
No.71 - SPRING 2016



MEMBERSHIP
Subscription levels are £27 per annum, £33 for EEC members, £38 (in Sterling) for membership 
outside the EEC.  Anyone joining after 1st April and before 31st July will have their membership car-
ried over to the next 31st July, ie up to 16 months.  This is good value for money and new members 
are welcomed.  Application forms are available from the Membership Secretary or via the Website  
www.leylandsociety.co.uk 

Overseas subscriptions and sales using PAYPAL
Please note that our PayPal address is now theleylandsocietyltd@gmail.com. 

Hon. PRESIDENT            Bryan M. Sitko 
Managing Director, Leyland Trucks

Hon. VICE  PRESIDENT  Peter G. Jukes
Operations Director, Leyland Trucks

Hon. CHAIRMAN
SALES & WEBSITE CO-ORDINATOR 

David E.Berry,  2 Severn View, 
Cinderford, Glos, GL14 2XE

SECRETARY and
MAGAZINES EDITOR                  

Mike A. Sutcliffe, MBE, FCA, ‘Valley Forge’ 
213 Castle Hill Road,  Totternhoe, 
Dunstable, Beds. LU6 2DA

TREASURER
EVENT CO-ORDINATOR                      

Gary Dwyer,  8 St Mary’s Close,  West St. 
Sompting,  Lancing,  W. Sussex, BN15 0AF

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY              John Howie,  37 Balcombe Gardens,  
Horley,  Surrey,  RH6 9BY

CHASSIS RECORDS,
TECHNICAL & SPARES                       

Don Hilton,  79 Waterdell,  Leighton 
Buzzard,  Beds.  LU7 3PL                        

WEBMASTER Gerry Tormey, Contact via David Berry



Published four times per year by the Leyland Society Ltd. 
Valley Forge, 213 Castle Hill Road, Totternhoe, Dunstable, Beds LU6 2DA
Editor : Mike A. Sutcliffe, MBE             email: sutcliffes@leylandman.co.uk

EDITORIAL

Issue No. 71 Spring 2016

 The year 2016 marks 120 years of regular commercial vehicle production in 
Leyland.  It was in 1896 that the Spurrier family invested in a partnership to build 
on the experiments with steam traction pioneered by James Sumner.  However, it 
was 12 years earlier that J Sumner built his first steam wagon and tested it with a 
load of 5 tons of coal from Wigan to Leyland where it met with a certain amount 
of success.  This was an amazing feat for Sumner to perform, very much earlier 
than any other recognised steam wagon builder and a fact that is sadly passed over 
as all histories produced by Leyland Motors, eg. “70 Years of Progress”, start at 
1896.  Strictly speaking, we should now be celebrating 132 years of progress since 
1884 – that would be longer even than Mercedes-Benz could claim!  Karl Benz’s 
first experimental car took to the road in 1885, followed by Gottlieb Daimler’s first 
vehicle in 1886.  The Spring 2003 issue of Torque (no.19) gives an account of that 
eventful first journey in 1884.
 In this issue we have a “Food for Thought Extra” as the query about the 
Leyland Day Continuation School had grown somewhat.  Many Society members 
remember the School and have added comments;  it would be good to continue 
the topic and cover Stokes Hall.  Who remembers Stokes Hall, has anybody stayed 
there, what do you remember about it?  Around the time that the BCVM first opened, 
Michael Plunkett and I spent many happy days there in the dark room, printing the 
glass negatives which were initially held by Ron Hall at South Works and were later 
transferred to the BCVM Archive.   Many of these pictures we are now scanning in 
order to get better reproduction and to preserve the images for future use.  You will 
see the benefit in these pages of Torque.
 I’m conscious that in Torque we lack articles covering topics from the 1960s, 
’70s and ’80s.  My own area of expertise is the first 60 years and I receive very little 
material from readers about the later period.  It would be appreciated if readers could 
send articles etc. on that period to achieve a better balance in Torque.
          One last point, do make sure that you apply for tickets in good time to get 
into the Leyland Trucks site for our Gathering in June, details 
overleaf.
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APPEAL FOR HELP         
          We could do with some help to publicise the Society in terms of our adverts, 
publicising our annual Gathering and attendance at events and generally finding 
reasons to get editorial space in magazines to promote the Society.  At present, we 
are not doing this very well and these activities fall between the various functions 
carried out by your already very busy Committee.  This will not be a major task, 
just keeping abreast of what we are doing and looking for opportunities to get good 
publicity.  We need someone who can communicate by computer using Word.  Are 
you able to help please?

LEYLAND GATHERING - SUNDAY 3rd JULY 2016
120 Years of Leyland Motors          

          As you will have read in the previous issue of Leyland Society Torque, Leyland 
Trucks have invited us to hold our display of Leylands at the Leyland Assembly 
Plant at Croston Road on Sunday 3rd July as part of an Open Day for employees and 
their families.  The factory will be open to give visitors the opportunity to view one 
of the most modern and efficient truck plants in Europe, producing all right-hand 
drive DAF trucks and many left-hand versions for export.  
          We already have a number of vehicle entries for the event but if you are 
planning to attend please return your form as soon as possible so we have an idea 
of the number of vehicles to expect.  An additional entry form is included with this 
issue but if you can’t find your copy or need another one, you can download it from 
our website www.leylandsociety.co.uk.  Please ensure you include up to date contact 
details on your entry form so that we are able to contact you in the event of any last 
minute changes.  If you have an e-mail address, please include that on your entry 
form.  Be assured we will only use e-mail addresses in relation to the Gathering and 
not for any other purpose.  The event will open at 11.00am and will close at 4.00pm 
and pedestrians will be on site between these times.  For safety reasons Leyland 
Trucks have advised that all vehicles have to be in position by 10.30am and similarly 
no vehicle movements will be permitted until 4.30pm.
          An important consideration this year is that the vehicle display will be within 
the perimeter of the Assembly Plant so all spectators will require an entry ticket 
in advance if you wish to view the vehicles and/or tour the factory.  There is no 
charge for tickets so anyone who does not enter a vehicle but wishes to attend the 
event can return the enclosed entry form without any vehicle details and just one 
SAE.  Alternatively please write (with an SAE) to Gary Dwyer at the address inside 
the front of this issue (and also on the entry form).  Similar to vehicle entries, a 
maximum of 3 tickets can be provided for each postal request so please remember 
to specify the number you require.  Whilst we will try to accommodate as many 
people to the event as possible, the total number of tickets available to the Society 
may be limited so tickets will be issued on a first-come, first served basis.  If you 
have already requested tickets, thank you for your prompt response.  We have not 
received the tickets from Leyland Trucks yet but they will be sent to you when they 
are available nearer the date of the event. 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
          In this issue we only have a few responses for Food for Thought and have 
included a long feature on the student training facilities at Leyland instead.  It is hoped 
that readers will follow this up with their stories about Stokes Hall, a relatively short-
lived building since demolished.  When your editor went there on many occasions in 
the early 1980s it was virtually empty and this was a great shame as it had once been a 
hive of activity.  Regarding other FFT items, we could really do with building up our 
stock of new items so please email/write in with your queries – anything to do with 
Leyland Motors and their vehicles.  John and I would be very pleased to hear from you. 

TRANSPORT TRUST AWARD SCHEME
          As well as my involvement in The Leyland Society, I am also a trustee of the 
Transport Trust which has an annual restoration awards scheme.  Several Society 
members have benefited from this in the past.  My reason for alerting you to this is 
that the scheme usually has a relatively small number of entries and there is therefore 
a good chance of receiving an award.  The scheme is intended to help a restoration 
project in its final stages (completion within 12-18 months).  The financial awards range 
between £500 and £2500 and awards are presented at an annual awards ceremony, 
this year’s (for awards selected in 2015) is to be held at the Brooklands museum.  The 
awards are usually presented by the Trust’s patron, HRH Prince Michael of Kent. 
There is considerable kudos and prestige attached to receipt of an award.
          Application is simple and a form for 2016 is available from me at sutcliffes@
leylandman.co.uk  and entry is open to anyone.  Projects are inspected before the 
awards are made.  The closing date is normally the end of June so please enter your 
project.  No guarantees given of course – Ed. 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
ROAD TRANSPORT MUSEUMS  (NARTM)

          NARTM ( of which I am also a trustee) is an informal organisation of 
museums and collections of historic vehicles.  Some of the museums are run by 
volunteers while others, such as the London Transport Museum, are managed by 
full time staff.  This mix of museum types gives the opportunity to share ideas 
and experiences.
          NARTM has been in existence for 35 years and now has almost 100 member 
organisations, whose collections include over 2,700 buses and coaches.  One of 
their main functions  is to keep members in contact with each other and there are 
many instances of restoration projects progressing and spare parts being located 
through NARTM links.  NARTM also works closely with the Federation of British 
Historic Vehicle Clubs and is consulted by DVLA and the DfT on proposed changes 
to legislation.  NARTM has produced a set of notes for the operation of free bus 
services.  The NARTM website which includes details of all member organisations 
at www.nartm.org.uk.  More information and our 2016 Guide to Collections is 
available by contacting email@nartm.org.uk. – Ed. 
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LEYLAND TRUCKS MAKE A “LEYLAND” BUS
 Through the years after Leyland stopped producing buses, there have been a 
few ventures whereby a requirement for smaller buses has been explored and met by 
the re-engineering of the lightweight truck chassis of that time.  Previous ventures in 
the 1990s resulted in many such buses being built locally in countries in North and 
South Africa.  Well, in recent times a similar venture has been explored within Europe.
 In 2013, a project was instigated between DAF and a European bus 
manufacturer with the goal of producing a school bus based on an LF chassis.  
The plan is that Leyland will supply a chassis without a cab and with only minor 
differences to the equivalent truck model.  The chassis will leave Leyland in a fully 
tested condition so a ‘slave’ cab will be fitted to allow the chassis to be driven through 
the dyno and brake rigs, which is part of our current internal process.  The tested 
chassis will then be driven to the “500 Shop” where the cab will be removed and the 
chassis prepared for transport, i.e. protection of electrical harnesses and coolant/air/
clutch pipes etc.  When transport preparation is complete the chassis will be stored 
outside ready for transportation to the bodybuilder.  The slave cabs and ancillary 
parts will be recycled ready for the next build.
 In parallel, extensive kits of cab internal parts will be assembled to ensure the 
bus systems mirror those of the truck to minimise additional system design.  The kits 
will include such items as steering wheel & column, pedals, gear change mechanisms, 
HVAC system, coolant reservoir, instrumentation and electrical components. 
 The first prototype was based on an 8.3 Tonne chassis and a second prototype 
based on a 10 Tonne chassis was also built.  The bus conversion was completed 
to production intent level and was used to launch this new bus model at the 
‘Busworld’ Show in Kortrijk, Belgium in October 2015.  Feedback from the show 
was positive and there was significant interest not only from potential customers 

but also from other bus OEMs for 
similar products.  This interest is 
now being converted into serious 
enquiries with the first two orders 
for Euro 5 variants due for build 
around week 10. 
 Preparations for production 
are ongoing here at Leyland, with 
facilities and processes now being 
developed to support this exciting 
project to supply truck-based 
buses in a number of existing and 
new DAF markets.

The bus shown at ‘Busworld’ using the DAF LF 
chassis.
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 DAF Trucks enters the New Year on the back of an impressive 12-month’s 
performance, which saw the marque end the year with a commanding 26% of 
the truck market, hitting its volume objectives by registering 11,467 vehicles and 
consolidating its position as market leader – the 21st year DAF Trucks has sat at the 
top the sales charts. 

 “We ended the year on a high and maintained 
clear daylight ahead of our nearest competitors,” 
said DAF Trucks Managing Director, Ray 
Ashworth, “indeed, we increased our market 
share by 1.2 percentage points on 2014 and 
we’re certainly looking good for 2016.” with the 
launch of our new quiet (72dBA) LF silent”.
 On the dealer development front, DAF Trucks 
saw Imperial Commercials open a brand 
new, full-service facility in Swindon, while 
Chatfield’s in Birtley and Norscot in Dundee 
are the very latest DAF Dealers to open an 
Authorised Testing Facility – taking the total 
of ATF locations in the DAF network to an 
industry-leading 55.
Building Britain  – “For me,” added Ray 
Ashworth, “the highlight of 2015 was DAF 
Trucks and Leyland Trucks coming together 
to celebrate our ‘Building Britain’ event. Late 

last year, we hosted no fewer than 
550 customers and dealers at a 
series of special customer days.  
“At Leyland Trucks,” he said, “we 
have positive proof that a skilled 
British work-force can produce the 
very highest quality commercial 
vehicles – market-leading 
commercial vehicles, in fact. The 
skills on display at Leyland really 
are ‘Building Britain’.  Skills, 
I’m sure, are making a positive 
contribution to the truck market 
and to the wider UK economy.”

Ray Ashworth, MD of DAF Trucks

DAF is introducing the extra-quiet LF Silent 
distribution truck
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LEYLAND TANKERS
 Leyland lorries have always been popular choice for oil companies due to their 
strong construction and proven durability.  Most major companies operated Leyland 
products to distribute their products from the refineries to the petrol stations.  The 
configuration of choice for many years was a rigid vehicle, either 6 or 8-wheeled, 
until the increase in gross vehicle weights permitted articulated vehicles to maximise 
payload.  
 Gary Dwyer has selected the photographs from our archive and prepared the 
captions for Leyland Torque.  All photographs are by Peter Davies unless otherwise 
credited.  

A hardworking Leyland TSE Terrier of Lancashire Petrol Deliveries Ltd parked in evening 
sunlight for the photographer in March 1934.  It was registered CK 4716 with fleet number 
57 and carried a 5 compartment oval section petrol tank.  The LPD business developed 
from Leyland’s biggest customer for steam wagons, H Viney & Co, Preston, run by the 
well-known Mr Gosselin (see Torque no.37), they used Leylands right up to Nationalisation 
in October 1949 (becoming BRS Depot C.52).  Realising the expanding demand for petrol, 
LPD was formed in the 1920s, initially using Leyland QH types.            (BCVMT L013999)
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This Leyland Hippo TSW1 was supplied to the Texas Oil Co, using the familiar Texaco 
name, registered CK 4351, no.30.   Pictured when new in 10/31 at Broad Square, Leyland.  
Its radiator carries the ornate Coat of Arms Hippo badge.                      (BCVMT L010289)

Davis Brothers of Liverpool operated JD 6475, a Leyland Hippo with a 4-compartment tank 
body when it was photographed.  It had been working hard for its owner judging by the 
dents in front mudguards!                     (Leyland Society collection)
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The Octopus was a popular Leyland product used by petrol companies over many years.  
HYF 680 was one example owned and operated by Fina, photographed during winter 
judging by the radiator blanking plate on the front panel.              (Arthur Ingram)

A Leyland Chinese-six refueller, registered JXP 331, with a coachbuilt cab and enclosed 
tank.  It was operated by Shell BP Aviation Service and photographed attending a Canada 
Air Lines airliner, possibly at Heathrow airport.          (BCVMT L036114) 
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Regent Petroleum were the customer for this magnificent Leyland Octopus which had fleet 
no 1051 and carried registration no. 401 EXT.  The integrated mudguards over the rear 
wheels enhance the overall image of the vehicle.

A Leyland Octopus of Mobil Petroleum carrying Mobilgas livery.  Registered PXF 953, it 
had an additional fog light on the nearside, a regular feature for many years which 
disappeared in the 1960s as air quality improved.            (Arthur Ingram)



10 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 71    Spring 2016

Shell Mex & BP Group were large operators of Leylands for many years including this long 
door LAD cabbed Octopus registered JLL 759D and fleet number 62168.  Note the Leyland 
Diesel badge on the radiator filler cover plate below the windscreen.

When the Ergomatic cab was introduced, Leyland fitted it to the Octopus chassis.  It was 
operated by Major Petroleum registered SAT 119G and had nut rings fitted to the front 
wheels to assist access to the tank for loading.
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The first T45 to enter service with an operator was this Leyland TL12-powered 16-28 
Roadtrain of Texaco.  It was registered CYM 100V and operated with disguise panels over 
the Leyland name until the press launch of the new range.             (Gary Dwyer collection)

The Leyland Constructor 8 was a popular choice for tanker operators and this Leyland 
DAF badged 30-25, G301 BEF, was operated by Phillips Petroleum.  It has been fitted with 
the illuminated head board which Leyland marketed through the Multipart Division. 
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 There has not much response to FFT in the last issue, perhaps the questions 
are too difficult?  Some additional information from Don Hilton includes:
FFT 242.  The DAB Leyland Titan PD2/3 had chassis no.483853, line no.794
FFT 251.  Burton’s articulated Comet, NUM 260, was an ECO3/3R line no.109.
FFT 252.  NWRCC, EDB 325 was ordered by McNenemy, not McNemery of the 
AI Group.
FFT 261.  T Severn & Sons, Atlantean PDR1/1, line no.3308, XWU 890G, is now 
confirmed as having been diverted from a Glasgow order.
BURTON’S VANS  -  Two more pictures here, the Comet photographed on 22nd Oct. 
1948 (BCVMT L036483) and a Super Comet-Carrimore designed to carry 4500 suits.
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255.  Day Continuation School & Wellington House
 The Day Continuation School was built by Leyland Motors adjacent to the 
Leyland-built houses for staff at Broad Square, at the junction of Balcarres Road 
and Sandy Lane, Leyland, just behind the South Works factory.  When the house-
building programme came to an abrupt end due to pressures on finance in the early 
1920s, the corner building site remained vacant for many years.  It was an open 
location with plenty of room for manoeuvring large vehicles to make the most of 
natural light conditions, so this was a perfect location for the Leyland Photographer; 
it was also near to the South Works where vehicles emerged from the Paintshop.
 Up to then, training had been carried out at Wellington House but, as the 
company grew significantly in the 1930s, there became a need to expand and one of 
the factory buildings may have been used for the Day Continuation School until the 
purpose-built school was constructed, possibly just before the War.
 Harold Rushton adds – The practice of awarding scholarships continued until 
1956 when the Premium system was abolished. The awards were based on ONC 
results. I was the last recipient entitled to two years at Wellington House.  I was actually 
worse off under the new system in 1956 when I had to pay board. The advantage was 
freedom to move between departments of choice in six week placements.     
 Other comments made are that Wellington House later provided accommodation 
for what were called “Premium Apprentices” whose parents actually paid an annual 
fee for them to attend Leyland Motors as the chosen few.  The majority were the sons 
of Manufacturers who supplied goods and services to the Company, and it was a 
kind of perk that they were given a position akin to that of an Indentured Apprentice 
without having to go through the selection process.   One such person was the son of 
Sir William Rootes who had been “placed” at Leylands, this was typical of the type 
of “young gentleman” who joined the Company.  They were all well educated young 
people, and their stay at Wellington House was a preliminary to entering the upper 
echelons of industry or obtaining University Entrance for career enhancement.
 Some may remember that the pilot of the plane which bombed the Farington 
Factory was found to have been a Premium Apprentice before the War and was 
familiar with landmarks around Leyland.  Details of this can be found in Society 
Journal no.13, pages 27/28.
 On the site of Wellington House now is Wellington Park, a hotel, conference 
& banqueting centre.  Wellington House was replaced by Stokes Hall, just down the 
road (since demolished) – who can tell us more about Stokes Hall?
 In the 30th January 1923 issue of The Commercial Motor there was an article 
regarding the training of apprentices at Leyland and this is repeated below:

TRAINING THE YOUNG ENGINEER
The methods employed by Leyland Motors Ltd, for training young men with 

an aptitude for motorcar engineering in its various branches.
 The apprentice of today is the qualified engineer of tomorrow.  The status of 
the motor industry in ten or more years’ time is dependent to a very great extent upon 
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the training and guidance which the young man with an aptitude for automobile 
engineering receives today.  Although in past years the training of trade apprentices 
has been an accepted fact, a number of manufacturers have not until recent years 
fully developed the scheme applied to a premium level of engineer apprentices.
 One of the first concerns to realise the necessity for training its students to 
occupy positions of greater responsibility was Leyland Motors Ltd, of Leyland, 
Lancashire.  There are, perhaps, few purchasers of motor vehicles who realise that a 
great deal of the success of any machine can, apart from its actual design, be traced to 
the general standard of efficiency amongst the work people.  For some time Leyland 
Motors Ltd, have given the subject earnest thought and attention, and the results 
which have been achieved are sufficient evidence of their well-matured forethought.
 The company have two separate schemes in operation, one being for trade 
apprentices and the other for premium engineer apprentices, and the methods 
adopted in the case of each are worthy of close perusal.
Trade apprentices  –  Dealing with the case of trade apprentices, one of the 
first necessities is to ensure that any applicant is likely to become suitable for the 
profession which he has chosen, and the first step in this direction is an entrance 
examination.  This comprises set papers on suitable subjects, such as arithmetic, 
English and drawing, and the manner in which a pupil deals with the subjects enables 
the company to form an idea as to his particular bent.
 A trade apprentice starts at the works at the age of 16, and the course of 
his training covers five years.  In certain instances, where the boy may have had 
continuous study, such as in the technical schools, the age of entry is sometimes 
extended to 17 years.  Various sections are available, and the student who in the early 
stages shows a liking for turning is given instructions in full-automatic machines, 
semi-automatic, and finally, centre lathes.  The youth showing special merit in the 
works and at the day continuation school has an opportunity for securing further 
experiences in the fitting and electrical departments.  The fitting section includes 
work dealing with chassis erection and testing, gearboxes, back axles, inspection etc.
 After 12 months’ general training the apprentice is expected to have formed 
some idea as to his ultimate intentions, and promising students are then given training 
in the engine erecting, testing and other departments.
 A great deal of attention is paid to the temperament of the apprentice, and 
herein lies one of the reasons for the success of the Leyland scheme.  It is sometimes 
found that the student may not be suited to any of the usual sections, and chances are 
accordingly provided for him to secure knowledge relating to work which is carried 
out in the sheet-metal, coachbuilding, paintwork and sign writing, wood-cutting, 
wood-machining, experimental and other departments.  Provision is also made for 
the student to spend a certain amount of time in the foundry and in the pattern shop.
 Electrical work is also included in the scheme, and experience can be had in 
wiring, maintenance of plant, telephones, heating and cooking apparatus, and also in 
connection with the company’s power station, which has a capacity of 5,000 kW. 
 Should an applicant express a wish to become a draughtsman, he spends 
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two years in the shops in order to enable him to gain a clear idea of machining, 
general design, pattern making and foundry work, the rest of the time being spent 
in the various drawing offices.  Every year two scholarships are given to the trade 
apprentices as the result of an examination of past work.
Engineer apprentices   –  The engineer apprentices section consists of a 
training centre for students who have had public school or university education.  
The object of this section is to enable students to gain a thoroughly practical and 
technical education, and ultimately to adopt positions of greater responsibility, 
such as departmental heads on the technical, commercial or managerial side of an 
engineering concern.
 Students in this section should not be less than 17 years of age, and they 

The Day Continuation School, Broad Square, in April 1947.  When was it built?   
(BCVMT  L032365)

This Titan TD1, 
71729, for Ebor Bus 
Co, Mansfield (no.26) 
was photographed 
at the same spot 
in October 1930, a 
favourite place for the 
LML Photographer.  
Note the incorrect 
registration M 761 
(goodness knows 
where that came 
from!), it should be 
VO 4856.         

(BCVMT  L008533)
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are taken on as indentured apprentices for a three or four years’ course, the three 
years’ apprenticeship costing £400 and the four years’ training costing £500.  The 
three years’ course consists of not less than 6,600 working hours, and the four years’ 
course of not less than 8,800 working hours, and these are minimum times which 
must be kept before indentures are completed.  The wages payable are 14 shillings, 
16s, 18s and 20s per week for each of the four years respectively.
 For the benefit of these students the company purchased Wellington House, 
Leyland, a fine old country residence, which is delightfully situated, and which they 
have had fitted up as a hostel and training centre.  Accommodation has been arranged 
for some 30 pupils, and the house includes a drawing office, experimental laboratory 
and rooms where lectures are given by the warden, the company’s chief draughtsman 
and men with a of university degree.
 During the winter months papers are read by the heads of the company’s 
various departments on subjects of engineering and business interest, and 
subsequently time is given for discussion and debate, when opportunities for airing 
individual ideas and securing additional knowledge are provided.
 The actual working hours of an engineer-apprentice are from 7.30am to 
5.00pm for five days per week, one hour being given for a luncheon interval and 
from 7.30am to noon on Saturdays and of this time two afternoons per week are set 

The form of application for resident engineer-apprentices
Name in full
Address

Age Height Weight Health

School University
Degrees
Mathematics Physics
Trigonometry Mechanics
General Engineering Experience
Motor Experience
Machine Shop Experience
Drawing Office Experience
Languages
Special Experience desired
Date when ready to commence
Any further particulars

If possible, a copy of a recent School Report should be enclosed.
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aside for lectures.
 The company set a high value on sports and do not neglect to provide for students 
in this direction.  A Rugby football club of some note in the district has been organised 
by the students themselves, whilst grass tennis courts are available in the hostel grounds, 
and opportunity is given in the works grounds for cricket and other recreation.
 A trade apprentice, of course, also has exceptionally fine opportunities for 
exercise and games, very large sports grounds being attached to the works, in which 
definite space is set aside for outdoor games and in addition equipment for physical 
culture and boxing is included.
 The directors seized upon the facilities offered by the Fisher Act, too, to 
establish, with the co-operation of the Lancashire County Council, a day continuation 
school; it was one of the first two established, and remains one of the few that have 
been continuously maintained since that period.  From the school, engineering-
apprentice scholarships to Wellington House could be won.  At the end of its first 
year of operation, a boy named Stanley Markland topped the examinations and won 
the first scholarship; later he became a director of the Leyland Motor Corporation.
 Welfare schemes did not stop at training men for the future.  To cater for their 
leisure hours, the Leyland Motors Social & Athletic Club, with its many sections 
catering for every kind of sport, was founded at the beginning of 1920.  The housing 
shortage was very pronounced at that time; the company tackled it by financing a 
large-scale housing programme to provide both permanent and temporary housing 

Wellington House in its heyday.         (BCVMT  L033099)
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 Following our plea for information on liveries of some of the independents 
that were taken over by Ribble Motor Services in the post WW2 period, Bernard 
Ashcroft has kindly come to our rescue with the following information.  This gives 
us an excuse to publish some more previously unseen photographs of the Leyland 
vehicles used by these colourful operators.  Thanks also to John Dalzell, re Hart, 
Coppull, and Mike Fenton who has put us right on the Scout PD2 on page 28 of  
Torque no.70 which was an 8ft wide version, therefore PD2/3.
Viking, Preston  –  The original livery was grey, then light blue and white.  This 
was changed about 1928, with the purchase of a 6-wheel Guy, to silver and light 
blue.  It changed again in 1930 after acquisition of Royal Blue Motors to light blue, 
mid blue and white. One of the original founding members Maurice Tootell was 
the person who suggested the fleetname.  He had just returned from a holiday in 
Scandinavia and thought the name Viking sounded rugged and just right!
Corless, Charnock Richard   –  Maroon and cream, though PD1A, GTF 476, 
appears to have also had three red bands when new (see Torque no.70, page 27)
O Hart & Sons, Coppull   –   Apple green and white
Bamber Bridge MS   –   Originally Cooke’s Services were blue and white, changed 
in 1929 to bright red, white and black.  
Scout MS, Preston   –   Cream, maroon and black, all nicely lined out

A view of Titan PD1, BCK 100, in service with Viking, in Preston with other buses from 
the Viking fleet.  The stone setts look to be in very good condition.        (OS- Roy Marshall)
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Viking’s other PD1, BCK 191, seems to have evaded photography with Viking.  It went to 
Delaine, then to HC Chambers & Son, Bures, Suffolk, now in their red and cream livery, 
silver roof and black beadings.        (OS – Roy Marshall)

M Corless & Son, NTJ 985, was a smart Royal Tiger PSU1/17, 520839, with Leyland B44F 
body, in May 1952.  It was sold to Baxter, Airdrie, 107, five years later to join a similar bus 
purchased new by Baxter.           (BCVMT L044613)
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O Hart & Son, Coppull also had a Leyland Royal Tiger PSU1, but with a heavy-looking 
centre entrance coach body by Bellhouse Hartwell, the ‘Landmaster’.  Presumably it would 
have been in an all-cream livery.              (Mike Sutcliffe collection)

Hart owned this Titan PD2/1, JTC 912, for five years up to the Ribble take-over.  It then 
went to Turner, Brown Edge, Staffs, but they spoilt its appearance by fitting sealed beam 
headlamps in rather odd locations.         (OS – Roy Marshall)
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A delightful shot of two Scout Titans and the PD1 purchased new by Bamber Bridge MS, 
GTF 418.  After buying two in 1946, Scout took delivery of a further batch of six PD1As, 
BRN 151-56, in Aug/Sept 1947 .              (Mike Sutcliffe collection)

Titan TD4, ATD 776, was bought by BBMS from J Fishwick & Sons and then fitted with 
a second hand Leyland ‘V’ front body which clearly stood the test of time, seen here with 
PD1, GTF 418.           (OS- Roy Marshall collection)
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 Here and there, sandwiched between the thousands of glass plates in the 
Leyland Photographic Archive depicting all those highly varnished lorries and buses 
posed prior to delivery, there are scenes showing people, places and events, relevant 
at the time but which may now seem of little interest in the context of Leyland 
vehicle design and development.  Not So!  These plates provide a unique picture of 
“Leyland” during the formative inter-war years;  waist-coated management, cloth-
capped workforce, local events and views of bleak, stone-set paved urban streets, 
small corner shops beneath factory walls, all caught in the forty shades of grey (or 
sepia) defined by black and white photography.
 These images are as valuable as those in the better known Hulton and other 
collections recording Social History, so to give them an airing it is proposed to 
reproduce one in each forthcoming issue of “Torque” with a brief caption to explain 
the relevance to the Leyland “World” as it really was at the time.
 

Produce from Australia, on display in the Leyland Canteen building in 
Thurston Road, Leyland, in July 1928.          (BCVMT L005142)
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“Torque” has recently featured the export of Titan TD1 double deckers to Australia 
between 1929 and 1931 so it seems appropriate to continue the Ozy theme as 
an introduction to the proposed series of Archive photos.  Indeed the Australian 
economy was in need of stimulation during the 1920s and much effort was made to 
promote their exports; not only lamb and wool but tinned and dried fruits and wine 
– so called Australian Burgundy!
 Leyland Management had always seen the Commonwealth, Canada, South 
Africa, India, Australia and New Zealand (as well as South America) as a potential 
expanding market and has successfully exported Trucks mostly of the heavy 
“subsidy” type, well suited to work in the tough conditions of climate and terrain 
with scant servicing available.  But, they had failed to respond to repeated enquiries 
for smaller capacity, less expensively engineered vehicles such as were being 
strenuously promoted by American and other manufacturers, offering favourable 
financial deals and fast delivery.  Only the Leyland Cub was eventually aimed at this 
market but it still could not compete with the simpler, cheaper models typified by 
Morris Commercial of Bedford.
 However, the first generation Lion and Lioness had found overseas 
customers, notably South Africa and in small numbers elsewhere but, encouraged by 
the immediate success of Rackham’s Tiger and Titan on the Home Market, Leyland 
renewed and diversified its publicity for the new passenger models, especially with 
regard to Canada and Australia, including featuring displays of Commonwealth 
products as may be seen (profusely!) in the first of these Archive Photographs.

“Buy Australian Produce” posters were displayed in the windows of new buses 
being delivered from Leyland.  These two were a Titan, possibly bound for Sydney, 
and an LT1 Lion for Scottish Motor Traction in July 1929.   (BCVMT L006520)



These were the repair bays at the Leyland Works (North Works) in the late Summer of 1913.  In the bay on the left are the Steam Wagons,  B 2104 being a 1907 Class H Wagon, new to Farnworth & 
Duckworth, Middleton.  In front is an unidentified H type of Geo. & R Dewhurst, Cotton Spinners & Manufacturers, Preston.   In the bay to the right, on the right hand side is one of the first Class X2.40.W, 
5 tonners, B 2291, no.12 in the fleet of CT Faulkner & Co, Carriers, Manchester.  Behind it is B 4393, a Q type, One Ton new to Darwen Industrial Co-op, but now having become a Shop Wagon of Leyland 
Motors.  Behind that is Jacobs van body on trestles, no.66, from another Leyland Q type.  The lorry with its bonnet and radiator removed is an X2.40hp, 4 tonner, and behind that is one of Jewsbury & 
Brown’s Leylands, probably the X2, 4 tonner, N 5350 of 1911.  In the far distance on the right is a double decker bus body built by Christopher Dodson, possibly off one of the London & North Western 
Railway Leyland STs.   Note all the line shafting to power the various machines.            (BCVMT LB1289)

THE LEYLAND REPAIR SHOPS IN THE LATE SUMMER OF 191324 25
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Thanks to Derek Batten, John Bennett, Colin Bull, Mike Fenton, Tony Hall, Tony 
Holdsworth, John Howie, Ken Jubb, Bob Kell, Harold Peers, Michael Plunkett, Alan 
Pritchard, Mike Sutcliffe and Ron Thomas.
Victoria Coaches, Leyland TD7, EO 7804 (Torque Nos.66-70)

      Several people have pointed out that HL 
5308 was a TD2, not a TD1.  John Bennett 
confirms that Heaver rebodied all of the chassis 
noted in the last issue: EO 7804, EO 7805, HL 
5308, HL 5330 and HL 7682.  Thanks to the 
late Derek Giles there are good pictures of all 
of them.  The trim does vary, but the overall 
body shape is the same.  In his picture of HL 
5308 you can see the Heaver plate on the step.  

He adds that TD5, RN 8621 (photo caption, last issue) is not listed with Victoria 
Coaches.  Does anyone know the true identity of this TD5?
Neath and Cardiff, WN 7126 (Torque Nos.69&70)
 Ron Thomas says that the body was not by Gloster but by Gloucester Railway 
& Wagon Co. Ltd.  One of the Red & White ones was depicted in their advertisement 
dated 14 Sept. 1933.
Leyland Shed (Torque Nos.69&70)
 John Howie points out that Western Welsh operated a number of Ribble LT2/
Leylands  (initially on hire & later purchased) from the middle of WW2 until 1949.  
The history of their deployment and fate has not been definitively recorded so the 
bodies could be from this batch.    Although the left-hand body appears to be longer 
than the one on the right, this is an illusion.  The length of the rearmost windows and 
the position of the rear wheelarches show that both were ex-LT2 chassis.
Poole, Leyland “TS7 possibly”, DM 9190 (Torque No.70)
 This vehicle was Leyland Lion LT5A, 6768, new to Richardson, Buckley in 
7/35 with a Leyland B32F body.  It passed to Poole, Alsagers Bank, Staffs, in 11/40 
with which it is recorded as being rebodied by Lawton, B35F, in 1947 and also then 
fitted with a Tiger TS-type radiator.  However, both John Bennett and Mike Fenton 
believe that Lawton, rather than rebodying it, rebuilt the original Leyland body using 
much of its structure.  This idea is based on a study of the pillar positions and the 
window shapes, in particular that of the back window, which seem to confirm this 
suggestion.  It also explains why DM 9190 doesn’t look like other Lawton bodies 
of either pre- or post-war style, especially as it is of seven bay construction but it 
does have some Lawton features.  This picture of Turner’s NRE 55 shows many 
similarities to DM 9190.  What connection might there be?



Spring 2016 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 71 27

Littlewoods, Leyland LT5A, AKA 5 (Torque No.70) 
 John Bennett provides the history of this unusual vehicle: the chassis is a 
Leyland Lion LT5A, 3938, and it was bodied as a mobile showroom for Littlewoods 
Mail Order Stores, Liverpool and delivered in 10/34.  It became a lorry with another 
owner in 1941.  Littlewood Happy Shilling Clubs began in the ‘hard’ years of the 
1930s and enabled people to subscribe a shilling at a time to the club and in due 
course receive the household goods they wanted.  The clubs were very successful 
and avoided people getting into debt to buy things, because they paid first!  John 
Howie adds that Littlewoods also had at least two LT7s (9566/7), BKD 925/6, 
recorded as vans but these might also have been equipped as ‘showrooms’.  Cheetah 
LZ2 (14840) was also a van for Littlewoods, DKB 809, 6/37 –later as SMT bodied 
coach C27R with Tantivy, Jersey.
Ripponden and District, Leyland TS2, WW 6814 (Torque No.70)
 Leyland TS2, 60028, WW 6814 was new with a Leyland B29F body in 8/28, 
but it was rebodied as C32F by Shearing & Crabtree c8/36, (or was it 1934?) as 
seen in the photograph in the last issue.  Sold 5/37 to Hall, Bedworth, then Hughes, 
Bulkington 7/41, Warner, Markfield 6/44,  LD Brown (Brown’s Blue), Markfield 
12/47, Hawkins, Loughborough 1/49 and finally Haines (dealer), Gloucester 9/54!
Griffin, EV 7308 (Torque No.70)
           Well, what do you know, another typo!  The registration number was EV 7308 
not 7302, as can be seen from the photograph.  I really must try harder.
 Practically everyone thanked above had their say about this one, almost all 
agreeing about its history.  It was a TD2 (1792) with Dodson H26/26R body, new 
7/32 to Miller Traction Co. Ltd., Ilford, fleet no.9.  It passed to London Transport as 
TD108 in 8/34.  Withdrawn by LPTB in 4/40 it went, via Milburn Motors, Preston 
(dealer), to Griffin Motor Services, Brynmawr, 83, by 1941.  In 1943 it received a 

Note the early 1930s front wheel.         (Leyland Society Archive)
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Northern Coachbuilders UL27/26 body.  The vehicle passed to Red & White in 1950 
as fleet no. 699, later L332, and was withdrawn in 1952.  
 Bob Kell points out that the photograph in Torque No.70 also appears in 
his book with Geoff Burrows on Northern Coachbuilders.  The accompanying  
photographs show it looking very smart with Miller and looking very run down with 
Griffin before rebodying.

A magnificent sight when new!  Note the lack of windscreen.      (J Higham)

Looking very tatty with Griffin prior to rebodying.                        (SL Poole)
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(OS – Roy Marshall)

(Leyland Society Archive)
 

Stanier, Newchapel, Leyland PS1, NRF 198
           Although there is no operator’s name visible on NRF 198, ‘Stanier’s’ can just be 
made out on the cab front of its (half-) sister next to it.  Just look at the arrangement 
of the side windows.  Is this another case of  ‘the morning after’ do you think?

NEW ITEMS
Weardale Motor Services, BUP 736
           A very attractive and well presented bus with an unusual-looking radiator.  
What chassis might it actually have?
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Harris’s Coaches, Leyland TS8, HHK 245
           A very stylish design and it’s a ‘Radio Pullman’, so it should have had a high 
standard of finish.  It surely must have inspired Whitson’s post-war ‘Observation 
Coach’ design, of  Dinky Toys fame.  However, how did anyone get at the engine to 
work on it and was the front nearside sidelight legal like that?  

(OS – Roy Marshall)

(OS – Roy Marshall)

Stevenson, Spath, ‘Leyland’, WJ 9970
           This is clearly an impostor but what is it really?
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This magnificent photograph, found by Mike Jones, Ruthin, proudly shows the fleet of 
Leylands owned by Geo & R Dewhurst in 1913.

 The centre spread photograph in this issue shows an unidentified Leyland F 
or H steam wagon being no.3 in the fleet of Geo & R Dewhurst, Cotton Spinners & 
Manufacturers, Arkwright Works, Preston .  It is depicted again above, after the repairs, 
third in the row of eight Leylands.  The steam wagons are nos.2 to 7, in order + one 
un-numbered at the back, with the newest at the front (no.2, a 1913 Class F wagon, B 
5528, chassis F23/1173).   Second in the line-up is a 1910 Leyland X2 petrol lorry; this 
and about four of the steam wagons were probably second hand to Dewhurst.
 On the left is a very early Subsidy A lorry-bus, B 2335, new at the time.  It was 
a model S3.30.V (S type chassis, S3.30hp engine and V type bevel back axle) with 
detachable bodies, the standard War Office 3 ton cargo body (below left) and a rather 
crude bus body (right – BCVM LB1267/70).   (My mother worked for Dewhurst’s as a 
fabric pattern designer in her 20s but was given the sack because she went to the pictures 
and was seen there at a time when she was on sick leave! – Ed).  
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 It will be recalled that, in Leyland Torque No.69, we looked at the Z type 30 
cwt chassis which sold in modest numbers in the early to mid-1920s.  This time we 
examine two previous attempts at building small commercial vehicles, the Q type, 
just before the First World War, and the 30 cwt experimental chassis built in 1921.
The Q type
 The Class Q was introduced in 1911 in an attempt to break into the market 
for 15 cwt and 1 ton goods vehicles.  It was not a success in that only about 28 
vehicles were built over a 3 year period.  This was due to the fact that they were over-
engineered in usual Leyland tradition and sold at a cost which was grossly more than 
the competition.  It could be however, that some good customers of Leyland Motors 
put pressure on the firm to build some smaller vehicles for their own needs and for 
that reason, Leyland Motors may have felt obliged to go along with them.

        From the outset it was felt that some components 
should be bought in and this particularly applied 
to the engine, of which there were two sizes, built 
by Aster, a French company.  There was a 14hp 
engine for the 15 cwt chassis and 18hp engine for 

B 4213, the first of the two 
Jacobs Q Type vans, elaborately 
signwritten – those were the 
days!             (BCVMT LB0951)
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1 ton chassis, also for the “Town or Private Ambulance”.  The standard wheelbase 
was 11ft 2in and originally the gearbox was probably a bought-in unit.  The radiator 
was of a new design which was more akin to a small version of the 1914 model 
S4.36.T3 (mainly for BAT Group) and the post war low type radiator.  It had a 
honeycomb for cooling and the later type of Leyland badge, similar to the War Office 
Subsidy models built from 1911.  The wheels were initially wooden, artillery type 
running on roller bearings, with solid rubber tyres, though two were built on steel 
wheels, one for Healey Bros, Heywood, which was on pneumatics.
 The letter “Q” was chosen for the Class/model name as that was the next 
available letter in the alphabet starting backwards from Z and this was the last letter 
used in that series, following the letter “R” which referred to the Railcar design.  The 
first Q was built in December 1911, being a 15 cwt small platform lorry with chassis 
no.Q1/697 (Q1 was the line number, 697 referred to the 697th vehicle built since 
1896).  It had an Aster 14hp engine (no.1490W) and a Leyland-built cab and body.  
It was supplied to Robert Hogg (Blackburn) Ltd and was registered B 4176 in the 
Lancashire CC series for cars and light commercials.  
 In 1912 there appeared to have been just five Q types built, probably all 
registered in Lancashire in the light commercial series, one of which was B 4213, a 
small van for W&R Jacob of Liverpool & Dublin, shown in the photograph on page 
32.  Jacobs frequently had “one-off” Leylands with variations to suit their own pur-
poses and this Q Special van was no exception.  Instead of having the conventional 

Q1/697 was the first Q type, being a 15 cwt lorry for Robert Hogg (Blackburn) Ltd in 
December 1911 – the original type of gearbox can clearly be seen in this view.   

(BCVMT LB0788)
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gearbox, it was fit-
ted with a Leyland 
S type lightweight 
4-speed gearbox 
and this can clearly 
be seen in the pho-
tograph of this van.  
This led in August 
1912 to the decision 
to equip the next five 
Q types with Ley-
land gearboxes and, 
judging from the 
photographs of these 
vehicles from about 
Q7 onwards, (the 
Leyland photogra-
pher seemed to pho-
tograph almost all of 
them!) all the rest of 
the Q types had Ley-
land gearboxes.  
 The back axle on 
Q1 may have been a 
lightweight Leyland 
S Type, or possibly 
bought-in, however, 
from Q2 onwards, 
the back axles ap-
peared to have been 
changed to the Ley-
land V type, with the 
axle beam dipping 

down under the differential and with the “axle gearbox” sitting on top of it with the 
half-shafts partly exposed.  This method of construction became a regular feature 
of Leyland back axles for goods vehicles with bevel drive.  This was due to the fact 
that axle castings in those days were weak and could not always take the weight 
and why many early rear axles were cast in 3 separate pieces, bolted together and 
with an adjustable tension bar underneath.  It was not until about 1914 that new 
methods of producing “electric steel castings” enabled stronger one-piece axles to 
be produced.  Front axles for the Q may have been bought-in as there is mention 
in Leyland’s Parts Register of “the French Lemoine” front axle being fitted to a Q 
type.

Top   –   The early gearbox and first back axle used.   
Centre – The Leyland “S” type gearbox and “V” axle.  
Bottom – A close-up of the “V” type back axle.
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 Other variations appeared with the Q and at least one was fitted with an 
S3.24hp Leyland engine – order no.530 (drawing no.2194 for the longer wheelbase 
of 11ft 6in, four inches longer due to the bigger engine).  The designation for this 
Q type for J Greenwood & Co. of Blackburn, would therefore have been S3.24.Q.  
By coincidence, a list of War Office surplus vehicles at Kempton Park in May 1919 
lists 2 Leyland Q types, one of which had chassis no.Q13/1152, being a 1 ton model 

with 24hp engine no.S3/99 
– surely this must be the 
same vehicle?  The other 
War Office surplus chassis 
was described as a Q 15 cwt, 
chassis no.Q19/1417 with 
14hp engine (no.1487W), 
unlikely to have been the 
Ambulance supplied to the 
War Office, as depicted 
on page 115 of the 1914 
Leyland Catalogue No.15A, 
as that had a 18hp engine, so 
probably a requisitioned van.

An 18hp Q type Ambulance was supplied to the War 
Office in 1913, after which it appeared in the 1914 
Catalogue no.15A.                    (Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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 A n o t h e r 
example of a larger 
engine in a Q type 
was the Leyland 
“Small Fire En-
gine” which was 
depicted in Cata-
logue No.15 of 
1914, “Fire Engine 
Supplement”.  This 
had a longer wheel-
base (12ft 0in) and 
the Leyland 
S3.30hp engine 
(sometimes de-
scribed as 30/35hp 

or 32hp).  It had a standard S type 4 speed gearbox with direct drive on 3rd so pos-
sibly the 4th forward speed was an overdrive?   Like other Q types, it had the pat-
ented Leyland central ball transmission thrust and the fire engine had a 30 cwt type 
worm drive (this could have either been the S type or even a small T type rear axle?)  
Goodness knows how LML would have designated that, their system being so com-
plicated – possibly a Q.S3.30.T?!  They were never very consistent with model de-
scriptions!
 Still on solid tyred wheels, the description in the text of the Catalogue says 
that all wheels were of steel, 34in in diameter, but the picture clearly shows wooden 
artillery wheels!  The Small Type Fire Engine had a Braidwood body and Rees-
Roturbo pump with 10ft lift and could deliver 275 gallons per minute at 80lbs.  It was 
fitted with electric head and tail lamps as well as side oil lamps, a bell or gong being 
fitted, and the price was £825 included a first aid kit.  The picture in the Catalogue 
appears to show this fire engine as a Leyland Works Fire Engine No.1 although it 
could no doubt have been used as a demonstrator.
 On the 28th January 1914 London County Council ordered 24 Leyland Fire 
Engines and these were registered in the LH 88xx and LH 91xx series.  Order nos.844 
and 845 were for 12 Motor Pump Fire Engines and 11 Fire Tenders (Escape Vans) 
respectively.  An additional order, no.846, was for one Small Type Fire Engine, Class 
S.24.Q and described as a “District Incident Tender”.  Parts were listed for this in 
March 1914 and it is thought that the vehicle may have been registered LH 9164.  
Records show that LH 9164 was later sold to a Mr Poppel for Stevenage Urban 
District Council for £16, being was described as having a 32hp engine, but it could 
have been the same vehicle.  (Since writing this, a short U-Tube clip shows a small tender 
which could have been the LCC vehicle , with registration which appears to be LH 8811!   
However, a photograph has also turned up of LH 8811 as a Leyland FE.U4.V4, a 55hp 
Escape Van, the first of the LCC batch! – Ed.)

Was this a drawing or a heavily touched up photograph, probably 
the latter, but I suppose we’ll never know?!   

(Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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THE  LEYLAND   CLASS  Q,   15 CWT  &  ONE TON
Reg.No  Model Chassis No. Engine Eng.No Body Type New Original Operator 

B  4176 Q 15 cwt Q1/697 Aster 14 hp 1490W Platform & rail  c12/11 Robert Hogg (Blackburn) Ltd

     ? Q 15 cwt Q2 ?  Aster 14hp?      ? Box Van /12 Crane & Sons, Liverpool, 28

B  4213 Q Special Q3 ? Aster ?      ? Van /12 W&R Jacob, Liverpool & Dublin

B  4355 Q 15 cwt Q4? (43HFW) Aster 14hp? 1117W Van c5/12

B  4393 Q 1 Ton Q5 ? Aster 18hp?      ? Platform&rail c5/12 Darwen Ind'l Co-op, LML Shop Wagon

     ? Q Q6 ? Aster ?      ?      ? c5/12

     ? Q      ?      ?      ?      ?      ?

     ? Q 1 Ton Q7 ? Aster 18hp?      ? Platform&cab c1/13

B  5036 Q 1 Ton Q8/1083 Aster 1478W Sided & rail c1/13

B  5072 Q Q9? (44KFW5) Aster 1777W Van      ? (see below)

     ? Q Special Q9 Aster ?      ? Van c2/13 W&R Jacob, Liverpool & Dublin, 66

     ? Q 1 Ton Q10 ? Aster 18hp?      ? Sided & rail c2/13

B  5111 Q 1 Ton Q11 ? Aster 1459W Van c4/13

     ? S3.30.Q Q12 ? Leyland 32hp ?     ? Fire Engine /13 Leyland Motors No.1

     ? S3.24.Q Q13 ? Leyland 24hp  S3/99     ?      ? c6/13 J.Greenwood & Co,Black'n (Order 530)

     ? S3.24.Q Q13/1152 Leyland 24hp  S3/99      ? /13      ?     (To War Office)

LH 4426 Q 1 Ton      ? Aster 18hp      ? Van /13

     ? Q 15/20ct      ?      ?      ? Tilt Van /13

     ? Q      ? Aster 18hp      ? Ambulance /13 War Office (from new)

B  5327 Q 1 Ton Q17 ? Aster 18hp?      ? Van c10/13 Bayer & Co, Manchester

RI 2700 Q Q18 Aster 18hp      ? Ambulance c12/13

     ? Q 15 cwt Q19/1417 Aster 14hp 1487W      ? /13      ?     (To War Office)

     ? Q      ?      ?      ?      ? /14 Alford & Alder, London

     ? Q      ?      ?      ?      ? /14 G Riley & Co, London

B  5486 Q 1 ton Q21/1503 Aster 1788W Platform & rail c1/14 R.Hogg, Blackburn (Order No.783)

Y  2365 Q 1 Ton Q22 ? Aster 18hp?      ? Van c2/14 W & A Chapman, Taunton

LD  641 Q Q23 ? Aster ?      ? Ambulance c3/14 C W U Westminster

     ? Q 1 Ton Q24 ? Aster 18hp?      ? Van c4/14 Tilbury Laundry

LH9164? S3.24.Q Q25 ? Leyland 24hp S3/xxx Fire Tender /14 London CC (Order No. 846)

B  6244 Q 1 Ton Q26/1681 Aster 18hp?      ? Sided Lorry c7/14 Healey Bros, Heywood (Order No.907)

B   222 Q 1 Ton Q27?(44KFW6) Aster 18hp 2056W c11/14

     ? Q Q28 ? Aster ?      ? Ambulance /17 Dublin  

Notes

Chassis numbers shown in brackets above come from motor tax records and are clearly in an unknown series

Q9 - Both lines almost certainly relate to the same vehicle.

Q13 - Both lines almost certainly relate to the same vehicle

Q28? - Was this built (or a mistake for Q18)?

J&D Whiteley, Birkdale Laundry

(Tribet chassis, see notes)

Hamptons Ltd, London  (Tribet ??)

Horrockses, Crewdon & Co, Preston

E.Roocroft & Son, Bolton   

T.Westby & Sons, Gt Harwood

Jelley & Clarke, Bedford

Chiesman Bros, Lewisham, 42

S Heap & Co,Rochdale (Drg 2159,2/13)

Dublin Corp'n (Order 673,whb.10ft11in)

Ambul' Bus (8s) Elswick Sanitorium (Order No.952)

There are probably 28 vehicles listed after allowing for duplication (eg. War Office requisitions which cannot be identified)

Q6? - LML Parts Register in 5/12 refers to "alterations to spring on Tribet Q chassis" (Could this be Heap or Hampton below?)

Q7 and Q8 - Registration B 5036 and chassis/engine numbers could relate to either of the Horrockses or Roocroft vehicles.

Q9? B 5072 - Last owner (in 3/24)was Thos.Cooper, Ellington Garage' Bostron Rd, Prestatyn, as a private covered van

There were about 11 Q types built in 1913 followed by a further 11 in 1914 bringing 
the total to approximately 28.  This is hardly an outstanding performance, but they 
were no doubt very soundly built, reliable and rather heavy.  However, with a price 
tag of £385 for the 15 cwt and £415 for the 1 ton chassis, these small Leylands were 
very expensive and could not possibly have competed with the Albions and Lacres 
of the time, let alone Ford model T.
(When reading this, you may like to refer to Leyland Society Journal no.2, July 2000, pages 
40/41, which gave the chassis number and Lancs CC registration number sequences by 
year, as they were best known at that time, now 16 years ago! – Ed.)
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Not the prettiest of vans, this Q type was new 
to J&D Whiteley, Birkdale Steam Laundry, 
registered B 4355 (seen here on trade plates 
B8K).  It was last licensed to Birkdale 
Laundry in January 1921. (BCVMT LB0904)

B 5111 again had a Leyland gearbox, being a 
One Ton van for Jelley & Clarke of Bedford 
(telephone: 3Y4). Note the varnished wood 
back to the cab with entrance door.   

(BCVMT LB1125)

RI 2700 was a Q type Ambulance Van, 
chassis no.Q18 for Dublin Corporation, new 
Dec 1913.  It was order no.673 with a 10ft 
11in wheelbase.  Note the speaking tube for 
the driver, the mechanical horn and steel 
spoked rear wheels.          (BCVMT LB1425)

B 4393 was a small wagon new to Darwen 
Industrial Co-operative Society in the 
summer of 1912.  By 12 months later it had 
become a Shop Wagon for Leyland Motors.   

(BCVMT LB0944)

B 5486 was a second Q type bought by Mr 
Hogg, Blackburn, this time a One Ton model 
on “Electric steel” cast wheels.   

(BCVMT LB1416)

Possibly the last Q type to be built was 
an 8 seater Ambulance Bus for Elswick 
Sanitorium in November 1914.   This carried 
a re-issued Lancashire registration, B 222, 
and lasted until August 1924, latterly as a 
lorry.                                 (BCVMT LB1631)
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An Amazing Coincidence
 In 1984/85 I had a telephone call from a friend in Lancashire who told me that 
the old Leyland North Works was being demolished and a number of early Leyland 
bonnets had been found underneath the floorboards, sitting on the dirt, still with their 
original coats of paint and properly lined out.  There were two model Q type bonnets 
and three X type bonnets, all dating from the 1912/13 period, and perhaps these had 
been too good to throw away at the time.  In the same week, Gordon Baron (then in 
charge of the BCVM Archive) told me about an old Brewery at Charnock Richard in 
Lancashire that had latterly been used by a haulage company which at one time had 

Possibly the only Q type on pneumatic tyres, mid-1914, a little truck for Healey Bros, 
Heywood.                                              (BCVMT LB1576)

An illustration in Leyland 
Catalogue no. 15, produced 
late in 1913 in readiness 
for 1914 year, with a 1 ton 
van sold to Chiesman Bros, 
Lewisham, with Aster 18hp 
engine in 1913.  Some Q 
customers are also listed.    
    (Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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also run a Charabanc.  They had 
used one of the upper rooms of 
the Brewery to store spare parts 
and it was full of 1920s Leyland 
bonnets, petrol tanks, scuttles, 
engine under-trays etc.  Doug 
Jack, of “The Leyland Bus” fame, 
who then worked for Leyland 
Bus, kindly arranged to recover 
all of these goodies, store them 
for me, and then with help from 
Friends of the BCVM, dispatch 
them to my home in a Leyland 
Bus “Shop Wagon”.  Three 
of these bonnets were merely 
cleaned up and painted and used 

in my restorations of early Leylands – the Chocolate Express, the London Central X 
Type and the LNWR charabanc.  The Q type bonnets, one painted a dark green, the 
other pale yellow, were too small to use but I have kept them for posterity.

 When starting to write this 
article I retrieved the two Q 
type bonnets from my “Grotto” 
(the larger Leyland parts store) 
to compare them with the 
photographs I had to choose from 
to accompany this article, only 
to realise that the one painted in 
a biscuit yellow colour, lined out 
in black, had on its underside a 
message written in chalk saying 
“Jacob Q9”.  I had not noticed 
this chalk mark before but 
immediately compared it with the 
list of Q types that I had prepared 
for the article.  

 W&R Jacob had two Q types and it was clearly not from the first one, the 
van shown in the picture on page 32, which had different louvers.  The second of 
the two would have been the 9th or 10th Q type built.  Now, look again at our centre 
spread photograph of the Leyland repair bays at North Works.  It shows a Q type 
Leyland Shop Wagon, the One Ton lorry, B 4393, and behind it is a Jacob’s van body, 
no.66, removed from its chassis and standing on trestles.  The steering wheel of 
the Q type chassis can only just be seen behind another vehicle, but just to right of 
that, sitting on the bench is the bonnet from that Jacob’s van.  This has 10 louvres, 

Part of the “pile of scrap” delivered to my driveway 
– like “gold dust!”  On the right is a Leyland RAF 
Type chassis rescued from the grounds of what had 
been Florence Nightingale’s house.  On this rests the 
collapsed remains of the Charabanc body.  

(Mike Sutcliffe)

The writing in chalk says “Jacob Q9”, now over 100 
years old!  (Mike Sutcliffe)
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the bonnet fixing lugs and the 
paintwork are identical to my 
biscuit coloured bonnet that was 
found under the floorboards – in 
fact, this just has to be the same 
bonnet as the one that I now 
have.  The Jacob’s van must have 
been in for a substantial repair, 
possibly even being fitted with a 
replacement engine which would 
render the old bonnet useless, 
but it was obviously too good to 
throw away – what an amazing 
coincidence that the Leyland 
photographer just happened to be 
taking a photograph of the repair 
shop at the same time that my 
bonnet stood, unobscured, on the 
bench!
 This required a further delve 
into the Leyland Society’s PDF 
copies of the LML Drawings 
Register, which revealed that 
drawings were made for the 
second Jacob’s van in Dec.1912 
to Feb.1913, order no.531, 
a special van with 10ft 3in 
wheelbase and fitted with Aster 
16/20hp engine.  This was 
presumably built around Feb/
March 1913.  A few months later, 
in July 1913, drawing no.2301 
refers to an Aster 20hp engine 
(no.44KFW) with alterations to 
the engine casing (this would be 
the crankcase).  The timing of the 
photograph is perfect so surely 
must  prove that Q9 was B 5072, 
one and the same bonnet now 
safely stored in my “Grotto”!

The Jacob’s Q9 bonnet stands next to my 1913 
Barnsley & District S3.30.T bus .  The bonnet for that 
cost me £10, in mint condition, from F Bilsborrow, 
near Leyland.  This was another amazing find, it stood 
in his yard next to a Rolls Royce Merlin engine out of 
a Spitfire!  Perhaps it had been found with the others?    
                                                  (Mike Sutcliffe)

A view of  the petrol vehicle bay of the workshop, 
taken from the Centre Spread.   In the centre is the 
Jacob’s van body, no.66.

Jacob’s Q9 bonnet sits on the bench 
next to the gearbox from the van.
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 Whilst on the subject of little Leylands there was one further attempt that 
Leyland made to get into the small vehicle market and this has not previously been 
publicised.  The Leyland photographic register records glass negative no.P1218, 
dated 28th June 1921, being described as a 30 cwt frame.  It was photographed at 
regular intervals, on 5th July, 20th July, 27th July and 3rd August showing the gradual 
progress of the erection of the chassis in the main Chassis Assembly Shop at North 
Works.  By 30th August it appears to have been completed with several close-up 
shots of various parts of the chassis, some of which are reproduced here.

The experimental 30 cwt chassis takes shape on 3rd August 1921, with giant pneumatic tyres 
and transmission.  (BCVMT  L001264)
 After that it just disappeared.  There are no further photographs of the vehicle 
either in chassis form or carrying a body and one can only presume that the whole 
project was abandoned.  It came at a time when Leyland Motors was feeling the 
severe impact of the depression and were possibly making an attempt to widen their 
appeal to customers by having a “lightweight” model.  However, I do not think 
that Leyland ever knew the meaning of the word “lightweight”!   In usual Leyland 
fashion, everything looks very solidly built;  it had an enormous main prop shaft and 
back axle, also finned brake drums which looked rather like those on the Leyland 
Eight.  Parry Thomas was the Chief Engineer at the time this 30 cwt chassis was built 
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and this odd chassis appears 
to have some of his “quirky 
features”.
 It had a 4 cylinder 
side-valve engine, very broad 
across the width as will be 
seen from the photographs.  
It is not known whether 
Leyland Motors built the 
engine from scratch or 
whether it was bought in; 
there are casting numbers on 
various parts prefixed “EL” 
– can any reader identify this 
engine please?
 The wheels seem to be 
enormous for a 30 cwt, with 
Goodyear Cord 36 x 6 tyres 
(24in wheels), very modern 
for its day but more suitable 
for a 3 tonner.   There are a 
few features of the chassis 
that may have been carried 
over to the Z type 30 cwt 
chassis of 1923.  Had it not 
been for these few glass 
plate negatives in the BCVM 
archive, we would never have 
known that this experimental 
chassis ever existed!
 After this folly, 
customers had to wait 
a further ten years until 
Leyland Motors attempted 
to get into the lightweight 
market again  – with the Cub, 
and with which they had a lot 
more success, albeit with a 
slightly heavier model.

Offside of the engine and controls of the 30 cwt.    
(BCVMT  L001285) 

The side valve engine was very broad – who made it?   
(BCVMT  L001287)

With this angular radiator, 
Parry Thomas must have been 
involved in its design!   

(BCVMT  L001289)
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Service Manuals & Parts Lists
 A big thank you to several people who have sent details of their manuals, 
including Ian Ashman, Fraser Clayton (for those held by the HCVS), Barry Dodd, 
Gary Dwyer, Bruce Macphee, Ron Thomas (for those held by Kithead Trust), and 
Brian Wright.  Our Don Hilton has agreed to list these in a logical manner so that 
we can easily see just what is available.  It’s much too big a job to copy them all, 
or scan them to PDF, but he will look at the more useful areas where manuals are 
helpful, also more common among several models – items like engines, gearboxes, 
braking systems etc.  It may then be possible to make copies of these available to 
members, or even a complete manual for a specific model when needed.  When 
Don has a suitable list ready, we will make a digital copy of the list available so that 
members can review it.  Thank you also Ron Thomas for sending various snippets of  
interesting information and photocopies.

Bolton Massey bodied Titans – from Harold Peers
 I thought you might like to scan the enclosed photograph of a line up of Bolton 
Corporation Leyland TD5c Titans, delivered in January 1939 with H28/26R bodies 
by Massey, nos.153-77, ABN 601-25).  I acquired the photo from Norman Massey 
on a visit to the Pemberton, Wigan, coach works when a schoolboy in the 1950s.   

(The picture was too big for my scanner so I photographed it as well with a digital camera.  
Here is the sharper image, which includes the first ten of the 25 buses.  I remember the 
Bolton livery as being a darkish maroon with three cream bands, black beadings and 
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heavily varnished, (before they lightened it to cherry red in a Plymouth style layout around 
1960 and ruined it!)  From about 1933 to the War, the cream bands gave way to a darker 
colour (red?), nicely lined out – what was this colour? – Ed.)

Bate Brothers Haulage, Gornal – from David Bate 
  My grandfather, James Bate, with his brother Clarence started a haulage 
company after they left the army in 1919 using ex-army Leyland lorries, operating 
from Gornal, nr Dudley, West Midlands.  They built up a sizeable haulage company 
before retiring and selling out to BRS in 1949 and stayed loyal to Leyland lorries.  
Some rolling chassis and engines were bought from Ribble Motor Services in 
Lancashire, re-constructing them with a singe drivers cab and with an extended flat 
bed platform over the engine to carry longer lengths of steel.  They also bought one 
Reo Speedwagon which was a rare lorry in those days.
  Unfortunately the brothers died in the late 1960s when I was a teenager;  I have 
almost no memories and all records were destroyed.  The yard and buildings in Jews 
Lane, Gornal, was purchased by a building company and I have a 1954 photo with 
a semi-derelict Leyland in the foreground, probably a former Bate Brothers lorry.  
I would appreciate you publishing the above as a letter in the magazine, hopefully 
it may bring responses with more information.  David Bate, Parc yr Onnen, Dinas 
Cross, Pembrokeshire, SA42 0SU (telephone 01348-811700 evenings).

Berkshire & Reading Cub Fire Engine – from Brian Baxter
 The colour picture of AMO 654 on page 3 of Torque no.70 was taken in 
the early 1950s, judging from the uniform of the fireman.  The Cub was new to 
Wokingham BC and was received before the creation of a rural district brigade so 
it simply carried the name ‘Wokingham’.  It seems that Wokingham BC started the 
process of taking over responsibility for local parish engines from 1938 under the 
ARP  precautions but was swallowed up by the National Fire Service in 1941.  On 
de-nationalisation on 1st April 1948 a new County Fire Brigade was formed and 
it was absorbed by Reading Borough Brigade, hence the ‘Reading & Berkshire’ 
description.  The photo in Leyland Torque shows it very soon after an overhaul when 
it was completely repainted and the Merryweather Ladder stripped & re-varnished.   
It remained in operational use until 1963 when it was sold for preservation to a DK 
Nicholas of Virginia Water, and is probably still in existence.  Thanks to Paul Lacey, 
Simon Ryan and John Thompson, all of whom have added more information.

Ministry of Supply Factory – from Chris Green
 Mr Markland’s name (mentioned in Food for Thought) was well known to 
us on the training schemes although I never met him.  When I joined the training 
scheme in late 1964, he had been sent south to sort Standard Triumph out.  I think 
they came into the Leyland fold in 1961 or 1962 and he probably retired after that. 
  I have a 15-page booklet with white cardboard covers, a tassel and string in 
gold and a gold Centurion image on the front.  The booklet is “Recording the occasion 
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of the visit of the Right Honourable Duncan Sandys MP, Minister of Supply to the 
Leyland Motors Limited Ministry of Supply Factory at Leyland, Lancashire on 23rd 
October 1953.”  Inside, there are photographs of MoD chaps and generals.  For the 
Leyland team there are photographs of CB Nixon, Chairman, LML, H Spurrier, MD, 
LML and S Markland OBE, Joint General Manager LML. There is no mention of the 
other Joint General Manager.  It seems that the factory was offered to Leyland in Jan 
1951 and the purchase was largely complete by the end of 1953, including the railway 
sidings and a bridge over the railway.  The ‘figure of eight’ test track including the 

flyover was 
there in April 
1953.  In-
te res t ingly, 
the archi-
tects were 
F a i r h u r s t s 
of Manches-
ter, who I 
think were 
the architects 
for the new 
Leyland As-
sembly Plant 
(LAP) in the 
early 1980s. 

Bee’s Transport, Hinckley, Leics – from Ron Maybray
 I thought that readers may like to see this picture which appeared in the local 
Hinckley paper a year or so ago.  It depicts a Leyland Lynx, AUT 933, no.16 in 
the fleet of Bee’s Transport.  EE Bee (Dicky Bee) started his transport business in 
1919 with two ex-Army lorries, later with depots in Hinckley and Morley, Leeds, 
Linwood in Scotland and Feltham, building up to a fleet of 285 vehicles in 1986, 
with a large number of Scania box vans.  Following a series of takeovers the business 
declined badly and was gone by 1990.

Richard Sumner – from Dr John Hart, Tadley, Hants
          My grandfather on my mother’s side was Mr Richard Sumner, Chief Accountant 
of Leyland Motors Ltd.  He retired in 1919 and his retirement clock sits on a bookcase 
in my sitting room to this day.  Leyland Motors was started by James Sumner, but 
my mother said that there was no connection with our Sumners.  James Sumner had 
poor eyesight in later life and, from memory, he retired in the early 1920s and died 
late twenties.  (There seem to be quite a lot of people in Leyland with the name Sumner, in 
fact there was a remarkable coincidence in that, up to a few years ago the MD of Leyland 
Trucks was a Jim Sumner! – Ed.)
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SALES
Leyland Comet Badge (off-side)  –  Average condition with fixing studs.  
Offers to David Hardy, 07730 220485, or 01284 881338.

Leyland Comet Chassis –  In need of restoration,  registered LRH 442, with 
original O.300 engine (model O/300/21, no.4634).  Ken Longthorne,  07759 330839.

COVER PICTURES
Front Cover
 After the Second World War, Scout Motor Services, Preston, had a policy of 
ordering vast numbers of new coaches, mainly Leyland Tigers and Bedford OBs, 
which didn’t last long in their fleet.  Photographs of them are difficult to come by 
and this was a recent lucky find.  Due to the fact that there was a severe shortage of 
coaches at the time, second hand prices probably remained quite high, they could 
then sell them for a good price after a very short life thereby retaining a modern 
fleet.   BRN 690 was one of these, a Tiger PS1/1, 472697 (line no.1709), with 
Belhouse Hartwell C33F body, new in April 1948.  It was withdrawn and sold in 
September 1951 to F&J Mitchell, Luthermuir in April 1954, afterwards becoming 
a works bus until being last licensed in May 1962.   (Mike Sutcliffe collection) 

The PSV Circle produced a booklet late last year (C1500) listing Leyland Post-War Tigers, 
PS, OPS & LOPS which runs to 185 pages, cost £12 to non-members.  This is an excellent 
record of Tiger production from 1946 to as late as 1968.

Back Cover   
 This picture was taken on 1st June 1938 to show the new model of Leyland 
Steer TEC3 chassis with an experimental radiator in readiness for the new streamlined 
cab.  The building in the background was at South Works and was built as the Titan 
Body Shop when increased capacity was needed to cope with all the orders for the 
TD1.   (Unfortunately this has been poorly scanned some time ago by someone who didn’t 
fully understand the process and has lost some of the detail, bleached out in the adjustments 
following scanning.  We pride ourselves with our magazines in trying to achieve the best 
possibly standards and it is important that the scanning of photographs is done properly.  If 
any reader would like guidance on this, please email the editor who will gladly send some 
easy to use guidelines.)                                                                                  (BCVMT L021877)
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 Opinions and views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
Society, its officers or the Editor. The Editor would be pleased if members could bring to his 
attention any errors. Every effort is made to give due credit for all photographs and material 
used. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, then the Editor must be informed 
to enable acknowledgement to be made. Under the Data Protection Act 1984, the Society 
gives notice that membership records, Leyland Vehicle Register details and Leyland Torque 
dispatch information are held on a data base. The Society undertakes that this information is 
not divulged to any outside agency or individual.
 This issue of Leyland Torque has been produced by Mike Sutcliffe, with proof reading 
by Gordon Brooke and John Bennett. It was printed by AB Print Group, Leeds. Distribution 
by RnB Mailing, Leeds. Items for inclusion in the Summer 2016 issue should be sent to 
the Editor by 20th April 2016, please.

BTB 613 was an early example of a Titan TD4c (chassis no.11175) with Leyland 
All-Metal H30/26R body built to the Bailey design.  When new in July 1936, it was 
used as a demonstrator to Northampton Corporation who decided to buy it, becoming 
no.83 in their fleet.  Clearly they were not sufficiently impressed as following orders 
were for Daimlers with the more economical Gardner 5LW oil engine.  In May 
1949 it was withdrawn and sold to York Bros, Northampton, no.4, who replaced the 
Torque Converter with a conventional gearbox.  It lasted until November 1956 when 
it was scrapped.                        (OS – Roy Marshall)

A VERY ATTRACTIVE BACK OF A BUS !



Leyland Fleet Series
Books recording the operators and fl eets of important Leyland customers
• Wigan Corporation £7.95
• Southport Corporation £7.95
• Leigh Corporation £8.95
• Leyland Fire Engines 1930-1942 £8.95
• Buses of Burnley, Colne & Nelson £8.95
• Plymouth City Corporation £8.95
• The History of Halton Borough Transport £8.95
• Ribble Double Deck Coaches £8.95
• Edinburgh Corporation & Lothian £9.95
• The Leyland Lion (Origins to 1929) £14.95       Prices including P&P

Leyland Torque and Journal
All back numbers of Torque and Journal are 
available
• £6.00 for Torque
• £8.00 for Journal
(With special deals for larger quantities)

Binders are also available which hold 8 issues
• £8.00 for Torque
• £9.00 for Journal
Prices inc P&P 

Society Clothing
Placket Sweatshirt
Available in Navy Blue, and Burgundy
Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL
£25.84 inc P&P                                     
Polo Shirts, Body Warmers and High Visibility 
Waistcoasts are also available, more details 
can be obtained at www.leylandsociety.co.uk

Rally Mementos
Available for most Leyland Gatherings see website 
or brochure for other Badges available.
The Badges shown here are from the most 
recent Rallies.
Price £7.00 each including P&P

See our website for special offers - www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Please send your order to the address below

All prices include P&P for UK orders only (non-UK by arrangement)
Payments should be made to “The Leyland Society”

The Leyland Society, 2 Severn View, Cinderford, Glos, GL14 2XE

Baseball Cap £11.99
inc P&P
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