 (CW 5593 is 
a lovely little A1, 2 
Tonner, chassis 35310, 
new Jan 1925 to J 
Birtwell, Blackburn.  
It is very original and 
carries a plate in the cab to say ‘Supplied by Oswald Tillotson, Burnley, No.403’ – it’s 
registered in Burnley by Tillotson.   I don’t know when Sparshatt got it but the Hine Bros 
of Gillingham bought it (long established Leyland users) and I crawled all over it and 
measured it in June 1983.  It went to Ron Harris, Gillingham c10.87 and took part in the 
Leyland 90 (or was it the 100?).  Is it still with Ron Harris? - Ed)

Leyland 120 + 5th Half-cabs & Bonnets Rally – from Jonathan 
Miller 
 I have attached some pics taken at my Half Cabs & Bonnets Event, held on 
the 10th September, which this year as you know, celebrated 120 years of Leyland.  
We had a birthday cake to celebrate the event.  Here are some of the Leyland 
entries that attended, I hope you enjoy!

(Mike Sutcliffe)

UTA PD2/10 NIRTB & UTA PS1s
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Leylands in Malta – from John Nolan, New Brighton
 Here are some pictures of Leyland vehicles which I took in Malta this year.  
There appear to be plenty of Leylands still about and I thought that people would be 
interested to see them, in fact there are still a lot of elderly vehicles still in operation. 

   

More on Leyland Leopards – from Alan Johnson
 May I add a note or two to Ron McCullock’s excellent Leyland Leopard Story 
concerning the shorter buses?  As Ron rightly says, the change in C&U regulations in 
1961 affected L1 and L2 Leopards so that the rear overhang could now be up to 65% 
of the wheelbase rather than the 50% which had applied previously.  Harrington, 
for example, increased the bay over the front wheelarch of their Cavalier body by 
just over one foot on these shorter models, which meant that they could simply add 
another standard side bay to produce their 36 foot version on PSU3 chassis.
 The PSU4 was fitted with the larger 10.00 stud wheels and the 10 x 20 tyres 
of the PSU3 Leopard, rather than the 8 stud wheels and 9.00 x 20 tyres of the L series 
- with the PSU4, the Leopard was no longer the ‘Tiger Cub with O.600 engine.’

Leyland Boxer ‘Born Again!’ 
and with ‘Good Luck!’ in 
Marsaxlokk, Malta.  (The Boxer 
was produced at the Bathgate 
plant and powered by the Leyland 
6-98 engine.  In the UK, the gross 
weight would have been around 
12 tons but in Malta this would 
probably be exceeded!- Ed.)

In 1961 Leyland produced drawings for 
proposed badges for new models, one of these 
being the Dromedary which was pictured in 
colour on page 12 of Torque No.70.  It is not 
known if this ever reached the vehicle itself 
or how many may have been made, if any.  At 
the same time there was a line drawing made 
of a badge designed to be fitted to the Leyland 
Boxer and, thanks to the wonderful archive 
of Leyland photographs at the BCVM, and 
the work that the Leyland Society is doing 
to digitise a large part of that collection, we 
are able to reproduce the drawing here.  The 
planned ‘shield’ badge for the Boxer would 
have been expensive to produce, probably 
too much for what must have been a ‘budget 
truck’- Ed.
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 Although the wheelbase remained at 16ft 2in, the PSU4B Leopard had 
both axles set back substantially to make way for the wider ‘Bus Grant’ doors.  
Concerning the ‘Bus Grant’, Plaxton had introduced their ‘Elite’ design in 1968, 
taking full advantage of the 65% rear overhang allowance to build a 37ft 1in long 
coach, of which Ribble showed one of the first examples on Leopard chassis at the 
1968 Commercial Motor Show. When Plaxton came to fit ‘Grant’ doors to the Elite 
in 1970/71, such buses had to be kept within 36ft 1in, so Plaxton had to shorten the 
side windows of their Elite accordingly.  This applied for a couple of years before 
common sense prevailed and standard 37ft Elites were simply fitted with ‘Grant’ 
doors to qualify for the subsidy.

SALES
 Accommodation issues force disposal for continued preservation only of the 
following 8.6 litre oil-engined Leylands:-
1. 1937 Leyland Tiger TS7, DKT11 ex-Maidstone and District.  Owned and dry-

stored since 1975.  Mechanically complete but Harrington coach body requires 
extensive restoration.

2. 1938 Leyland Titan TD5, EUE198 ex-Southdown.  Converted to a breakdown 
lorry by Southdown in 1957.  Owned and dry-stored since withdrawn by 
Southdown in 1974.

          For further details and viewing arrangements please contact Harold Peers 
(F.36) on 01274 720519, 3 Long Meadows, Bradford, BD2 1LA.

COVER PICTURES
Front Cover                    
        Johnston and Sons of Airdrie took delivery of this Beaver 12B/1, chassis 
no. 481436, line no.249, in March 1948.  It was fitted with a platform body for 
their business as potato merchants and carried registration no. DVD 653.  Only one 
windscreen wiper was fitted as was common practice at the time.   (BCVMT  L039759)

Back Cover   
 Lancashire United Transport took delivery of the first four production TD1s 
with ‘Titan’ 51-seater bodies, in January 1928, part of a batch of ten.  No.130, TE 
2773, was the second of the batch, with chassis no.70016.  It was photographed 
on 5th March 1928 under the LNWR railway bridge at Monton Green, just west 
of Manchester, to demonstrate its low bridge attributes, no doubt for advertising 
purposes.  The Titan was a very successful product for Leyland Motors and it 
revolutionised peoples’ thinking about the use of the double-decker bus outside 
the main cities in this country.  Note the early type of radiator with channel side 
standards and the first style of solid German Silver oval badge.   (BCVMT L005935)
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 Opinions and views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
Society, its officers or the Editor. The Editor would be pleased if members could bring to his 
attention any errors. Every effort is made to give due credit for all photographs and material 
used. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, then the Editor must be informed to 
enable acknowledgement to be made. Under the Data Protection Act 1984, the Society gives 
notice that membership records, Leyland Vehicle Register details and Leyland Torque dispatch 
information are held in a database. The Society undertakes that this information is not divulged 
to any outside agency or individual.
 This issue of Leyland Torque has been produced by Mike Sutcliffe, with proof reading 
by Gordon Brooke. It was printed by AB Print Group, Leeds. Distribution by RnB Mailing, 
Leeds. Items for inclusion in the Spring 2017 issue should be sent to the Editor by 31st 
January 2017, please.

Several Leyland lorries were supplied to Russia in 1925 and the journey for them 
to reach Moscow must have been quite an event, hopefully not as harrowing as the 
30 lorries delivered in the 1925 convoy to Persia, as described in Torque No.72.  
They were supplied through ARCOS, including the first of a fleet of petrol tankers 
for Russian Oil Products including this little 2 Tonner, a model A1 with Leyland 
S3.30hp engine, with a modified transverse silencer and fire wall behind the cab.  
This diminutive wagon probably never saw Russia and was based at ROP’s Bristol 
branch, being used to supply the rural area around Bristol with lamp oil and petrol.  

(BCVMT  L003364)

FROM RUSSIA WITH ROP



Leyland Fleet Series
Books recording the operators and fl eets of important Leyland customers
• Wigan Corporation £7.95
• Southport Corporation £7.95
• Leigh Corporation £8.95
• Leyland Fire Engines 1930-1942 £8.95
• Buses of Burnley, Colne & Nelson £8.95
• Plymouth City Corporation £8.95
• The History of Halton Borough Transport £8.95
• Ribble Double Deck Coaches £8.95
• Edinburgh Corporation & Lothian £9.95
• The Leyland Lion (Origins to 1929) £14.95       Prices including P&P

Leyland Torque and Journal
All back numbers of Torque and Journal are 
available
• £6.00 for Torque
• £8.00 for Journal (£9 for issues 17 & 18)
(With special deals for larger quantities)

Binders are also available which hold 8 issues
• £8.00 for Torque
• £9.00 for Journal
Prices inc P&P 

Society Clothing
Placket Sweatshirt
Available in Navy Blue, and Burgundy
Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL
£25.84 inc P&P                                     
Polo Shirts, Body Warmers and High Visibility 
Waistcoasts are also available, more details 
can be obtained at www.leylandsociety.co.uk

Rally Mementos
Available for most Leyland Gatherings see website 
or brochure for other Badges available.
The Badges shown here are from the most 
recent Rallies.
Price £7.00 each including P&P

See our website for special offers - www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Please send your order to the address below

All prices include P&P for UK orders only (non-UK by arrangement)
Payments should be made to “The Leyland Society”

The Leyland Society, 2 Severn View, Cinderford, Glos, GL14 2XE

Baseball Cap £11.99
inc P&P

SOCIETY SALES

Available for most Leyland Gatherings see website 



www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1137856




