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 The article on the Leyland Eight in the last issue of Torque went down very 
well with a number of people and it shows an interest in a diversity of subjects 
relating to the history of Leyland Motors.  My initial intention for the report started 
off as a two page piece on David Haywood’s magnifi cent Leyland-Thomas racing 
car, but as frequently happens, the more you delve into a subject, the more you fi nd 
– so we ended up with eight pages, with the help of the Bill Boddy notes and various 
pictures.   
 Since then much more material has come to light, so much so that it is planned 
to prepare three more articles – a fi rst-hand account of the Parry-Thomas cars and 
what happened to them (in this issue), an in-depth review of what can be found out 
about the other 15 Leyland Eights in an attempt to trace all of them.  This is after 
several days of research by yours truly, and will be followed by details of Parry 
Thomas’s legacy of the engine design – the 4-cylinder 20hp (half a Leyland Eight 
engine) that was used in the 150 or so Leyland Z types of 1923-25 – the 20 seater 
buses and 30cwt lorries.  This turned out to be one of Leyland’s great follies with an 
over-engineered and over-priced 30cwt, which was full of mechanical problems!   
 None of these subjects has ever been covered in so much detail (except in the 
excellent Profi le Publications booklet on the Leyland Eight at Brooklands by Hugh 
Tours, also his book on Parry Thomas) and it demonstrates just how useful Leyland 
Torque is at encouraging research and communication with others (members and 
non-members) into all aspects of Leyland Motors for the future benefi t of readers.
 It is good to have so much contact with our few members on the other side 
of the World where there is a keen interest in Leylands and where so many early 
examples have survived, the Lincolnshire Lion being an amazing example of some 
of the bizarre reasons and circumstances surrounding a vehicle’s survival prior to its 
restoration.
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LEYLAND SOCIETY AGM
 We held the 2014 AGM at the Herbert Art Gallery & Museum in Coventry, 
with a few more members attending than usual, though we don’t usually get a very 
big turn out.   The formal business was completed fairly quickly and the subsequent 
discussions were very interesting and friendly.   Thank you everyone who attended, 
some by public transport and from very long distances.

2015 LEYLAND SOCIETY GATHERING
To be held in Leyland on Sunday 28th June 2015

 As many of you may have expected, we have decided to hold our 2015 
Gathering in Leyland, our spiritual home and the date is Sunday 28th June at 
the British Commercial Vehicle Museum.  We decided on an earlier date than in 
previous years due to avoid clashing with other major events that members might be 
planning to attend and other activities already planned at the BCVM.  
 When we last held our Gathering at Leyland, the BCVM organised a road run 
the day before and it was an event enjoyed by all who took part.  We are grateful to 
the Museum that they have kindly agreed to organise a similar event for 2015, and 
this will be on Saturday 27th June, starting at 2 pm.  We hope you will be able to 
take part and that the weather will be as good as last time!  The route has yet to be 
fi nalised, but will start from the BCVM car park and fi nish at the same location.  It 
is expected to include some challenging roads and allow drivers to admire the local 
scenery; indeed many of the roads would of course have been used by Leyland for 
their own testing.  There are no time restrictions so you will be able to drive at your 
chosen pace and stop wherever you wish for photographs and refreshments.  If you 
would like to take part in the BCVM Road Run, please indicate this on your entry 
form so that we can advise the BCVM to help them with the expected numbers.  
Overnight vehicle parking will be available at the BCVM if required.  Please ensure 
your contact details are fully completed on the entry form, including an e-mail 
address if possible, in case we need to contact you at short notice.  Note that we will 
only send e-mail correspondence in relation to the Gathering and not for any other 
purpose, nor will your details be disclosed to any other parties.
 An entry form is included with this issue of Torque and we would be grateful 
if you could return it as soon as possible so we have an indication of numbers and 
can start planning the event.  We hope that you will be able to make it to Leyland and 
we look forward to seeing you.

LEYLAND  SOCIETY  JOURNAL  No.16
 Peter Newman of Ensign Bus kindly points out that the ex-Silver Star 
Atlantean coach was in fact registered XMW 706 (not XWW as printed).  He drove 
the vehicle for Super Coaches (Upminster) Ltd for some considerable time.  The 
City Coach Lines ‘Gay Hostess’ on page 5 was exported to Hong Kong via Super 
Coaches, not W North.
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TWO INTERESTING LEYLANDS

Dallas Services 
Ltd, Leyland had 
an interesting 
fl eet, the 
operations being 
absorbed into 
Ribble Motor 
Services in July 
1935.  No.10, 
TC8604, was 
a Lion LSC1, 
45453, possibly 
with Massey 
body, B31R, new 
in January 1927. 
Does any reader 
recognise the 
location of this 
photo?  

(Mike Sutcliffe 
collection)

This pantechnicon, KA 568, was a 1925 Leyland C9 (35575) which started life as a charabanc 
running for Pearsons, Liverpool.  With its lightweight, highly geared chassis, with large
36hp engine, it would have made an ideal removal lorry. (Leyland Society Archive)
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Leyland Trucks Press Day
 Leyland Trucks hosted a visit of eight journalists from the UK and Ireland 
on 28th & 29th October.  The eight journalists between them write for all the major 
Motor Transport and Industry journals in UK and Ireland.   The visit allowed 
Leyland Trucks to show our business and the DAF product to a wide readership 
within the industry.  Another goal of the visit was to communicate that Leyland 
Trucks continues to be a major manufacturer in the UK and that the full range of 
DAF products is built here in Leyland.
    The event showcased the Leyland facility and focussed on our design technology, 
in particular for the LF truck.  The visit started off at local dealership, Lancashire 
DAF, to cover the sales and after-sales side of the business.  The Journalists 
arrived at Leyland Trucks early the next morning at production start to observe 
the ‘Laydown’ of our featured vehicle ordered by customer Travis Perkins.  They 

stayed with us through the day, 
periodically visiting areas of 
vehicle assembly to see the 
Travis Perkins vehicle at all the 
major build milestones through 
to it driving off the assembly 
line later in the afternoon.  In 
between visits to the assembly 
line, the journalists had meetings 
with the management team and 
employees at Leyland Trucks 
to gain an understanding of our 
culture and the technology we 
use in material supply, design 
and production of the DAF 
product at our world class 
facility.
 This visit produced multiple 
story lines that have now started 
to appear in the different industry 
publications covering the 
business from different angles, 
and are providing a positive 
impression of our product, our 
facility and our people.

8305 – The Travis Perkins featured vehicle drives off 
the production line during the afternoon.

8118 – Peter Jukes, Operations Director taking the 
journalists on a tour of the factory.
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Service Recognition
 Leyland Trucks has recognised the service of employees through the years in 
the traditional way – a Gold Watch for 25 years service and a Carriage Clock for 40 
years, a tradition dating back to Lord Stokes’ day when the high number of qualifying 
employees meant that the awards event took several days at interesting venues like 
the Tower Ballroom in Blackpool.  Nowadays the number of employees is fewer and 
therefore the events are smaller, but no less important.  This year we recognised 38 
employees whose traditional service anniversary occurred in 2013 and 2014.  It was 
remarkable that three of that number were celebrating 50 years of service, and two of 
them are still working at Leyland Trucks today.  So, in the traditional way we invited 
all guests and a partner to an 
Awards Evening at Park Hall in 
Chorley, where they were wined, 
dined and entertained through a 
great evening, which was fi tting 
to mark the 1400 years of service 
that they achieved between 
them.
 In addition to the traditional 
Long Service Awards (25, 40 and 
50 years), nowadays Leyland 
Trucks recognises service from 
an earlier stage in employees' 
careers.  This separate form of 
recognition covers anniversaries 
from 5 years through to 50 years 
in 5 year increments.  In 2014 
we recognised 192 employees 
in this way with more informal 
lunchtime sessions in the factory, 
where awards are given out in 
the form of a monetary value and 
a gold pin to mark the number 
of years service.  These events 
ran through the year, with the 
last being in December and the 
192 employees have racked up 
3385 years of service.  What is 
impressive is that the average 
length of service of the employees 
recognised this year is 17.6 years; 
perhaps it’s not a bad place to 
work!

Brian Ormshaw (Right) receiving his 40 year award 
from Peter Jukes.

40 year gold pin.

Brian Taylor (Right) receives his award for 50 years 
of service from Ron Augustyn.
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 Peter has selected pictures for this edition of Torque that cover a wide range of 
ages and variety of applications.  The design of the early removal lorry is particularly 
interesting as it looks to have a crew compartment above the cab so presumably 
the fact that removals can take a long time is not a modern phenomenon!  Also, the 
bodywork of the tanker shows how the appearance of a purely functional vehicle can 
be transformed into a good advertisement for a business, the importance of which 
has been recognised again only relatively recently – demonstrating that some ideas 
are not new!  
 Once again, Malcolm Wilford has managed to identify some of these with 
chassis numbers by trawling through his extensive chassis records and we thank 
Malcolm for his time doing that.  Gary Dwyer has kindly added extra information 
and prepared the article for Leyland Torque.  All photographs are by Peter Davies 
unless otherwise credited.  

What a fantastic body was fi tted to this Leyland Bison TSG1, with what looks like a rest 
room built above the cab and accessed by a step arrangement built into the side of the body.  
It had chassis no. 66925 and was delivered new to Furlongs Removals of Woolwich in 
January 1931, carrying registration no. GJ 1227.         (BCVMT L009540)
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There are few vehicles around as this 1957 Leyland Comet ECOS2/4R makes its way 
through Luton in May 1965.  Registered 220 DTF, (chassis no. 578094, line no.1501) it was 
delivered new to William Nuttall & Sons of Clifton, Lancashire.

BRS were the original customer in October 1953 for this Leyland Beaver 12.B/1E, registered 
NVP 47.  It had chassis number 531828, line number 1665 and was presumably still in 
service with them when photographed in Dunstable in November 1964.
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Pulling a short trailer with sheeted load, this 1952 12.B Leyland Beaver was operated by 
John McRae Transport of Dundee.  Carrying registration DTV 905 (1937!) on the bumper 
(or DFV?), and a different number is on the panel behind it! 

The 1956 Leyland Comet ECOS, registered 486 CRA, pictured here had suffered impact 
damage and repairs to the nearside front corner by the time Peter found it in April 1966 in 
service with Craig-Lelo Granite of Gwyddelwern.  
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After 11 years of service, this 1957 Leyland Comet ECO, registered PJU 745, had suffered 
accident damage to the nearside front corner.  The bumper appears to have been straightened 
but the panel behind has not yet been repaired.

The Leyland Reiver was a very popular tipper chassis in the 1970s and 1980s, powered by 
the Leyland 400 Series engine.  This 1974 example, registered RWX 591M, was photographed 
in Pontefract when nearly new in October of the same year.
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Blue Dart Transport, Middleton, Manchester, was a well-known transport company in the 
1970s.  This Super Comet 16SCT/20AR, registered BTF 934J, had chassis no.7054290 and 
was new to Gilbraith Commercials, a Leyland dealer, in October 1970.  

Photographed in July 1976, the Ergomatic cabbed Leyland Beaver of J. B. Woodcock & 
Son of London E16 was still in good condition after 5 years of service and was coupled to a 
skeletal semi-trailer.
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The Marathon cab was based on the Ergomatic and the similarities are clear in this 
photograph, taken at Toddington Services in 1980, of a 1976 model operated by the 
Hemisphere Metal Co. based in Shoeburyness, Essex.   

The Prince Regent Tar Company were the original customer for this 1951 Leyland Hippo 
19.H, which carried registration no. EJD 282.  The streamlined bodywork makes the vehicle 
look very elegant in this photograph taken just prior to delivery.
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237.  Leyland Comet Fire Engines
           Thanks to additional details provided by Gerry Bixley and Malcolm Wilford 
the records are getting more complete. The updated version follows: 

Leyland Comet ECP/1R Fire Engines
Chassis no. Line.no. Reg.no. Fire Brigade Date new

500987 187 OKE 636 Kent Oct-50
503853 192 - Hong Kong Nov-50
503854 193 - Hong Kong “
503855 194 - Hong Kong “
513815 205 LUE 474 Warwickshire Aug-51
513816 206 ? ? “
513817 207 KCE 400 Cambridgeshire “
513818 208 OMA 808 Cheshire “
513844 209 VMX 120 Middlesex Jul-51
513845 210 HRY 802 Leicester Sep-51
513846 211 ? ? “
513847 212 ? ? “
513863 213 BXG 600 Middlesbrough “
513864 214 ? ? “
513865 215 GRX 33 Reading & Berkshire “
513866 216 WRF 186 Staffordshire “
513867 217 OKO 64 Kent “
513868 218 CCP 830 Halifax Oct-51
513869 219 OKM 338 Kent Sep-51
513870 220 HMW 291 Wiltshire Oct-51
513871 221 JTR 864 Southampton “
513872 222 NNK 274 Hertfordshire “
514085 223 ? ? “
514086 224 RPG 22 Surrey “
514087 225 ? ? “
514088 226 RPG 21 Surrey “
514089 227 FFK 636 Worcester Nov-51
514090 228 JSG 30 Edinburgh Oct-51
514091 229 ? ? “
514092 230 OKO 664 Kent Nov-51
514093 231 OMB 586 Cheshire Oct-51
514094 232 ? ? Nov-51
514150 233 ? ? “
514215 234 OKR 149 Kent Dec-51
514216 235 ? ? Nov-51
514217 236 ? ? Jan-52
514218 237 ? ? Dec-51
514219 238 ? ? Jan-52
514232 239 ? ? Dec-51
514233 240 RRB 544 Derbyshire “
514251 241 ? ? Feb-52
514252 242 ? ? Jan-52
514253 243 OKP 857 Kent “
515254 244 ? ? “
514255 245 ? ? “
514256 246 OKP 428 Kent “
514458 247 ? ? Feb-52
514459 248 OKP 641 Kent “
514460 249 PKL 288 Kent Jul-52
514461 250 PKE 776 Kent May-52
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238. Service Training Unit
 Bruce MacPhee advises that in 1959, BMC commissioned Marshall of 
Cambridge to body six FF chassis for use as mobile service training units (MTU).  
They had 5.1 litre oil engines, 5-speed gearboxes and 2-speed axles; some of them had 
left hand controls.  These were joined in 1963 by thirty more with 5.7 litre engines, 
and were deployed world-wide.  In 1966, one of the original LHD vehicles was 
converted to a transporter, being able to carry two Minis; some of the others were 
later modifi ed internally for hospitality use.  The Leyland badge on the front of 
this one is obviously a later addition (information supplied by Bill Price, Manager 
of BMC/Leyland Cars Special Tuning and Competitions Dept; a comprehensive 
article on the MTUs appears in the Autumn 2014 edition of the Morris-Commercial 
Club magazine “Recalling”, reproduced from the Australian publication ‘BMC 
Experience’)
 Mike Leatherdale has quoted an extract from Oxford Taxation records for 
960 PJO:  BMC coach;  colour blue;  chassis no. 5K1774-159765;  uw 5.15.109; fi rst 
registered 1st April 1963 to B.M.C. Service, Cowley. 
239.  Aviation Tanker
 Bruce MacPhee also indentifi es this vehicle as Hippo 20.H3/E (assuming it 
was built after 1955, otherwise 19.H3(A)/E ).  The cab built by Bus Bodies (S.A.) 
Ltd, at Port Elizabeth, a company associated with Metro-Cammell and who were 
also agents for Holmes (Preston) at that 
time.  With so many unmade roads in South 
Africa, the standard Leyland cabs often 
suffered structural damage - the Bus Bodies 
cabs were designed and constructed to 
overcome this problem. (This photo appeared 
on the back cover of Journal No.3 and the above 
details provide a more detailed description to 
add to the caption – Ed.)
240. Who Won at Cricket?
 An interesting indication of the 
relationship between Leyland and AEC in 
1931 – the Tiger versus the Mammoth!   Did 
anyone keep a record of the score?
241. Gibson, Moffat, PD2/1 MTA 747
 Geoff Kelland is currently researching the history of James Gibson and Sons 
of Moffat and has some queries surrounding a Leyland Titan PD2/1 which was part 
of their fl eet.   MTA 747, chassis number 502429, was built as a demonstrator and was 

Notes:-
1. 513872 is recorded as NNK 294 but this is not necessarily correct
2. all marked ‘?’ are recorded as to Ministry of Supply
3. additional vehicles known without chassis nos. are:-
PPL 870, RPF 60, RPH 151, RPH 152 for Surrey. - these might fi t into 514085/7/91/4 also RRA 
999 (Derbyshire) possibly 514232 and JUS 783/4  (Glasgow) (n/k)

(BCVMT  L009440)
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initially used by Devon General, in fact a number of sources quote it as being owned 
by DGOC, perhaps mistaking the Devon CC registration as an indicator.  He has 
found reference to this vehicle as being operated by Devon General in grey undercoat 
but no photographic evidence to support this.  Was it common practice at this time to 
(a) have demonstrators in grey and (b) have the vehicle registered, not in Lancashire, 
but by the fi rst user in their local offi ce (cf. CVA 230 registered in Lanarkshire).   
MTA 747 appears to have a body fi tted with DGOC style destination apertures so 
perhaps it was hoped the vehicle would be purchased by them.  He was told by Mr 
Gibson that the bus was travelling north for a further period of demonstration when 
his father intercepted it at Beattock and paid cash on the spot for it for use at The 
Royal Highland Show at Dumfries.  It is not known just how true this story is, but 
it is suggested that the basis is correct with perhaps a little embellishment through 
repetition.  Any further information would be most appreciated.

(Mike Sutcliffe collection)
242.  Danish State Railways PD2

 Can anybody pro-
vide further details and 
ultimate fate of this 
Leyland bodied PD2 
seen with Danish State 
Railways in the 1950s?   
Were there any more? 
Leyland did not like 
building entrances on 
the RH side, so how did 
this one get through?
(Leyland Society Archive)
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243. Thames Valley Lorry WO 9157
 The Thames Valley 
Traction Co. Ltd. took this 1935 
Leyland Cub KG2-type into stock 
in 1940 for use as an Inter-depot 
Lorry based at Reading, the PSV 
Circle recording it as coming from 
Praills (dealer) of Hereford.  It had 
‘the noisiest Perkins diesel engine 
you ever heard’ by contemporary 
report, and after sale in 1954 was 
used by the well-known scrap 
dealer Harold Goodey of Charvil 
(Twyford) in Berkshire.  Paul Lacey asks - It would be good to know more of its 
earlier history, presumably in the Monmouth area?   (Could it have come from the Red 
& White group with South Midland or Newbury & District? – Ed.)  
244. Tyre Presses
 For the mechani-
cally minded – how does 
this 1923 tyre press (in 
Chorley works) func-
tion? (fi g.1).  Above it on 
the chain is a steel wheel 
from a Leyland steam 
wagon, which would 
have been shod by con-
ventional solid rubber 
tyres on bands.
 Compare it with 
the more usual water press 
in Todmorden’s depot in 
1924 (fi g 2).  The water 
press works by water being 
pumped under pressure 
to lift the bottom platform 
upwards, held and guided 
by the four corner pillars, to 
press tyres on or off against 
the solid cast iron head of 
the press.

(Paul Lacey collection)

Fig. 1 The press in Chorley                    (BCVMT  L002443)

Fig.2,  A typical water press 
in 1924.

(Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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Introduction
 In 1976, 38 years ago, my father and I completed a seven year restoration 
of a 1929 New Zealand Railways Thornycroft bus and this vehicle became a major 
part of my life for the next 23 years.   When we decided to move to Australia in 
1999, I sadly knew the Thornycroft would have to stay, primarily because of National 
Heritage Issues prohibiting its export.  It is now in the care of the Omnibus Society in 
Wellington. 

 Helen, my wife, had known for some time that I was looking for a larger 
vehicle to restore,  maybe a medium sized 1940s Bedford, AEC or Leyland truck, 
something that would fi t under our carport and something that would be useful to 
cart our stationary engine and associated shearing gear around on.  Anyway, one day 
when Helen was browsing on the internet for old trucks, she found this bus on a UK 
internet site.  She made contact with the UK address and after a few phone calls, 
had traced the current owner to Tasmania.  She then ran this past our mechanic who 
handles all the mechanical work on our cars.  Although he thought I was after a truck, 

he soon warmed to the idea of this bus.  
With all this in place Helen announced, on 
our way up to Sydney in August 2012, that 
we had a bus to look at in Tasmania.  We 

The Lion as found in 1986.  It had not 
turned a wheel since 1951 and still has 
its English number plate and the tax 
discs. 
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shortened our New South Wales visit and 
returned to Melbourne directly after their 
All British Day, travelling from Sydney to 
Melbourne in one day.
Getting Excited
 The next day saw us on a plane for 
Hobart where we picked up a rental car and 
arranged a time with the owner to look over 
the bus.  What we found was something that 
probably no one else would ever take on.  It 
gave a new meaning for the word ‘derelict’ 
and we immediately fell in love with it.
 After much debate the owner, Ted 
Lidster, and Helen agreed upon a price and 
the bus was ours.  What a birthday present!  The existence of Ted’s bus was known 
to bus circles in the UK but the big stumbling block was the cost of relocation to the 
UK, also considering its derelict state.  Because the bus had never run in Tasmania 
as a bus, no one in Australia to date was interested. 
Some Background History
 In 1925 Leyland Motors unveiled the Lion, with the ‘L’ range of vehicles 
representing a signifi cant advancement in design and setting the standards for the 
next 25 years.  The Lion was the fi rst Leyland produced chassis designed exclusively 
for bus bodywork.  Prior to this, the same basic chassis design was used for trucks 
and buses.  The chassis frame was lower and swept up over the rear axle, with a fully 
fl oating rear axle with the ‘to and fro’ movement being stabilised by an enclosed 
driveshaft that was fi xed to a huge ball joint midway along the chassis, in common 
with usual Leyland practice. 
 This was also the fi rst Leyland chassis to be equipped with front wheel brakes 
and pneumatic tyres all round.  Pneumatic tyres on heavy vehicles had not, in 1926, 
passed the test of time and as a result the buses were restricted to 12mph until the law 
changed in 1928 to 20mph.
Amos Proud and United Automobile Services
 Our bus, TY 3673, an LSC1 Lion, chassis number 46035, with Leyland B31F 
body, was fi rst registered on 13th September 1927 to Amos, Proud and Co Ltd. (later  
Amos, Proud & Co. (1928) Ltd) of Choppington, Northumberland, as their fl eet 
No.19.  The fi rm had started operations in 1922 but, having grown to a fl eet size of 
approximately 40 buses and coaches, was sold to United Automobile Services on 
8th November 1928.  After running a large fl eet of Lancias, they turned to Leyland 
Motors to supply most of their new purchases, the fl eet owning nine Lions, both of 
the long and short variety, and fi ve Leyland Tigers, all with Leyland bodies.  The 
Tigers included some of the earliest production models and a photograph of one of 
these is shown here to demonstrate their livery.  United initially numbered the Lion 
B282, later renumbered AL43 in 1930. 

Our fi rst project which took 7 years was 
this NZ Railways Thornycroft.
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The Lincolnshire Road Car Company:
 Further rationalisation of the bus industry in the UK occurred on 1st January 

1931 when the 
operations of United 
were split up, 
with those in East 
Anglia passing to 
Eastern Counties 
Omnibus Co. and 
the Lincolnshire 
operations going 
to the Lincolnshire 
Road Car Co.   TY 
3673 was transferred 
together with the six 
Long Lions from 

Leyland Tiger TS1, probably TY 3677, when new in March 1928.          (BCVMT L004940)

To fuel the debate, this is the front cross-
member of this Lion, clearly stating PLSC1  
This was in the short period of the “P” when 
the Publicity Dept. went their own way for a 
while and caused much confusion! 

TY 3673 in Grantham in the 1930s, in the livery of Lincolnshire 
and looking rather tired and in need of a repaint.  (GHF Atkins)
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the former Amos, Proud & Co. fl eet to Boston in Lincolnshire where it ran services 
to Lincoln, Grantham and Spalding, becoming no.132 in the LRCC fl eet.
 By the late 1930s fl eet number 132 (our bus) was relegated to being a spare 
and would replace other vehicles in turn while they were off the road under repair.  
There were many airfi elds and training camps in Lincolnshire and they all needed 
transport for their workforce.   During WW2, many  LRCC buses were requisitioned 
and together with  further  licensed buses were made available for Wartime Reserve.  
On the fi rst of January 
1941 no.132 was noted 
as working out of the 
RAF Swinderby base near 
Lincoln.
 Material shortages 
after the war slowed the 
fl ow of new buses being 
built for the home market 
and this shortage led 
to 132 being rebuilt by 
TW Cawood & Son of 
Doncaster in May 1946.  
This was in order to get 
another few years’ service 

This picture was taken at Grantham Bus Station of LRCC 132 in the late 1940s and shows 
the heavily rebuilt bodywork.               (RHG Simpson)

A line-up of withdrawn Lincolnshire buses including two 
of the former Amos, Proud & Co, fl eet of Lions.

(OS – Roy Marshall)
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out of this veteran.  The original roof, seats and many Leyland body fi ttings were 
retained.  The lower body sides were vertical and there was no inside cladding.  The 
framing was of Radiata Pine and the bus was steel clad and was very angular in 
construction, not unlike a wartime utility body. A large BET style front destination 
box was also fi tted.
 Finally, 132 was withdrawn in November 1949 and sold to a dealer in 
Hornchurch in June 1951.  When the bus was sold, the destination box and most of 
the seats were removed and may have been re-used elsewhere.  It was subsequently 
purchased by a Mr Rose who exported it to Hobart, Tasmania and converted it into 
temporary living quarters while he built his house.
A New Life in Tasmania
 Upon arrival in Hobart the bus was driven from the docks to Cambridge, 
about 12 miles, and it was then used as accommodation for Mr & Mrs Rose and their 
children while he built a house on their block of land.  Once the house was built the 
bus became an out building and fell into disrepair.  To this day, it remains a mystery 
why such an old bus would be purchased, shipped half way around the world and 
then converted to become temporary living quarters.
Saved From Scrap
 The bus was spotted in the early 1950s by Edward Lidster and each time 
he approached the property he was met with the unwelcome sight of a shotgun.  
By 1986 the bus was in a derelict condition and Mr Rose contacted the Tasmanian 
Transport Museum to see if they would be interested in it.  Their curator, David 
Jones, said they were not interested because it had never been operated as a bus in 
Tasmania, but he was friends with Ted Lidster, a founder member of the museum, 
and he knew that he had had an interest in this bus years earlier, so David told Ted 
that it was now available. 
 Ted wasted no time in contacting Mr Rose, which was just as well because 
Ted was told the bus was free for the taking but had to be removed from the property 
within four days because that was when the scrap man was coming to clean up the 
property. 
 The Roses had sold up and were moving away from the area.  Ted had plans 
for a large shed to be built but with one thing and another, it never happened.  In 
2010 Ted offered the bus again to the Tasmanian Transport Museum, this time citing 
its rarity both in age and design.  Again they declined so Ted made contact with the 
Historic Commercial Vehicle Club of Australia and also made its presence known 
in the UK.  No local interest was taken in it; however a few people from the UK 
came and had a look at it including a chap who used to drive it when it was running 
as a bus in Lincolnshire.  By now, the bus was very derelict, although remarkably 
complete, and although there was interest from England to save the bus, the logistics 
of moving it back proved to be beyond any resources available at that time.
Historical Signifi cance
 There is no way that a vehicle this old should still be in existence in 2013 
yet, seemingly against all odds, it has survived. United Auto and Road Car (as these 
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two companies became to be known) were two very large bus companies, each with 
over a thousand vehicles at their peaks and Amos, Proud & Co. from Choppington 
was representative of a small, successful privately owned operator swallowed up by 
a larger company to eliminate the competition.
 TY 3673, with its Northumberland registration is the only Amos, Proud & 
Co. vehicle to have survived and is the oldest surviving bus that was ever owned by 
Lincolnshire Road Car Co.  Leyland sent an LSC1 Lion demonstrator to Australia 
in 1927 which surprisingly found no buyers and was shipped back to England a few 
months later.  Perth did purchase batches of later Lions after 1930 and one of these is 
preserved at the Whiteman Park transport museum in Perth.  So TY 3673 is the only 
Leyland Lion LSC1 surviving in the Southern Hemisphere.
 The bus is 100% mechanically complete due to Ted keeping it that way and 
also its isolated location has eluded the onslaught of souvenir hunters over the years.  
Continued exposure to the elements has taken its toll on the body which was not 
built to last but never-the-less it is not beyond saving.  In Ted’s ownership many 
internal fi ttings were removed to the safety of his shed and these of course are now 
invaluable and essential to its restoration.  If it wasn’t for Ted’s efforts back in 1986 
this vehicle would no longer exist.  It’s been 27 years since the wheels last turned and 
62 years since the bus last ran under its own power.
The Rescue
 After purchasing the bus we were allowed to leave it on his property for 
six months, with an undertaking to have it removed before another winter.  We 
demolished the double carport attached to the side of our house and had the 
associated concrete fl oor and driveway lowered to accommodate a new all-weather 
garage specifi cally designed to house the bus.  Helen and I went into the ‘Spirit of 
Tasmania’ terminal armed with photos of the bus and secured a return passage for 
the truck down (complete with ramps and loading gear) and back with the bus at a 
most favourable rate. 
 So in February 2013, I was off to Tasmania in Helen’s Magna, loaded with 
tools and equipment to brace the body of the bus.  Upon arrival at Acton Park, Hobart, 
no time was wasted in getting the dirtiest job done fi rst; emptying the bus of all 
rubbish, then pressure washing the whole bus (a requirement to take it from Tasmania 

Left, inside the cab.  Right, looking towards the rear.
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to Melbourne.)   While the bus 
dried out, I sourced a local 
quantity of framing timber 
and started prefabricating a 
frame that would hold the body 
together for the trip home.  The 
framing had to be of suffi cient 
strength to hold the body 
together for the 400km road 
journey.  The new timbers had 
to be threaded through what 
was left of the bodywork and 
slowly a frame took shape. I 
sprayed penetrating oil over all 
working parts three times daily.

 Once the frame was completed, it was time to jack the bus up out of the mud 
and grass it had settled into over the last 27 years.  One by one, the wheels were 
jacked up and the depressions packed with timber.  All the wheels were removed 
and repositioned so that we had a tyre in each corner that remained infl ated.  I had 
to resort to drilling two broken valve stems out and replacing them with new valves.  
While the bus was jacked up the steering was found to be very positive with free 
movement and all wheels turned freely.  Yes, for 62 years the brakes were off!  
 After two and a half weeks, the bus was ready to move.  Helen fl ew down 
to Hobart on the 11th March and I fl ew back to Melbourne on the 14th to pick up the 
rental truck and return on the ‘Spirit of Tasmania’ on the 15th.  Our good friend, Karl 
Holland helped us for the whole weekend and we loaded the ramps and associated 
haulage gear. Then it was time to set off for Acton Park to load the bus.
 We had no sooner hooked a tow rope to the bus when the heavens opened 
up.  We pulled the bus out from its resting place before the ground became a bog 
and we loaded the bus in the wettest conditions possible.  We had the bus loaded 

late afternoon on the 
Saturday and we left for 
Devonport early Sunday 
morning.  The load 
created a lot of interest 
wherever we stopped 
and at Devonport the 
total weight of the load 
needed to be declared 
for marine purposes.
The actual restoration 
is a step closer to 
commencement and 

Once the new framing was in place the body was pulled 
back into square.

On the way home and shows our bus on board and chained 
down.
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now that we have a full 
set of working drawings, 
thanks to our dear 
English friends of the 
Lincolnshire Vintage 
Vehicle Society who 
allowed us to measure 
their identical bus and 
provided us with a great 
deal of history and some 
valuable parts.  Work 
can now proceed on 
stripping the body from 
the chassis.  I would 
like to acknowledge 
the assistance of the 
following people with this project to date: Karl Holland,  Ted Lidster, Peter Moses, 
Bill Moxon and in the United Kingdom; Ross Scoular in Edinburgh; Steve Milner, 
Mike Gallagher, John Child, David Howe, Pam Francis and Jonathan Bigwood, all 
from the Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle Society in Lincoln.
          Stage one will be returning this Leyland Lion to a running chassis in two years’ 
time and stage two will be completing the project hopefully by its 90th birthday in 
2017.   I will keep readers update on this unique project.

This is a picture that I could not resist putting in at the end of this excellent report on the 
Lincolnshire Lion – Ed.  It shows sister Lion TY 3067 together with a Lioness Six tanker, 
TF 6260, at LRCC’s Hunting Tower Road, Grantham depot.               (OS – Roy Marshall)

This view was taken upon arrival at our home in Dandenong 
North.  From left; Bill Moxon, our mechanic, myself and the 
truck driver.
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A splendid view of SN 4655, a standard Leyland TD1 (chassis 70430) with ‘Titan’ L24/24Ro body in a brown and cream livery, new in March 1929, to A & R Graham Ltd of Kirkintilloch (fleet number 16).  
It is seen at the attractive setting of Campsie Glen, just north of Glasgow, at the end of its pioneering half-hourly service from Cathedral Street in Glasgow via Springburn and Lennoxtown.  The vehicle 
was fitted with a new Cowieson H26/26R body in March 1937, then a Leyland 8.6 litre six-cylinder oil engine in August 1938.  It lasted as such until 1950 when it was scrapped, having been operated by  
W Alexander & Sons of Falkirk (as R225) from about 1942.   Alexanders had acquired the Graham business in July 1938 and maintained it as a subsidiary for a few years.                    (BCVMT  L007092)
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Thanks to John Bennett, Brian Blakemore, Colin Bull, Mike Fenton, Peter Greaves, Don 
Hilton, Mike Leatherdale, Mike Sutcliffe and Fred Ward.
Kirkham, Preston, Leyland Tiger TS2,  CK 4120 (Torque Nos.61-64)
 At last, with the help of several people, the mystery of CK 4120 seems to 
have been resolved.  The confusion appears to have arisen due to several errors 
in the records and incorrect assumptions made.  According to LML Sales records, 
Mrs JC Kirkham, Preston was sold TS2 60481 in 3/29 and this has been mistakenly 
assumed to be CK 4120, whereas it was actually registered VR 1199.    However, Mrs 
Kirkham was previously sold TS2 60146 in 10/28 and this is the correct identity 
of CK 4120.  It is recorded as being delivered for bodying in that month, almost 
certainly by Burlingham.
 There must have been a transcription error at some point which changed 
60146 to 61046, since the latter was actually TH 804, a TS2, new 5/30  to S.Eynon, 
Trimsaran, last licensed in 1951.  Chassis No. 60434 has crept in to this puzzle by 
mistake from an incorrect registration record, since altered.  As recorded in Torque 
No.62, that was a TS2 supplied to National O & T C and was the last of a batch of 
seventeen TS2s with Beadle C26D bodies, registered VX 1017.     
 The only remaining mystery is why 60481, ordered by Mrs Kirkham of 
Preston ended up with a Manchester registration.
Bere Regis & District, Leyland PS1, DBA 451 (Torque Nos.64-65)
 From Don Hilton’s records, the Chassis No. was 462396, Engine No. 
E181/954, Line No. 461 and Customer Order No. 26623/414.  Interestingly, the 
order was from Shearings not Fieldsend, Salford and the delivery date was 28/10/46, 
signifi cantly earlier than the date of 3/48 given previously for its delivery to Fieldsend 
and consistent with the chassis number.  Does anyone know if there was a connection 
between Shearings and Fieldsend?
 Mike Leatherdale has a photograph of four Bere Regis & District PS1s with 
Santus bodies and says that although the overall shape of DBA 451 is similar there are 
many detail differences from them.  As a suggestion, could it possibly be a second 
hand Rainforth body from Cheetah FW 9543?   Does anyone have a photo of that 
vehicle please?
Highland Omnibuses, Leyland Titan TD3, CK 4878 (Torque No.65)
 Mike Fenton is convinced that the body came from one of the TD4s which 
did have angular rear upper decks in contradiction to what has been said previously.  
This design was built after the disaster with the early Leyland metal-framed bodies 
and several were supplied to major Scottish operators.  Mike Sutcliffe, having seen this 
nearside view, does not necessarily agree though the body has been signifi cantly rebuilt 
and ‘Alexanderised’.   Neither the front nor rear dome is like a Leyland; the rear dome 
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is angular but slopes much 
more than a c1936/37 
Leyland, also the window 
pans all have radiused 
bottom corners, a feature 
not seen on Leyland 
bodies until well into TD5 
production, in mid-1937.  
Of course, Alexander may 
have rebuilt those and the 
rear dome in a similar way 
to the wartime Alexander 
rebodies and the PD1s.

CH Allen, Mountsorrel, Leyland Lion LT5A (Torque No.65)
 Both John Bennett and Mike Fenton tell us that this is one of the pair of Leyland 
Lion LT5A vehicles JU 4371/2 with Brush (B38F or B36F) bodies supplied to CH 
Allen, Mountsorrel in 6/34.  They were withdrawn in 12/50 and 2/52 respectively, 
but it is not known which of the two this one is!  In the photograph here, JU 4372 can 
be seen in its prime.
 The Lion was seen (next to an Alvis?) by John Paine and Mike Sutcliffe when 
still at school in 1958.  It was just off the Aylestone Road, Leicester, in a scrapyard.   
They gingerly entered the yard to ask permission to look at the bus, now a store 
shed, but before they could utter a word the owner, a very scruffy and aggressive 
man, came out and accused them of thieving!   He threw a heavy chain over their 

(Brush, Leyland Society & OS Archives)
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brand new bicycles and padlocked it.  Not knowing what to do next, they walked to 
a telephone box and dialled 999 to call the police and were driven back to the yard, 
bundled in the back of a Morris J type Black Maria.  Then, after much discussion, 
the policemen persuaded the man to free their cycles and let them go.  So, now you 
can see what our esteemed editor was like as a teenager - it just goes to show what 
lengths a true enthusiast has to go through sometimes!  (Now, which reader can top 
that story? – I’m sure there are some more good tales to tell?!)
Bullock & France (Queens), Leyland PS1, FFY390 (Torque No.65)

 Oh dear!  Peter 
Greaves reminds us that 
FFY 390 appeared in 
Torque No.22, Odd Bodies.  
Subsequent responses then 
included 462153 for the 
Chassis No, which was 
registered in 5/47.   It was 
diffi cult to obtain new 
bodies at that time and this 
is why a pre-war Plaxton 
C33F  body was fi tted.   
For those unfamiliar with 

Plaxton’s standard late-1930s design, you can see from the accompanying photograph 
of CWY 900 that was the case, there being only minor modifi cations at the front to 
the standard design.  John Bennett tells us that it later passed to Gregson Motors, 
Skelmersdale in 5/52.  He and Mike Fenton and Colin Bull agree that it then passed 
to Peascod (Crown Coaches), Liverpool in 5/53 who had it rebodied by Harrington 
(1196) C33F; it ran until 1/65. The origin of the Plaxton body is not known.
WEMS, Leyland Cub SKPZ2, EN 7432 (Torque No.65) 
 This was a Cub SKPZ2 8520, Burlingham C26F new 1/38 to Auty, Bury.  It 
passed to Webster, Wigan by 1944, WEMS, Clevedon 10/48, Bleaken, Hawkesbury 
Upton, Gloucs 6/51, Chivers, Midsomer Norton 8/53 to 9/57. Its location in the 
picture is a mystery as there is no record of Gilford EV 2015 with these operators.
 From PSV Circle records, the Gilford was a 168OT 11858 with a Metcalfe 
C30F body, new 7/31 to Hensman, Brentwood no. 9, however it does appear to be in 
the same livery as the Cub.
 

NEW ITEMS

Victoria Coaches, Leyland TD7, EO 7804 (Top of next page)
 This unusual re-bodying of a TD7 is not at all what you would expect to see.  
Note the front mudguards of a design similar to the post-war style.  Does it still have 
the shorter Titan wheelbase?

(John Bennett collection)
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(OS – DS Giles)

Premier Travel, Leyland SKP2, CS 4326
 The Cub looks very sorry for itself.  At a glance it appears to be a bus but 
it has coach seats.  A clue to the location might be the advert for King & Harper, 
Cambridge(?) on the bus behind.  Does anyone recognise the people there or the man 
peering in the nearside cab window? 

(OS – DS Giles)
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East Kent, Leyland TS1, FN 9096
          This is a very smart conversion to a lorry - just look at the tread on the front 
tyres and the nearside rear-view mirror attached to the sidelight for example.  The 
cab could be a survivor from the original body.  What is known about this vehicle?

(OS – JF Parke)Unknown Leyland Cheetah
          There is not a lot to go on with this one with its blacked-out windows, illegible 
registration number and no ownership visible.  However, it does appear to be mobile 
and it has been ‘modernised’.  See the fl ash on the side and the rear-view mirror 
attached to the front mudguard.  Can anyone provide its history?

(John Paine)
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 Old truckies living in the north of New Zealand recently experienced a dose 
of nostalgia, with eight 680s thundering through the hills.  Actually, a mix of 680s, 
690s and TL11s but they still sounded great.
 Of the 90 classic trucks on the tour held from the 7th to the 16th of September, 
twelve were Leylands from throughout New Zealand.  Some participants had taken 
their Leylands to the bottom of the South Island on the 2012 Classic Commercials 
tour and now wanted to visit the northern tip of the North Island. Early spring 
sunshine and showers welcomed  the visitors, some from overseas.  Lex Norton 
and I gave our Super Bison and Constructor a few days off work to join the other 
enthusiasts visiting tractor museums and engaging in the usual Leyland v. Mack v. 
Kenworth banter.
 Mick Whiteside toured in his unusual Homalloy cabbed 1960 Beaver, which 
he had rescued from a paddock 
where it had laid for 20 years.  
According to Mick these cabs 
didn’t rust like the steel cabs 
but were lightly constructed and 
rattled to pieces on rough New 
Zealand roads.  He had to replace 
the wooden inserts between the 
alloy frame and fi breglass panels.  
It is powered by a pre-Powerplus 
O.680 through a 5-speed gearbox 
and 2-speed reduction box to the 
worm drive axle.  The centre- The 1960 Homalloy Beaver
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mounted reduction box has been turned around so that it acts as an overdrive for 
more comfortable touring.
 The classic trucks stuck to the State Highways, which are tar sealed, whereas 
the local stockies, loggers and milk tankers have to tackle the narrow, loose metalled 
country roads which the North is notorious for.  Our Leylands still had to traverse the 
Mangamuka Gorge, 17km of steep hairpin bends with big drop-offs.  The driver of 
the 1965 LAD cabbed Beaver, despite having power steering, reckoned he had “had 
it” after experiencing the Gorge.  Vic Draper’s 1964 LAD Hippo has been repowered 
with a 690 giving it a bit more grunt for towing a low loader with a 1967 6x2 Beaver 
on board.
 Lex’s 1976 Super Bison also has a 690, on all accounts fi tted when new.  It 
is unclear, when the kit sets for these trucks were shipped to New Zealand, whether 
the 500 engine was included and then discarded during assembly or the 690 came in 
the kit.  The Roadranger gearbox was fi tted during assembly.  One of the assembly 
plant mechanics remembers that the bolt holes in the chassis had to be reamed out 
fi rst and that the biggest problem was sorting out the heap of air pipes and stopping 
the air leaks.  The mystery for us is why Leyland seems to have developed the 690 
engine but not promoted it as an option in their trucks.
 Devon and Jeanette Baird turned up in an immaculate 1966 Comet, a very 
well respected model up here.  A 1974 Boxer also made the trip.  The G cabbed 
Leylands struggled to sell in New Zealand, tarnished by people’s experiences with 
similar looking BMCs, even although the Perkins engined models performed well.  
Once Ford and Bedford started selling Japanese sourced (Hino and Isuzu) models 
they dominated the small truck market.
 The only problem on the run was a rattle in Jamie Larn’s 1970 Octopus, 
which turned out to be a broken drive to the injector pump.  A quick trip to Lex’s 
workshop located a replacement part, problem solved.  One of the last Ergomatic 
cabbed Leylands sold was Ian McSporran’s 1979 Super Buffalo.  By the end of 
the 1970s Leyland’s name had been tarnished by the failures of the 500 engine 
and the only way they could sell the last of these models was to fi t a Detroit 671 
straight six linked to a 13 speed Roadranger and Rockwell differentials.

 Another very 
impressive Leyland 
turned up; a Mammoth 
Major.  However, on 
close inspection about the 
only thing Leyland was 
the badge!  Most of the 
Ergo Mammoth Majors I 
remember had million miler 
Leyland diffs. but this truck 
was different.  It must have 
had the Guy/Maudslay hub The 1966 LAD cabbed Comet
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reduction back end - someone may 
know more about the different rear 
axles fi tted to 1970s Leylands.
 At least Alf Williamson’s 
1976 Scammell Crusader had a 
Leyland back end, with a 318bhp 
Detroit 8v71 up front.  The 
engine strapped on the back of 
the Crusader was more interesting  
–  a Leyland 800V8.  Despite an 
appalling reputation, Alf tells me 
they had an 800 in a bonneted 
International and it went well  –  it 
just needed a big radiator up front.

 

Two Constructors represented the T45 cabbed Leylands.  In New Zealand the larger 
T45 models were all badged “Scammell S26”, probably because of the popularity 
of the Crusader.  My Constructor is a classic rural operator’s truck with hoist 
and removable stock 
crate able to cart wool, 
hay, lime, fertiliser and 
stock; today’s rigs tend 
to be specialised units.  
However, they still face 
northern New Zealand’s 
shocking roads.  We were 
lucky all the Long Lap 
classic trucks could enjoy 
the experience as the 
main highways were all 
closed the month before 
by fl oods and washouts.

Ian McSporran’s 1979 Super Buffalo

Left, Leyland badged Mammoth Major.  Right, Leyland 800 V8 engine

A Beaver with trailing third axle
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 In the previous chapter we looked at the magnifi cent 40hp Leyland Eight, re-
created by David Haywood as the Leyland-Thomas racing car, using many original 
parts from the Parry Thomas Leyland cars.  It is very good that David has produced 
this excellent example of the car that in 1924 became the fastest car in the World, 
breaking the World’s Land Speed Record – it was a Leyland !
 We also published some notes made by the late Bill Boddy at an interview 
which he had in 1960 with Mr J Wrenn, a man who knew Parry Thomas and was 
involved with the racing at Brooklands and later worked for Thomson & Taylor.  
Since the last issue much more information has come to light; two fascinating period 
reports, together with more photographs and, following signifi cant further research 
by your editor including Leyland Board minutes, we now have enough material on 
this subject for three more issues of Leyland Torque.
 The fi rst comes in the form of a proposed article written by Lawrence Sawers 
which was never published.  He has carefully studied these cars and with his kind 
permission it is recorded here, together with many more pictures which David Haywood 
has generously made available to us from his extensive collection (with several of 
these pictures the original photographer/copyright holder is not stated and is therefore 
unknown so, until we know otherwise, these are credited to David’s collection).  In 
the next issue we will look at the rest of the Leyland Eights, the non-racing cars, in 
an attempt to trace records of all of the 18 cars built and after that, we’ll examine the 
Leyland 30 cwt goods and bus chassis which had ‘half a Leyland Eight’ engine.
 Before going any further, we need to add a few more details which Nick 
Georgano has kindly sent, correcting and adding to those areas of the Boddy/Wrenn 
report where it proved diffi cult to read Bill Boddy’s handwriting.  On page 21 of 

Torque No.65, Wexham Gardens is probably 
Lexham Gardens, a district of South Kensington 
where there are Mews garages, and the Fiat on 
page 23 is likely to be Balilla, Fiat’s small sports 
car of the 1930s. 

Leyland-Thomas No.1, the 
record-breaking car, with its 
streamlined body by Bligh Bros, 
Canterbury. 

(D Haywood collection)
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NOTES ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE LEYLAND-THOMAS
By Lawrence Sawers

 Brooklands race track played a major part in my life when I was a small 
boy growing up in the 1930s.  My father had raced there for a season in 1921.  He 
remained a member of the Club and took us to most of the BARC race meetings and, 
very occasionally, on a non-racing day when no interfering offi cials were looking, 
he would drive us round the track to our great delight.  Among his collection of 
photographs from the 1920s I remember some taken by my Uncle Tom at the 
Midsummer Meeting in 1923 of the two Leyland Eights of Parry Thomas and Capt. 
Howey, returning to the Paddock after coming fi rst and second in the fastest race 
ever run at Brooklands up to that time.  This was only about 15 months after Parry 
Thomas fi rst arrived at the track with a standard Leyland Eight two seater and the 
reluctant agreement of the Directors of Leyland to his running in a race, though they 
authorised racing only in full touring trim.  It seems that they thought a few laps at 
around 90mph might provide some good publicity.  His subsequent development of 
the car into a pure racing vehicle made it one of the most successful ever to appear 
at the track, taking in its time the Brooklands lap record.
 In 1922 Parry Thomas had been the Chief Engineer of Leyland Motors 
for fi ve years.  He had designed a lightweight 350bhp aero-engine which was 
abandoned by the Air Ministry at the end of the 1914/18 war.  In 1917 he had also 
been given by Leyland the task of producing a ‘perfect car’ regardless of cost and the 
chassis he produced, the Leyland Eight, was a brilliant design, far in advance of the 
contemporary Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost and rivalling it in quality.  Unfortunately, it 
was extremely expensive to build and it was never given the detailed development 
needed to achieve adequate reliability.  In the 1922 slump the company also got into 
fi nancial diffi culties and there was pressure from the shareholders to concentrate on 
the company’s usual profi table activity of making and selling lorries and buses.  The 
Directors were therefore not devoting much further effort to promotion of the car, but 
Parry Thomas clearly remained 
on good terms with them.  
Certainly they proved remarkably 
helpful in providing Thomas 
with extra chassis and spares 
when he established himself at 
Brooklands.  When he became so 
much absorbed in the racing scene 
that he was reluctant to return to 
Leyland, they did understandably 
say that he could not remain as 
their Chief Engineer, but they kept 
him on the payroll until the end of 
1923.

The polished Sports chassis demonstrated at the 1921 
Show probably became Parry Thomas’s TB 9205.   
       (BCVMT  L001390)
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          If he had not been aware 
of the fact beforehand, 
Parry Thomas must have 
realised on his arrival 
that it would be contrary 
to Brooklands custom 
to run a car merely as a 
demonstration, in touring 
trim, and he stripped 
the Leyland, TB 9205, 
of mudguards, running 
boards, lights, windscreen 
and hood before his fi rst 
appearance at the track.  
This was a disappointment 

as the clutch packed up on the starting line.  His racing career began to take off at 
the meeting on 21st May, when he came third in his fi rst race.  Press reports indicate 
that the suspension seemed too soft and produced a curious rear-wheel bounce.  By 
the time of the next meeting on 6th June, Parry Thomas had removed the torsion 
bar element of the rear suspension and fi tted pairs of large Hartford shock absorbers 
at each corner of the car, gaining a substantial improvement in track holding.  He 
was rewarded by his fi rst win, in a short handicap race, at 94.25 mph and three 
second places in other races, with a best lap at 104.85mph.  Ten days later, formally 
nominated by Henry Spurrier Senior, a Director of Leyland, he took records for 
Class G, over distances from ½ mile to 10 miles, at 112.5 to 105.62 mph.
          Parry Thomas’ next move was to replace the relatively heavy touring 

2-seater body with a narrow, 
lightweight racing 2-seater 
having a conical pointed 
tail.  The front of the bonnet 
was given a blunt, semi-
streamlined nose behind the 
tall Leyland radiator.  In this 
form, the car won another four 
races at speeds of between 
101 and 104 mph and gained 
three second and two third 
places, with a best lap at 
115.82 mph, and it raised the 
Class G records for ½ mile to 
10 miles to 119.05 to 114.72 
mph all before the end of 
1922.  Houdaille hydraulic 

TB 9205 when nearly new around April 1922, on the 
weighbridge at North Works, Leyland, with Parry Thomas in 
the trilby talking to interested Leyland workers.                                  

(Mike Sutcliffe collection)

Stripped for racing, TB 9205 stands in ‘The ‘Pits’ 
at Brooklands, a term going back to the early days of 
motor racing when each entrant had a real pit dug in 
the ground so the mechanics could work underneath the 
car.  They still exist today.          (D Haywood collection)
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shock absorbers gave a further 
improvement in track holding 
at the end of the season.
 At the beginning of 
the 1922 season, the Leyland 
engine appears to have been 
in standard tune, developing 
110bhp at 2200 rpm and a 
maximum of 145bhp at 2800 
rpm.  Bore and stroke were 89 
x 146mm, giving a capacity of 
7266cc.  It had an advanced 
cylinder head design with 
hemispherical combustion 
chambers and a single, 
centrally located, overhead camshaft operating valves inclined at 70 degrees through 
rockers.  The sparking plugs were placed horizontally, close to the inlet valves, 
entering at an angle from the off-side of the head.  To keep the engine quiet in the 
luxurious touring cars for which is was designed, the inlet and exhaust passages turned 
through 145 degrees in the head and were continued as vertical tubular passages cast 
integrally with the cylinder block.  Near the bottom of the block, these passages ran 
into respective horizontal exhaust and inlet galleries, thus forming internal exhaust and 
inlet manifolds, which were enclosed within the water jacket of the block.  The water 
jacket was closed off by plates extending the full height of the block.  The exhaust 
gallery fed into a single central outlet from the block and thence through a bolted-on 
casting to the exhaust pipe.  The inlet gallery was fed through a central passage passing 
transversely through the sump, from an annular casting surrounding the exhaust casting 
and carrying the carburettor, usually a Zenith.  Both the exhaust pipe and carburettor 
were thus disposed at a low 
level and the engine was given 
an elegantly simple external 
form.  In a modifi cation, an 
external cast inlet manifold 
carrying a second carburettor 
was bolted to the block low 
down on the off-side so as to 
communicate with the inlet 
gallery.  The engine then had 
two carburettors, one on each 
side.  The driver was provided 
with a lever by which he could 
bring the second carburettor 
into action.  

Now with its pointed tail, TB 9205 has been fi tted with 
twin rear wheels for a high speed endurance trial.  

(D Haywood collection)

In October 1922, Leyland Motors recorded the trophies 
won by the Leyland Eight at Brooklands.   

(BCVMT  L001833)
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 The power losses in the labyrinthine 
passages in the block must have been 
considerable, and Parry Thomas soon 
turned his attention to this problem.  The 
internal exhaust and inlet manifolds were 
deleted.  Upper side walls were added to 
the block, extending about 3 inches down 
from its rim and the side water jacket 
plates were correspondingly reduced in 
height.  Each of the side walls was formed 
with eight apertures corresponding to the 
eight adjacent valves.  Each aperture only 

required a simple right-angle elbow on its inner side to connect it to the opening in 
the top surface of the block which corresponded to the valve passage in the head.  An 
eight branch exhaust manifold was bolted to the near side wall of the block and led 
to an outside exhaust pipe.  On the off-side, four two-branch inlet manifolds, cast in 
aluminium alloy, were bolted to the side wall of the block, each carrying a separate 
Claudel-Hobson carburettor.
 For the 1923 season, Parry Thomas built up a sister car for Capt. JEP Howey, 
which fi rst appeared at the track on 2nd April and had its fi rst win on 21st May at 
98.25 mph.  Thomas’ own car re-appeared later and secured wins at speeds from 
100.5 to 115.25 mph.  On 20th June he put his Class G records up to 124.65 to 116.25 
mph.  A photograph of Parry Thomas and Capt. Howey with one of the Leylands in 
August 1923 clearly shows the four inlet manifolds described above and a number 
of other photos from 1923 show the outside exhaust and eight-branch manifold.
 Parry Thomas re-designed his car thoroughly for the 1924 season and re-
named it as the Leyland-Thomas.  The most obvious change was that the car was 
substantially lowered by replacing the tall Leyland radiator with a much lower 
and wider one, concealed behind a sloping cowl, and the rest of the body was 
correspondingly lower, terminating in a long tapering tail.  Thomas claimed that 
wind resistance was reduced by over 40%.  The Claudel-Hobson carburettors were 
replaced by Zeniths.  Hugh Tours, in his biography of Parry Thomas, says that the 
crankshaft was re-designed to enable the compression ratio to be raised from 7.0 to 
7.5 to 1, the exhaust and inlet ports were revised and the camshaft altered so that the 
engine now developed 200 bhp at 2800 rpm.  Parry Thomas was reluctant to disclose 
details of his improvements and the nature of the changes to the exhaust and inlet 
ports was not disclosed.  The photograph in the heading to Parry Thomas’ own article 
in the ‘The Motor’ of 7th October 1924, page 424, certainly shows a Leyland-Thomas 
engine but the cylinder head has been removed.  The eight-branch exhaust manifold 
can be seen to be secured to the side wall of the block immediately below the head 
joint.  It seems possible that the exhaust ports were disposed higher up than on the 
1923 cars.  Photographs of the exteriors show the Leyland-Thomas exhaust was a 
little higher, judging by the level of the exhausts in relation to the cars’ wheels.

Parry Thomas’s workshop at Brooklands.
(D Haywood collection)
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 The change in the inlet ports may have been more radical.  The only photographs 
we have which show a Leyland-Thomas with the cylinder head exposed are one of 
Leyland-Thomas No.1 after Harry Munday’s engine disintegration at Brooklands 
in 1936 and one of Leyland-Thomas No.2 taken by James Brymer at the Brighton 
Speed Trials on 2nd July 1938.  The fi rst of these is rather fuzzy, but the cylinder 
head seems to be outwardly standard, the four two-branch inlet manifolds being 
similar to those of the 1923 
racing cars.  In the Brighton 
photo one can see that the 
two-branch manifolds of the 
1923 cars have been replaced 
by four large-diameter 
inlet pipes secured direct to 
inlet ports in the side of the 
cylinder head above the level 
of the sparking plugs.  This 
means that pairs of S-shaped 
inlet passages must have 
been formed in the head, 
extending from the inlet ports 
to the valve throats.  The four 

Capt. Howey’s car makes an impressive sight with its large Leyland radiator.  The Lioness 
radiator was developed from this.                  (D Haywood collection)

With its registration plate fi xed for road use, the rebuilt 
Leyland-Thomas No.1 tackles a hill climb in Boulogne.  

(Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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Zenith carburettors must have been attached to the lower ends of the inlet pipes.  It 
is not clear which arrangement Parry Thomas used on Leyland-Thomas No.1.  If 
he originally used a modifi ed head as shown in the 1938 photo, it must have been 
replaced by an outwardly standard head before 1936, probably when Thomson & 
Taylor de-tuned the car for road use around 1930.  On the other hand, it is possible 
that the head shown in the 1938 photo may have been modifi ed by some other hand 
between 1925 and 1938.
          The Leyland-Thomas in Parry Thomas’ hands was extremely successful at 
Brooklands.  In its fi rst season, in 1924, it took six wins and six places in races at 
speeds from 115 to 120 mph and put the lap record up to 128.36 mph.  It also took 
many Class G records at speeds up to 134.33 mph.  In August 1924 it took part in 
the hill climb at the 1924 Boulogne Motor Meeting and Thomas made the fastest 

climb in a car, being beaten by 
just 1/5th second by a chap on 
a motorcycle. 
       Thomas ran a Leyland 
Eight and a Thomas Special 
at the Essex MC meeting 
at Kop Hill, near Princess 
Risborough, in March 1924, 
although a photograph exists 
of a Leyland-Thomas at 
Kop running on trade plates 
possibly a demonstration 
run as it had no competition 
number.  Possibly this was 
Howey’s car as it appears to 
have a smaller cowl opening 
and no ram pipe at the front.
     In 1925, the Howey car 
appeared, with a similar body 
and described as Leyland-
Thomas No.2.  Parry Thomas 
recorded a lap at 125.14 mph 
in it but it was never quite as 
fast as his own car, Leyland-
Thomas No.1, in which he 
continued to win races at 
speeds from 118 to 123 m.p.h. 
and put the lap record up to 
129.36 mph.  
 Unfortunately he crashed the 
car heavily in practice for the 

Yet another hill climb, at Kop Hill, still on its Michelin 
disc wheels. Could this be Howey’s car?   

(David Haywood  collection)

Howey’s Leyland, now rebuilt with Bligh Bros 
streamlined body and with wire wheels, named Leyland-
Thomas No.2.                             (D Haywood collection)
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Boulogne speed trials in August 1925.  The rear axle was wrecked and the propeller 
shaft forced forwards so as to dislodge the crankshaft and break the main bearing 
housings.  The body closed up around the cockpit and Parry Thomas was lucky 
to escape with no more than 
severe bruising.  The rebuild 
kept the car out of action until 
April 1926.
 During the winter of 
1925-6 Leyland-Thomas No.2 
had its bore increased from 
89 to 95mm and the stroke 
reduced from 146 to 140mm 
giving a capacity of 8468cc, 
but Howey did not use it much 
and understandably gave up 
racing after his younger brother 
was killed at the Boulogne 
speed trials in August 1926.  

After a record-breaking run, Parry Thomas smiles (unusually!) in his Leyland-Thomas No.1, 
now also on wire wheels.  Note that JGPT appears to have initialled this photograph.   

(D Haywood collection)

Parry Thomas was lucky to escape just with bruises after 
he tried to select reverse gear in error when travelling at 
100 mph in Boulogne!               (D Haywood collection)
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At the end of the year he sent 
the car to the coachbuilders, 
Bligh Bros, Canterbury, to 
have a fabric coupe body fi tted 
for road use. 
       Meanwhile, Parry Thomas 
brought the rebuilt Leyland-
Thomas No. 1 up to scratch and 
scored wins at race speeds of 
117 to 121 mph with a fastest 
lap at 127.70 mph, very nearly 
as fast as before the crash.
       Unhappily, Parry Thomas 
was killed on 3rd March 1927 
when making an attempt on 
the World’s Speed Record at 
Pendine Sands in the Liberty 
engined special ‘Babs’.
 Leyland-Thomas No.1 was 
bought by Mr and Mrs WB 
Scott, for whom John Cobb 
drove the car in three races at 
Brooklands in 1927, at similar 
speeds to Parry Thomas, and 
won one of them.  After this 
the car was retired until it re-
appeared in 1931 with a large 
touring body by Vanden Plas; 
Thomson & Taylor advertised 
it for sale in this form as 

Howey’s Leyland Eight, now rebuilt as a road-going car 
and given a fabric covered sports coupe body by Bligh 
Bros, then being registered FN 8266.  

(Mike Sutcliffe collection)

A photograph possibly not seen before – this is ‘Babs’, 
the 27 litre Liberty engined ‘Higham Special’ bought by 
Parry Thomas after the death of Count Louis Zborowski 
(of ‘Chitty Bang Bang’ fame).  Thomas initially fi tted a 
Leyland Eight radiator (narrow type, from one of the 
original three cars, presumably TB 4956?) at a very odd 
angle, also an Eight steering box and front axle.   

(D Haywood collection)

Left, Leyland-Thomas No.1 after re-bodying by Vanden Plas, and right, with the tail extended 
and now showing its massive proportions when compared with an Austin Seven Special.  

(Mike Sutcliffe & David Haywood collections)
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having a maximum speed of 
110 mph which suggests that 
the engine had been de-tuned.  
It was bought by EL Bouts 
who raced it unsuccessfully in 
1933, his best lap speed being 
about 114 mph.
 Harry Munday then 
acquired it, fi tted it with a 
long tail and raced it with 
more success in 1934, lapping 
at 119 mph.  He had trouble 
with it in 1935 and for the 
1936 season he raised the 
compression ratio in an 
attempt to make it go as fast 
as it had done in the 1920s.  
At the Whitsun meeting, he 
lapped at 126.73 mph, but the 
engine disintegrated and the 
broken crankshaft came out 
through the sump.  The car 
never ran again, and it was 
further damaged by a bomb 
during the war, but it seems 
that the chassis and some parts 
were acquired after the war by 
Dick and John Marshall who 
ran a garage at Shepperton 
in Middlesex.  The chassis 
later went from them to the 
Leyland works in the 1950s, 
but has since disappeared, 
presumed scrapped.
 Leyland-Thomas No.2 
was rescued by Dudley Froy 
who removed the fabric coupe 
body and fi tted the racing body 
from Leyland-Thomas No.1.  
He raced it in 1930 and 1931 with some success, lapping at up to 123mph.   In 1932 
it was bought by Tom and Elsie Wisdom, who raced it occasionally at similar speeds, 
Elsie breaking the Ladies’ lap record at 121.47 mph.  They sold the car in 1934 and 
its only appearance after that seems to have been at the Brighton Speed Trials in 

Munday’s rebuild of the Leyland-Thomas, seen after the 
engine disintegrated and caught fi re in 1936.  

(D Haywood collection)

Mrs Wisdom at the wheel of Leyland-Thomas No.2, fi tted 
with the body from L-T No.1.       (D Haywood collection)

Seen at the Brighton Speed Trials in July 1938.   
(J Brymer - D Haywood collection)
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1938, when it was 
owned by a Mr 
Postlewaite.  It did 
not fi gure in the 
results reported in 
‘The Autocar’ or 
‘The Motor’ and 
was later reported 
as being scrapped 
in a yard near 
Eastbourne.
    In 1927, Thom-
son & Taylor were 

commissioned to build a road car from Parry Thomas’ Leyland spares for the Hon. 
David Tennant (this was possibly the third Leyland Eight which Parry Thomas was prepa-
ring to race – Ed.)  The car, registered UU40 in May 1929, is the sole surviving com-
plete Leyland Eight and is now in the British Motor Industry Heritage Trust museum 
at Gaydon.  It is of particular interest because the engine embodies many of Parry 
Thomas’ racing modifi cations, in particular the cylinder block with upper side walls 
having the eight inlet and eight exhaust ports formed in them.  The four two-branch 
inlet manifolds carry four Zenith carburettors.  The exhaust ports are connected to a 
low-mounted silencer by fl exible pipes.
 This car was bought by Sir Lionel Phillips who ran it at the MCC Members’ 
days at Brooklands in 1937 and 1938.  In the One-hour Speed Trial for fully-equipped 
sports cars in 1938, he averaged 106.71mph, which compares quite well with Parry 
Thomas’ record for the hour in the racing Leyland-Thomas No.1 in 1926 of 121.74 
mph.  The car was owned in the late 1940s by Dick and John Marshall of the Shepperton 
garage, who ran it in a number of events with some success.  It was then bought by 

Sir Henry Spurrier of 
Leyland Motors, who 
had it rebuilt by Leyland 
apprentices.  They noted 
the cylinder dimensions 
as 89 x 140mm, giving      
a capacity of 6920 cc, 
and the power output as 
200 bhp at 2800 rpm, 
the same as claimed for 
the Leyland-Thomas 
No.1 in its heyday.  It is 
notable that both UU40 
and Leyland Thomas 
No.2 had the reduced 

UU 40 in its original livery of black, taking part in speed trials. 
(D Haywood collection)

UU 40 still competing in events in January 1947, some 25 years 
since the original car was built!          (D Haywood collection)
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stroke of 140mm, which was used in the fi rst prototype Leyland Eight, but increased 
to 146mm in the production cars.
 As a footnote – Sometime in the mid-1950s, Tim Ely was visiting Tom Yates, 
who ran the body shop at Marshall’s Garage, when he noticed the rusting remains of 
a large chassis having a round clamp holding a multi-leaf quarter-elliptic rear spring.  
In the store were a big 8-branch exhaust manifold and a Brooklands silencer.  On 
enquiring what car that might have come from, Tom told him that it and the chassis 
belonged to ‘a straight-8 Leyland’ which had been burnt out at Brooklands before 
the war.  This can only have been Leyland-Thomas No.1, and the Marshalls must 
have bought the remains from Harry Munday’s yard in London.  Tom was keeping 
the manifold in case it might prove useful as a source of large-diameter tubing, but 
he said that if Tim would like it he was welcome to take it.  Tim did take it and 
preserve it and on looking at UU40, we can see that it would bolt on to that car’s 
cylinder block.  The car’s body is too wide to enable the manifold to connect to an 
outside exhaust, but a narrow racing body would certainly accept it.
          David Haywood has been building up a recreation of a Leyland-Thomas on 
the basis of a part-reconstructed Leyland short chassis with an original engine and 
rear axle and a new racing body.  Tim Ely has passed the 8-branch exhaust manifold 
on to David whose Leyland Eight engine has been modifi ed to take this manifold.  
The fl anges on the exhaust manifold are slightly angled so that it fi ts correctly on to 
the cylinder head instead of the block, the branches then being truly horizontal.  This 
indicates that in the last form of the Leyland-Thomas No.1 the exhaust ports were 
formed directly through the head.  No other evidence for this has yet been found 
apart from the higher level of the exhaust manifold.

David Haywood’s car, seen this summer outside the Brooklands Clubhouse.  (D Haywood)
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PUTCO and POTS  –  from John Shearman
 Following on from John Fallon’s excellent article in the Torque No.64, 
despite the impression given by the name PUTCO (Public Utility Transport 
Corporation Ltd.), it was not a state-owned operation but a private sector company 
(its origins being with Italian immigrants to South Africa).  Without my now 
delving deep into my archives I cannot recall when it was formed but it came into 
prominence soon after WW2.  By the 1970s it was a huge organisation / company.  
Again without my now checking it had well over a thousand buses at any one time.
          PUTCO’s role was almost entirely providing bus services to black townships and thus 
it carried only non-white passengers.  I use the word almost as it had a small subsidiary 
named “PUTCO Operating & Technical Services Ltd.” (known as POTS) which 
provided just a handful of European services with about a couple of dozen buses/coaches.
 PUTCO was based in Wynberg near Johannesburg, hence the TJ reg.nos. 
of most of its buses (TJ = Transvaal Johannesburg).  However, it had several other 
operating bases/companies in Transvaal, hence some buses had Tx or Txx reg.nos. 
(including TDL which John Fallon’s photos show).  PUTCO also had an operation in 
Natal around Durban; those buses had ND reg.nos.  (ND = Natal Durban).  Although 
this too was pretty large it was on nothing like the massive scale of the Transvaal 
operations.  (In the Durban area many of the non-white bus services were run by 
Indian owned independents using a huge and fascinating variety of British bus 
chassis, latterly the Leyland OPS4/5 being much favoured.)  Regarding PUTCO’s 
buses, the fl eet was almost entirely Leyland and AEC, although in the years after 
WW2 there were many Guys.  PUTCO’s livery was green; POTS’s livery was grey.

Liverpool Leyland-Metz, KF 6683  –  from Michael Williams
 It was with 
some pleasure that 
I read of the “Re-
turn of the Prodi-
gal”, by Simon 
Ryan in the Torque 
No.65.  Simon re-
ferred to the return 
of the Liverpool 
Fire Brigade 1931 
Metz turntable lad-
der, KF6683, from 
its previous home 
in Germany, to 
Liverpool.  This 
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Metz is one of the few examples of the 85ft wooden turntable ladder, still in exist-
ence in the UK.  Well done to those involved in its recovery.  Merseyside Fire and 
Rescue service have built up an enviable collection of machines and equipment at its 
museum in Bridle Road, Bootle, and to anyone with even a mere hint of fi re service 
history, I would recommend a visit.  Please fi nd attached a picture of the appliance 
in its Liverpool days, from my collection.
MT Co. and Windovers – from Nick Georgano
 Just a few comments on your excellent Journal No.16.  It is mentioned that 
the MT Company acquired Manton Motors of Croydon in 1953.  There is a transport 
connection here, as Manton Motors made a few lorries under their own name, or as 
MTN, and were then reformed under the name Waggon Rutland Ltd at a different 
address in Croydon, where Rutland lorries (and a few buses) were made up to 1956.  
There is an entry on Rutland in Nick Baldwin’s A-Z of Classic Commercials in the 
November 2014 issue of Classic & Vintage Commercials magazine.
  In the article on Windovers on page 31, it says that they moved from 
Huntingdon to Long Acre in north-west London.  In fact Long Acre is in central 
London, close to Covent Garden.  Possibly Windovers had a showroom there, but 
the works were at Colindale in north west London.  Nick Walker, in his book, A-Z of 
British Coachbuilders, says the move took place in 1924.

SALES  &  WANTS
Wheels,  8-stud  20 inch diameter  -  for 7.50 x 20 tyres, to suit a Leyland 
Cub.   Please contact Seb Marshall at Historic Vehicle Restoration    
http://www.historicvehiclerestoration.com    email   sebmarshall@hotmail.co.uk

Leyland Cub KPZ4, HL 9261  -  New to West Riding Auotomobile Co. in 
1939.   Does any reader have a photograph of this Leyland Cub with West Riding 
please?   Contact Mike Sutcliffe on sutcliffes@leylandman.co.uk

COVER PICTURES
Front Cover                    
          Registration RD suggests a reconditioned military Leyland Hippo Mk2A with 
Allied UK/USA markings, possibly photographed as late as 1953/54 (Korean War?).   
Can anyone add more information to this please?                         (BCVMT  L048521)
Back Cover   
           The rear end of the ‘Bailey’ metal framed Leyland double decker is demonstrated 
well on this Titan PD2/1 of Stockport Corporation, with the post-WW2 ‘S’ shaped 
drip moulding above the rear emergency exit.  This is no.292, EDB 546, new in 
1951, quite a late example of this style of body.  It had chassis 510287, line no.2966, 
Sales Order CMO 26550/384 (6th of 24) and Engine 600/79.   

(Leyland Society Archive)

Leyland Torque 66.indd   Sec1:47Leyland Torque 66.indd   Sec1:47 6/12/14   09:12:046/12/14   09:12:04



48 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 66    Winter 2014

 Opinions and views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
Society, its offi cers nor the Editor. The Editor would be pleased if members could bring to his 
attention any errors. Every effort is made to give due credit for all photographs and material 
used. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, then the Editor must be informed 
to enable acknowledgement to be made. Under the Data Protection Act 1984, the Society 
gives notice that membership records, Leyland Vehicle Register details and Leyland Torque 
dispatch information are held on a data base. The Society undertakes that this information is 
not divulged to any outside agency or individual.
 This issue of Leyland Torque has been produced by Mike Sutcliffe, with proof reading 
by John Bennett, Gordon Brooke and Michael Crooks. It was printed by AB Print Group, Leeds. 
Distribution by RnB Mailing, Leeds. Items for inclusion in the Spring 2015 issue should be 
sent to the Editor by 20th January 2015, please.

 This Leyland TD1 with open staircase ‘Titan’ body was photographed being 
loaded onto a ship at Liverpool Docks on 22ndAugust 1929.  The destination was 
Leyland’s Sydney Depot in Australia and it must have taken several weeks to get 
there.  One wonders just how pristine the paintwork would have been by the time it 
arrived?   Can any reader tell us which one it is and whose fl eet it ended up in?    Are 
there any pictures of it in Australia?         (BCVMT  L006630)  

A TITAN GOES TO SEA
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Leyland Fleet Series
Books recording the operators and fleets of important Leyland customers
• Wigan Corporation £7.95
• Southport Corporation £7.95
• Leigh Corporation £8.95
• Leyland Fire Engines 1930-1942 £8.95
• Buses of Burnley, Colne & Nelson £8.95
• Plymouth City Corporation £8.95
• The History of Halton Borough Transport £8.95
• Ribble Double Deck Coaches £8.95
• Edinburgh Corporation & Lothian £9.95
• The Leyland Lion (Origins to 1929) £14.95       Prices including P&P

Leyland Torque and Journal
All back numbers of Torque and Journal are 
available
• £6.00 for Torque
• £8.00 for Journal
(With special deals for larger quantities)

Binders are also available which hold 8 issues
• £8.00 for Torque
• £9.00 for Journal
Prices inc P&P 

Society Clothing
Placket Sweatshirt
Available in Navy Blue, and Burgundy
Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL
£25.84 inc P&P                                     
Polo Shirts, Body Warmers and High Visibility 
Waistcoasts are also available, more details 
can be obtained at www.leylandsociety.co.uk

Rally Mementos
Available for most Leyland Gatherings see 
website or brochure for other Badges available.
The Badges shown here are from the 2011, 
2012, 2013 and 2014 Rallies. 
Price £7.00 each including P&P

See our website for special offers - www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Please send your order to the address below

All prices include P&P for UK orders only
Payments should be made to “The Leyland Society”

The Leyland Society, 40 Bodiam Drive, Toothill, Swindon, Wilts  SN5 8BE

Baseball Cap £11.99
inc P&P

SOCIETY SALES

Leyland Torque 66.indd   Sec1:49Leyland Torque 66.indd   Sec1:49 6/12/14   09:12:056/12/14   09:12:05



 www.leylandsociety.co.uk
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