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EDITORIAL

Issue No. 70 Winter 2015

 As this issue of Torque is a special one, having reached a round number, we 
thought it would be a good idea to include a good deal of colour.  It is not easy to 
achieve this as colour photography didn’t really get established until the 1960s, hence 
the mixture of colour and black and white.  There are plenty of monthly magazines 
that cover the more recent period, including the rally and restoration scene, so we 
pride ourselves in covering more of the historical period and going into a lot more 
depth on subjects than most of our contemporaries.  This severely affects our ability 
to include colour, but it does enable us to include much of the colourful Leyland 
literature of various sorts, like the Leyland Ladies in this issue.
          Those of us who remember the 1950s and 1960s will recall seeing the Leyland 
calendars on the wall of commercial vehicle operators;  they were very tasteful, far 
superior to Pirelli’s efforts, and the motto “The Leyland, She’s a Lady” was “spot 
on” – they filled you full of pride for Britain’s premier commercial vehicle producer 
of that time.  But, they say that “pride comes before a fall” – and it certainly did in 
Leyland’s case!   (Please note, we are one calendar missing – can you help?)       
          Seventy issues means 17½ years!   Doesn’t time fly?   I have edited every 
one of these, and all 17 Journals – of course with help from others, and I’m happy 
to continue to do so provided that you as members / readers, are happy with the 
presentation and content.  There is so much information and so many stories to tell 
that we could go on for another 100 issues, not that I am offering the service for 
another 25 years!  
          Following our AGM, and an excellent talk given by Ray Ashworth, MD of 
DAF Trucks Ltd, we are pleased to include a page on recent events at DAF with the 
latest products from the Leyland Trucks factory.  We hope this will become a regular 
feature in Leyland Torque.
          On another topic, your Committee is looking into the possibility of scanning 
Leyland Service Manuals and preparing PDF files, so as to help Leyland owners with 
the maintenance of their vehicles.  We have a good collection of Service Manuals 
and Parts Lists but would like to know what else there is out there.  Would you be 
prepared to advise me by email if you have any manuals, which 
ones, and would you be prepared to loan them for a short time, 
to be scanned and PDFs made?
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LEYLAND SOCIETY AGM   
(Sunday 15th November, 2015)

 We held the 2015 AGM at the Museum of Transport in Coventry, with 19 
members present and a few visitors, rather more people than usual and this was a 
pleasant surprise.  The formal business was completed fairly quickly and after this 
there followed an excellent talk given by Ray Ashworth, Managing Director of DAF 
Trucks Ltd, Thame, on his career of 46 years, starting with Leyland and then with 
the DAF organisation.  We also felt it an honour that Andrea Thompson, a former 
Managing Director of Leyland Trucks, had come to the meeting and it was good to 
be able to have a brief chat with her.

LEYLAND GATHERING - SUNDAY 3rd JULY 2016
120 Years of Leyland Motors

 As you drive from the M6 towards Leyland a large sign reminds you of how 
long Leyland have been manufacturing vehicles in the town.  Well next year is the 
official 120th Anniversary of the formation of Leyland Motors in 1896 and we plan 
to celebrate this milestone by holding our Gathering in Leyland.  The significance 
of the event has also been recognised by Leyland Trucks and they have invited us to 
hold a display at the Leyland Assembly Plant at Croston Road on Sunday 3rd July.  
Our display will form part of an Open Day at the Plant for employees and their 
families.  The factory will be open so that visitors can see the modern and efficient 
assembly operations at Leyland and factory tours will also be available to Society 
members.  However, for security and safety reasons, entry to the Leyland Trucks 
site and the Gathering display will be by ticket only.  Leyland Trucks have kindly 
agreed to provide each entrant with up to three tickets for each vehicle so please state 
the number required on your entry form.  Members who do not enter a vehicle but 
wish to attend the event can obtain tickets by sending a SAE to Gary Dwyer at the 
address inside the front of this issue (and also on the entry form).  Similar to vehicle 
entries, a maximum of 3 tickets can be provided to each postal request so please 
remember to specify the number you require.  Whilst we will try to accommodate 
as many people to the event as possible, the total number of tickets available to the 
Society will be limited so tickets will be issued on a first-come, first-served basis.  
There is likely to be a large demand for this event and our display area is limited so 
to avoid disappointment please return the vehicle entry form included with this issue 
of Torque as soon as possible.  
          We are advised by Leyland Trucks that as there will be a large number of 
pedestrians on site, safety will be paramount.  The event will open at 11.00am and 
all vehicles have to be in position by 10.30am.  Leyland Trucks cannot allow any 
vehicle movements whilst the Open Day is in progress.  Similarly, the event will 
close at 4.00pm but no vehicle movements will be permitted until 4.30pm. 
          Please ensure you include up to date contact details on your entry form so that 
in the event of any last minute changes we are able to contact you.  If you have an 
e-mail address, please include that on your entry form.  Be assured we will only use 
e-mail addresses in relation to the Gathering and not for any other purpose.
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TWO INTERESTING LEYLANDS

Paul Lacey has recently come across this very nice colour photo of a Cub Fire Engine of 
Berkshire & Reading Fire Brigade.  It was presumably taken when new due to the pristine 
condition of the newly varnished ladder.  Could it be AMO 654, an FK6, chassis14642, new 
7/37, but listed as of Wokingham FB?

Richard Lukey has asked if we can tell him anything about this Leyland Tiger 
OPS1, the snapshot being taken for Richard Hurd an ex AEC service engineer (he is 
in the cab) between 1975 and 1977, at CUTSCA in Uruguay.  He was by then part 
of the team in Caracas commissioning the Nationals.   CUTSCA at that time had a 
number of AECs still in 
operation and Richard 
flew from Caracas 
to assist with service 
issues.  This was one 
of 89 OPS1s, new to 
CUTSCA in 1946/47, 
fleet no 630, reg no. 
45630.  The body was 
by CLASA B30R, 
we know the range of 
chassis numbers, but no 
individual ones.  Can 
anybody please help?
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Best Factory Awards, 2015
Leyland Trucks crowned Supply Chain 

Champions
 Leyland Trucks has been rewarded for its supply chain excellence at the 
recent Best Factory Awards 2015, where the company was crowned Supply Chain 
Champion 2015.  The company, which currently employs 900 people, produces 
around 15,500 individually specified DAF trucks each year, shipped to markets 
across Europe, and further afield, including central America, Taiwan and Australia.
 Judges credited the strength of Leyland Truck’s supply chain with the 
company’s ability to build its large range of vehicles to exacting specification within 
very fast lead times.  The company was also recognised for its use of a sophisticated 
material planning software and ability to maintain close links with predominantly 
UK-based suppliers for the powertrain element of trucks, with every effort made to 
ensure material availability stays high while inventory levels remain low.
 Leyland’s production volumes have risen by 30% in the past five years, along 
with continuous improvement to its design, production and logistics to help the plant 
keep pace. This has resulted in huge savings from improvement projects and 95% of 
customer orders delivered on-time in-full with less than 1% off-line work in progress.
 Bryan Sitko, Managing Director, Leyland Trucks collected the award on 
behalf of the company: “We are thrilled to receive this accolade, it is a genuine 
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reflection of the hard work and commitment of every one of our 
employees.  “Our supply chain is critical to our success, so we 
must pay tribute to each link in this chain, both in the UK and 
further afield, who each contribute to the quality of our vehicles 
and the international reputation of our brand.  It is this team work 
which is testament to British manufacturing at its best.”
 Dr Marek Szwejczewski, director of the Best Factory 
Awards, said: “We hear a lot about the poor performance of UK 
manufacturing, especially the productivity gap.  However, a visit 
to this year’s Best Factory Award winners quickly eradicates 
such misconceptions about the state of UK manufacturing.  “The 
best plants have been continuously improving in terms of delivery, quality, and 
importantly productivity. The Best Factory Award winners provide the benchmark 
of manufacturing excellence and we are very proud to acknowledge and celebrate 
their achievements.”
 Presented in London in front of an audience of more than 250 manufacturing 
leaders, ten different winners were selected across 14 awards, along with a number 
of Highly Commended wins, all championing UK manufacturing.

Leyland manufactures the entire DAF product range, including the new 2016 addition 
Euro 6 LF series.  The new LF 2016 Edition features many enhancements to the 4.5 litre 
PACCAR PX-5 engine, new 12 speed AS Tronic automated gearbox, longer wheel base 
options and enhanced fuel tank configurations contribute to the highest vehicle efficiency.  
Additional options are also available including a new aero package and advanced 
technologies such as Lane Departure Warning System, Advanced Emergency Braking 
System, Forward Collision Warning and Adaptive Cruise Control.
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 Early in 2015 a group of philanthropists decided to save two parts of 
the very successful displays of poppies which had been exhibited at the Tower of 
London to honour those who sacrificed their lives in World War 1.  These exhibits are 
now touring the country over the next four years and DAF Trucks are the transport 
sponsor for these presentations.
 Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Woodhorn Museum in Northumberland and 
St George’s Hall Liverpool are the locations that will present the iconic poppy 
sculptures,Wave and Weeping Window in 2015.  The new presentations will give 
people across the UK the chance to experience the impact of the ceramic poppy 
sculptures in a range of places of particular First World War resonance.
 Wave and Weeping Window are from the installation Blood Swept Lands 
and Seas of Red – poppies and original concept created by artist Paul Cummins and 
installation designed by Tom Piper – by Paul Cummins Ceramics Ltd in conjunction 
with Historic Royal Palaces.  The installation was originally at HM Tower of 
London, from August to November 2014, where 888,246 poppies were displayed, 
one to honour every death in the British and Colonial forces of the First World War.  
Weeping Window is the cascade of poppies that was seen pouring out of a high 
window down to the grassed moat below. Wave is a curling swathe of poppies which 
rose up to create an arch over the entrance to the Tower. 
          The two sculptures, which together have over 10,000 poppies, have been saved 
for the nation by the Backstage Trust and the Clore Duffield Foundation, and gifted to 
14-18 NOW and Imperial War Museums.  Financial support for the presentations has 
been received from the Department for Culture, Media and Sport and the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, and fundraising for the presentations is ongoing.
 DAF Trucks has been market leader in the UK for well over a decade, 

now accounting for about one in 
three of all new trucks sold here.  
The company is also the only 
volume truck maker to design 
and build trucks in Britain at its 
state of the art plant, Leyland 
Trucks in Lancashire.  Both DAF 
and Leyland are subsidiaries of 
PACCAR Inc, the worldwide 
quality leader in the design 
and manufacture of premium 
light, medium and heavy-duty 
commercial vehicles.DAF XF Euro 6,  6x2 tractor,  460 bhp
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 This month we are featuring some photographs provided by Ross Barrington 
which recall his time during the 1980s delivering Leylands to many different parts 
of the country.  Although Leyland employed their own drivers to deliver chassis to 
bodybuilders or dealers, sometimes they needed the services of outside companies to 
cope with peak demands.  One of those companies was K. W. Brady & Co, of Formby, 
and they often employed Ross as a contract “Trade Plater” to carry out deliveries for 
them.  All photographs are by Ross Barrington or part of his collection.  Captions for 
the photographs have been put together by Gary Dwyer using information supplied 
by Ross.

One of the Baghdad 
Atlanteans was damaged 
when it was being shipped 
to Iraq.  It is not known if 
the vehicle was dropped 
or crushed between decks 
but the body had suffered 
irreparable damage when 
this photo was taken in 
Rotterdam.  Outwardly, the 
vehicle looks to be standing 
evenly so perhaps the 
chassis fared better than 
the body.  Does anyone 
know its fate?   

This is one of Ross’s 
favourite vehicles that he 
had the pleasure of driving.  
This Landtrain was fitted 
with chrome bumper, bull 
bar and air cleaners and 
was destined for South 
Africa – perhaps for use 
as a demonstrator?  This 
photo was taken at Harwich 
and it is coupled to a semi-
trailer with a fully loaded 
container.
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Leyland painted several 
demonstrators in the blue 
T45 Team promotional 
livery and probably the 
most photographed was 
this 17-28 4x2 unit, 
registered B733 UHG.  
Photographed by Ross at 
Heathrow Truck Centre, 
this unit was being used for 
promotional purposes and 
being photographed in the 
cab was the model Linda 
Lusardi.

Photographed at the 
Leyland Service Depot in 
Nottingham, this smart-
liveried ECW bodied LHD 
Olympian demonstrator 
was believed to be destined 
for Greece.  Ross did not 
drive this one but would 
have liked an opportunity 
to try it out!  It is parked 
alongside an ex-London 
Transport DMS that has 
been converted into a 
mobile exhibition unit.

The Leyland Super 
Comet chassis was a 
model specially designed 
for export markets so 
they were not seen in 
the UK.  Ross and his 
colleagues collected these 
shiny refuse collection 
vehicles, complete with 
crew cabs and took them 
to Southampton from 
where they were exported 
to Baghdad.  Ross believes 
the order was for a total of 
twenty vehicles. 
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Five of Ross’s colleagues 
at King Trailers in Market 
Harborough collecting 
Leyland badged Landtrain 
30-29s.  The Cummins 
powered vehicles were 
believed to be destined 
for South Africa, possibly 
as part of relief work 
organised by Bob Geldorf.  
They are all fitted with 
a “Tropical Roof” – an 
additional roof above the 
cab to reduce the amount 
of heat absorbed due to 
direct sunlight. 

Leyland used this Landtrain 
for publicity purposes at a 
number of events during the 
1980s.  It was painted in a 
special green livery and fitted 
with a chrome bumper, bull 
bar, grille and air cleaners.  
The front Trilex wheels 
were also chrome plated 
but the rear wheels were 
conventional and painted.  
A stainless steel Eminox 
exhaust system completed 
the customisation. It 
was another of Ross’s 
favourite vehicles and was 
photographed at Toddington 
Services. 

This dual door ECW 
bodied Leyland Olympian 
was photographed by Ross 
at Nottingham Service 
Centre during one of his 
visits.  Note the completed 
Leyland Atlanteans for 
Bagdhad parked in the 
background, presumably 
waiting to be taken to the 
docks to be shipped to Iraq.     
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251.  Burton Tailoring , Lioness Six LTB1

It has been suggested that the photograph of UA 9700 in Torque No.69 may show 
a replacement body.  Montague Burton had a 
number of vans based on passenger chassis.  
The November 1928 copy of Motor Transport 
depicts one on a Daimler CF6 which is thought 
to have been used as the basis for one built on 
a Leyland Lioness Six chassis in the following 
year (LTB1 chassis no. 50564, UA 9700).  There 
is a photograph of the Daimler at the Leyland 
works suggesting that it might have been copied 
by the bodybuilding department.  The original 
Lioness Six body was cosmetically altered 
with additional trim and a more prominent 
‘destination board’ when the vehicle was fitted 
with a Gardner oil engine.  There was only ever 
one Leyland (previous references to UA 9704 are 
erroneous), although other operators had Lioness 
based vans.  It is hoped to feature these in a later 
issue of Torque.  Tony Holdsworth and others 
have helped to clarify this correct information.

Leeds Depot took order CMO15039, 31/5/29, for one LTB1 Lioness Six with Box Van body 
by Leyland, at £1025 + £315 for body, chassis no.50564, for Montague Burton , Leeds.  It 
was photographed on 30/9/29 (above) and delivered on 1/10/29, registered UA 9700. 

(BCVMT L006893)

The red and black Daimler CF6 van 
in the Leyland works, ready to be 
measured up for a suitable fitting on 
a Lioness Six!    (BCVMT L006171)
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252. North Western, Titan PD2/10, EDB 325
 Leyland records show that this vehicle was originally ordered by McNemery 
(a member of A1, Ardrossan group) but 
delivered to North Western on 15/5/52.
255. The Continuation School
 At least three of the individuals 
mentioned in Torque No.69 had long careers 
with Leyland. 
 Arthur Hosker had achieved the 
status of Production Manager by 1961 and 
was further promoted to General Manager 
(of all five HQ sites) in February 1962.  He 
is remembered as ‘a calm and fearless man 
who understood the Leyland culture.’ 
 Stanley Markland rose to become 
Deputy Managing Director of the Leyland Motor Corporation in March 1961, a 
position he held until retirement in 1964. 

John Battersby kindly sent this photo of 
his uncle, TC Battersby (left) with Arthur 
Hosker in 1961

In the time available we could not find a close-up but here is Stanley Markland (left) in 
August 1947 at the handover of the first production PD2 to Todmorden Joint Omnibus 
Committee.  Next to him is WE (Teddy) Metcalfe (GM of TJOC – he was in the same class 
as my father at school, they later used to go horse-riding together – Ed.).  Then , a director 
of LML, CB (Basil) Nixon, who formed Manchester Motor Transport in 1902 with Leyland 
Steam wagons.  MMT “went bust” in 1907 and Nixon became a Director of LML, later 
Chairman & Governing Director in the early ’50s, to retire in his 90s in 1962!  On his 
left was Alderman Whittaker, Todmorden, then Henry Spurrier III, with Vernon Walker 
(Director of LML since 1922) on the extreme right.         (BCVMT L033277)
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Jim Watson worked in Engineering Drawing Office until his retirement in 1968 or 
1969.  He was in charge of the calculations section in the 1960s.   None of the other 
names ring a bell, yet.
 The Day Continuation School was originally situated within Wellington House 
(a former country house) when it opened as a Residential 
College in c1922.  Possibly as a result of the expansion of the 
company and requirement for more high level trainees a brand 
new building was built at Broad Square, either just before 
or just after WW2.  There was a feature article on Leyland’s 
training facilities, in The Commercial Motor in January 1923, 
which we hope to reproduce in a future edition of Torque.  
Thanks to John Battersby, Harold Rushton and John Bath 
for this information.  
257.  Lancashire United Titan TD1s
 Michael Plunkett provided this photograph of TF 341 
which shows that it had an open staircase.  This batch was the 
last of this configuration delivered to this operator.
258.  Eastbourne Lion livery
 Michael Plunkett has located a 
copy of the original photograph which 
is dated March 1926 and depicts the 
vehicle in ‘normal’ Eastbourne livery.  
This image was used in contemporary 
literature in both this and ‘retouched’ 
format.  The advert with the lighter 
colour was a masterpiece of touching 
up for the time!
261.  T Severn & Sons,  “Albion” Atlantean XWU 890G
 Andrew Spriggs suggests that this vehicle was never intended for any other 
operator.  It was added to an order 
that Roe was building for Kingston 
upon Hull and was possibly given 
an Albion badge to match the fleet 
of trucks then operated by Severn.  
However, the chassis number 
is within a batch of Glasgow 
Corporation vehicles so perhaps the 
badge came with it!
262.  Dromedary
 Still on the subject of badges, has any reader ever seen one of these?
263. Left Hand Drive Cabs 1947-1960
 Bruce Macphee raises a query prompted by the article on Canadian-

(BCVMT L003618)

(Mike Sutcliffe)
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built Leylands.  Although there were left-hand drive Comets, Super Beavers and 
Super Hippos offered for export, there were no Lancashire-built cab-over-engine 
Beavers or Hippos with left-hand controls in the period 1947-60 as far as he knows; 
the only c.o.e. left-hand-drive model listed was Octopus 22.O1/EL.   As rigid eight-
wheelers were a rarity other than in Britain at that time, it seems strange that the 
Octopus was the only one that Leyland offered in left-hand-drive!     
264. First Flight
 In the BCVM collection is this 
glass plate photograph, date 16th May 
1931, marked “First Flight, Letter Air 
Mail, from Sydney, Australia”   On the 
letter is written “Experimental Air Mail” 
and a rubber stamp mark says “First 
Official Mail Flight, from Melbourne, 
Australia to London, England, April 
1931.”  It was franked at Sydney on 23rd 
April 1931 and sent from Albert E Plant, the Sydney Depot Manager, to C Basil Nixon, 
a Director of Leyland Motors who took a special interest in the Australian operation.  
265. Cubs – Right Hand Gear Change
 John Price writes that on a recent visit to Covent Garden Museum he was 
reminded that the LT C type Cubs were fitted with RH gear change and a centre 
accelerator, items which his own vintage car has, but which were surely obsolete by 
the time the Cs were in production.  Did the usual production run of normal-control 
goods and passenger Cubs have a centre gear change, and right-side accelerator 
pedal?  If so, the LPTB order must have been quite an expensive modification as it 
would require special Ali castings etc.  Were there any later PSVs built, of any make, 
that had these features?  
266. Air-braked Titan TD1
 A series of photographs in the BCVM collection shows air bake equipment 
fitted to a Titan TD1 chassis.  Can anyone provide any information, could they be 
Westinghouse?  Here are two of six photos, BCVM L008763-68, dated 30/12/30

(BCVM L009439)
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 The Thames Valley Traction Co bought 46 TD1 Titans between 1928 and 
1931, all with open staircases, in six separate batches, all with RX xxxx registrations.  
In 1941 a second 
hand example 
was purchased 
from Wallasey, 
HF 6041.  Mike 
Sutcliffe pur-
chased seven EFE 
TV TD1s and has 
modified them 
to represent one 
from each batch, 
and and five of 
these are shown 
here in these pho-
tographs. A magnificent view of 1930 TD1, 207, RX 5561. 

(DWK Jones)
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 The term aerial appliance in the Fire & Rescue Service covers turntable 
ladders (TL), hydraulic platforms (HP), as a well as today’s combined or aerial 
platform ladders.  The TL originated in the late 19th Century the best examples 
initially coming from the German companies of Braun, Carl Metz and Magirus.  The 
principal roles of aerial appliances are for rescues from height or as water towers.
 This article concerns the geographical area covered today by Merseyside Fire 
and Rescue Service, formed in April 1974, and which took over the brigades of six 
City / County Boroughs as well as parts of two County Brigades, all of which had a 
rich history most having operated Leylands, just four however had a Leyland aerial 
machine.          
 The County Borough of Birkenhead Fire Brigade, formed in 1893, received 
Merseyside’s first Leyland turntable ladder in December 1928.  This Leyland LM 
machine (Leyland-Metz), chassis no.11821, was registered CM 8351 and had an 85ft 
four section wooden Metz ladder, no.9, and was based at the Central fire station on 
Whetstone Lane.  It was named ‘HALLIGAN’ after the Councillor who chaired 

the Fire Service Committee.  It gave excellent 
service to the Borough including extensive use 
dealing with fires caused by enemy action in 
the autumn and winter of 1940, and into the 

(Top)  City of Liverpool Leyland 
TLM2A EKC 982 in the 1960s.  

(MFRS Archive)
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spring of 1941, before 
passing to Fire Force 26 of 
the National Fire Service 
(NFS) in August.  The 
appliance was disposed of 
for scrap in 1943.    
 Leyland’s Lioness 
Six LTB1 was developed 
as a replacement for the 
LM chassis in 1930 but 
just four TLs were built 
on this chassis.  The final 
one was ordered by the 
City of Liverpool Police 
Fire Brigade.  On 26th May 
1931 the Liverpool Watch 

Committee approved an order for an LTB1 chassis from Leyland Motors Ltd to be 
fitted with a wooden 4-section 85ft Metz turntable escape, no17.  It had a 6 cylinder 
Leyland E.10 petrol engine, no.63453, and crash gearbox;  extras were a bell with 

bracket, dynamo, brass monitor and a 
green police light (before the adoption 
of the amber and then the blue light, 
Liverpool’s Police vehicles including the 
fire appliances pre-war carried a single 
green light which was illuminated when 
on an emergency call).  It had the standard 
‘German metal’ blue bonnet cover.
        Delivered to Hatton Garden, Liver-
pool’s Central fire station, in December 
1931, chassis no.51674, it cost £2,728-
10s-0d.  Brigade Workshops fitted a gen-
erator and a brass gas carbide searchlight 
on top of the bell, and it was allocated 
registration no. KF 6683, fleet no.3 E.  It 
had an unladen weight of 8tons 12cwt 
3qtrs, and a speed limit 20mph (30mph 
post war), a Carter & Co (electrical en-
gineers of Nelson) loudspeaker and tele-
phone were fitted to allow communica-
tions with the man at the ladder’s head.  
In January 1932 it went on the run replac-
ing a petrol-electric Tilling Stevens.  The 
LTBI attended many warehouse fires in 

Testing the Birkenhead Leyland-Metz LM at 
the Leyland Canteen building in Thurston 
Road, Leyland, before delivery.   

(BCVMT L005436)

Birkenhead Fire Brigade’s Leyland-Metz with U4.55hp 
engine, new in 11/28, registered CM 8351.   

(BCVMT L005437)
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Liverpool before 
it was moved 
to Allerton in 
1938.  It was 
again widely 
used during the 
intense bomb-
ing campaign 
on Merseyside 
in the winter of 
1940 and May 
of 1941.  It also 
passed to Fire 
Force 26 in Au-
gust 1941 and was soon replaced by another Leyland, a TD7 Merryweather TL in 
1942, at Allerton and moved to Banks Road, Garston passing back to local authority 
control in April 1948.
 From 1956, following the accident involving Southport’s wooden Metz 
(see below), the LTB1, KF 6683, was no longer used operationally although still 
recorded in the annual return as ‘part manned’.  It was mainly used for TL operator 
and driver training at Banks Rd or from 
1960, Conleach Road.  By 1960 it was 
parked-up kept under a tarpaulin sheet 
at the Fire Service’s Speke Workshops 
when a Metz engineer, working on 
Liverpool’s Dennis F17 Metz TL, 
saw the LTB1 and played a part in its 
subsequent donation to Dennis Bros 
who were then Metz’s agents in the UK.
 Carrying Surrey trade plates, 
105 PE, it was driven to Gosport and 
displayed in a parade the day before 
it left the UK.  It went via ferry from 
Portsmouth, driven by Dennis staff 
to the Metz Museum, in Karlsruhe, 
Germany.   The Museum closed and 
the machine was passed in 1982 to the 
German National Fire Museum in Fulda.  
It was sold by them to a private buyer in 
1993 and in 2014 the Merseyside Fire 
and Rescue Heritage and Education 
Centre was able to acquire it and return 
it to Liverpool where it is undergoing 

Liverpool Fire Brigade’s Leyland Lioness Six LTBI, KF 6683 before 
delivery.        (BCVMT L010556)

The Liverpool Leyland Lioness Six, KF 6683, 
in action.                           (BCVMT L012094a)
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restoration before 
going on public 
display.  (If any 
reader can help in 
our acquisition of a 
12in brass acetylene 
searchlight any 
assistance would be 
greatly appreciated.)
         In the north-
ernmost extremity 
of Merseyside is 
the resort of South-
port.  Its fire bri-
gade in the 1930s 
was run as part of 
the Police, operat-

ing from a station on Tulketh Street.  In June 1934 the last wooden Metz ladder to 
be delivered to a UK brigade, a 90ft model arrived mounted on Leyland TLM chas-
sis no.1677, registered WM 9909 and named ‘WILKINSON’ after the Chairman of 
the Watch Committee.  The T type Leyland Metz (TLM) had been introduced by 
Leyland Motors in 1931 initially offered with either a wooden or steel ladder 85ft 
turntable escapes.  This machine was not greatly used, as whilst Southport had a 
considerable risk in the numerous large hotels in the town, large fires were few.  It 
did attend several Blitz fires with both Liverpool and Bootle in 1940 and 1941 before 
passing first to Fire Force 26 and then in 1942 to Fire Force 29 of the NFS.
 It was returned in 1948 to the Southport Fire and Ambulance Service now 
based at Manchester Road fire station and served without incident for the next 8 

years.  The 8th of 
November 1956 
was the last day of 
the Brigade’s an-
nual inspection by 
Her Majesty’s Fire 
Service Inspec-
torate and as ever 
the climax was a 
drill display.  The 
Inspector, Coun-
cillors and VIP 
guests were seated 
in the fire station 
yard to watch as 
the TLM was ex-

Saved for posterity, the Lioness Six in need of love and care, which 
hopefully it is now getting.             (MFRS Archive)

The Southport Fire Brigade Leyland TLM, WM 9909, when new.   
(BCVMT  L014229)
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tended when at 6.25pm Fireman Maurice Evans was 
critically injured when the upper section of the lad-
der broke during a water tower drill.  He died 2 hours 
later in hospital.  The ladder had a history of twisting 
and had been to the Liverpool Workshops for repair.  
On that morning winds of 40mph were recorded, and 
while these dropped to 30 mph by the early evening 
they remained above the level recommended in the 
Fire Service Drill Book for wooden ladders to be used 
on drills.  Evans had been climbing up the ladder when 
‘water-on’ was ordered and, as he was not hooked-on, 
he fell from 60ft.  A verdict of misadventure was later 
recorded by the Coroner.
 The ladder was however repaired and was 
not formally replaced until September 1958 when 
a ubiquitous AEC Mercury Merryweather with an 
unusual cab design was delivered.  The Leyland, 
since the end of its operational life in 1958 when it was sold for £140, has been 
owned by several enthusiasts but was up for sale on eBay in 2013; it is in need of a 
considerable amount of restoration but the chassis, ladder and engine were all there.
 In December 1936 Leyland introduced the improved TLM2A.  Initially all 
were fitted with a five section 104ft DL30m steel Metz ladder with the first delivery 
made some 12 months later.

 

WM 9909, after the accident.   
(MFRS Archive)

The Liverpool Fire Brigade Leyland TLM2A, EKA 342, photographed at the Liverpool Fire 
Brigade Training School.                (MFRS Archive)
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On 25th May 1937 Liverpool’s Watch Committee approved an order for a Leyland 
TLM2A powered by a Leyland 6cyl 50hp petrol engine.  It had a crash gearbox and 
was to be supplied with a bell.  First registered on 25th March 1938 it was delivered 
to Hatton Garden’s Workshops.  It had chassis no.11255, an unladen weight of 9tons 
7cwt, cost £3,650 and carried Metz ladder no.39.  Allocated registration no. EKA 342 
and fleet no.2E, it was fitted with a 3.5kV generator driven by a side power take-off 
from the gearbox and three searchlights, two mounted behind the bench seat.  It went 
on the run at Hatton Garden replacing the Lioness LTB1.
 Apart from a short period when allocated to Longmoor Lane fire station 
during the NFS era, this TL was always based at Hatton Garden and attended most 
of the many large fires in the City during the 1940s and into the 1960s including the 
William Henderson department store fire in the summer of 1960.  It was donated to 
the then Liverpool Museum in February 1968 and remains in the National Museums 
Liverpool collection to this day.      
 On 26th April 1938 the Watch Committee approved an order for a second 
Leyland TLM2A, powered by a Leyland 6cyl 50hp petrol engine, with a crash gear 
box and supplied with a bell.  A five section steel Metz DL30m ladder was again 
to be supplied. This was delivered in the November, chassis no.100133, again at 
a cost of £3,650; it carried Metz ladder No 46.  Registered EKC 982, fleet no.1E, 
it was fitted with a 3.5kV generator and three searchlights, two carried behind the 
bench seat and one mounted on top of the bell.  It went on the run in the same 
month alongside its sister machine for a while, a rarity for 2 TLM’s to be together 
operationally on a station.  This machine was however destined to spend most of 
its operational life at the Westminster Road fire station in north Liverpool.  It also 
passed back to Liverpool in 1948 and by 1963 it was the Brigade spare, allocated to 
the Workshops.
 In March 1967 following the delivery of 2 AECs with Merryweather lad-
ders, it was placed up for sale, parts having been removed to repair EKA 342.  It was 

sold, partially dis-
mantled, for £65, to 
Mr B A Jackson of 
Box Lane, Hemel 
Hempstead, after 
30 years’ service.  It 
was saved from the 
scrapyard by the 
owner of a coach 
business in North 
Wales who bought 
the machine. When 
his premises had to 
close however in 
the early 1980s it 

All that remains of City of Liverpool Fire Service Leyland TLM2A, 
EKC 982, in 2013.            (MFRS Archive)
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was sold on to an enthusiast who intended to use it as a source of parts to renovate 
another TLM2 which he already owned.  Sadly this never happened and the machine 
was left for the next 25 years on an exposed hillside on Anglesey where it rotted 
away   Today only the bones of the chassis remain.
 Liverpool’s last pre-war Leyland TL was ordered in June 1939 the Watch 
Committee responding to a letter from the Home Office’s Fire Dept. who were 
intending to order a number of Leyland Merryweather TLs.  They offered to pay 
via ‘Grant Aided Purchase’, the grant being 70% of the usual cost.  The threat from 
incendiary bombs had been recognised along with the need to tackle significantly 
more fires at high level.  The Committee responded, they wished to acquire two of 
the TLs at a cost of £7,300, which after grant amounted to a net cost of £2,190 – in 
the event only one could be allocated.  In December HM Office of Works ordered 15 
Leyland TLM2 chassis powered by a Leyland 6cyl 50hp petrol engine, with crash 
gear boxes and fitted with a bell, all with four section Merryweather 100ft steel 
ladders.  These machines were all allocated by the ‘Grant Aided Purchase’ scheme to 
areas considered to be most vulnerable to enemy air attack;  Liverpool was allocated 
the second machine of the batch.  It arrived at Workshops on 28th September 1940 at 
Hatton Garden, chassis no.100451, engine no E.105.92461, ladder No.44, registered 
GKA 983, fleet no.4E.  It went on the run at Essex St, Toxteth, housed in what had 
been the Brigades paint shop.
 During the night of 5th-6th May 1941 the appliance was badly damaged by 
the blast from an HE bomb on Upper Parliament St, Liverpool.  The machine was 
returned to Leyland Motors for repair but on its return to what was now the NFS, 
it did not immediately go back to Essex St, its place there having been taken by a 
Leyland TD7 Merryweather qv.  By 1944 it had returned to Essex St, one of the 
busiest stations in the City.  It passed to the City of Liverpool Fire Service in April 
1948 and was moved to Belvedere Road in 1958 to free up space so that a second 
pumping appliance could go on the run at Essex St.  It went into reserve in 1964 and 
was sold in 1966 to Mr Jackson, of Box Lane, Hemel Hempstead for £120, after 
26 years’ service.  It then went into preservation but after the owner was tragically 
killed, it remained in a barn for many years until rescued by a London fireman. Now 
beautifully and extensively restored it is on display in the south of England.   
 Prior to the outbreak of WW2, Birkenhead were also offered a new TLM2A 
under the ‘Grant Aided Scheme’ to replace their LM.  This was accepted and the new 
machine was one of the same batch as GKA 983 but a built-in pump was also speci-
fied.  The outbreak of WW2 had resulted in the Metz ladders being unobtainable in 
the UK, and by the time the chassis and body were finished there was a shortage of 
Merryweather ladders, so Leyland delivered the bodied chassis only with no ladder 
in July 1940. The chassis number is uncertain but was probably 100485, registered 
BG 8246, it was the last TLM2A to be delivered.  Named ‘H Halsall’ for the Watch 
Committee Chairman, it passed to Fire Force 26 of the NFS in August 1941.  I believe 
it was not until 1943 that it was fitted with a 4-section 100ft Merryweather ladder, 
no.103, and went on the run at Whetstone Lane.  In 1959 it was withdrawn from ser-
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vice but the ladders 
were re-mounted 
on a new AEC Mer-
cury chassis which 
entered service 
registered JCM 61 
at Whetstone Lane.  
Passing to Mersey-
side in 1974 it was 
replaced as a front 
line machine in 
1982 and today is 
in the National Mu-
seums Liverpool 
collection.
 In 1940 
the Government 

stopped the construction of new buses by Leyland Motors Ltd who were instructed 
to concentrate mainly on military vehicles;  production of fire engines at Chorley 
however also continued until 1943.  In 1941 Leyland was allowed to build as many 
buses as possible using components which had already been manufactured, resulting 
in the construction of 196 Titan TD7s, which were referred to as ‘unfrozen’.  Of 
these 27 chassis were released to the NFS to be bodied and fitted with Merryweather 
100ft four section steel turntable ladders.  They were fitted with Leyland 4 cyl, 5.7 
litre, 33hp petrol engines making them rather under-powered.
 In February 1942 the first two of the batch were allocated to Fire Force 26, 
registered GLW 407, with Merryweather ladder no.71 going to Essex Street.  In 

March, GLW 417, 
with Merryweather 
ladder no.81, 
went to Allerton 
replacing the 
LTB1 Lioness.  
They passed to 
Liverpool in 1948, 
GLW 407 becoming 
fleet No.53 at 
Westminster Road 
and GLW 417 fleet 
no.54 at Allerton.
          In 1949 both 
were fitted with 
twin delivery mid-

Birkenhead Fire Brigade’s Leyland TLM2A, BG 8246, as delivered 
without its Metz ladder.       (S Ryan collection)

GLW 407, one of the two under-powered Titan TD7 chassis mounted 
with Merryweather ladder, latterly used for training at Conleach 
Road Fire Station, Speke.                (Simon Ryan)
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mounted former trailer 
pumps.  GLW 417 later 
moved to Longmoor Lane 
while in 1958 GLW 407 
became a reserve, moving 
the following year to the 
Brigades Training School 
at Banks Road, Garston.  
In 1963 GLW 407 was 
allocated to Westminster 
Road, both now having 
given excellent service – 
over 20 years, but by 1964 
they were reallocated to 
Workshops for disposal.  
In January 1965 GLW 417 
was sold by tender to Mr 
G Flatley, of Denton near Manchester, for £140.10s.0d and in April 1966 GLW 407 
followed, sold to Mr T Oldham of Liverpool, a scrap dealer, for £175.10s.0d
 In 1963 a revolutionary new fire appliance was delivered to Monmouthshire 
County Fire Brigade, the UK fire services’ first Hydraulic Platform, fitted with 
Simon Engineering’s licence built ‘Snorkel’ booms.  This company remained the 
UK market leader for many years but in 1969 competition arrived in the form of the 
Swedish firm of Wibe, who introduced their ‘Orbitor’ range of 50ft and 72ft (model 
622) twin boom platforms.  In the event just eight were sold to the UK Fire Service, 
three being mounted on Leyland chassis.  Two were Beavers and one was a Mastiff; 
one of the former with Orbiter 622 boom was delivered to the County Borough of St 
Helens Fire Brigade in October 1969.  Bodied by Carmichael and Son of Worcester, 
registered YDJ 278H, chassis no.16BT10R900863, it was allocated to the Central 
Fire Station on Parr Stocks Road.  Delivered in fire engine red with white booms this 
machine looked splendid, especially after it was fitted with a white ‘cow catcher’ 
bumper bar in 1972.
 It passed to Merseyside County Fire Brigade in April 1974 remaining at St 
Helens.  By 1979 it was in the reserve fleet and two years later went to the training 
school at Storrington Avenue before being disposed of in the late 1980s.  The Beaver 
Hydraulic Platform was one of just five Leylands to serve with Merseyside County 
Fire Brigade, but that is another story.

Acknowledgements:
     Merseyside Fire and Rescue - Heritage and Education Centre archive
     Leyland Society archive
     Leyland Fire Engines 1930-1942 by Neil D Steele

St Helens Fire Brigade Leyland Beaver YDJ 278H.   
Roger Simpson)



POST-WAR  ALL-LEYLAND  TITANS   -   WITH  LANCASHIRE  INDEPENDENTS

With the passing of J Fishwick & Sons, Leyland, the last of the major stage-carriage independents in mid-Lancashire has now gone and it is good to reflect on the better times just after the 
last War when the fleets were at their peak.  There were a number of stages operators in the Preston and Chorley area with some delightful liveries, among them Bamber Bridge MS with their 
bright red, white and black colours; Viking (Preston), yellow, brown (or was it black?) and cream; Scout (Preston), cream, maroon and black; M. Corless & Son (Charnock Richard), and O. 
Hart & Sons, Coppull (what were the colours of these two please?) – all swallowed up by Ribble MS – and of course Fishwicks, with their subtle shades of green.  In the next few pages we 
remember some of their PD1s and PD2s.  Above is one of two PD1As delivered to Fishwick in 1946.                     (Mike Sutcliffe)

24 25
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BCK 100 was one of two PD1s new to Viking, seen when new and looking immaculate.  It 
was sold to Scout, Preston.                           (BCVMT L031729)

BCK 191 followed soon afterwards in the Viking fleet.  It will be better remembered after 
sale to Delaine – who in 1952 had intended buying a Crossley from Viking, but this vehicles 
came along with a load of passengers.  They were asked if they would sell this instead, so the 
passengers were taken off and the PD1 was bought in the street!                            (OS-RM)
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One of two PD1As bought by BBMS from Corless, after their takeover.  The polished brass 
lasted only 3 weeks before being painted again!                              (Mike Sutcliffe)

PD1A, GTF 476 in 1946 when new as Corless, No.5.         (BCVMT L031635)
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BCK 100 was sold to Jackson, Chorley, with other ex-Scout PD1s.              (Mike Sutcliffe)

Scout PD2/1, DRN 364, seen just after take over by Ribble.              (Mike Sutcliffe)

Hart, Coppull had this 
1948 PD2/1(JTC 912) 
among other Leylands; 
it went to Turner, 
Brown Edge, Staffs in 
December 1953 for 11 
years further service. 
What was Hart's colour 
scheme?

(BCVMT L034703)
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GTJ 955, the second and slightly newer of the two Corless PD1As, in a changed livery – they 
were maroon and cream, sometimes with a red band.   Both went to Bamber Bridge MS on 
takeover by Ribble in December 1956.           (OS-Roy Marshall)

Last but not least, NTD 425, a PD2/12 with Leyland “final design” lowbridge body, operated 
by Fishwick, Leyland., seen here in their yard next to Leyland & Birmingham Rubber Co 
factory, makers of hot water bottles for many years.               (Mike Sutcliffe)
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Thanks to Derek Batten, David Berry, Colin Brazier, Colin Bull, Maurice Doggett, Mike 
Fenton, Peter Greaves, Tony Hall, Alan Oxley, Andrew Spriggs,  Mike Sutcliffe, John 
Thompson and Peter Tulloch.

Victoria Coaches, Leyland TD7, EO 7804 (Torque Nos.66-69)
 Several people have pointed out that the heading for this item in Torque 
No.69 incorrectly gave the registration number as EO 7904.  Also, the accompanying 
photograph caption should have referred to TD7, EO 7802 not EO 7902.
 The following all refers to vehicles seen in the right hand picture in Torque 
No.69 –  EO 4681 has a long and complicated history.  It was new to Barrow 
Corporation as a Leyland TD1 (70733) with a Leyland L24/24R body.  Withdrawn 
by Barrow in 1938, it passed through various hands until, it was said to be, “fitted 
with a Leyland TS2 chassis (60412), ex-UW 8906 of George Ewer (Grey Green 
Coaches)” in 1947 when with DW & RC Gough and then re-bodied by Duple,C33F.  
Mike Fenton says that the vehicle seen in the photograph is believed to have been 
a “ringer” that had assumed the registration of the Barrow TD1 when in reality it 
was TS2 UW 8906 that had been re-bodied and given that registration.  I think this 
is actually what happened.  The re-bodied vehicle passed to Goughs (Cheddar) Ltd 
in 4/49 and was then with Victoria Coaches from 11/51 to 10/54 (which defines the 
period when the photograph was taken).  After that it went to KG Marshall, London 
E5 and finally to A France, Swanbrook, where it was last licensed 9/57.  
 HL 5308 was new 5/32 to West Riding, a Leyland Titan TD1, chassis no.423, 
with a Roe H26/22C body, fleet no.3, clearly one of the vehicles purchased to replace 
the trams.  It was withdrawn by West Riding in 1947 and passed to B Parson, Victoria 
Coaches (later simply Victoria Coaches) in 3/49.  There it was re-bodied, apparently 

by Heaver, C33F.  Are we 
sure this was rebodied 
by Heaver as has been 
suggested?  The body on 
this and similar rebodies 
on HL 5330 and HL 7682 
all differ from EO 7804/05 
in many respects.   It 
was scrapped in 9/55 by 
Northern Transportations 
Ltd, Salford.  Compare 
this with the picture on EO 
7804 on page 29 of Torque 
No.66)   (Note the CovRad with Titan badge.         OS – Derek Giles)
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 RN 8621’s history seems even more confusing.  According to PSV Circle 
records it was never with Victoria Coaches and it was not withdrawn by Ribble 
until 5/58, years after the photograph was taken.  Is this another case of an incorrect 
registration number?  Much of the above is derived from PSV Circle Fleet Histories 
PB18, PA15 and PC29.        
Davies, Stoke, Leyland Tiger, OEH 700 (Torque Nos. 67-69)
 Peter Greaves adds – the NCME body used to rebody OEH 700 in 1955 was 
built in 1951 (NCME 4522).
Mystery Showman’s Vehicle,  EOJ 877 (Torque No.69)
 This was 
an ex-Birming-
ham Fire Brigade 
Rescue Tender, 
a Leyland Cub 
SKZ3, fleet num-
ber 44, with its 
streamlined body 
(note the inter-
cooler coupling 
to the left of the 
right hand dumb 
iron) chassis 
no.100150, first 
registered in Jan-
uary 1939.  The 
“destination indi-
cator” would have contained a pair of orange flashing lights.  Birmingham contin-
ued to specify streamlined bodies for many years most notably with Bedfords.  The 
Birmingham Leylands were badged BFB on the radiators.  It was sold out of service 
in 1957 to a Showman who used the inbuilt generator to run his stall.  Here is a pho-
tograph of it when new, just before delivery to the Fire Brigade. 
Lakeland Laundries, Leyland Tiger PS1/1,  EFX 570 (Torque No.69)
 The coach has been identified by several people as EFX 570, a PS1/1 496416, 
with a Reading FC35F body (although the PSV Circle think it was FC33F) new to 
SC Sheasby (South Dorset Coaches) of Corfe Castle, Dorset in August 1950.  It later 
passed to Jamieson of Barkingside, Essex and then to Lakeland Laundries, Kendal, 
possibly not directly.  It has sometimes been mistakenly identified as carrying a 
Gurney Nutting or Metalcraft body.
 According to Vintage Roadscene its prime operation was to pick up employees 
from the Kirkbarrow and Sands Avenue estates, transport them to the laundry and 
return them home after work.  Twice a year the workers from Kendal and Lancaster 
were offered a social outing, a visit to Blackpool Illuminations and a fish and chip 
supper on the way home.

(John Thompson collection)
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Neath and Cardiff, WN 7126 (Torque No.69)
 WN7126 is actually a Gloster-Gardner, chassis 6LW 31825, new in June 1934 
to Neath & Cardiff with a Gloster B32R body (or possibly C32F), new in June 1934.  
There is a Leyland connection however as the body in the photo is second hand (in 
1946) from a Western Welsh Leyland Tiger.  It is almost certain that it came from 
one of the 1935 TS7s with Leyland all-metal B32F bodies, 109-118, KG 5603-12, 
and this would seem to show that the early all-metal Leyland bodies were not that 
bad after all!  A comparison can be made with the accompanying photograph of 
one of the Western Welsh batch of TS7s under construction in South Works.  Neath 
and Cardiff had two Gloster-Gardners both of which were withdrawn in 10/53 and 
went to Boswell (showman), Llanelli.  Only nine Glosters were built, of which Red 
and White had six, Neath and Cardiff had two and the ninth went to an unknown 
operator.

(BCVMT L015713)
Leyland Shed (Torque No.69)
 Only one response to this one, from Alan Oxley at the Omnibus Society.  The 
photograph is of two vehicles converted to a sports pavilion at Western Welsh OC 
Ely depot, taken Monday 14/7/52.  The bodies are obviously Leyland from the early 
1930s.  One appears to be from an LT2 and the other from an LT5.  We still do not 
know what they were originally.
 (The one next to my father’s house was ex-Yorkshire Woollen 189, HD 4374, 
Leyland LT2/Leyland B30F.  When I first saw it, it was still on its chassis but without 
an engine.  This would have been in 1948.)
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NEW ITEMS
Poole, Leyland TS7 possibly, DM 9190 
 This is a rather smart-looking vehicle but it has very unusual windows.  The 
top slider opening windows suggest the late ’30s at the earliest and the bus shelters 
that the photograph was taken early post-war.  I have no idea where Wilmot Drive 
and Knutton are. 

(OS – Derek Giles)

(BCVMT L014895)

Littlewoods, Leyland Lion LT5A,  AKA 5
 Now here’s an oddity if ever there was one.  It looks as if the designer’s hand 
slipped when the windows were being drawn.  I wonder if more than one was built 
to this design.
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(Omnibus Society)

(AE Jones collection)

Ripponden and District, Leyland TS2, WW 6814
 Another odd-looking design.  At least the back seat passengers would be able 
to see where they were going unlike those on coaches with a droopy waistline which 
was so popular in the early days. 

Griffin, EV 7302
 A double-decker for a change and a rear view too!  It obviously has a very 
well-used Utility body but there is not much else to go on.  What is visible of the 
front off-side wing suggests that it was a Leyland but if so it may not have been a 
TD7.  Can anyone provide more details? 
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 Pin-up calendars are commonplace 
today and have been so for the last 40-50 
years.  Some of these are now collector’s 
items notably Pirelli calendars which are 
said to change hands for large amounts of 
money, however, in the (biased?) opinion 
of your Editor the Pirelli calendars are 
not a patch on the sophisticated “Leyland 
– She’s a Lady” calendars produced by 
Leyland Motors from 1930 to 1969, and 
the ones produced for a few years after.
 The earliest Leyland calendar I 
have come across is quite small and was 
published in 1905 by the Lancaster Steam 
Motor Co. Ltd, Leyland.  It depicted a rather plump looking red-headed lady with 
penetrating eyes but this is quite a rare example and it is not known if similar small 
calendars were published on a regular basis.
 It was at a Leyland Board Meeting in 1929 that Mr A. Whalesby-Windsor, 

the General Sales Manager, suggested that 
Leyland should embark upon a new advertising 
programme.  He suggested that Leyland issue 
an annual calendar to customers free of charge, 
as a marketing tool.  This type of marketing 
was virtually unknown at the time and the more 
risqué “pin-ups” of today were completely 
undreamt of.  A portrait artist, Walter Lambert 
was then commissioned to select models and 
paint portraits to be used on the calendars which 
would carry the slogan “The Leyland – She’s 
a Lady”.  Although the slogan had literary 
connections – to Kipling, no less – it was almost 
certainly a reference to the then new range of 
Tiger and Titan buses 
and coaches which 
featured the new T range 
of smooth running six 
cylinder engines.

The 1938 calendar 
(above) depicted the 
artist's wife. 
(All photos by Mike 

Sutcliffe) 
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Left – “Once-A-Month” showed the gifts for customers, including the playing cards.
Right – Later in 1930, the planned “Leyland lady of 1931” on the front cover.

Originally proposed pictures but not used for 1932, 1938, 1939 and 1939 respectively.

 These calendars became widely appreciated and quickly became collectors’ 
items.  It was commonplace for people to send in pictures of their favourite ladies 
but Lambert continued to select his own models – in one year, 1938 he used his own 
wife as a model but found other models in other years. 
 Lambert was interviewed for Leyland’s own in-house magazine, Leyland 
Journal, and, talking about the 1947 calendar, said that he was attracted to the “fresh-
complexioned type English girl, easily the most popular for this type of work.  A 
local girl, not a professional, acted as his model for the 1947 calendar.  She wore 
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everyday clothes, the nice clothes I painted 
were a product of my imagination”.  Many 
of the calendars were painted almost a 
year in advance and it is clear that there is 
a preponderance of fair-haired ladies and 
redheads among the calendars.
 From the signatures on the 
paintings it is clear that other artists were 
used throughout the period and after 1969 
a change of style can clearly be seen.  With 
the onset of the swinging sixties, and the 
revolution in public morality that followed, 
the Leyland Ladies became more and more 
overtaken by events and attitudes and were 
quietly phased out although it is thought 
that the final version may have been as late 
as 1987.
 Many of the original paintings 
were framed and hang on the walls of 
the British Commercial Vehicle Museum 

The backs of the Waddingtons’ playing cards for 1930 and 1931 were taken from the 
calendars for those years.

1949, possibly aimed to please the Spanish 
or Argentinian Agents?
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as do a number of the calendars 
although there are some significant 
gaps.  Mike Sutcliffe saw some 
original calendars for sale on 
eBay and on enquiring about them 
managed to purchase an almost 
complete run of 20 calendars which 
had been rescued from a skip in 
Southampton.  Several additional 
1930s calendars were also found on 
eBay and purchased so that we now 
have an almost complete run from 
1930 to 1979 missing the war years 
from 1941 to 1944 and 1972.  No 
doubt the latter will turn up one day 
and possibly some from the early 
1980s?  (Does any reader have any 
“ladies” hidden in their loft?!)
 Another interesting point 
is that in 1930 and 1931, among 
the various gifts available for 
good customers, were packs of 
Waddington’s playing cards, the 
playing cards for each of these two 
years had the calendar pictures for 
those years on the back of each card 
and were tastefully colourful and 
with the Leyland Motors Limited 
emblem, these can also be found on 
eBay from time to time.
 So, this gives a brief history 
of the Leyland Lady calendars, as 
elegant as many of the vehicles 
that Leyland produced!  The next 
three pages show nearly the whole 
set (some in black and white where 
no coloured original has yet been 
found)

1963 Glamour - just look at those eyes!!

1968, and still very tasteful.

"The Leyland  
She's a Lady"
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1930

1934

1938

1931

1935

1939

1945

1932

1936

1940

1946

1933

1937

Wartime,
possibly no 
calendar

Wartime,
possibly no 
calendar

1947
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1948

1952

1956

1960

1949

1953

1957

1961

1950

1954

1958

1962

1951

1955

1959

1963
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1964

1968

1972

1976

1965

1969

1973

1977

1966

1970

1974

1978

1967

1971

1975

1979

Missing
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 Between 1931 and 1934 many of the double-deckers built by Short Bros 
for Southdown Motor Services incorporated the Walman sliding-folding roofs, 
manufactured by the firm Wilfred Overton of Walsall.   A notice on the cab 
dashboard warned drivers to ensure that these roofs were closed properly before 
the vehicle entered a garage.  It 
was however the conductor’s 
duty to go upstairs and wind the 
roof closed.  This was essential 
as the doors to the garages were 
only 15ft 0in high.

As it’s the Southdown 100 
year, here is an unusual tale 
of a head.  Note the spacious 
upper deck seating and the “V” 
shaped upper deck windscreen 
in the above picture.

(All photos from Michael 
Plunkett) Looking down into UF 7426
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 T h e 
Short bodied 
Leyland Titan 
TD1s must 
have stood at 
least 14ft 6in 
high with the 
roof closed 
and, as will be 
seen from the 
accompanying 
p h o t o g r a p h 
of UF 7078  
(opposite), the 
folded opening 
roof must have 
stood at least 
12in high at 
the back of a bus when the roof was fully open; one can imagine the damage which 
would be caused if this caught the door frame.  At the Worthing garage a “trip wire” 
was suspended across the entrance road to the garage and if this was caught by an 
open roof, it triggered an alarm which was sounded.
 Initially there were four Short bodied TD1s delivered to Southdown in De-
cember 1930 to January 1931, registered UF 7078-81 but these were followed by a 
much larger batch of 51 similar buses delivered between March and June 1931, these 
being registered UF 7382 – 7432.  One of these, UF 7428, survived into preservation, 
albeit having had the sliding roof panelled over and this handsome bus now resides 
at the Amberley 
Working Museum.  
As can be seen 
from the accompa-
nying photograph 
of the cab interior, 
it still carries the 
warning plate say-
ing  “CAUTION – 
you must close the 
sliding roof when 
entering any ga-
rage and beware 
of overhanging 
trees or other ob-
structions.”

UF 7428 at Amberley, rescued and restored by Michael Plunkett.

The notice as displayed in the cab of UF 7428.
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A Hippo in a “Good Bog” in Australia!  –  from Phil Dixon
        You may 
like to see this 
picture of a Ley-
land Hippo in a 
good bog, on the 
south road from 
Alice Springs to 
Adelaide. When 
I was in the bus 
game, we trav-
elled this road 
regularly it was 
a shocking road, 
bull dust and 
corrugates in the 
dry and boggy in 
the wet, eventu-

ally it was sealed in the early 1980s.  We head off up that road again in 2 weeks for 
our 5 yearly national show, should be a great couple of weeks.  (This just demonstrates 
the sort of conditions that many Leylands had to cope with, even in relatively recent times.  
We take modern roads and motorways for granted these days –  Ed.)

Two more RAF Types – from Steven King, Glen Innes, Aus.
I have just taken delivery of two more RAF Types (1300km round trip).  These may 
already be on your register as ex-Hare & Forbes, Parramatta, or as ‘Fagan Park’.  The 
complete one at the front is a PH4 5 ton, chassis no.16993, (order no.14844), as stamped 
into the front cross-member of the frame, fitted with the S6B 40hp motor (no.358), 
although it is fitted with Ricardo heads(! - something wrong here?) and 4 blade fan.  

The radiator 
is unusual in 
that the name 
on the header 
tank is cast 
in relief and 
not a badge.  
It carried a 
crane at one 
time and lost 
the rear of its 
chassis.  If only we could find them like this over here?!



Winter 2015 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 70 45

 (PH4 16993 
[CMO 14844] was 
supplied to Duratar, 
Melbourne in June 
1929.  It would have 
been new with the 
E.36HP/2B engine 
with detachable 
Ricardo heads;  your 
crankcase, front 
damper flywheel/
fan pulley and front 
cross-member are all 
1929 but it’s unusual 
to have the oil filler 
on the offside.  So, 
the brass S6B 40hp 
engine plate (dated 
11/6/23) is not 
original to this engine 
and has been fitted 
from a 1923 engine – 
a ringer!  (Note the radiator badge in the photograph - Ed.)
 The other chassis has been cut in half, chassis no.18883? or 89? (order 
no.11803), 36/2 engine 25448, 2 blade fan.  The front cross member has collapsed 
allowing the radiator to drop.  Both of these have been converted to pneumatics.  (It 
looks to me like a 4 tonner, model GH2 and its E.36/2 Ricardo head engine dates from about 
Nov.1927 according to an adjacent engine number.   In early 1927, six GH2 chassis were 
going to Sydney Depot every month, then 18883-88 in 6-8/27, 18940-53 in 9/27, 18988-91 
in 10/27, 80008-13 in 11/27, then none for over a year – perhaps the Australian economy 
was bad for a while then?  It would be good to also check the wheelbase length (GH2 was 
13ft 10in) though few if any longer 4 tonners went to Australia at that time. – Ed). 
 The spare engine on a stand, was said to be new but having been out in the 
weather for 50 years and been knocked about, it looks very second hand.  (With the 
number E.36/2, 25028, this is one of the earliest Ricardo Head engines, introduced in early 
1927 – Ed.)  Loose parts included were an enamel driver instruction plate - the 1914 
version and not the later one which theoretically belongs to these later trucks.  Also 
the font for the bold caps in the text is different from Dave Berry’s. Two cast cardan 
dies block instructions, each with different font.  I would be grateful if you could tell 
me more about these and shed some light on the anomalies.
Melbourne Drop-enders and PS4s – from Rod Atkins, Melbourne
 Several of us here in Melbourne are working on an article about the Bourke 
Street bus experiment that failed 1938 - 1955.  We have a few missing pieces to the 
story and some questions.  We know that fourteen TS11c were ordered but 18 ended 
up being delivered by 1943 and one may be even later in 1947.  What information can 
you give us?  We also know that a ship was sunk in about 1942 containing 67 chassis, 

LEYLAND cast into the top tank is most unusual!
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what do you know about that 
story?  It’s been in print here in 
Melbourne since 1974.  Not all 
these chassis would have been 
bound for the M&MTB here in 
Melbourne.  Any information 
on RTS8c and TS11c 
deliveries after the war started 
would be most appreciated.  
Thanks in advance, Rod 
Atkins, Melbourne:  ozrod_
au@yahoo.com  (This email 
was sent to us via the Leyland 

Historical Society.  Can anyone please help with information?)
        Mike Sutcliffe adds – There was one anomaly in the table of Bourke Street 
Tigers on page 22 of Torque No.69 which had been copied from existing records - 
the second line of the table referring to TS11c 145-151 adds up to 7 vehicles, not 8.  

Here is an offside view of TS11c No.154 showing the 
M&MTB colour scheme.                                  (G Davey)

SALES  &  WANTS
 Beaver, Hippo etc, c1950  –  New brake shoe bell crank spring clips, 
£4.05 per pair + postage.  Also 35 gallon Leyland bus fuel tank, £90.   Richard Grees, 
01535 632267.
 For 1971 Southdown Leopard, 1835  –  (UUF 335J) chassis 
7100472PSU3B4R - 2-speed high-ratio axle, speedo generator and control 
mechanisms, or any parts which would contribute towards making one up, as well as 
any other general Leopard or Plaxton Elite spares.  John Roberts, email: HYPERLINK 
"mailto:thuroberts@blueyonder.co.uk" \t "_blank"thuroberts@blueyonder.co.uk or 
tel: 0208 651 2640.
 Smith's Coaches of Reading –  a 1933 Leyland Terrier, which was 
apparently a former army gun-tractor and ran with Smith on trade plates, is said to 
have been sold for preservation to David Hoare of Chepstow - photos and news of it 
would be much appreciated.  Also, a Cheetah LZ5, chassis 201568, new in October 
1939 as DFS 522, was a brewer's dray of Scottish & Newcastle.  Smith's used it for 
a while collecting spares for their 32 Cheetahs bought from Scotland, but then re-
bodied it as a coach - photos as a dray or coach are sought please.   Paul Lacey, email: 
paul.lacey3551@btinternet.com
 Remembering  Rhondda – the bus company that helped win a war, by 
Jonathan Isaacs.  Published by Bryngold Books 176 pages, A4 Casebound, £30, 
ISBN: 978-1-905900-38-1.  This is the first ever book on this enigmatic company 
and can be ordered from David Roberts, 01639 643961, david.roberts@
bryngoldbooks.com 
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The total should therefore 
be 45.
          We’ve mentioned 
the thirty 33ft long Ley-
land Tiger OPS4/1s de-
livered in 1950/51 with 
Commonwealth Engi-
neering Pty Ltd (Gran-
ville, NSW, previously 
known as Waddington’s) 
B41D bodies, chassis 
nos.483894/5, 490738-
57, 490888-895, line 
nos.2-31, Melbourne 316-
45 (not in order).  These had very short lives with Melbourne, but as we are produc-
ing this magazine in colour it seems appropriate to show one here. It is in the livery 
of Eastern Suburbs Omnibus Service, Melbourne, after sale by M&MTB.

COVER PICTURES
Front Cover                    
          Leyland often used to take pictures of new models outside Lancaster House, 
the Corporate Headquarters, and that is the background for this photograph of Gas 
Turbine GT11.  It is coupled to a skeletal trailer loaded with an ISO tilt container.  
Several other photos exist of this combination around the Leyland area so this could 
have been the first of the series.           (Mike Sutcliffe collection)
Back Cover   
         The Fishwick business sadly came to an end in October 2015.   What a pity 
colour photography wasn’t regularly available in the War – or was it?!   Here is a 
picture of one of a batch of four Fishwick Burlingham bodied Leyland Titan TD5s, 
new in 1937, in the company of one of three 1935 TD4s.  These TD4s, though having 
bodies built by Burlingham, clearly used surplus Leyland timber frames following 
the disposal of already machined parts when Leyland changed from timber to metal 
framed bodies.   The picture was taken around 1944 and was found to be in a very 
bad state.   Hours of work have therefore been spent on it in Photoshop and then it 
has been coloured, jointly by Mike Sutcliffe and Paul Banbury.  (The original glass 
plate negative, broken, was BCVMT L028004)

(B Weedon collection)

 Our Southdown Tigers - by Paul Jefford,  ISBN 9780956762214, 
Softback A5, 192 pages, £18, plus £2 P&P’ 01673 858536 or email: HYPERLINK 
"mailto:pauljoyce.jefford@btinternet.com"pauljoyce.jefford@btinternet.com
 The Leyland Atlantean  –  A well produced new book by Gavin Booth 
at £18.95 + P&P.  Contact www.crecy.co.uk
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 Opinions and views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
Society, its officers or the Editor. The Editor would be pleased if members could bring to his 
attention any errors. Every effort is made to give due credit for all photographs and material 
used. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, then the Editor must be informed 
to enable acknowledgement to be made. Under the Data Protection Act 1984, the Society 
gives notice that membership records, Leyland Vehicle Register details and Leyland Torque 
dispatch information are held on a data base. The Society undertakes that this information is 
not divulged to any outside agency or individual.
 This issue of Leyland Torque has been produced by Mike Sutcliffe, with proof reading 
by Gordon Brooke and John Bennett. It was printed by AB Print Group, Leeds. Distribution 
by RnB Mailing, Leeds. Items for inclusion in the Spring 2016 issue should be sent to the 
Editor by 20th January 2016, please.

Multipart commissioned a Leyland Landtrain for publicity purposes and its unique 
feature was that it was able to perform “wheelies” through the use of some clever 
counterbalancing!  Later it was fitted with a fire truck body and this photo was taken 
at Leyland Assembly Plant during a family open day in 2011.

COULD THIS BE A LEYLAND “DRAGON” BREATHING FIRE AT 
THE LEYLAND ASSEMBLY PLANT?



Leyland Fleet Series
Books recording the operators and fl eets of important Leyland customers
• Wigan Corporation £7.95
• Southport Corporation £7.95
• Leigh Corporation £8.95
• Leyland Fire Engines 1930-1942 £8.95
• Buses of Burnley, Colne & Nelson £8.95
• Plymouth City Corporation £8.95
• The History of Halton Borough Transport £8.95
• Ribble Double Deck Coaches £8.95
• Edinburgh Corporation & Lothian £9.95
• The Leyland Lion (Origins to 1929) £14.95       Prices including P&P

Leyland Torque and Journal
All back numbers of Torque and Journal are 
available
• £6.00 for Torque
• £8.00 for Journal
(With special deals for larger quantities)

Binders are also available which hold 8 issues
• £8.00 for Torque
• £9.00 for Journal
Prices inc P&P 

Society Clothing
Placket Sweatshirt
Available in Navy Blue, and Burgundy
Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL
£25.84 inc P&P                                     
Polo Shirts, Body Warmers and High Visibility 
Waistcoasts are also available, more details 
can be obtained at www.leylandsociety.co.uk

Rally Mementos
Available for most Leyland Gatherings see website 
or brochure for other Badges available.
The Badges shown here are from the most 
recent Rallies.
Price £7.00 each including P&P

See our website for special offers - www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Please send your order to the address below

All prices include P&P for UK orders only (non-UK by arrangement)
Payments should be made to “The Leyland Society”

The Leyland Society, 2 Severn View, Cinderford, Glos, GL14 2XE

Baseball Cap £11.99
inc P&P

SOCIETY SALES
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