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 You will have received this issue of Leyland Torque slightly later than usual 
due to the late production of the Society’s Journal, following the untimely death 
of our former Chairman, Neil Steele.  Neil was to have written the third and fi nal 
instalment of the history of the Leyland Cub and I had planned to start a detailed 
history of the Development of the Leyland X-type, which evolved into the famous 
Leyland RAF type.  This meant that I had to start from scratch to generate material 
for a major part of the Journal, hence the inclusion of the fi rst part of the Todmorden 
history.  This was already partly drafted and, with much further research, it has 
enabled a series of articles which will now last for a number of issues of the Journal.   
A bonus to members is that this year’s Journal has 56 pages instead of the usual 48.  
The X-type and RAF type article will therefore have to wait for the time being and 
hopefully they will re-surface in the not too distant future.  If any reader would like 
to contribute an article or has suggestions as to what they would like to see covered, 
please let me know as we have already started to consider the content for 2015.
 A further delay to the Journal was caused by a technical problem in that three 
photographs in the Atlantean article came out very light, due to embedded colour in 
scans that were thought to be black and white.  This did not show up on the printer’s 
proofs, so we apologise for this.  I asked for a reprint, but then the distributor sent 
them all out forgetting that they were on hold!  It is very frustrating when things like 
this happen and spoil our very hard work to ensure a perfect magazine!  As you will 
know, we try to bring you the highest quality at all times, both in terms of content 
and presentation.
 We have been very fortunate in obtaining permission to use an article written 
by Bob Fryars on Leyland engine development and it is hoped that this will lead to 
further communication and articles on this subject, which is a very grey area in terms 
of enthusiasts’ knowledge.
 With this issue of Torque is a questionnaire form.  Please take a few minutes 
to complete this and return it to me at the address above and 
opposite – thank you.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
 Please note that this is the last magazine that you will receive if you have 
not renewed your membership for 2014/15.  A reminder will be enclosed with this 
issue of Torque so, if you have not already done so, please complete the form (and 
the Gift Aid section) and return it to John Howie by return – Thank you.   (Please 
note that, as from last year, we no longer issue membership cards as they served 
very little purpose and cost a lot of time and money)

LEYLAND SOCIETY AGM  (16th Nov, 2014)
 This year’s AGM is to be held at a new venue, not far from the old one, as the 
Coventry Motor Museum is undergoing another refurbishment.  This year we will be 
at the Herbert Art Gallery & Museum, Jordan Well, Coventry, CV1 5QP, a short 
distance from the Motor Museum, so please put the date in your diary and check the 
location.   Please come and join us, particularly if you have not been to an AGM 
before, they are friendly gatherings and you will be most welcome.  It would be good 
to see some additional new faces this year, in addition to our regulars who appear 
virtually every year; we very much appreciate your support.  Light refreshments 
(cup of tea/coffee/biscuits) will be served “on the house”.   We hope to have a short 
talk or fi lm show to follow the AGM and arrangements are being made.

LEYLAND SOCIETY JOURNAL
 We have great diffi culty in maintaining a proper balance between bus and 
lorry articles and urgently need more lorry articles and material to fi ll this gap.  Can 
you help please?  You would receive a great deal of support, technical information, 
Sales Brochures, Specifi cation Sheets, Data Sheets, Archive material etc. – please 
give this your serious consideration and contact the Editor.

MICHAEL BANFIELD SALE

  
 The 1917 Leyland 

U.55hp Fire Engine, 
very complete but 
a real challenge.  
(All photos by Mike 
Sutcliffe)
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 You will by 
now have seen many 
reports on the auction 
held at Iden Grange on 
13-15th June.  My wife, 
Pat and I attended for 
the three days and 
I have to say that it 
was one of the best 
events we’ve ever 
been to, despite the 
sad circumstances.  
The weather was 
brilliant and there 
was a “garden party” 
atmosphere for the 
whole event.  It was 
good to see so many people that we’ve not seen for years, also nice to have a good 
poke around and see so many of those goodies that Michael kept mainly to himself 
for all that time!
 Many of the items sold attracted high prices.  There were three Leylands in 
the sale – the ex-Jersey MT, Titan TD2, which went to Ensign, a lovely little 1914 
Subsidy Class B 30cwt (I was outbid!) which went to fi lm director Peter Jackson in 
New Zealand (along with many other early lorries), and the 1917 ex-London CC, 
U.55hp Fire Engine, in desperate need of love and attention, to Mike Hebbard.
 I purchased the virtually complete runs (with adverts) of bound volumes of 
Commercial Motor 
(1904-71) and Motor 
Traction/Transport 
(1907-55) and I am 
happy to make these 
available for research 
by any Society member 
by prior arrangement.  
With these came loose 
issues of CM covering 
40 years (1972-2012) 
and I would be happy 
to give these f.o.c. 
to any member who 
would like to have 
them.  MAS (01525 
221676)

Magnifi cent!  Let us hope that the JMT livery is maintained by 
its new owner. 

The only surviving Class B Subsidy Leyland.  With attention 
to its rebuilt cab this could be made into a very attractive little 
lorry. 
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Leyland Produces a New Milestone
 Leyland Trucks has produced the 125,000th DAF LF at its state-of-the-art 
factory in Leyland, Lancashire.  The vehicle was offi cially handed over by Ron 
Augustyn, Managing Director of Leyland Trucks and Ray Ashworth, Managing 
Director of DAF Trucks Ltd, to Calor Gas representatives David Brown, Fleet Asset 
Manager and Iain Carr, Operations Manager, at a ceremony held on 1st July.
          This signifi cant 

p r o d u c t i o n 
milestone adds to a 
legendary heritage 
of truck production 
and engineering 
excellence in Leyland 
dating back to 1896.  
Today, the award-
winning Leyland 
Trucks factory covers 
60,000 m², employs 
over 900 people and 
includes the 16,720 
m², “24/7” PACCAR 

Parts Distribution Centre with 65,000 parts, processing around 5,000 orders a day.
Since 1998 when it became part of PACCAR Inc, the leading global truck group, 
Leyland Trucks has seen substantial investment and growth to become the worldwide 
centre for development and manufacture of light and medium-sized trucks for the 
group, with a team of 90 design engineers developing innovative, cost effective and 
environmentally effi cient solutions for today’s truck operators.
 The lightweight LF, DAF’s most compact model and the UK’s market leader 
in the 7.5 to 18 tonnes sector, has been produced by Leyland Trucks since 2001, for 
both the UK market and countries across the world, including in Europe, Taiwan, 
Israel, Russia, Australia and North and South America. 
 More recently Leyland Trucks started production of the all-new DAF LF 
range with economical, effi cient four and six-cylinder PACCAR PX engines.  These 
comply with the latest Euro 6 emissions standard and have an attractive new exterior 
design in line with the DAF CF and XF models.  It also has a completely new, 
high quality interior and dashboard that creates a great working environment for 
the driver and its new chassis is completely fl at with a new electrical installation to 
maximise its versatility for bodybuilders to tailor to any application.
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 At the handover ceremony, Ron Augustyn, MD of Leyland Trucks, said: “We 
are really proud of this production milestone, the effi ciency of our factory and the 
commitment of all our staff who have made Leyland Trucks one of Britain’s most 
successful manufacturers.”  His sentiments were echoed by Ray Ashworth, MD of 
DAF UK who said:  “I am really proud to have the opportunity to sell trucks which 
are built in this country, not only the LF, but also the CF and XF, too.  Our customers 
often comment on the benefi ts that this provides.”
 Accepting the keys to the 125,000th DAF LF, David Brown from Calor Gas, 
the largest distributor of LPG in the UK, said: “The DAF LF has proved very reliable 
and an essential part of our delivery fl eet, so we are delighted to have this unique 
model and can assure you it will soon be working hard delivering gas cylinders and 
associated products across the UK.”
Leyland Trucks Showcases its Plant to British and German 
Apprentices
 Leyland Trucks, one of the UK’s leading manufacturing companies, is proud 
to have been able to showcase its British production facilities in Leyland, Lancashire 
to 23 apprentices, including 12 on an exchange visit from Germany, and 11 British 
students from BAE Systems.  During their visit the group took part in an open Q&A 
session with Leyland design engineers.  This was followed by a 3D CAD demonstration 
on the use of various technologies employed in the design and development of a truck, 
as well as how the assembly processes and facilities are designed around it.  Then 
the group went on a guided tour of the factory to see close up how Leyland Trucks 
assembles the award winning range of DAF LF, CF and XF vehicles.
 The German party, apprentices from MTU Aero Engines and Airbus, is touring 
top industrial sites in the North West while the British group is due to travel to Germany 
to visit an Audi plant and other factories in the Munich area.  All are aged from 18 
to 25.   Ivan Shearer, Leyland Trucks’ HR Director, who formerly worked for BAE, 
commented:  “This is a great opportunity to open some enquiring minds to the advanced 
nature of the Leyland 
Trucks operation 
and so see how well 
it compares with 
other leaders in 
manufacturing and 
assembly techniques.  
Our visitors were 
impressed by what 
they saw and will 
undoubtedly broadcast 
their impressions 
on their return to 
their respective 
companies”.
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 Peter has selected images of Leyland lorries from the early years through 
to the 1980s for this edition of Torque.  The photographs demonstrate how rapidly 
transport developed from the specialist box vans or drop sided bodies of the early 
lorries through to the general purpose bodies used on more modern vehicles for greater 
fl exibility.  They also illustrate the changes in confi guration to comply with changes 
in weight regulations.  The diversity of operators and vehicle designs common in the 
1950s and 1960s, sometimes with drawbar trailers, have given way to larger fl eets 
operating standardised rigid and articulated confi gurations for improved operational 
effi ciency.
 Once again, Malcolm Wilford has managed to identify some of these with 
chassis numbers by trawling through his extensive chassis records and we thank 
Malcolm for his time doing that.  Gary Dwyer has kindly added extra information 
and prepared the article for Leyland Torque.  All photographs are by Peter Davies 
unless otherwise credited.  

This LAD cabbed Leyland Super Comet of the Sankey Sugar Company, registered 333 JTB, 
is a wonderful sight climbing a hill near Chester.  New in 1959 with a second steer axle 
conversion, it still looks in fi ne condition when photographed in 1966 although the high 
mounting of the tank might make stability rather interesting when cornering! 
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This Ergomatic Leyland Beaver 14BT/17R (line no. 60, chassis L44147) was supplied new 
to BRS in 1966 with registration number JWJ 522D.  It is a good example of the short 
wheelbase tractor unit of the period and was photographed in Sheffi eld.

The cyclist passing The Mersey Café & Restaurant does not seem concerned about the 
approach of LKF 161, a 1950 Leyland Beaver 12.B ballast tractor with drawbar trailer of 
Jarvis Robinson Transport which was photographed in Liverpool in March 1965.    
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A Leyland ECO Comet ready for delivery to its new owner, ICI chemicals.  Note the front-
mounted silencer, spare wheel and the side guards fi tted from new.  As it is unregistered in 
this photograph, no further details are known.

Peter must have heard this 1957 British Road Services Leyland ECOS Comet approaching 
but lack of time required him to take the photograph through an open window as it made its 
turn on a housing estate in Luton in 1965.
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Tower Hill Transport were the original customer in 1959 for ODO 641, a Leyland Octopus 
24O/4 (line no. 1050, chassis no. 591418) and it was still giving good service when 
photographed in Sheffi eld with a partially sheeted load in May 1965.

The Leyland Clydesdale range was built at Bathgate and powered by the Leyland O.400 
series engine.  This example was new to Christian Salvesen in 1974, registered PWS 334M 
and was photographed at Toddington Services in July of the same year.
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This 1980 Leyland Marathon 2 of parcels company TNT, registered DTD 575W, was 
photographed in August 1983 at Toddington services.  It has been fi tted with an early 
generation roof spoiler and under bumper air dam to improve fuel consumption.  

This Leyland Terrier TSE6 (chassis no. 2431) was supplied new to W. & E. Evemy, no.25, 
of Frome in Somerset in March 1933 and was registered YD6658.  It has just come out of 
the Paint Shop at South Works.  (BCVMT L012704)
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228.  Leyland Leopards with two-speed rear axles  
          John Roberts writes giving further indication that Leyland were inconsistent 
with their designations.  ‘Enthusiast and professional publications usually quote 
PSU3B/4R and sometimes PSU3B/4RT, but our Southdown chassis plate is 
PSU3B4R (no oblique and no T)’.  Unlike some other chassis builders, Leyland 
designations do not detail the engine type (O.600 or O.680) or gearbox type (4 or 5 
speed, close ratio or overdrive), so presumably they thought that adding an offi cial 
T was a detail too far.
233.  Leyland ‘Irish’ Railbus
          Cyril McIntyre reports that the 
history of the GNRI railbuses is far 
from simple as indicated by the one 
depicted in Torque 64:- the chassis 
is that of GNR bus 7 (AEC 426, ZI 
2452), new in 1928 and acquired 
from Francis Duffy on 6 February 
1929. It was converted to a railbus 
in October 1934, but fi tted with the 
Strachan & Brown body of GNR 
bus 186 (ADC 416, ZI 996), new in 
1927 and acquired from Gordons Motor Services (The Magnet) on 15 December 
1931. How the resulting hybrid railbus came to be fi tted with a Leyland LSC radiator 
is a mystery, as the power unit is believed to have been a Gardner 4LW. Originally 
numbered railbus E, it was used to re-open passenger services on the Scarva branch 
on 15 October 1934. In 1936 it was renumbered E2 and was again renumbered to 
railbus1 in 1947. Thereafter it worked on the Drogheda - Oldcastle branch until the 
closure of that line in 1957. It then passed to the Civil Engineer’s Dept, numbered 
8178 and on the acquisition of the GNR by CIE and UTA from 1 October 1958 it 
became part of the UTA engineer’s fl eet. It was saved for preservation and is now on 
display, fully restored, in the Ulster Folk & Transport Museum at Cultra, outside 
Belfast. The photograph was taken at Drogheda station. Thanks also to Peter 
Greaves, Maurice Doggett and Richard Lukey for their input and pictures.
234.  Experimental Fibreglass Ergomatic Cab
          Peter Baker says – before Ergo cabs, Park Royal (owned by AEC) built the top 
half of the AEC composite cabs, a large part of their business.   It was agreed that the 
experimental cab would be made by PRV to see what problems there may be, but 
alternatives to pressed steel Ergomatic cabs were not proceeded with.

(Peter Greaves)
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236.  Leopard driving position
          John Roberts raises a query regarding the positioning of the driver’s seat 
on some Leopards:- ‘Several years ago I went to inspect a Leopard coach for sale 
and found that the driver sat in a pit below the level of the passenger saloon.  The 
underside of the steering wheel was almost touching the top of the dash.  It felt most 
odd.  I subsequently became aware of references to “the lower [or higher] driving 
position” and worked out that the higher position must have been introduced around 
1970, ie. with the PSU3B or possibly PSU3A.  I cannot fi nd any reference to such an 
important change in Doug Jack’s book.  Was it driven by body-builders increasing 
their fl oor-heights?  My impression is that AEC and Bristol, with say Plaxton bodies, 
had a fairly high driving position, so why did the PSU3 start lower?  Was Leyland’s 
coach chassis based on the bus version which was traditionally lower?  Or, was it an 
early attempt to give the passengers a better forward view over the driver’s head?
237.  Leyland Comet Fire Engines
          In the Society Journal (Summer 2014), David Berry looked at Leyland Comet 
fi re engines with a particular reference to those with Windover bodies.  He found 
details of 27 such machines though information on them is incomplete.  Can any 
reader please add any information to this list, or indeed give details of other Leyland 
Comet fi re engines which carried other makes of body or different equipment?   Any 
photographs would be most welcome.

Chassis No.  Registration Fire Brigade Notes
500987 OKE 636 Kent  GLC in 1965
513844 VMX 120 Middlesex
513869   OKM 338 Kent
513867 OKO 64 Kent GLC in 1965
514088  RPG 21 Surrey
514093  OMB 586 Cheshire

OMA 808 Cheshire
514461 PKE 776 Kent
514086 RPG 22 Surrey  GLC in 1965
514215  OKR 149 Kent GLC in 1965
514256 OKP428 Kent
514253 OKP 857 Kent
514459 OKP 641 Kent
513870 HMW 291 Wiltshire
514460 PKL 288                 Kent

PPL 870 Surrey GLC in 1965
RPF 60 Surrey
RPH 151 Surrey GLC in 1965
RPH 152 Surrey GLC in 1965
RRB 544 Derbyshire
RRA 999                 Derbyshire
NNK 294 Hertfordshire
JUS 783                   Glasgow
JUS 784                   Glasgow
BXG 600                 Middlesbrough
JSG 30 S.E.Area (Edinburgh)
WRF 186                Staffordshire
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238.  Service Training Unit
          Can anyone provide further details of this multi-lingual Service Training Unit 
carrying registration 960 PJO?

(BCVMT  L131800)
239.  Aviation Tanker
          Can anyone provide further details of this Hippo lettered ‘Vulcan Aviation 
Service’?

(BCVMT  L061974)
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 Some years ago I came across a photograph of an early turntable ladder 
supplied to the City of Liverpool Fire Brigade.  The caption stated the appliance had 
been given in 1962 to the Museum of the makers of the 85ft wooden ladder it carried, 
Carl Metz of Karlsrühe.
 I soon determined that the Metz Museum had long since been wound-up but 
managed to trace the appliance to the German Fire Museum at Fulda.  On contacting 
them I was told they had sold it in the early 1990s; they had no address other than 
the city of Stuttgart for the purchaser but did provide his name, Professor Jäger, so 
the hunt was now on.  I went through the telephone directories for Stuttgart but no 
luck.  Sometime later I revisited the task and managed to trace him to the University 
town of Tübingen 30 km from Stuttgart.  I got an e-mail address and contacted the 
Professor.  It was immensely pleasing to fi nd after all the effort I had the right man, 
he was indeed the owner of the 1931 Leyland Lioness LTB1 Metz turntable ladder, 
one of only four ever made.  He kindly sent me a photograph and promised that if 
ever he wanted to sell it I would get fi rst refusal;
          All of this was six years ago and I had put the TL out of my mind as work was 
busy and we had a lot on at the Merseyside Fire & Rescue Heritage and Education 
Centre, including four major restoration projects.  Earlier this year however, I 
was chatting to Bob Bonner and he mentioned that he has friends in the German 
Fire Service, having taken his Dennis Metz over there.  He made enquiries, and 
via a friend of a friend, made contact again with Professor Jäger.  We exchanged 
correspondence and this time he agreed to sell the Leyland.  Because it was coming 
back to its home in Liverpool he agreed to a very reasonable price. 
 So, in early May 2014, accompanied by Peter O’Donnell from the Heritage 
Centre, we travelled over to Stuttgart for the weekend.  We were met by a delightful 
German Volunteer Fire Offi cer, Achim Bokerman and his wife, who drove us to meet 

the Jägers.  They gave us a 
hearty Bavarian breakfast 
with strong beer and then 
took us to a farm shed in 
the hills above Gomaringen 
inside which was the TL, still 
in remarkable condition.

 Peter and I inspected every 
inch of the machine.  The 
1962 tax disc was still in 
place, under the drivers bench 
was a notice proclaiming the 
vehicle was “The property 
of the Lord Mayor and 
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Aldermen of the City of Liverpool”.  Painted inside the nearside front locker in white 
was No3; this was Liverpool’s No.3 escape.
 We bought it there and then.  Our German hosts introduced us to the fi rm 
of Schenker’s, part of German Railways and they were contracted to return the TL 
to Merseyside using a specialist vehicle.  The TL arrived home on the morning of 
Tuesday 3rd June, 51½ years after it left for Germany.  A grand old lady with a rich 
history who, if she could talk, would I am sure have a tale or two to tell of her 
exploits over the past 83 years.
History of the TL
1931   26th May – Liverpool’s Watch Committee approved an order for an LTB1 TE 
Lioness chassis from Leyland Motors Ltd to be fi tted with a wooden four-section 85ft 
Metz turntable escape [No17].  It had a six cylinder petrol engine, crash gearbox; 
extras included a bell with bracket, dynamo, monitor and a green police light. It had 
a German metal blue bonnet cover and was delivered to Hatton Garden in December, 
chassis no. 51674, cost £2,728-10s-0d and registered  KF 6683 as No.3 Escape.  The 
workshops fi tted a generator and a searchlight, mounted on top of the bell.
1932   January –  Went on the run at Hatton Garden. 
1938  –  With the delivery of two Leyland TLM 104ft steel TLs to Hatton Garden the 
appliance was sent to Mather Avenue.
1941   May – Used extensively in the May Blitz.   18th August –  Passed to the 
National Fire Service FF26, remained at Mather Avenue.
1942   –  Replaced by a Dennis Merryweather TL and moved to Banks Road.
1948   1st April –  Passed to City of Liverpool FS remained at S11 Banks Road, fi tted 
by now with twin amber fl ashers.
1956  –  Following an accident on 8th November  involving Southport’s wooden Metz 
it was no longer used operationally although still recorded as ‘part manned’ and only 
used for TL operator and drivers training.
1958   July – Its replacement, a new AEC Merryweather, but it was still used for TL 
operator training at Banks Rd TC, sometimes at Conleach Road from 1960. 
1961  –   Parked up under a sheet at Workshop.
1962  –  A Metz engineer working on the Dennis Metz TL may have seen this machine 
and played a part in its subsequent donation to Dennis Bros who were Metz’s agents 
for the UK.  Carrying Surrey trade plates, 105 PE, it was driven to Gosport and 
was seen by Bob Bonner and his father who were on holiday there; it took part in a 
parade for a fete the day before it left.  Then it was taken via ferry from Portsmouth 
by Dennis staff and driven to the Metz Museum at Karlsruhe, Germany.  Recorded 
in the CFO’s Report for the year ended 31st March 1963 as ‘scrapped.’
1976   Sept – Renovated on behalf of Metz by the German Northern Fire Dept to 
mark their 90th Anniversary.
1988  –  It was passed to the German National Fire Museum at Fulda, established 
that year. 
1993  –  Fulda had too many appliances and via a German fi re offi cer it was put up for 
sale, Hannover FB bid but it went to Professor Doctor Walter Jäger, of Tübingen.
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 The 40hp Leyland Eight (as it was called, not ‘Straight Eight’ – Ed.), with engine 
cubic capacity of 6.967 litres, (later increased to 7.266 litres) was fi rst introduced 
at the 1920 Motor Show where it caused a sensation and became called “The Lion 
of Olympia”.   It had been designed by JG Parry Thomas who held the position of 
Chief Engineer at Leyland Motors from February 1917 to the end of December 
1923, when he left Leyland Motors to continue his career in motor racing.  He took 
with him a number of chassis and spares to continue racing at Brooklands together 
with Captain JEP Howey who also drove a Leyland Eight.  The cars broke several 
different World’s Speed Records between 1922 and 1926, the most impressive 
achievement being on 26th June 1924 when Thomas’s Leyland broke the World’s 
Land Speed Record at 129.73 mph.
 Thomas tragically died at Pendine Sands on 3rd March 1927 when attempting 
to improve on his World Record of 171.09 mph in his 27 litre Liberty-engined car 
‘Babs’, but the Leylands continued to be raced at Brooklands for another year or so.  
One of these is well known – it was subsequently rebuilt and re-bodied as a sports 
tourer, and later purchased by Sir Henry Spurrier to be restored at Leyland Motors.  
It is now registered UU40 and resides in the British Motor Industry Heritage Trust 

museum at Gaydon.
 Several remains of these racing 
Leyland Eights survived for some time, with 
one chassis reputedly being lost in an air 

David Haywood’s magnifi cent 
Leyland-Thomas Eight, on the 
embankment at Brooklands this 
summer.
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raid in the Second World 
War.   In the early 1980s I 
remember seeing various 
parts, including large 
brake drums, in an old 
wooden box in Leyland’s 
garage in School Lane, 
Leyland.  One of the ex-
racing engines survived 
as a show-piece for 
Leyland, displayed at 
an exhibition in 1947 
alongside the 35hp X 
Type engine which is now 
in my own 1908 Leyland 
X2 double-decker bus.  
David Haywood from Kent managed to acquire one of the Thomas Leyland Eight 
engines and enough of the original chassis to restore a second Leyland Eight. The 
completed vehicle, restored back to its original racing condition, was taken back to 
Brooklands in June of this year where it has been on display for several weeks since.
 The photographs here show the car on the Brooklands Embankment and also 
in front of the Clubhouse next to the famous Napier-Railton with its 12 litre engine.  
This has been a very worthwhile and magnifi cent restoration project – well done 
David!

The restored Leyland Eight next to the Railton with its 12 
litre engine.                          (David Haywood)

The fi rst Leyland Eight, with 11ft 9in wheelbase, completed in July 1920, later registered TB 
4956 in April 1921                              (BCVMT  L000757)

Leyland Torque 65.indd   Sec1:17Leyland Torque 65.indd   Sec1:17 25/9/14   22:46:3525/9/14   22:46:35



18 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 65    Autumn 2014

The “Lion of Olympia”, November 1920, a four-seat tourer body by Latymer, probably with 
11ft 9in wheelbase, with the early type radiator (narrower and with parallel sides).      

(LPF0214)

PARRY THOMAS and MR J WRENN
 Various items of motoring history and literature came up for sale at the Bill Boddy 
auction last year.  Among these David Haywood was lucky enough to be able to purchase a 
handwritten report of an interview between Bill Boddy and a Mr J Wrenn, which took place 
on 17th November 1960.  These notes are an excellent record of the various interesting points 
that emerged at this interview and, with David’s kind permission, these are summarised 
here, almost exactly as written.  The original, being handwritten, is somewhat disjointed 
in places and very diffi cult to read, but it raises interesting points and further queries.  If 
any reader can add anything to this we would be very pleased to hear from you.  It is an 
important part of Leyland’s history.
        Mr Wrenn was at Leyland and knew 

Parry Thomas.  At the 1921 Motor 
Show, orders for 108 Leyland Eight 
cars were received and Leyland 
decided to make the vehicle.  
Thomas had hoped that Rolls Royce 
might be interested but felt that the 
unconventional suspension might be 
unsafe (shacked front springs etc).  
So, Leyland returned most of the 
deposits and eventually they built 15 
cars, for Hotel people, Hon David 

1922, a two-seat tourer stripped of non-essential 
fi ttings for maximum speed.  

(Steve Harvey collection)
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Tennent, Sears (the shoe man) etc.  (The depression of 1921-22 had hit Leyland Motors 
badly and Leyland top management clearly decided to retrench and concentrate on their 
core business.  Leyland Eight cars were however displayed at the 1920, 1921 and 1922 
Motor Shows – Ed.)
 A car was driven round Brooklands for three weeks to see if anything would 
break.  With these tests it was realised just how fast the car was and it was suggested 
that Thomas should race it.  Leyland wanted to put an engine (complete with cylinder 
head with hemispherical combustion chambers) into a normal chassis but Thomas 
wouldn’t agree, saying he had so many patents on it he could stop Leyland from 
making it.  Spurrier told ‘Tommy’ not 
to be silly but said they would give 
him tools and all the jigs and spares 
etc to set up a Brooklands depot to 
service the 15 cars they had built.
 Thomas agreed and took 
Taylor in with him.  For a time he 
employed playboy Dudley Froy, 
who did no work but took no pay 
– he had a rich Mother.  Later Froy 
was ‘kicked out’ and Froy patronised 
A G Miller.

The racing Leyland Eight, with wider tapered radiator (similar to the later Lioness) in 
1922.                  (Steve Harvey collection)

In July 1923, the Leyland Eight with its fi rst 
racing body, cooling the tyres with water from 
fi re hoses.      (Hulton Picture Library)
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Parry Thomas at the wheel of a short wheelbase (10ft 6in) Sports Leyland Eight, when new 
in April 1922.            (BCVMT  L001606)

 Leyland used to hammer out, not run, its centre bearings, also the tubular rods 
were, but Thomas wouldn’t alter them.  Reed Railton was a genius, and worked on 
the Leyland Eight and with Thomas he designed the Brooklands Riley Nine.  Thomas 
designed the hemispherical head for the Riley Nine and when this engine ran big ends, 
he put it on his own bench and found the trouble, caused simply by using outside feed 

pipe on rods.  
 Howey had a second 

Leyland Eight.  Thomas 
was not consulted 
when Dunlop fi tted ss. 
wheels to ‘Babs’ and 
was very annoyed, as 
he had not stressed 
them.  Thompson said 
Dunlop should know, 
so he went for the 
record.  Spokes  broke 
and killed him ( ? not 
true – RW hubs on car 
in 1927 ?).   (Not easy 
to read the original – 
Ed.)     

Capt. JEP Howey watches Thomas making adjustments to his 
Leyland in August 1923.                   (Hulton Picture Library)
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The Leyland-Thomas No.1 at speed.              (Leyland Motors)

 Thomas was not a good road driver.  The fi rm of Thomas & Chamberlayne 
was just a car sales fi rm to which he lent his name.  When Thomas died Thomson 
persuaded his sister to take £20,000 for the business and fl oated the £50,000 fi rm of 
Thomson & Taylor.
 In 1923 
Wrenn left Leyland 
to work on the Hon. 
D. Tennent’s cars, 
which included just 
the Leyland Eight, a 
four seater.  Tennent 
found Brooklands 
dull so did not race, 
but would drive 
long distances at a 
moment’s notice.  
He kept cars at 
Wolsford Manor 
near Salisbury and 
in Mews garages in 
(Wexham?) Gardens, 
London.

Capt Howey at the wheel of his Leyland Eight in 1923, possibly 
with the ex-Thomas body with pointed tail.   

(Hulton Picture Library)
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 At the time Thomas was killed he had wanted Leyland-Thomas No.2 to 
convert to a road car.  Wrenn offered £2,000 for it but the Scotts offered £5,000 for 
it and a ‘Flat Iron’.  Thomson asked Wrenn to stand down.  He knew Thomas was 
preparing a third Leyland-Thomas for the 1927 season with very good H-rods and 
better crank, so he bought this and had a Barker body (£1,500) and special exhaust 
(£365) and Bosch lighting on it.  This is the car later owned by Sir Lionel Phillips 
and now in Montagu Museum. (…and therefore the car now at Gaydon – Ed.)   Howey 
also had lighting equipment fi tted and drove No.2 Leyland-Thomas on the road in 
racing trim, such as to his Guards depot in London).  (JEP Howey went on to build the 
famous Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway and spent the rest of his life there – Ed.) 
 Wrenn joined Thomson &Taylor, from 1931 to 1935.  Froy was a brave driver 
but had no stamina.  When 4½ litre engine was put into Barnato’s 3 litre and crab-
tracked, it was a dangerous car, due to odd weight distribution, but Froy said he could 
drive it.  He never paid debts and tried in bring in playboys to drive if they paid him.
 He borrowed car from Barnato for (M…it ?? – can’t read this !) records.  Later 
he got the Hon. Richard Norton to go there with “Old Mother Gun” but Norton 
never drove and Froy very little.  He then borrowed car again, Texaco having offered 
£1,000 for any records he could break.  He came in with low oil pressure and Wrenn 
made him continue – he ran bearings.  He then got hold of all the Castrol oil in Paris 
and fi lled Texaco tins with it.  Wrenn repaired the car and they went out again, on 
Castrol!  The Wolseley Moth Froy raced was Miller’s.
 Wrenn tells how mean Campbell was.  LSR car towed by Villa to Gurney 
Nutting & Co and thought they would remove engine free for him, whereas they 
expected just to get the engine.  A sticky tow behind Morris.
 Cobb is said to have pushed up Eyston’s records when Eyston went too fast 
instead of increasing speed in stages!  Froy went to USA for Coventry Climax to 

Thomas’s racing cars.  Left is the 12-cylinder, 27 litre, Liberty engined “Babs”,  centre is 
Leyland-Thomas No.1,  right is the second straight-eight “Flat Iron Special”.   

(Steve Harvey collection)
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test engines.  No money was forthcoming so he couldn’t return !   Froy borrowed 
Fiat (B….?) from (P…. ?) for 1000 miles run but Wrenn did almost all the driving.  
(Again, not easy to read the original hand-written notes – Ed.)     

Thomson & Taylor rebuilt one of the ex-Thomas Leylands, fi tted a new body by Vanden 
Plas, and advertised it for sale in July 1931.

The rebuilt Leyland Eight with body by Barker at Leyland in 1955 and now in Gaydon.  
(LML and Paul Banbury)

(Recommended further reading  -  ‘The Leyland Eight’ by Profi le Publications and ‘Parry 
Thomas, Designer Driver’ by Hugh Tours, some photographs in those are included here for 
reference.  Also, there was an article by Mike Worthington Williams on the Leyland Eight 
in our fi rst Leyland Society Journal in 1999, pages 27 to 31,  and Mike Sutcliffe wrote on 
‘The Thomas Transmission and Leyland Petrol-Electrics’ in Journal No.6, in 2004, pages 
2 to 12).

Leyland Torque 65.indd   Sec1:23Leyland Torque 65.indd   Sec1:23 25/9/14   22:46:3925/9/14   22:46:39



UNITED SERVICE TRANSPORT LIKED THEIR LEYLANDS 25

Photographs aren’t what they used to be!  Can you imagine getting this sort of quality out of a modern camera? – when you can see all the grain in the woodwork and even the brush 
strokes in the paintwork on the bonnet!   Looking like a reconditioned RAF type, with its radiator sitting up on trunnions and radiator protection bar, this is actually a brand new Leyland 
GH2, chassis number 18199, unusually with nickel plated hubcaps.  It was delivered to United Service Transport, London SW9, in July 1924.  UST had a large fl eet of Leylands and had 
connections with a Mr French and the BET Group – could any reader tell us more about that?   The photograph was taken on 25th June 1924.                   (BCVMT  L002761) 

24 
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Thanks to John Bennett, Colin Bull, Peter Caunt, Maurice Doggett, Mike Fenton, 
Peter Greaves, Tony Hall, John Holmes, David Jones, Alan Johnson, Paul Lacey, Mike 
Leatherdale, Harold Peers, Jasper Pettie, John Roberts, Peter Roberts, Mike Sutcliffe, 
Dennis Talbot and Peter Tulloch.
Leyland Comet and Leyland PD1 on Trade Plates (Torque No.63)
 John Bennett has passed on information discovered in issues of Commercial 
Motor (27th Dec.1946 and 20th Feb.1948) concerning the lightweight all-metal 
construction method used by Strachans.  This was designed by Grahame Ross and 
clearly it was rather too lightweight, such bodies having very short lives.          
Val(l)iant, Leyland PSU1/15, WMT 321 (Torque Nos.63 & 64)
 According to John Roberts the photograph was taken in Purley Way, Croydon.  
In the background is the Lombank Finance building which appears to be newly 
completed as the Lombank Finance name has yet to be erected and this dates the 
photograph to 1958.  Given the Brighton labels and the following Bedford OB, he 
wonders if this is a works outing or an early HCVS run. 
Pride of the East, Leyland Tiger TS1, MS 8671 (Torque Nos.63 & 64)
 As you might have guessed, the “soldier on the roof” is not really on the 
roof.  The building in the background is the headquarters of Prudential Assurance, 
which is in Holborn near Chancery Lane underground station.  The Royal Fusiliers 
Monument, dedicated to the memory of 22,000 soldiers of the City of London 
Regiment who died in the First World War, stands on a traffi c island there and the 
soldier is a part of that.  
Manchester, Leviathan LSP1, NF 4301 (Torque No.64) 
 This appears to be a well-known vehicle with a fully documented history and 
details of the bus can be found in ‘The Manchester Bus’ by Mike Eyre and Chris Heaps.  

It was a Leviathan LSP1, 50068, with 
a Leyland 4cyl. 8 litre petrol engine, 
new to Manchester Corporation in 
April 1927, later fl eet no.68, NF 4301, 
with a Leyland H26/26Ro body.  It 
was one of the fi rst buses in the fl eet 
to be delivered on pneumatic tyres 
which could account for its apparent 
tendency to leave the road.  The 
steering geometry was designed 
for the easy turning of solid tyres 
and must have been a nightmare to 
control on pneumatics!(Manchester Museum of Transport
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 After a second crash in 1931, 
which almost totally destroyed 
its body, it was converted to a 
breakdown crane/towing vehicle in 
3/32 and renumbered A74.  It served 
Manchester as such until it was sold 
for scrap in 7/58 to W North, Leeds, 
where the picture was probably 
taken.
 The above picture shows it 
in original form and here it is seen 
on its side down a bank after its 
second crash, apparently caused 
by skidding after braking sharply 
to avoid a cyclist.  The back of the 
print is dated 16th May 1931 and 
the location Northenden Golf Club 
in Palatine Rd, South Manchester.  
Below it is seen after conversion for 
the Service Fleet.

Age Concern Coventry, Leyland Swift, C129 VDU (Torque No.64)
 Mike Fenton has provided much detailed information about C129 VDU.  
He believes that it was probably on a Cub CU435 chassis with its body built by 
Rootes and thinks there were only two of these built, the other almost identical one 
also being a non-PSV - B400 WKP on Cub CU435, chassis CD01214, with Rootes 
B30F body.  This was new in 1985 as a Rootes demonstrator and later operated by 
Tameside Council as its number 1581.  The Rootes Medway body was intended 
as a midicoach, theoretically available up to 12m in two widths and, as might be 
guessed from the photograph, utilised a Leyland National Mk 1 windscreen.  Rootes 
bodybuilding, at Mill Street, Maidstone, ceased in October 1986.       

(Ted Gray collection)

The rear of the Leviathan                                  With Bristol A, NF 4144, similarly treated
                            (John Holmes collection)                 (Manchester Museum of Transport)
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Pye’s Motor Tours, Leyland Tiger PS2/3, GUN 197 (Torque No.64) 
 There were several responses for this one, all agreeing that this was new to 
Pye’s in 8/50.  It was a PS2/3, 497028, with a Metalcraft FC33F body, which was to 
their standard full-fronted design apart from the concealed radiator.  It is suggested 
that this feature was to make it resemble Pye’s slightly earlier Fodens, GUN 1 & 2.  
GUN 197 was withdrawn in August 1963 and saw no further service with other owners.  
Peter Tulloch points out that fi ns were fi tted to the front dome on many, though 
not all, Metalcraft full-fronted front engine coaches, so were not a special request 
by Pye’s, though they did have a Royal Tiger with “Metalcraft Fins” (any photos?)   
Peter Roberts tells us that in 1951 he went on a tour of Anglesey on GUN 197.  It 

was a hot day and with all the 
glass in the roof it was decided 
to open the sliding section of 
the roof.  There were a lot of 
wasps around and when one 
landed on his head, as he 
thought, he swatted it with his 
map.  Alas, it wasn’t a wasp 
but a seagull and his OS map 
(107 Snowdon) bears witness 
to this today!  Here’s a better 
photo of the Pye’s Tiger.

Bere Regis & District, Leyland Tiger PS1, DBA 451 (Torque No.64)
 This has proved to be a bit of a puzzle with disagreement amongst the fi ve 
who responded.  It was new to JW Fieldsend, Salford in 3/48 and passed to Bere 
Regis & District, Dorchester in 9/48.  It was a Tiger PS1/1, chassis no. 462396(5 
votes), line no.461, (or 462394(2 votes), BUT for the record, this is incorrect as this was 
GUP 193 of Duffi eld, Bishop Middleham, later to Stanhope Motor Services! - Ed.), with 
a Santus C33F body - but what body is it in the picture?  Peter Tulloch thinks it 
could be Santus but not of their normal style, with several detail differences.  Mike 
Fenton believes that it does not appear to have a Santus body and thinks it might have 
received a second-hand body when with Bere Regis.  John Bennett seems certain that 
the Santus body has been replaced.  And so far no-one knows who built the body seen 
in the photograph.  DBA 451 was sold for scrap in 3/59 but was still derelict at Bere 
Regis four months later.    

NEW ITEMS

Highland Omnibuses, Leyland Titan TD3, CK 4878
 This bus was new to Ribble with an English Electric L26/26R body and passed 
to W Alexander in 12/47.  It was part of the Inverness-based fl eet of Alexander 
passing to Highland on its formation in 2/52.  According to PSV Circle records it 
was fi tted with a second-hand Leyland L27/26R body from an SMT Leyland TD5 

(Leyland Society Archive)
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in 11/52.  However, this cannot be the case as all SMT TD5s were still in service in 
1952.  Examination of the rear dome shows it to be more upright than the TD5’s or 
indeed the TD4’s - more like the Alexander wartime utilities, but they were all still 
in service in 1952!  So where did the body come from?

(Jasper Pettie collection)
Leyland Lion LT5A? in Leicester
 Well, it is certainly a caravan and looks to have been at that spot for a long 
time.  The body seems to be well designed and has a “big company” look about it.  
Can anyone tell us about its history? 

(John Paine)
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Bullock & France, Leyland Tiger PS1, FFY 390
 Not such a droopy rear end as DBA 451, but I feel that the designer must 
have been under the infl uence of whoever designed that one.  However, it does look 
a bit more modern.  The front near-side tyre appears to be completely bald, which 
suggests that the photograph was taken not too long after the war.

(Leyland Society Archive)
WEMS, Leyland Cub SKP, EN 7432
 I don’t remember ever seeing a forward-control Cub in the “fl esh”;  about 
a quarter of the production were of this style ( approx 303 of 1267 known Cubs).  
WEMS stands for West of England Motor Service but the Gilford 168OT, EV2015, 
alongside is not recorded with WEMS.  What is known about the Cub?

(Omnibus Society – DS Giles)
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In a special article for the AEC Bulletin, Bob Fryars provided the answer to this long 
standing question.  With his kind permission it is reproduced here.  It gives an insight into 
some of the political manoeuvring and takes into account the desire to maintain sales of 
loose engines against Cummins.  When the impossibility of installing the original version of 
the ill-fated fi xed head Leyland engine in a chassis became apparent, as did the viability of 
the contemporary gas turbine engine, it left Leyland Motors with a serious dilemma which 
the newly acquired AEC V8 might conveniently solve.  The tangled web is revealed and it 
slowly starts to unwind.    
 Anyone researching the history of AEC will fi nd this a very diffi cult question 
to resolve.   Why did AEC, in mid 1960s, put considerable talent and investment into 
designing and manufacturing a new engine and accompanying chassis models that 
were in direct competition with highly successful units already in production?   I 
believe I can throw some light on this puzzle.
 In my previous article, the ‘The Long Sad Saga of the AEC V8 Engine’, I 
explained the background to Guy Motors’ bankruptcy, their acquisition by Jaguar 
and the attempt to entice Cummins to manufacture their V6 and V8 engines in the old 
Meadows factory next door to Guy in Wolverhampton.   Sales of ‘loose’ engines to 
companies such as Dodge and Guy had become an important part of AEC’s business 
so John Bowley, AEC’s General Manager, must have wasted no time in telling Lofty 
England of Jaguar/Daimler that AEC could match Cummins.   So the concept of 
making a V engine was launched.    
 This was in 
1961, when discussions 
on AEC becoming a 
part of BMC were well 
advanced.  I had found 
that our two truck 
ranges were a good fi t 
together.   It was clearly 
ACV’s strategy that, to 
meet the coming threat 
from big continental 
manufacturers in the 
Common Market, AEC 
must become part of a big 
group with economies 
of scale.   So, when John 
Bowley requested a V 
engine study he clearly (Gary Dwyer collection)
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had in mind broadening the range of industrial engines that AEC could offer.   The 
dry-liner version of the A690, to become the 691 and the 760, was well in hand as 
were plans to do the same for the A470 to meet rising demands on power output.    
 When Keith Roberts and I obtained copies of the Cummins patents, we 
found these cleverly covered the best cylinder bore to stroke ratios.  To avoid the 
patents meant either a long stroke tall V or a squat over-square V engine.  We quickly 
decided a V6 would be a very rough unit at the 90 degree V essential to fi t in a 
chassis – and ruled out that option, so we were looking at a very over-square V8, 
one well outside any known direct injection combustion chamber relationship.  Then 
there was noise  –  Theo Priede, then at CAV, had recently come up with an empirical 
formula linking diesel engine noise emissions to the square of cylinder bore diameter 
and to rotational speed.  An over-square diesel would be a very noisy unit.  That only 
added to the diffi culties.
 John Bowley proposed a compromise  –  to deal with technical aspects, we 
should make a short-stroke in-line research engine.  We should only scheme a design 
for a V8 and check that it could be accommodated under BMC’s new FJ cab.   But, 
1961 had been a bad year for the motor industry and the UK economy.   Bowley had 
his V8 brochure by the late Spring of 1962 – a time of turmoil in the motor industry 
with a disastrous outcome for the future of AEC.
 Late in 1961, Rolls Royce complicated matters by proposing how a tripartite 
arrangement could be made with ACV.   This was soon discounted, and ACV merger 
talks with BMC resumed in 1962 with a good chance of success.  Outline terms 
for a merger were drafted.   Then a forecast for the end of the BMC fi nancial year 
looked pretty grim.  ACV felt they must suspend talks with BMC.  This left the ACV 
Board in a serious policy quandary.  They had already discounted companies such 
as Scania as potential partners.  By April 1962, ACV considered that this left them, 
very reluctantly, with only one option to pursue, the Leyland Motor Corporation.   
 The ACV Board may not have been fully aware that, at that very same time, 
early 1962, Leyland were themselves struggling to avoid their precipitous purchase 
of the Standard Motor Co becoming a catastrophe, big enough to bankrupt Leyland 
itself.   As a further complication, the Chrysler Corporation had also arrived on 
the scene, intending to buy a controlling share of the Leyland Motor Corporation.   
Leyland had of course replaced the Standard management (just as they had at Albion 
years before) and turned to Stanley Markland to turn the Standard Triumph company 
around.   By taking some serious risks, Markland managed to cut large stocks of cars 
by massive discounts, and start cutting Standard’s losses to manageable proportions.   
However, until a reduction in purchase tax was made in the 1962 April budget, which 
boosted car sales generally, Leyland was in fi nancial diffi culty.   Chrysler’s proposals 
to buy a controlling stake in Leyland, tabled in May 1962, had to be taken very 
seriously under those circumstances, and I do not believe that Sir Henry Spurrier 
gave any serious thought to ACV at that point.
A merger becomes a possibility
 Once the corner was turned at Standard Triumph, the Chrysler offer could 
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be fi nally turned down and in June Spurrier came round to the view that a ‘merger’ 
with his principal competitor would put Leyland in an almost impregnable position 
against further take-over bids.  So the ‘merger’ with ACV was negotiated through 
June and July to be concluded in early August 1962.   At AEC there was complete 
incomprehension and disbelief that the ACV Board could have even considered such 
a deal; at middle management level, AEC personnel had considered that Leyland 
were in decline.  A merger may have been what the ACV Board had in mind, but had 
they forgotten what had been the fate of the Albion Motors and Standard Triumph 
managements?   A merger was not what the Leyland top management had in mind 
and I quote a Leyland Board member present, saying “This was no merger, we have 
taken over AEC and we shall soon feel the benefi t.”
 In my opinion, the ACV Board were out of touch with the bus and truck 
market.  Perhaps because they were in a hurry after the BMC set-back – or in a 
need for complete secrecy, no steps had been taken to prepare competitive data on 
Leyland Motors.  That could have exposed the then uncompetitive status of much of 
the Leyland product range with over-weight and over-priced models; also there was 
serious customer dissatisfaction with the Leyland’s Sales and Service organization, 
both in the UK and export markets. 
 Stanley Markland and Sir Donald Stokes joined the AEC Board.  John Bowley 
would tell them all about AEC’s forward product plans and almost certainly pass 
them copies of the V8 brochure.  John Bowley and I were then required to make a 
presentation to the Leyland Designs Policy Committee on the 760 and 520 engine 
proposals.   With Sir Henry Spurrier ill by then, Markland approved the 760 but 
only gave the go ahead for a reduced bore version of the 520 which would become 
the 505.  
 Markland resigned when Sir Henry Spurrier died, nominating Sir William 
Black as his successor, he in turn picking Donald Stokes as Corporate Managing 
Director.   Nothing more would be heard of the V8 concept – for some two years.
The secret engine strategy
 Following the policy meeting regarding the AEC engines, Stokes instructed 
Norman Tattersall at Leyland Motors to work on new Leyland engine designs in 
absolute secrecy.  He came up with concepts for pairs of unusual engines, based on 
the L60 tank unit, incorporating ‘throw-away’ cylinder blocks and all gear driven 
accessories to eliminate belts.   These radical designs seemed to Donald Stokes to 
be exactly what he had wanted, and he then insisted that the Leyland Board approve 
a very large capital investment in a new factory and manufacturing plant, for a 
production capacity of 300 units per week, of Tattersall’s yet unseen and secret new 
engines.   
 When the 700 version of the Tattersall designs reached the prototype stage, 
the frightening scale of the disaster to the Stokes plan for power unit dominance was 
exposed; the 700 had not only suffered major structural failure within hours of fi rst 
testing, but it was very heavy and its unusual shape prevented installation in any 
Leyland bus or truck model (except an old bonneted Beaver.)
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 Donald Stokes would have instructed Dr Fogg (ex-MIRA), as his Corporate 
Engineering Director, to sort out the mess.   Bertie Fogg would call in Ricardo to 
direct a re-design strategy for these Tattersall engines and a modifi ed prototype 700 
would then run satisfactorily, but since it could not be installed in anything, Bertie 
would have to conclude that the Tattersall 600/700 concept was “dead in the water”.   
A projected cost for the new ‘Tattersall 400’ would confi rm it to be much too costly 
to replace the ageing 400 engine, and as a result the latter would have to be retained.   
So what could be salvaged?
 The 500 version of the ‘Tattersall 400’, rated to give 160/170 hp naturally 
aspirated, could perhaps be turbocharged as a lighter, cheaper replacement for the 
now useless 700; it would require some re-design to avoid structural failure on the 
lines proposed by Ricardo.  That is what he must have recommended to Donald 
Stokes
 So why, in this quite dreadful scenario of a failed secret Leyland engine 
strategy, did attention suddenly turn to the AEC V8, with a new updated concept 
paper demanded urgently?  What objective had Donald Stokes and Bertie Fogg in 
mind?   I do not think we shall ever know for certain and Bertie Fogg would never, 
ever discuss the question. 

(Gary Dwyer collection)
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 My best guess is as follows:-  When Bertie Fogg came to explain to Donald 
Stokes that the Tattersall 600/700 could not possibly be used and that the old Leyland 
400 must be retained, Stokes would demand to know what Bertie proposed to do for 
a solution.  I surmise that he put forward the option of turbocharging the new 500 
to match or exceed the power of the defunct 700.    However, Leyland had been so 
opposed to turbocharging that Donald Stokes would consider that a very risky change 
of policy.  So, Bertie Fogg would also fl oat the idea of using the AEC V8 concept 
as a naturally aspirated replacement for the defunct 700.  It could be transferred for 
manufacture at Leyland.  He would be brusquely told to go ahead with both options.  
This explains why the second up-dated concept for the V8 was demanded urgently, 
this time to show how it could be installed under the Egomatic cab. 
 When turbocharging of the 500 engine began to look so very promising to the 
rather inexperienced Leyland engine team, Donald Stokes would be very relieved to 
authorise this survivor of the Tattersall concept for production.   Bertie Fogg would 
then ask Donald Stokes what should be done about the V8, by then in prototype 
development, to be told: “Tell AEC to put it into production themselves, it can 
replace that 760 engine.”  
          When later, Bertie asked Stokes what should be done with the useless 700 
prototype, “Give it to ENASA” (in Spain), I heard him say.  Of course, John Bowley 
and all of us at AEC, were delighted to learn of a corporate instruction to proceed 
with a new engine and chassis carrying a much better ‘walk through’ version of the 
Ergomatic cab.   But soon after came the edict that no further development was to 
be permitted on either the A760 or A505 engines.
          By the time I transferred to Leyland in mid-1966, the V8 Mandator was well 
on the way to production.   Instructions given to me at Leyland were clear: I must 
have nothing more to do with AEC.  When still later, Donald Stokes had to abandon 
the 400 hp gas turbine development, Bertie Fogg proposed that AEC develop an 
increased bore V8-810 for 350 hp as a potential replacement.   With Mac Porkess 
then in charge of engine research at Southall, good progress was made on that, until 
with Bertie Fogg retired and the Common Market more or less agreed on truck gross 
weights for which the AVT770 turbocharged to 280 hp was ideally suited.  With 
noise emissions becoming a major issue, I had to recommend the in-line engine 
against proceeding with the V8, but that nearly cost me my job!  
          In conclusion, I believe the V8 only ever came into production as a second 
string solution to the almost unbelievable shambles that the highly secretive Tattersall 
engine concepts had produced at Leyland.  It left AEC with competitive models and 
I have always been proud of how well AEC people designed and developed the V8 
and the walk-through Ergomatic cab.  In many ways, it was a far better chassis/cab 
concept, and it has some very dedicated adherents even to this very day.   
          But an over-square V8 was never going to be capable of meeting noise and later, 
exhaust emission regulations.   On both counts, diesel engine bore-stroke relationships 
would optimise at very conventional ratios for all vehicle applications.  
It would be very good to hear from any reader who can tell us more about the development 
of the 500 and 700 engines, also the L60 – Ed.
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 As we move through June and July approaches, preparations for the Society 
Gathering begin to increase in pace and a wary eye is inevitably cast towards the 
weather forecast for the weekend!  This year we had a spell of really good weather 
in the weeks before the Gathering but the question was would it last?  The answer to 
that question is - almost!  Setting up the Society marquee and trailer on the Saturday, 
the temperature increased during the afternoon accompanied by very high humidity 
levels.  Towards the end of the afternoon, the fi rst entrants began to arrive at the 
venue to park overnight, with many sleeping in their vehicles overnight, including 
two Comets from Yorkshire with sleeping quarters built into their box bodies.  First 
to arrive was Brian Stokes in his Terrier TR750 with beaver tail bodywork, new 
to Smiths Electric Vehicles, which allowed him to bring his restored TR6 for his 
evening transport!  The ex-Maidstone & District Beadle reconstruction with Leyland 
running units owned and restored by Thornes of Selby looked magnifi cent as it 
basked in the early evening sunshine.  Last to arrive that evening was Mark Chapman 
in his ex-army MMLC 8x6 and he treated us to a demonstration of the capability of 
these machines when he effortlessly unloaded the DROPS body carrying his Alvis 
Stalwart.  Re-loading at the end of the event was as effortless and served to remind 

us of what a good product the British Army had 
at their disposal!          
     The morning of the Gathering began a 
little misty following some overnight rain but 

Mark Chapman’s remarkable 
MMLC 8x6 gives a demonstration 
unloading the DROPS body. 

(Gary Dwyer)
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there were signs of clearing weather as 
the morning progressed.  The railway 
timetable was soon into its stride and 
the Quorn station was treated to several 
arrivals and departures of their LMS 8F 
as well as a Leyland-engined railcar whist 
the road based vehicles began to arrive, 
some by transporter and others under their 
own power.  The total number of Leylands 
brought along by Society members was 
30 vehicles, consisting of 9 lorries, 1 fi re 
engine, 19 buses and 1 Trojan car.  The 
Great Central Railway also invited local commercial vehicle owners to the event 
boosting the total numbers even further.  Following a late morning shower, the 
sunshine returned in the afternoon and allowed visitors and owners to walk around, 
enjoy the vehicle display and soak up the atmosphere of the event.

  
There was good support from the Leicester area, with an LCT PD2/1 and PD3A/1, owned by 
Simon Gill from the Leicester Heritage Transport Trust, together with the Leicester Museum’s 
wonderful Leyland S2.30.T tower wagon which was driven to the event.       (Mike Sutcliffe)

 There were so many interesting vehicles that it is diffi cult to mention everybody.  
In this report, I have tried to pick out some of the highlights but if your vehicle is not 
mentioned, it is due to lack of space and not lack of interest!  We were very privileged 
to have the Leicester City Transport tower wagon at the event.  It is probably the 
most original early Leyland, based on a 1911 S2.30.T chassis (frequently referred 
to incorrectly as an X type) and is now in the custody of Leicester Museums.  This 
particular vehicle has spent all of its life in Leicester and travelled to the Gathering 
under its own power with all the passengers in period dress!  Apart from the two 
later vehicles mentioned above, the lorries at the event represented the period from 
1930 to the 1950s and they provided a great contrast against two of the latest DAF 
tractor units kindly exhibited by the local DAF (originally Leyland) distributor Ford 
& Slater of Leicester.  Ford & Slater also brought along an interesting exhibition 
on the Company history with photographs of their premises and key personalities 

Brian Stokes’ Terrier – Brian is one of 
a number of stalwart supporters of our 
Society                (Mike Sutcliffe)
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who were instrumental in the 
development of the company 
– we hope to prepare an article 
on the fi rm in due course.
 There was a similarly 
interesting range of Leyland’s 
passenger carrying vehicles at 
the event.  These ranged from 
Mike Sutcliffe’s 1908 X2, 
through the Lions and Cheetahs 
of the 1930s, the Comets and 
Titans of the 1950s to the later 
1980s products such as the 
National and Tiger.  One of 

the more unusual passenger carrying vehicles at the event was a 1927 Trojan car.  The 
Trojan was produced by Leyland at their Kingston-upon-Thames factory and many 
of the castings were produced in the Leyland foundry in Lancashire.  Such was the 
link between the two companies that Leyland salesmen were supplied with this type 
of car for visiting customers!  Parked next to the Badger TA4 of similar vintage you 
could almost think you had been transported back in time!
 Leyland fi re engines were never common products but we were lucky to have 
one lovingly restored example, an FK9 chassis, brought to the event by Bernard 
Rogers.  Buses from all parts of the country attended the event, the superbly restored 
Lion LT2 and Cheetah LZ2 represented the early petrol engined vehicles, purchased 
by Ribble from their local supplier Leyland Motors and transported to the event by 
the Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust.  Members of the Trust also travelled down to 
the event in their early L2 Leopard with Harrington bodywork restored and driven 
by former Leyland employee David Prescott.  
 Leyland operators local to Quorn were represented by two Titans originally 

delivered to Leicester City 
Transport and an ex-Delaine 
Tiger Cub with local Yeates 
bodywork, brought to the 
event by their current owners.  
Representing a notable order 
gained by Leyland was one 
of the PD2/12s delivered 
to Midland Red, superbly 
restored and brought to our 
event from the Museum at 
Wythall.  Examples from the 
later passenger ranges were 
represented by the recently 

The oldest restored British-built motorbus, Mike’s 
London Central X2.         (Gary Dwyer)

Trojan 4-seat tourer, with the BMMO LD8 behind. 
(Mike Sutcliffe)
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restored National 2 
originally new to East 
Yorkshire and entered 
by Hull Bus Restorers.  
Jones International 
Coaches are regular 
Gathering attendees and 
this year they brought 
their Tiger B43, a vehicle 
they now own for the 
second time and which 
is still in regular service.
 Large vehicles 
were not the only 
exhibits at the event and a display of Radio Control trucks was brought along by 
Michael Crooks, Ian Watts and Stewart Allison, a group of enthusiasts who have 
expanded their model ranges to include Leylands.  The models are fully functional 
in many respects, including multi-speed gearboxes, steering and load tipping 
capability.  The display attracted 
considerable interest and demonstrated 
the skill involved in constructing and 
controlling the models.
 The day was a great opportunity 
to view all of the magnifi cent vehicles, 
talk to the owners and make new 
friends but all too soon it was time 
for vehicles to leave for home.  The 
sights and sounds of the lorries and 
buses departing made one appreciate  
the breadth of products produced by 
Leyland and the proud legacy we 
continue to enjoy.  A big “thank you” 
to the vehicle owners for bringing their 
vehicles to the event and we hope you 
all enjoyed the event.  Thanks also to 
the Great Central Railway for their 
help in organising the event and their 
hospitality on the day.  If you have 
any feedback on the event, positive or 
negative, we would be pleased to hear 
it so that we can bear those comments 
in mind when planning any future 
events.

Two of the Ribble Group’s entries were this Leopard and the 
immaculate Cheetah, with Mr T Ellin’s Comet on the right.  

(Gary Dwyer)

One of Michael Crooks’ delightful and very 
accurate models.     (Stewart Allison)

The Yorkshire Woollen Tiger PS1, so 
representative of the early post war BET single 
deckers, entered by Gordon Brooke.   

(Mike Sutcliffe)
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Leyland Atlantean 281 ATC – from Peter Caunt, Australia
 I also have some comments to make about the Torque No.64 back page 
picture of 281 ATC.  I did my National Service between April 1956 and March 1958 
so missed the 1956 Commercial Motor Show and, of course, ATC 281.  As a Leyland 
fan with a great interest in Ribble Motor Services, I was most disappointed.  In April 
1964 I was around Leyland and took some photos from the banking on the opposite 
side of the road.  (What an interesting sequence of pictures Peter – and I’m not referring 
to the marching ladies – possibly the real reason for taking the photos in the fi rst place?! – 
Ed.)

Photo 2 - includes 
what appears to 
be a BET style 
single-decker, also 
possibly PTE 592, 
the Saro bodied 
Tiger Cub, and an 
Atlantean without 
destination box.

Photo 1 - shows 
what is possibly 
281 ATC as rebuilt 
with its rear 
engine “bustle,” 
looking rather 
sorry for itself, it 
was scrapped later 
that year.  Also the 
Albion Nimbus is 
in the picture and 
possibly a Tiger 
Cub test rig (now 
preserved as a 
lorry).

1

2
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Photo 5 - of 
it yet again, 
the Alexander 
Glasgow again 
and an interesting 
looking Leyland 
test vehicle! 

Photo 4 - is of that 
second prototype 
again, and

Photo 3 - shows 
this again, with 
the ex-Glasgow 
demonstrator and 
presumably the 
second prototype 
Atlantean 562095?

5

4

3

Leyland Torque 65.indd   Sec1:41Leyland Torque 65.indd   Sec1:41 25/9/14   22:46:5225/9/14   22:46:52



42 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 65    Autumn 2014

Memories of Leyland in Northern Ireland – from Miss Barry Munn
 My father Sydney Munn - known as “Bunty”, was the Leyland Motors’ 
representative in Northern Ireland until his sudden death in 1950.  I was ten years old 
when he died, but have vivid memories of living with Leyland.  There is no 
comparison with Leyland Motors in those days to any of the big companies now and 
in my mind, when they merged with BMC, that was the end of an era.  Leyland 
Motors was a family.  We knew all the people and their families that “Daddy” was 
involved with and, after his death, they all kept in touch with Mum and me and we 
used to visit them in England.  Stuart Cartmell and his two daughters, and Victor 
Pilkington and his wife Edith (“Pilks” and Auntie Edith) were two of the many I 
remember most.  (Cartmell was Home Sales Manager and “Pilks” was Leyland’s Director 
of Engineering – see over-leaf).
 Daddy was more involved with the bus end, Joe Potter who had a garage in 
Belfast, distributed the lorries for him.   In Northern Ireland at that time there were 
two bus companies, one served the city and one the rural area.  The Ulster Transport 
Authority (UTA) as it was then, was managed by Jim Courtney (Uncle Jim) and 
bought all their buses from Leyland for the rural areas; he along with his family 
became fi rm friends, and remained so until their deaths.
 In those days few people had cars.  Leyland gave Daddy a car, but on his 
instructions we were not allowed to take advantage of it – it was “strictly for business 
only”.  We used to visit a great uncle in the country every Sunday in a green Leyland 
bus, which we called a “Bread and Butter Bus”.  I was so proud getting into those 

buses, as at that age not really 
understanding what Daddy did, I thought 
he “had physically built the bus”!

 Periodically Leyland “came to Belfast”, 
and Daddy went to England quite often - 
Leyland had a guest house near Preston, 
where he stayed.  When Leyland were 
here there always was a dinner with 
Daddy’s business partners and the Leyland 
people.  It was held in the Midland Hotel, 
which was run by the UTA.  I was always 
included, and I was as proud as punch to 
think I was going to a “big peoples” 
dinner.  I was given strict instructions by 
Mum that I only spoke when I was spoken 
to.  Those dinners I loved and I think gave 
me a champagne taste on a beer income!
 Daddy used to go down to the offi ce on 
a Saturday morning and the thing I loved 
most was to go with him.   His Secretary 
was not there and he plonked me down in 

“Bunty”, in the Leyland Head Offi ces.  Note 
the picture on the wall – what an amazing 
co-incidence!  (see the follwing letters)
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front of the typewriter, which I think gave me the grounding for my love of secretarial 
things.  On the way home we used to get lots of goodies, sweets, crisps, lemonade etc.  
Because of the War, in those days goodies were short, but Daddy always “knew a 
man”, who could get him these things.
 As I said Daddy died suddenly in 1950 at the age of 50.  Charles Clutsom 
took over until his sudden death, then Leyland closed the Belfast offi ce and controlled 
things from Preston.
 Leyland was my young life, and when Daddy died they offered to pay for my 
education.  Mum took this offer in place of a Widows Pension.  I was sent to a lovely 
boarding school, which now I realise was such a brilliant offer, and I will always be 
grateful to Leyland for helping to making me what I am today, and for the friends we 
made, but mostly to Daddy for leaving me with so many Leyland memories  –  even at 
the age of 10.  (Well, thank you for sharing these memories with us, Miss Barry Munn – Ed.)
Lions Book, Front Cover – from Cyril McIntyre
 The picture on the wall at Leyland!   On the front cover of the Lion book 
the picture had been cropped and hence does not show the full picture from my 
collection.  The complete framed poster hung on a wall in the CIE bus depot offi ce at 
Capwell, Cork for many years.  I arranged for it to be photographed around 1969/70 
and on removal from the frame it became clear that the Irish tricolour fl ag on the 
castle had been cleverly painted over an original Union Jack.  The GSR lettering on 
the bus and bus stop sign were also additions.  One suspects that it was originally a 
Leyland poster, suitably ‘doctored’ for GSR publicity purposes.  (Yes, the picture had to 
be cropped slightly in order to fi t the shape of the box in which it had to fi t.  It is reproduced 
here without cropping and showing its title “Over the Hills and Far Away” – Ed.)
          Jack McCullagh 
was also fascinated by the 
cover illustration “as it 
appears to feature a Great 
Southern Railway bus in 
what looks rather like an 
English setting.  As far 
as I know, but subject to 
correction, the GSR did 
not have any Lions until 
1934 when it took over the 
Irish Omnibus Company 
operation and fl eet.  It 
retained the red and white 
livery of the IOC and 
substituted its initials on 
the side panels in a format 
very similar to that used by 
the IOC.”
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Three Leyland Men – from Mike Sutcliffe
          In Miss Barry Munn’s interesting letter above, she mentions three senior 
Leyland managers.  I have spent a lot of time researching the names of hundreds 
of employees, from 1896 up to about 1960, and managed to follow their career 
paths through Leyland Motors, collecting a large number of photographs of the more 
senior people.  It just so happens that all three of the men mentioned in the letter can 
be depicted here, and with a summarised career history:

 

(right) Charles R Clutsom  –  First 
mentioned 22/3/28, to Greece in 1930 for 
2 years, to Calcutta 1/5/35 (possibly to 
replace Mr Rostron?), still there 2/46, but 
to Eastern Regional Manager by 10/48 (at 
CM Show), by 10/50 N Ireland RM. 

(left)  Stuart Cartmell  –  First mentioned 
24/11/22, Manager of Leeds Sales 
Offi ce by 9/25, then appointed Home 
Sales Manager (GB & NI) 14/4/44, in 
post until 1/7/50 at least.

Victor W Pilkington (“Pilks”) –  
Appointed c1919 to assist Dr HF 
Haworth and became Asst. Chief 
Engineer (to replace Capt. JW Dodds 
by 6/28), to Chief Engineer 1/12/36, to 
Director of Engineering 13/6/45.  Left 
to go to Dennis Bros 11/49 but returned 
2 years later, Retired 25/7/62, then 
Technical Consultant.
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Does any reader have any memories of these people or any other stories to tell?   
If so, it would be very good to hear from you.  When reviewing the management 
structure of Leyland, two points are immediately very striking:

It was clearly a very friendly place to work, despite probably being rather - 
poorly paid, and
By the 1950s/early 1960s, the majority of senior management had been in - 
post for a long time and were nearing retirement.  This happened also at 
AEC and Gardner and it could not bode well for the future of the company, 
particularly in the turbulent times that were to follow.

(Your editor has copies of the monthly General Manager’s Reports from 1923 to 1960s.  
They are very detailed (incl. chassis numbers in places and details of rivals), and are 
especially interesting in the period to 1939.  If any member wishes to view them/carry out 
research, you are more than welcome, by prior arrangement).

Crompton Leyland Electricars Ltd – from Mike Fenton
          The battery-electric bus on page 45 of Torque No.64 was actually CWO 516K 
and I photographed it in Leeds - in April 1972 on the same service.  According to my 
records it was new in November 1971 and was indeed based on a 900FG chassis, with 
the chassis number 403975.  It had a Willowbrook nine-seat body (No.71048) and, 
as ever with such vehicles, the batteries were incredibly heavy, hence the abysmal 
seating capacity. Peter Greaves confi rmed that it was a Leyland Redline 900FG and 
it had a B9F + 17 standing body, being in service with Leeds Corporation from 4/72 
until 27/7/72.  The owner was the Department of Trade & Industry, loaned to Leeds 
and other operators.

Hawke’ s Bay Vintage Machinery Club – from Sandy Stewart 
           A two-day  “Junction Vintage Machinery Expo”  event was held recently at 
Takapau in New Zealand, organised by Neil Hamilton.  This truck was one of several 
on display described as centenarians.  It is owned by the Mills Family Charitable Trust 
and was once the mainstay of the J Mills Transport business which started in 1918 
with horse-drawn carts and traction engines. It is claimed to have been built in 1912, 
with 4.8-litre petrol 
engine and is the only 
one of its type in New 
Zealand.   Mike Sutcliffe 
adds  – But, not so!  It is 
a model X4.40.V, built 
between Nov 1913 and 
Aug 1914.  It has the X4 
40hp engine (approx 7 
litres) and the Class V (3 
ton) hind axle.  At some 
time it has acquired a 
later front axle with disc 
wheels from a Leyland The Mills X4.40.V with RAF Type front wheels and axle
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Subsidy Class A (RAF 
Type).  The lorry was 
apparently retired in the 
1940s and sat under a 
tree for about 50 years 
and was then restored 
over four years at 
Hawke’s Bay.  
 Another lorry 
of the same unusual 
export model, with a 
large engine in a 3 ton 
chassis, used to be at the 

Tokomaru Steam Engine Museum, about 50-60 miles north of Wellington on the 
North Island.  That one was chassis S383/1385, engine 4/118, built in November 
1913.  It was fi rst registered in 1914 to the State Coal Co, Wellington, being sold 
to a Mr G Selby of Wellington in 1924.  Colin Stevenson, who founded the Steam 
Museum, bought the lorry from Mr Selby in December 1995 and planned to restore 
it.  It was, however, sold recently to Peter Jackson, the famous fi lm director in NZ, 
for restoration and use in fi lm work.  It will be recognised that Peter Jackson bought 
quite a number of First War lorries, and remains of lorries, at the Michael Banfi eld 
auction in June this year.  These included the only remaining example of a First War 
Leyland Subsidy B lorry – see page 3.
Leyland Constructor, F38 FFC – from Jeff Sproston
 The six wheeler Constructor in the Peter Davies “South Midlands” section  of 
Torque No.63, page 9, seems to be a mystery to you all – strange as it’s entered many 
Leyland and Gaydon gatherings!  It was badged up as a 24.26, with the original front 
badge painted out.  A picture of the same photo (which I have on my bedroom wall) states 
on the back that it had the 1160 DAF engine.  It was sold from Smiths to M&M skip 
hire, Witney, Oxfordshire in August 1997, then being purchased by myself in September 
2001.  It ran full time until March 2012, but is currently on SORN and in store.
 It is actually a 24.23 TL11 B, 230 hp, with Spicer gearbox and Leyland axles 
with the newer 23 bolt hub reductions.  The chassis number is SBLD6743LLCJ12536, 
fi rst registered in August 1988, and it is fi tted with Tadchurch rubber suspension on 
the rear, probably because Smiths ran mainly Fodens.  We have fi tted an easy sheet 
and cut the tailboard in half but otherwise it is exactly as it was with Smiths, even the 
colour scheme.  Notice the weights and measures lead seal on the Neville Charold 
body on Peter’s photo and its full set of cast steel wheels. These are now on another 
redundant Constructor.  I still only run Leylands, using a 1986 Cruiser full time on 
short and long distance, having just completed two trips to Glasgow as I write this.  
Not bad for a 28 year old HGV!  (That’s very good to hear Jeff!  Incidentally, the DAF 
1160 (11.6 litres) was an updated version of the Leyland O.680.  It also resembles an O.680 
externally in many ways - Oh what might have been?! – Ed.)

The X4.40.V at Tokomaru Steam Museum
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SALES  &  WANTS
Wanted for 1971 Southdown Leopard,  1835, UUF 335J, chassis 7100472, 
PSU3B4R - 2-speed high-ratio axle, speedo generator and control mechanisms, or 
any parts which would contribute towards making one up, as well as any other general 
Leopard or Plaxton Elite spares.  John Roberts email thuroberts@blueyonder.co.uk 
or tel: 020-8651-2640.

COVER PICTURES
Front Cover                    
          Madrid Tramways bought fi ve Leyland Titan TD2s which were delivered in 
April – May 1933, with chassis 4572-76.  This delightful picture of No.3 shows that 
they had rather “confused-looking” Leyland Hybridge bodies on right hand drive 
chassis but also had right hand entrances.  Note the taller “Tiger type” of radiator for 
improved cooling and late-TD2 dumb-irons.    (Leyland Society Archive)
Back Cover   
           The conveyor line at BX Factory on Leyland’s Farington site with a Leyland 
Hippo 20.H9, just about to receive its cab, photographed on 5th September 1955.   
(BCVMT  L051361)
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 Opinions and views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
Society, its offi cers nor the Editor. The Editor would be pleased if members could bring to his 
attention any errors. Every effort is made to give due credit for all photographs and material 
used. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, then the Editor must be informed 
to enable acknowledgement to be made. Under the Data Protection Act 1984, the Society 
gives notice that membership records, Leyland Vehicle Register details and Leyland Torque 
dispatch information are held on a data base. The Society undertakes that this information is 
not divulged to any outside agency or individual.
 This issue of Leyland Torque has been produced by Mike Sutcliffe, with proof reading 
by John Bennett, Gordon Brooke and Michael Crooks. It was printed by AB Print Group, Leeds. 
Distribution by RnB Mailing, Leeds. Items for inclusion in the Winter 2014 issue should be 
sent to the Editor by 20th October 2014, please.

 When this coach was delivered in 1956 it caused quite a sensation.  The reason 
for this, though it looks like any other Plaxton bodied underfl oor heavyweight, was 
that it had a Leyland Royal Tiger Worldmaster RT3/1 chassis, something virtually 
unheard of for the Home Market at the time.  The operator, Ellen Smith of Rochdale, 
was clearly very pleased with it because they went on to purchase another, SDK 442, 
this time model RT3/2, in 1958.   Both were rebodied by Plaxton later in their long 
lives of 23 and 25 years respectively, the newer coach ultimately being preserved.   
(Leyland Society Archive)

TWO TALES FOR THE PRICE OF ONE!
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Leyland Fleet Series
Books recording the operators and  eets of important Leyland customers
• Wigan Corporation £7.95
• Southport Corporation £7.95
• Leigh Corporation £8.95
• Leyland Fire Engines 1930-1942 £8.95
• Buses of Burnley, Colne & Nelson £8.95
• Plymouth City Corporation £8.95
• The History of Halton Borough Transport £8.95
• Ribble Double Deck Coaches £8.95
• Edinburgh Corporation & Lothian £9.95
• The Leyland Lion (Origins to 1929) £14.95       Prices including P&P

Leyland Torque and Journal
All back numbers of Torque and Journal are 
available
• £6.00 for Torque
• £8.00 for Journal
(With special deals for larger quantities)

Binders are also available which hold 8 issues
• £7.00 for Torque
• £8.00 for Journal
Prices inc P&P 

Society Clothing
Placket Sweatshirt
Available in Navy Blue, and Burgundy
Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL
£25.84 inc P&P                                     
Polo Shirts, Body Warmers and High Visibility 
Waistcoasts are also available, more details 
can be obtained at www.leylandsociety.co.uk

Rally Mementos
Available for most Leyland Gatherings see 
website or brochure for other Badges available.
The Badges features are from the 2010, 
2011, 2012 and 2013 Rallies. 
Price £7.00 each including P&P

See our website for special offers - www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Please send your order to the address below

All prices include P&P for UK orders only
Payments should be made to “The Leyland Society”

The Leyland Society, 40 Bodiam Drive, Toothill, Swindon, Wilts  SN5 8BE

Baseball Cap £11.99
inc P&P

SOCIETY SALES
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 www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1137856
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