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 This issue of Torque includes another excellent article by Martin Phippard on 
overseas activities involving Leyland Motors, this time in India.  Following my request 
for information on Leyland’s association with Ashok, several interesting topics have 
been raised and with quite a diverse range of information and photographs.  I have 
decided therefore to deal with these individually in Torque as it is impractical to put 
them all into one article.  In Torque No.57 we saw the Comet double decker found 
by John Shearman (they did also have open top double decker bodies on Leyland 
Badgers and Beavers around 1930 when Mr Rostron was the Indian Sales Manager), 
and there will be more to come.
 We are now starting to derive great benefi t from items being acquired and 
digitised for our Archive and will continue to do so.  Several of the photographs 
taken by the late Bob Davis are included in this issue and these have contributed 
enormously to the material available, particularly for our most popular topic, “Odd 
Bodies”.  There was such an enormous response to the picture of the Harrington 
bodied Tiger TS2 of Wright Bros, Nenthead, that these are included in an “Odd 
Bodies Special” – “Riding on the Rhino” which goes on to describe all the Leylands 
in the Wrights’ fl eet.  This is an ideal example of when one delves into a subject, 
much more information is exposed to the benefi t of all those who are interested in the 
topic – we can all learn more and this helps us to achieve our charitable objectives 
and derive a lot of pleasure from our interest.
 In addition to our regular contributors, particularly Allan Condie and Gordon 
Brooke, I would like to thank John Bennett for his help in putting together material 
for Torque , also Neil Steele who helps enormously and is very supportive, and 
proof reads everything.  It is a big job to produce four copies of Torque each year, 
especially when working by day, and with every one of the 60 to 70 photographs 
receiving very detailed attention in Photoshop to obtain the best possible results.
          2013 will surely be a better year for the weather, let’s hope so for our Gathering, 
and we hope to see you in Leyland in July.
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SOCIETY GATHERING AT LEYLAND, 
Sunday 7th July, 2013

 Planning for the 2013 Society Gathering in Leyland is well underway by the 
time you read this issue of Torque and we already have a good number of entries 
to the event.  Our display will be formed in the car park of the British Commercial 
Vehicle Museum (BCVM) in King Street, near Leyland town centre and we would 
appreciate early entry of vehicles as soon as possible so we have an indication of 
fi nal entry numbers and can start planning the display.  An entry form for the event 
is included with this issue of Torque so if you are considering bringing a vehicle, 
please return it with two SAE’s to the address on the form.  Remember, you don’t 
have to be a vehicle owner or Society member to attend the event, all are welcome to 
enjoy the display.  It is hoped the Ribble Vehicle Preservation Group will have their 
vintage bus services running around the local area on the Sunday, details of which 
will be fi nalised in the coming months. 
          As mentioned in the previous issue of Torque, the BCVM is organising a 
road run for Leylands on the afternoon of Saturday 6th, the day prior to our event.  
Starting from Leyland, the route is expected to include some challenging roads and 
allow drivers to take in the local scenery with some stops en route for photographs 
and refreshments.  If you would like to take part in the road run, please indicate this 
when returning your Gathering entry form and we will pass the details on to the 
BCVM.  On both Friday and Saturday nights there is planned to be a wide variety of 
live music.  Overnight vehicle parking will be available in the BCVM car park if you 
will be staying overnight on Saturday ready for Sunday.  We are trying to negotiate 
special overnight rates at local hotels so please indicate on your entry form if this 
would be of interest to you.  We will contact you after receipt of your entry form with 
details if we are successful so that you can make your own bookings.   Please ensure 
you include up to date contact details on your entry form – the last minute change 
of location last year demonstrated how important this information can be, especially 
an email address.  

MICHAEL BANFIELD
 Sadly, Michael Banfi eld, the former Chairman of the Historic Commercial 
Vehicle Society passed away on Monday, 28th January after a short illness.  He 
was born in 1936 and was a founding member of the Historic Commercial Vehicle 
Club in 1957, which went from strength to strength.  In 1962 the Club merged with 
the Vintage Passenger Vehicle Society to later become the Historic Commercial 
Vehicle Society, the largest such society in the country, possibly the world, catering 
for lorries and buses.  Throughout most of this time Michael was the leading light 
in the society – a member of the council of management since 1960 and Chairman 
from 1965.  In 1993 he was appointed Honorary Vice-President for life and Senior 
Executive Offi cer of the society. 
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 In the early days of preservation, it was Michael’s vehicles that set the 
standard for the quality of restoration, particularly in the late 1960s and 1970s, when 
his buses and lorries made impressive appearances on Brighton seafront each year.  
In addition to commercials, Michael had a number of veteran cars and had been a 
member of the Veteran Car Club since 1960.  He was Secretary and Chairman of the 
London section of the VCC until that closed, later he was both Vice-Chairman and 
Chairman of the executive committee, and was elected as a board member. 
 He served on the general committee of FIVA for 21 years, looking after the 
interests of historic vehicle owners and protecting them from potential un-sympathetic 
legislation from Brussels.  He was a committee member of the Federation of British 
Historic Vehicle Clubs for 12 years and was also a founder member, later committee 
member and treasurer, for the International Historic Vehicle Organisation.  In 2007 
he was awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award by The Transport Trust.
 Michael was a liveryman in the Worshipful Company of Carmen, and a 
Freeman of the City of London.  He is succeeded by wife Susan and son, John. 

THE  SOCIETY  ARCHIVE
 The Leyland Society Archive continues to grow in terms of acquiring material 
for use in future publications and digitising Leyland records and photographs.  Sandy 
Stewart from Australia, who has a collection of very early Leylands, has generously 
contributed the major cost of scanning, and converting to PDF format, eight very 
early bound volumes from Leyland Motors, going back to the days of the Lancashire 
Steam Motor Co in 1903.  They comprise of the fi rst two Drawing Offi ce Registers, 
covering the period 1903-1931 (excluding the “T” range from 1926) and the fi rst 
six Parts Registers (1907-1928, excl “T” range).   These show various extremely 
interesting developments in the Leyland model range, in fact every part is listed, 
with reference to the model, type of material used and frequently details of specials 
for customers.
 On receiving a memory stick with the eight fi les, Sandy’s comments were  -  
“Thank you!  A whole new world has just opened up for me – and perhaps this effort 
will inspire many others.  The parts numbers now make sense to me, and the register 
of drawings is tantalising.  And, I have so many questions for you I’m just not sure 
where to begin………..”   Would anyone reading this be interested in copies of the 
records?   As mentioned, Sandy has kindly paid the majority of the costs to have 
these PDFs made and they could be reproduced for you for a modest contribution 
towards the cost?  Please contact Mike Sutcliffe – see also Sales & Wants.
 Further progress is being made with converting microfi che records of build 
sheets into PDF format and we now have 19xx-xx covered in detail, some records 
even quoting registration numbers.  Interesting Leyland photos continue to be 
purchased on eBay, particularly from the Bob Davis collection, and we are now 
reaping the benefi t of having these pictures as you will see in Odd Bodies and the 
Wright Bros article.   These photographs help to reduce our reliance on offi cial 
collections where we have to pay for the use of photos.
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Business Secretary pays a visit to Leyland 
 Business Secretary Dr Vince Cable accompanied by Terry Scuoler, Chief 
Executive of the leading manufacturing industry body the Engineering Employers 
Federation, got behind the wheel of the latest in truck technology during a fact-
fi nding visit to Leyland Trucks on Thursday 10th January 2013.  Both toured the 
state-of-the-art assembly plant in Lancashire to see the high level of technology 
employed in what is the UK’s only volume truck assembly plant.  They were also 
able to learn at fi rst-hand about the impressive investments made in order to be 
able to design and produce industry-leading trucks meeting the upcoming Euro 6 
emission requirements.  During the visit they drove the brand new DAF XF fl agship 
model due to enter production in April in advance of these new European vehicle 
emission standards that come into effect at the end of the year. 
 Speaking during the visit, Dr Cable said: “The UK’s automotive industry is 
world-class and growing, underpinned by leading businesses like Leyland Trucks 

that are paving the way in innovation and bolstering 
exports.  This is why I am committed to working 
closely with the automotive sector in the Industrial 
Strategy to develop its strengths like R&D and skills 
that will help create the right conditions for long-
term sustained growth.”

left to right – Ron Augustyn, 
managing director Leyland 
Trucks, Business Secretary 
Dr Vince Cable, and Ray 
Ashworth, managing director 
DAF Trucks UK.
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          After the visit, Ron 
Augustyn, managing 
director of Leyland 
Trucks said: “On behalf 
of our 1,000 employees 
I was delighted to 
welcome Vince Cable 
and Terry Scuoler to 
Leyland Trucks to see 
for themselves the 
commitment that every 
one of our people has 
to building trucks of 
the highest quality and 
least environmental 
impact.”
PACCAR Direct
 Leyland Trucks’ offering of PACCAR Direct service, which delivers 
completed vehicles directly to customers, has given those customers added value 
to the high quality DAF trucks.  In conjunction with DAF and the U.K. DAF dealer 
network, over 700 vehicles have been delivered directly to the customer through 
PACCAR Direct.  Customers like Morrisons Supermarkets, Ryder Truck Leasing 
and Royal Mail utilize Leyland’s post production packages enabling vehicles to go 
directly from the Leyland facility to the customer site and into service on the same 
day.  PACCAR Direct options include a variety of aspects from generic pre-delivery 
inspection and tax and license registrations to more customer specifi c items such as 
tachograph calibration, electronic add-ons and custom vehicle graphics.  Regardless 
of the requested activities, PACCAR Direct gets new DAF trucks from Leyland to 
customers faster, providing real fi nancial benefi ts as they get their new truck into 
service quicker than the traditional manufacture and delivery methods.  2013 sees 
this direct vehicle supply continue with over 400 new PACCAR Direct orders for 
Morrisons and Royal Mail already received and slotted in for build.

Royal Mail LF55Morrisons CF85                                                                               

The new DAF XF105 Euro 6 model
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 For this edition of Torque Peter has selected a number of pictures depicting 
hauliers from the county of Bedfordshire. This county is probably most famous for 
being the home of Vauxhall cars and Bedford trucks alas now long gone, nonetheless 
the products of Leyland Motors and their successors found favour with operators 
in this county, some building up sizeable fl eets.  All of the photographs were taken 
by Peter Davies except where stated.  He lived and worked locally and was able to 
capture many examples of the local lorries on fi lm.
 Again, Malcolm Wilford has managed to identify many of them with chassis 
numbers by trawling through his extensive chassis records and we with thank him 
for that.   Neil Steele has kindly prepared the article for Leyland Torque.     

  
C C (Clive) Breed of Shefford, a typical Bedfordshire haulier, was engaged largely on brick 
cartage.  This 1967 26-ton Leyland Octopus 26LOT/1AR, chassis no.700378, line no.26, is 
well laden as it climbs Barton Cutting on the A6, north of Luton, in June 1976.  The scene 
has changed very much since then.

Leyland Torque 59.indd   Sec1:6Leyland Torque 59.indd   Sec1:6 8/3/13   16:38:238/3/13   16:38:23



Spring 2013 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 59 7

PTM 341 a  Leyland 24.O/5A Octopus tipper with 14 cu.yd. body, had chassis no. 551402, 
line no. 1993, was new to Welford Gravels of Bedford in October 1955.  Pictured in Park 
Street, Luton in August 1959. 

Based at British Road Services in Luton as no.FF21, SMJ 829, this Comet artic is loaded 
with Vauxhall export crates and is seen in Kimpton Road, Luton.  The lorry dates from 1957 
and was photographed in February 1965.
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Leighton Buzzard, February 1965.  69 LBM, a Super Comet 14SC/13R artic, chassis no. 
L11776, line no. 527, was new to Frederick Ray Ltd.  in July 1963. It is pictured coupled to 
a tandem axle semi-trailer ready to cope with some heavy work.

Retired from everyday haulage, EW 7078, a TSC7 Beaver, is seen at the age of 32 at Manor 
Road recreation ground Luton in March 1965, operated by C Manning of Kempston, Beds.  
It was new in June 1933 to Paine, St Neots.

Leyland Torque 59.indd   Sec1:8Leyland Torque 59.indd   Sec1:8 8/3/13   16:38:248/3/13   16:38:24



Spring 2013 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 59 9

Pictured in St Mary’s Road lorry park Luton, OBM 718, a 1955 Octopus 24.O/4A, chassis 
no.550531, line no.1860, was no.R27 of a batch of 20 (OBM 707-726) operated by London 
Brick Company, Stewartby, Bedfordshire.

This 1974 registered Leyland Reiver long wheelbase fl at-bed lorry was virtually brand new 
when photographed at owner E H Lobb’s yard in May 1974.  It was part of Leyland’s ‘Blue 
Line’ Albion-based, G-cabbed range.
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Not all Frederick Ray’s trucks wore the company’s green and red livery.  This 1979 
Marathon, EBW 275V, pictured at their Leighton Buzzard yard in June 1980, is in Unipart 
contract colours.  This one is named ‘The Chess’.

XEB 322T was a 1978 Bison 2 bulk tipper of B&R Haulage of Maulden, Bedfordshire, and 
poses at the company’s yard in May 1983.  The company also ran a couple of Octopus bulk 
tippers of the same era.
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A234 SFL was pictured in August 1984, a T45 Constructor 8, model 30-21, 30-ton gross 
tipper, belonging to Wildman Transport Ltd, Bedford, is seen working on improvements to 
the General Motors Proving Ground at Millbrook, Bedfordshire. 

This Leyland press picture depicts Ranwall of Luton’s 1979 Mastiff with trailer, allowing it 
to operate at up to 26/28 tons gross.  The Mastiff, formerly a BMC product, was powered by 
a Perkins V8-510 diesel; they were  built at Bathgate.
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(Please note that the FFT numbers are out of order so as to fi t logically on the pages. Item 
no. 218 is on page 14 – Ed.)
206.   Leyland Tiger TS5 and Lion LT4 (and LT6)
 Cyril McIntyre adds a few follow-up points on the extended LT4/TS5 feature 
in the last issue  – It seems almost certain that the 10 DUTC vehicles, see page 
23, were LT5A Lions and not LT4, as apparent from the LT5A radiator shown in 
the photo on page 20.  When originally built they had DUTC B32R timber-framed 
bodywork, but they were rebodied in 1941 with metal-framed B36R bodywork 
with the Scottish type cut-away entrance, similar to the 55 LT7 vehicles (N49-103).  
These were bodied with Alexander frames & shells, assembled by DUTC.  In total, 
37 AEC Regal 4, and 38 Leyland Lion LT5A, vehicles were rebodied in this manner 
during 1941/42, using Leyland frames and components ordered to body a batch of 
81 Leyland TD7s with double deck bodies, of which only 7 were delivered before 
bus production at Leyland ceased for the duration of the war.
 All the Irish Omnibus Co. LT4 Lions were bodied by the Great Southern 
Railway, but the Leyland origin of the design is obvious from the photographs on 
pages 19 and 21 and they were clearly built based on Leyland drawings.  In the 
latter years of WW2, bodies were swapped in the GSR fl eet between TS6/TS7/TS8/
LT6/LT9 vehicles, in efforts to maintain a serviceable fl eet.  Typically, a bus, which 
required major mechanical work, such as a replacement engine or transmission, but 
with bodywork in good condition, would have the body transferred to a bus which 
was in good mechanical condition, but required major attention to bodywork.  And, 
in 1945, a number of bodies from DUTC vehicles were transferred to former GSR 
vehicles, usually with the addition of a roof luggage carrier and access ladder. (It is 
a shame that no-one has yet come forward with a picture of a Tiger TS5 – perhaps none 
survive? – Ed.)  
212.   Tiger Cubs with Air Suspension 
 Southdown had one Tiger Cub with air suspension, car 1116 as Bruce MacPhee 
recalls, but it was probably a “retro-fi t”.  By chance, he assisted in converting it back 
to conventional springing c1967.  Bruce assumed that this was a prototype for the L2 
Leopards but might have been wrong.  Incidentally, 1115-1129, built in 1957, were 
among the fi rst Tiger Cubs to have Albion 5-speed gearboxes and were the very last 
to be bodied by John C. Beadle, Dartford.  To be precise, the L2 suspension was air-
assisted, still incorporating leaf-springs, and with radius rods for axle location which 
caused some problems with cracking.
217.   Unusual cab Door
 It would seem that this was a Ribble eccentricity but more photographic 
evidence is needed to decide whether this was an original fi tment on Leyland bodies or 
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a later alteration.  As for the Autovac, there is much evidence to show that locations got 
changed on overhauls and fi tting of replacement engines; the normal Titan TD7 location 
was under the bonnet – TD5s usually had the Autovac outside, on the front bulkhead.
 Richard Peskett adds  –  Grayshott Coaches were the last commercial operator 
of the former Ribble Motor Services TD7, RN 8995 having arrived at Grayshott after 
use by Smiths of Reading and Creamline of Bordon.  Pictures herewith show the rear 
hinged cab door and Autovac, all as per original.  The vehicle survived the severe 
winter of 1962/63, the picture being taken in the fi rst week of January when night 
time temperatures fell as low as 10oF; diesel froze as did everything else, the electric 
fi re underneath made no impression!  Second picture is on its last job to take boy 
scouts to camp at Goodwood in August 
1963.  It was retained by the owners for 
some months as it was hoped it would 
be sold for preservation but lost out to an 
ex-Southdown TD3.  It still managed to 
survive for another two years as an offi ce/
store in a Chichester scrapyard. 

 219.   Tiger diffs. and Titan tyres 
 Bruce MacPhee comments – Early Titans and Tigers had diffs. with 7in 
worm and wheel centres, but  the TD3 and TS6 had a redesigned unit with 7½in 
centres.  As well as being larger and having slightly different gearing for the standard 
ratio (5/27 against 4/22 for the old unit), this had Timken thrust bearings on the 
wormshaft instead of a double-row ball bearing and could easily be identifi ed by its 
fl attened end cover compared with the bulbous cover of the early type.  The new unit 
continued in use for subsequent pre-war Titans, but Tigers TS7 and TS8 reverted to 
the old 7 in. diff.  Does anyone know why?  (Malcolm Margetts – surely this is one for 
you?! – Ed.)
 The picture of the two Titans (Torque No.57, page 38) gives a clear comparison 
between the standard front wheels and tyres of the ex-Darwen TD5 and the dished-
wheels and smaller tyres of the ex-Birmingham vehicle, equipment that would 
normally be fi tted to a single-decker but which, as archive photos show, BCT specifi ed 

(Richard Peskett – both photos)
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from new.  (Thames Valley’s TD4 on p.46 confuses the issue; it has slightly dished 
front wheels but it appears to have the normal tyres, which should be 9.75/10.00-20 
front and 9.00-20 rear.)  Why were BCT able to run on tyres which were, on the face 
of it, of a lesser rating than that required for a double-decker’s front axle load?  
 The only answer I can think of is that they might have been the old high-
pressure type, which had a higher load rating; these were standard on Leyland goods 
chassis, but not late-1930s passenger models other than Titanic, which had 36 x 8 
all round.  In the same vein, this question was touched-upon in Torque No.6 with 
reference to London Transport, but I don’t think anyone had an explanation to offer.  
In the early post-war years, and with increasing unladen weights, most manufacturers 
specifi ed 11.00-20 tyres on the front of their double-deckers, yet London Transport 
ran on 9.00-20s.  
(A contemporary Dunlop chart quoted a maximum load per tyre of 45 cwt. for 11.00-
20 and only 31.5 cwt. for 9.00-20; these bear little resemblance to more modern 
tyres, e.g. a 9.00R20 Michelin X can carry half as much again).   

218.   Leyland Body Framework
Leyland sub-contracted 
a number of TD1 bodies 
when orders were 
more than they could 
handle, and the concerns 
involved would have 
machined their own 
timber components, 
using patterns supplied 
by Leyland.  However, 
Massey and Bromilow 
& Edwards continued to 
use what was the basic 
Leyland timber frame 
for some time, but with 
alterations to the front 
end of the bodies.   The 
availability of cheap 
machined timber from 
Leyland would have been 
a bonus.  Here are two 
Bromilow & Edwards 
examples, new to Bolton 
Corporation.    

Top - Titan TD2 , WH 4216, now with Crosville (Mike Fenton collection)
Bottom - Titan TD3c , WH 5405, on wartime hire in London, with Leyland similarities (OS)
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J Fishwick & Sons, Leyland had a batch of three Burlingham bodied TD4s which very 
much resembled the Leyland body, as late as December 1935, as can be seen with ATD 776 
standing next to TD1, TF 6919                           (OS – CF Klapper)
220.   Mystery Tiger – LRE 843    
 What is this?  (Not the best of photographs, but interesting and found by the late 
Wilf Dodds some time ago – Ed.)
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 India, incredible India!  It’s a country I had always wanted to visit yet, for 
some reason, I left it far too late and didn’t get around to making my fi rst journey 
there until early in 2012.  And what a truly remarkable and fascinating place it is, 
exceeding all one’s preconceptions by generous margins.  The noise, colours, smells 
and traffi c all leave an indelible mark.  But for me, unsurprisingly, it was the trucks 
that made the biggest impression.
 My fi rst encounter with the Ashok Leyland marque was back in the 1970s when 
my youngest daughter made her fi rst trip to India, and like all well-trained and dutiful 
off-spring she brought back a selection of photos of colourful little four-wheelers.  At 
that time, the Indian road transport scene was dominated by two-axle rigids, but even 
these proved of interest to enthusiasts like myself because of their rarity – in England 
at least.  The trucks in the photos were mainly from the stables of Tata and Ashok 
Leyland and it is the latter I will be concentrating on in this brief report.
 Ashok Motors was founded in 1948, a year after the British left India, 
by Raghunadran Saran when he entered into a contract with the Austin Motor 

Company.  The original agreement was set up 
with the intention of assembling and marketing 
Austin cars.  But, following the erection of a 
factory at Enmore, South of Madras in 1949, 
and the subsequent assembly of the fi rst Austin 
A40, it was decided that Leyland lorries would be 
built there too for a period not exceeding seven 

Top - Eight-wheel rigids can 
legally gross 31-tonnes but are 
frequently overloaded.  The 
‘covered wagon’ body is unusual.  
The British Leyland “Flying 
plughole” is proudly exhibited 
on the front of the lorry.
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years.  Consequently the fi rst four Comet 350 chassis appeared in 1951, these being 
destined for use as tippers with the Mangalore Tile Factory.
 Throughout the 1950s, the infrastructure in India was still largely dependent 
on the rail system built and developed under British rule, but in 1954 the government 
approved what was termed the ‘progressive manufacturing’ of Leyland commercial 
vehicles and a licence for 
the assembly of 1,000 
Comets was granted.  
Many Comet truck chassis 
were converted for use as 
passenger vehicles and the 
Comet single-deck bus was 
widely adopted.  Indeed, it 
is claimed that by 1963 the 
Comet bus was operated 
by every State in India and 
that more than 8,000 were 
in operation by that time.  
So one has to assume that 
the manufacturing licence 

A Leyland Royal Tiger PSU1/16 at the Ashok Motors Ltd plant in March 1955.  It had a 
Government built 46 seater body and was destined for Madras State Transport    

(BCVMT L050346)

Ashok Motors, later Ashok Leyland, was established in 1948.   
It began assembling Austin A40 cars, and soon progressed to 
Austin trucks (seen here on the assembly line)   

(Ashok Leyland, via Ed Burrows)
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was either exceeded or at least 
extended to a generous degree! 
          In 1955, the company was 
re-named Ashok Leyland Ltd and 
the British end of the operation 
made its fi rst fi nancial investment 
in the enterprise.  The growing need 
for larger passenger vehicles was 
proving increasingly obvious and in 
1967 India’s fi rst home-built Titan 
double-deck bus appeared on the 
heaving streets.  Production of the 
Titan ceased in Britain in 1968 but the 

model was to undergo a useful second life in India.  The original PD3 was modifi ed 
using a locally-built version of the Leyland O.680 diesel engine (designated the 
AL680) and heavy-duty fi ve-speed constant-mesh gearbox.  Such vehicles were 
to have a profoundly benefi cial effect on passenger transportation from that point 
onwards and production continued for several years.
 In 1970, a signifi cant order for no less than 1,000 6x4 Leyland Hippo 
forward control tippers was placed by the Indian Army, but another ten years was 
to pass before a civilian three-axle rigid, known as the Taurus, would become a 
standard factory option.  The Taurus formed part of the Tusker family of commercial 
vehicles (which started at 13-tonnes gvw) and some idea of the success of the 
model may be gained from the fact that the same names are still in use today.  In 
the interim ten years, the Indian Government granted Ashok Leyland a licence to 
produce up to 10,000 vehicles per annum and the company went on to introduce 
both the Viking and the Cheetah single deck buses.  The Cheetah featured the fi rst 
rear-engine installation in India and was claimed to be unpopular with drivers who 
complained of not knowing when to change gear because they were unable to hear 

the engine!
        By the mid 1980s, three additional 
manufacturing facilities had been 
opened in Hosur, Bhandara and 
Alwar and this expansion was later 
supplemented by a much-needed 
Technical Centre incorporating 
a test track.  The requirement for 
some sort of driver training was 
also recognised and by the mid 
1990s India’s fi rst Driver Training 
School was opened in Namakkai.
 The past fi fteen years have 
witnessed some interesting and 

The fi rst home-built Titan chassis, with local 
bodywork, and an interesting “tin front”

(Leyland Journal)

The Ford Cargo cab belies this 11.9 tonne (7.5 tonne 
load capacity) ‘Ecomet’ model’s Leyland-originated 
chassis             (Ashok Leyland)
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signifi cant developments within Ashok Leyland as the company continues to expand 
its production capacity and range of vehicles.  Some particularly interesting changes 
occurred in 1987.  The Leyland shareholding was acquired by a joint venture that 
included IVECO and the Ford Cargo range was launched in an attempt to expand 
the export market potential.  Although the Cargo is no longer produced, evidence 
of the cab’s ancestry is still evident in many Ashok Leyland models including the 
latest U-Truck.  In the same year, the company’s fi rst CNG-powered bus entered 
service in Mumbai and fi ve years afterwards India’s fi rst diesel-electric hybrid was 
introduced. Years later, the Czech light vehicle manufacturer Avia was acquired and 
joint ventures were established with both the Japanese truck builder Nissan and with 
the American construction equipment company, John Deere. 
 The fi rst decade of the 21st century saw many changes in the way the road 
transport industry was perceived by those engaged in it at 
whatever level.  Perhaps for the fi rst time it was recognised 
by legislators, bureaucrats and operators alike that the 
vehicles and roads which had allowed the infrastructure 
to expand slowly since the 1960s required nothing less 
than a massive and far-reaching overhaul.  As the slogan 
of the joint Indian-American truck builder Mahindra-
Navistar would later proclaim, “OK is no longer OK”.
 The years from 2000 onwards saw an industry 
still dominated by hundreds of thousands of four-wheel 
trucks designed to work at a maximum gross weight of 
16-tonnes.  The road network was both disjointed and 
inadequate yet the distances travelled often huge.  Drivers 
were underpaid and under-valued and the trucks they 
were driving at the bottom end of the scale in terms of 
comfort and effi ciency.  Most vehicles were still leaving 
the factory as a chassis-cowl, the timber cab and bodywork 
being built, often at the roadside, by local artisans. 

An Ashok Leyland Comet and a relatively modern Ashok Leyland Bus, no other details 
known                       (Ed Burrows)

All cab and bodywork 
panels are cut and shaped 
without the use of power 
tools, the electricity supply 
being erratic at best.
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The cab and bodywork are hand-built by road-side artisans located in many Indian towns 
and cities.
 While all this may have suited the conditions and requirements of the 1960s and 
1970s, the dawn of the 21st century demanded something different.  The Ashok Leyland 
‘U-Truck Platform’ was announced on 2nd January, 2010 and marked a signifi cant 
change of direction for the company.  The new model, complete with a factory-built 
cab of modern appearance, and featuring more powerful engines than had previously 
been available, spanned the weight range from 16 to 49-tonnes and embraced tippers, 

tractor units and general 
freight vehicles.  The 
company announced 
that a grand total of 
25-models would be 
introduced over the 
ensuing 18-months. 
 In some respects the 
legislation governing 
size and weights in India 
is reminiscent of that in 
force in the UK prior to 
1983 and the advent of 
Type Approval.  Rigid 
vehicles are designed 
for operation at 16-
tonnes (two-axles), 25-

The U Truck is the new face of Ashok Leyland. The 160 bhp 
2516 Super 6x4 weighs in at 25 tonnes.  Load capacity is 16 
tonnes                  (Ashok Leyland)
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tonnes (three-axles), and 31-tonnes (four axles).  An interesting development has seen 
the emergence in 2012 of fi ve-axle rigid freighters capable of operating at 37-tonnes 
gross.  Articulated vehicles, meanwhile, although allowed to operate at higher weights 
than rigids, are restricted by the fact that a tractor and semi-trailer are registered as a 
single vehicle and for this reason cannot be split!  This of course defeats the whole 
purpose of an articulated combination and hardly encourages operators to invest in 
such machines.  However, in recent months Lindsay Fox, founder and CEO of the 
huge Australian transport and logistics company Linfox, has been lobbying the Indian 
Government in an attempt to “drag the road transport legislation into the 21st Century”.  
Linfox has a thriving operation in India and uses at least 50 six-axle maximum-
capacity artics on a ded-
icated run hauling sheet 
and coiled steel 
1,800kms from Jam-
shedpur to Bangalore.
 Today Ashok 
Leyland claims to 
be the second largest 
manufacturer of comm-
ercial vehicles in India 
although its share is less 
than 20 percent of the 
total market.  However, 
the company offers a 
wide range of vehicles 
including four, six and 
eight wheel rigids, 
plus two and three-
axle tractor units with 
the traditional chassis-
cowl, together with a 
corresponding range of 
chassis-cabs and even 
vehicles complete with 
bodywork.  By European 
standards the trucks are 
very under-powered, 
the 8x2 rigid 3116-il 
for example, having 
what would appear to 
be a wholly inadequate 
160hp engine under the 
cab.  But, although this 

Current legislation in India recognises an articulated vehicle 
as one unit meaning that there is no possibility of swapping 
trailers! (Note the face embossed into the road sign)

Ashok Leylands such as this hard-worked eight-wheeler are 
also popular in Nepal.  The modest engine power in the Ashok 
Leylands means that drivers work hard in the mountainous 
Nepalese terrain.
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eight-wheeler can legally gross 31-tonnes, speeds in India are low as a result of poor 
roads.  Consequently fuel consumption for this truck is claimed to be 5.57 km per 
litre which – if my calculations are correct – works out at something approaching 
15-mpg!  That being the case one can almost understand the reluctance to develop 
more powerful engines. 
 The biggest diesel offered by Ashok Leyland at present is the 225hp version 
found in the U-Truck.  This power output, however, falls a long way short of the 
380hp Cummins-based engines offered by Tata Trucks but is more powerful than the 
Mahindra-Navistar 210hp Maxxforce diesels developed by Navistar in the U.S. 
 Refl ecting for a moment on my personal experience I can confi rm that certain 
regions have varying concentrations of trucks.  In Delhi and Agra for example, 
one sees many more Tatas than Ashok Leylands and can almost be forgiven for 
believing that 90-percent of the trucks on India’s roads are produced by Tata.   In 
Mumbai, however, the situation is very different and although there are more Tatas 
on the roads, there are healthy numbers of Ashok Leylands too.  In the passenger 
transport sector I would hazard a guess that Ashok Leylands actually outnumber 
Tatas.  In Chennai, home to Ashok Leyland, the marque is very prominent as is to be 
expected.
 In conclusion I would urge anyone contemplating a trip to India to wait no 
longer!  It is always manically busy and can be dirty, hot and smelly, yet the people 
are amazing and the road transport scene without equal.  The way I see it too is that the 

In India everything happens at the roadside and even major repairs are carried out by 
competent if untrained mechanics.  Note the additional air tank fi tted just behind the rear 
axle!
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country is poised 
on the brink 
of signifi cant 
changes which 
will usher in 
larger, more 
modern vehicles 
thereby sounding 
the death knell 
for the smaller, 
traditional four 
and six-wheel 
rigids – indeed 
such changes are 
already underway.  
Such initiatives 
will alter the face 
of the country 
forever and not 
for the best; at least as far as the tourist and road transport devotee is concerned.   
Bon Voyage!                (Note – All photographs by Martin Phippard except where stated)

This stylish six-wheel rigid seen at the wholesale grain market in Mumbai is neatly sheeted 
and roped.  Note the British Leyland roundel and the registration number also carried on 
the side of the lorry at the back.

The wooden cabs offer little in terms of driver comfort but are robust 
and easily repaired if damaged in an accident.  Note the wiring “loom” 
with several repairs and modifi cations carried out using masking tape!
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A busy scene at the docks with twelve out of a batch of 18 Leyland Titan PD2/1s being ferried on the “SS Garlic Empire”  (a rather odd name!) from Preston Docks to Douglas in the Isle of Man.  They 
carried Leyland “Hybridge” H30/26R bodies and were loaded on 15th February 1949, to arrive on the following day.   Most of these Titans had very long service lives on the Isle of Man. (BCVMT L037217)

TWELVE  TITANS  FOR  ISLE  OF  MAN  ROAD  SERVICES  LTD.
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Thanks to Peter Bate, John Bennett, John Bradbury, Maurice Doggett, Mike Fenton, 
Richard Gadsby, Peter Greaves, Bob Kell, Lynn McIntyre, Roger Mills, Alan Pritchard, 
Mike Sutcliffe, Alan Townsin and Gary Ward. 
McConnachie, Campbeltown, Tiger TS8, DJ 8090 (Torque No.58)
 This bus was new to St Helens as a Leyland bodied Tiger TS8c, chassis 
no.17671, with a full width canopy, being converted to a “crash” gearbox in 1946.  
It was fl eet No.80 originally but renumbered 246 in 1948.  Withdrawn in December 
1951, it then went, via Lancashire Motor Traders (dealer), to McConnachie.  DJ 
8090 was never rebodied but was rebuilt from the bulkhead forward with its canopy 
removed to resemble the Roe bodied Bristols delivered in 1948 and the six pre-
war Tigers rebodied by Roe in 1949 or 1950.  The latter were sold about 1954 
to independent operators and one of them, DJ 6058, a TS6c, can be seen here for 
comparison when it was with Taylor (Ideal Service), Cudworth, Yorks.  You can see 
how closely the front of the rebuilt Leyland body resembles the Roe body.  

 DJ 8092 can be seen in the background of the original photograph, 
showing how DJ 8090 would have appeared before being rebuilt.  The 
photograph of DJ 8081 when new, another of the same batch, shows this more 
clearly.  In the late 1940s St Helens contracted major bodywork to outside 

(OS Collection)
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fi rms as they were in the process of revamping their own workshop and it is 
not known who rebuilt DJ 8090, two possibilities being Bankfi eld Engineering 
of Southport and Marsdens of Warrington.  My thanks to Peter Bate of the St Helens 
Transport Museum for much of the above information.   
Trimdon M.S., Leyland Tiger TS7, Roe, LPT 640 (Torque No.58)
 LPT 640 was a Tiger TS7, chassis no.12855, with a Roe B32F body new 
to County, Lepton in March 1937 as fl eet No.55, registration VH 9930.  It is seen 
here on home territory in Emley during the extremely severe winter of early 1947.  

(BCVMT L021781)

(Kirklees Archive)
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(Emley is adjacent to the Emley Moor TV transmitter tower, which at 1084ft is the 
highest free-standing structure in the UK.  At over 850ft above sea-level, Emley 
is often subject to very bad weather in Winter.)  No.55 passed to Favourite Direct 
Services Ltd, Bishop Auckland in 1949 and was reregistered LPT 640 in June 1950, 
when it was altered to B35F.  This could also be when the other modifi cations were 
made to the body and that might be the reason for the re-registration.  There were 
quite a number of alterations made; the louvres over the side windows, the side 
destination box and the Roe waistrail have all gone and the porch entrance too.  A 
fancy valance behind the front mudguard has been added and the destination box has 
been replaced.  In spite of being told that it is instantly recognisable as a Roe body, I 
still don’t think so.  (…and I don’t think the side panels look right either!)
     In 1952, Brunskill, trading as Direct Services (Bishop Auckland) Ltd, bought 
Favourite Direct.  He also bought Trimdon Motor Services and LPT 640 seems to 
have been transferred to TMS then.  It was withdrawn by them in May 1959.    
Wright Bros., Leyland Tiger TS4, AG 8247 (Torque No.58)   
 There was a good response to this one, although not all agree completely.  
The registration belonged to a Titan TD2, chassis No.738, in the Western SMT fl eet 
and the body came from a North Western Tiger TS1 which had been rebodied by 
Harrington in 1934.  As Alan Townsin points out, the problem is that the wheelbase 
of a TS1 was 1ft longer than that of a TD2.  So was the chassis lengthened or the body 
shortened?  It is known that in 1945 Wright also bought two ex-SMT TS4 chassis, AG 
8281 and VD 1432, and these were also fi tted with second hand Harrington bodies.  It 
seems likely that Wright used the best bits of the TD2 chassis and a third TS4 chassis 
to make a good one out of the two and the resulting vehicle kept the identity of the 
TD2.  Adding weight to this suggestion, the chassis number was changed to 2/738 
when it was running for Wright Bros.  The source of this third TS4 chassis is not 
known.  It did not appear to originate with SMT since all the others sold by them at 
that time have been accounted for.  For further details see the accompanying article 
in Odd Bodies Extra, ‘Riding on the Rhino’, about Wright Bros, Nenthead.
GE Martin-Cooper, Stockbridge, Leyland Cub, YD 4706 (Torque No.58)
 This is much more straightforward.  It was a Leyland KP3, chassis no.505, 
with Duple C20R body, no.2834, new to Western National in May 1932 as its fl eet 
No.3369.  It passed to CJ Worsley (Happy Days/Brownie Coaches), London SE9, 
in January 1939 and then to Martin-Cooper, Stockbridge c1943.  This business 
eventually became part of Hants and Sussex.  YD 4706 was scrapped by March 1952 
by which time it must have looked quite archaic.  The high fl oor-line is the result of 
fi tting luggage lockers under the fl oor.

NEW ITEMS
Wilsons Coaches, Bedford OB, CNL 262
          “What is a Bedford doing in Leyland Torque?” I hear you cry.  Well, this one is 
carrying a body from a Leyland, so what is the story behind this?  Who created this 
mongrel and what was the source of the body?  Who is that leaning on a headlamp? 
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A.B. Wilson, Horsley?? - Leyland Tiger TS3, FPT 215
 Bob Davis (in the photo) took many of the photographs used in Odd Bodies 
and he sadly died recently.  FPT 215 was re-registered after military use, then had a 
series of owners, its antique looking body being modernised.  Who was the original 
owner and who built the body?

(RC Davis)

(RC Davis)
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Pelere Motors, Leyland Tiger TS4, WJ 3558
 What an attractive looking vehicle.  See the care that has been put into the 
details of its presumably replacement body e.g. the sloping lower edge to the louvres 
over the windows so that rain does not drip onto the windows and the neatly modifi ed 
front wings. 

Lawrence’s, Leyland Cheetah LZ(?), FLX 773
          Somebody must have thought it a good idea to make it appear to be full-fronted 
when seen from the side and how about the fancy decoration?  Was it built like this, 
what is its history?  That is another of Lawrence’s coaches alongside, looking much 
more presentable.

(Peter Greaves collection)

(RC Davis)
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 The Odd Bodies picture of Wrights AG 8247 (Leyland Torque No.58, page 
30) has produced a fl urry of correspondence and comment the result of which is this 
compilation.  There were three of these Harrington bodied Leylands in the Wright 
fl eet, but the most unusual and most widely remembered was AG 8281, the one fi tted 
with a Gardner engine which necessitated the radiator being moved forwards and the 
bonnet extended.
 In Buses magazine, in April 1977, an anonymous author explains something 
of the fascination of this vehicle.  “I called this bus the Rhino for obvious reasons and 
I loved it.  Puzzled passengers wondered at my father, an elderly amicable clergyman as 
he would ask if they minded if we moved back in the queue.  The reason for this curious 
behaviour was a quick count by his son which soon showed which 32 passengers would ride 
in the Rhino.  My mother gave in to this eccentricity as it meant for the next 3 ½ hours she 
would have peace from me.”

     Three and a half hours was the journey time on 
Wrights notable service from Newcastle to Hexham, 
Alston, Penrith and Keswick established in 1930 when 
it was taken over from JG Ridley of Haltwhistle along 

Top - “The Rhino” waits in 
Newcastle ready for its next 
journey west     (RC Davis)
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with the fi rst Leyland for Wrights, a Lioness.  Wrights still operate the service today, 
but now only in the summer season, a remarkable continuity of operation for over 
eighty years.  The route is a challenging 82 miles, especially beyond Hexham where 
it leaves the A69 turning south on the A686 before descending through a series of 
hairpin bends to cross the River Allen and then climbing to the highest market town 
in England, Alston. After Alston, where a twenty minute break is traditionally taken 
the A686 reaches Hartside Summit at an altitude of 1,903 feet, followed by another 
steep descent into the Eden valley to Penrith and on to Keswick.   The service was 
always popular, especially during the Second World War when many children were 
evacuated from Newcastle to the Lake District and anxious parents made the long 
journey to visit their offspring.  In the post-war travel boom it was not unusual for a 

dozen or more vehicles 
to muster for the main 
daily departure from 
Newcastle, the queue 
patiently shuffl ing for-
wards as our fi rst cor-
respondent described.
 The three Leylands 
which gained Harring-
ton bodies had all 
originated in Scotland.  
VD 1432 and AG 8281 
were Leyland Tiger 
TS4 coaches new to 
Western SMT, but 
passed to SMT with the 
Airdrie area services in 

1935.  They were withdrawn in 1945 and sold to Wrights in March.  Alan Townsin 
noted them in 1946 carrying Harrington coach bodywork which had been removed 
from North Western Road Car coaches of the DB 9404 to DB 9415 batch of Leyland 
Tiger TS1s.  These vehicles had been involved in a complex series of bodywork 
exchanges whilst with North Western, apparently with the object of keeping modern 
bodywork on petrol engined chassis for coach work.  The chassis of the DB batch 
dated from 1931 and the bodies from 1934, but after military service in the Second 
World War the bodies were deemed to be in poor condition.  They were replaced by 
Harrington bodywork from 1934 Leyland TS6 chassis (JA 2257 to JA 2265 and JA 
2267) which had been in store since 1943 when the chassis received Burlingham bus 
bodywork and the engines were adapted to run on producer gas.
 The distinctive Harrington bodies of 1934 removed from the DB registered 
Leylands were sold to dealers and a number appeared on other chassis.  The Wright’s 
vehicles were all rebuilt in a similar way, the coach “slam” type door being replaced 
with a sliding door and the glass louvres replaced by metal rainstrips, but the stepped 

The three Harrington bodied Tigers together at Alston.  The 
location is still recognisable today!                        (RC Davis)
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waistrail and coach seating confi rms their origin.  Alan has a note indicating that one 
of these vehicles had been renovated by Lowe of Cheadle.  VD 1432 ran for Wrights 
with a Leyland petrol engine, but AG 8281, “The Rhino”, had a Gardner 6LW engine, 
hence its unusual appearance.
           The third Harrington bodied Leyland, AG 8247, is much more of a mystery.  
The registration belongs to a Leyland Titan TD2 which was part of the Ayr tramway 
replacement fl eet.  It ran for Western SMT, no.259, until withdrawn in August 
1944 and was sold to Glasgow dealer, Sanderson, in October 1945.  Alan Townsin 
examined this vehicle after it had entered service with Wrights with a third former 
North Western coach body by Harrington.  The TD2 had a wheelbase of 16ft 6in, the 
Tiger chassis from which the body came had a wheelbase of 17ft 6in, thus the body 
would need to have been shortened to fi t the double deck chassis.  It is quite clear that 
this had not been done and the clue is in the chassis number recorded on the PSV disc, 
2/738, rather than simply 738, which was the chassis number of the Titan.  AG 8247 
had a Tiger TS4 chassis of unknown origin, evidenced by the recording of the actual 
TD2 chassis, stamped with no.738, dumped at Wright’s Nenthead premises!  It has 
been suggested that the Tiger chassis was number 189, but this number belongs to a 
Leyland Badger TA1 of the Metropolitan Transport Supply Co, London E3, a normal 
control chassis quite unsuitable for use in AG 8247.  It has also been suggested that 
at some time the registration number of AG 8247 has become confused with that of 
AG 8274 which was Leyland TS4, chassis number 172.  However, that vehicle went 
to the Ministry of Transport for the War Department in 1940, joined the fl eet of GH 
Austin, Woodseaves in 1942, and was rebodied by Duple in 1947, running until 
1960.  So, at present, the mystery remains.

North Western Tiger TS1, DB 9414, with the 1934 Harrington body      (NWRCC)
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 A fourth Leyland Tiger, AG 8285, did not enter service until 1948.  It is 
thought that all of the vehicles acquired from Scotland arrived in a partly “stripped” 
state, lacking engines and other major components and there are no records of any 
of them entering service with Wright in their original form.  It is known that the old 
bodies were lifted from the chassis by Wrights at Nenthead.  AG 8285 was fi tted with 
a new Burlingham 31 seat coach body and, as with the others, a CovRad conversion, 
a longer more modern radiator made by the Coventry Radiator Co.

Tiger AG 8285, with Burlingham body rests in the coach park at Keswick next to a Northern 
General Tiger           (Omnibus Society Collection)

FV 2522 with original Burlingham 
all-weather body parked at Keswick, 
notice the route details on the glass 
louvres          (Wright Bros)

FV 2522 at Alston showing the Plaxton 
bodywork
 (Omnibus Society Collection)
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 These were not the only Leylands in the Wright Brothers fl eet.  A second 
Leyland Lioness was purchased from Venture of Consett in 1934 and in the same 
year a trio of Leylands arrived from S and J Wood’s “Seagull Coaches” business 
in Blackpool.  These were a Leyland Cub FV 2520 and two Leyland Tigers FV 
1827 and FV 2522.  It is thought that both of the Tigers had “all-weather” bodies by 
Burlingham with canvas roof and three doors on the nearside of the saloon. These 
bodies were replaced quite quickly, Burlingham rebodied FV 1827, probably in 1936 
as evidenced by the style of the new coachwork and Plaxton fi tted new bodywork 
to FV 2522 probably in 1938.  As a result these two coaches gave excellent service 
lasting until the 1950s by which time fl eet size reduction had removed almost all 
of the older vehicles from the fl eet along with some of the post-war Yeates bodied 
Crossley and Dennis coaches.

 A Leyland “Long Lion” LSC3, CM 8063, was acquired from Birkenhead 
Corporation in 1935, but lasted only until 1938 when the fi rst two Leyland Tigers 
from Ribble Motor Services joined the fl eet.  These were CK 4198 and CK 4314, both 
TS2 models with Leyland bodywork. CK 4198 was rebodied by Plaxton in 1938, but 
CK 4314 seems to have retained its original body until 1943.  Alan Townsin recorded 
this vehicle with Burlingham bus bodywork of 1943 vintage as having chassis number 
61130, but this number belongs to a Tiger TS2 of Maidstone & District which was 
in use elsewhere until 1953.  There is something “not quite right” about this bus in 
the picture we have of it and it could well be another vehicle assembled from more 
than one source.  This sort of rebuilding was frowned upon by offi cialdom, but in the 
effort to keep vehicles on the road in times of considerable shortages it is likely that 
a “blind eye” was turned to the practice.

FV 1827 rebodied by Burlingham, on the stand at Newcastle (Marlborough Crescent)    
(Alan Townsin)
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CK 4449 at the Miner’s Arms, Nenthead with Alan Townsin next to the mudguard  
(R C Davis)

CK 4314 with wartime Burlingham body and FV 2522 at Nenthead, a location also 
recognisable today         (R C Davis)
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Wright Brothers of Nenthead  -  the Leylands
Reg’n Model Number Body Seats New Acq. Sold Notes

TY 3914 LC1 46157 ? B26 12/27 4/30 2/37 ex Ridley, Haltwhistle
UP 147 LC1 46036 Leyland B28F -/27 -/34    ? ex Venture, Consett 63

FV 1827 TS3 61430 Burlingham C30D 4/31 4/34 9/54 ex Wood, Blackpool, 5LW  3/45
FV 2522 TS4 573 Burlingham C30D 4/32 4/34 9/50 ex Wood, Blackpool, diesel 5/49
FV 2520 KP3 273 Burlingham C20F 4/32 4/34 8/41 ex Wood, Blackpool

CM 8063 LSC3 47164 Leyland B36R 5/28 3/35 12/38 ex Birkenhead 78
CK 4198 TS2 60800 Leyland B30F 4/30 c8/38 c5/51 ex Ribble 734
CK 4314 TS2 61108 Leyland B30F 6/30 c8/38 5/53 ex Ribble 854
TE 9425 TS2 60349 Leyland B31R 9/29 12/39 -/57 ex Barton, Orrell
CK 4449 TS3 61530 Leyland C26F 3/31 10/41 9/50 ex Ribble 1092
CK 4452 TS3 61533 Leyland C26F 3/31 10/41 11/48 ex Ribble 1095
VD 1432 TS4 161 Harrington C32F 3/32 3/45     ? chassis ex SMT H120
AG 8281 TS4 179 Harrington C32F 6/32 3/45 9/51 chassis ex SMT H127, 6LW eng.
AG 8285 TS4 183 Burlingham C31F 6/32 3/45     ? chassis ex SMT H130
AG 8247 “TD2” “2/738” Harrington C32F -/32 c10/45 4/54 TS4 chassis of unknown origin 
WG 256 LT3 51491 Alexander B36F 5/31 11/45 -/48 ex Alexander N64, to B32F
SC 5226 TD1 70489 Leyland L48R 7/29 -/49     - ex SMT J29 for spares, not run

Notes
FV 1827 rebodied Burlingham C30F c 1936, Gardner 5LW engine fi tted 3/45.
FV 2522 rebodied Plaxton C32F c1938
CK 4198 rebodied Plaxton C32F c1938
CK 4314 rebodied Burlingham B30F 1943
TE 9425 rebodied Duple C33F 5/49, fi tted with Gardner 5LW engine. 
 Two further Leylands joined Wright’s fl eet from Ribble in 1941, both TS3 
models, CK 4449 and CK 4452.  Obtained via the dealer Millburn Motors of Preston 
they retained their Leyland bodywork and although classed as coaches when new 
they were very bus 
like in appearance.  
A further Leyland 
bodied Tiger was 
TE 9425 a TS2 
model with Leyland 
bus bodywork that 
was new to J and 
R Singleton of 
Leyland in 1929, 
passing to J Barton 
of Orrell and then 
to Wrights.  In 1949 
it was fi tted with 
a new Duple “A” 
coach body, a diesel 
engine and a CovRad  

TE 9425, with its new body, at the refreshment stop at Sandgate, 
Penrith                 (R C Davis)
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radiator making it a very fi ne looking coach which ended its days with showman 
masquerading as BBU 127 which was really a Harrington bodied Leyland TS8!
 In order to complete the story mention must be made of a Leyland Lion LT3, 
WG 256, which ran for Wrights for a short time in the 1940s and of SC 5226 a Leyland 
Titan TD1 purchased in 1949 and used for spares.  Piecing together the story of these 
vehicles, even with the aid of contemporary notes, motor taxation records and other 
sources still leaves many questions unanswered and so the search continues, but then 
this is what makes the enquiry so fascinating.
 The contributors to this item are John Bennett, Allan Condie, Maurice Doggett, 
Mike Fenton, Richard Gadsby, Mike Gordon, Peter Greaves, David Grisenthwaite, Mike 
Harper-Tarr, Bob Kell, Cyril McIntyre, Michael Plunkett, Mike Sutcliffe, Alan Townsin 
and Garry Ward.

Two vehicles as they 
looked with their 
former operator, 
SMT.  The “Rhino” 
AG 8281 is seen 
here with its original 
Pickering C30F body.  
VD 1432 looks rather 
more elegant with its 
original Burlingham 
coach body   
(OS collection - DLG 
Hunter and Richard 
Gadsby collection)
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 Following an enquiry to the Society website, further research has been 
carried out into the Gardner engine option available in the T45 Constructor 8x4.  
At the introduction of the Constructor 8, proprietary engines from Rolls Royce and 
Gardner were listed as regular production options to the Leyland TL11 engine.  The 
change in engine policy was a deliberate effort to ensure continuing loyalty from 
customers of the Scammell Routeman, from which the Constructor was developed, 
who had become familiar with the Rolls Royce Eagle engine.  In addition, the T45 
product range replaced all of the existing 8 wheeler designs of the Leyland Group 
companies, including the Guy Big J range which also relied on proprietary engines.  
There was the additional potential to capture sales from ERF and Foden and to take 
advantage of the loyal following that Gardner engines enjoyed at that time.  The 
option of a Gardner engine in a goods chassis was a departure for Leyland, who 
had previously only fi tted Gardner engines in buses although Cummins and Rolls 
Royce engines had been available in the Marathon heavy truck range.  Initially, the 
naturally aspirated 10.45 litre Gardner 6LXC was available in the Constructor with 

a gross power of 201 bhp, which reduced to 190 
bhp when installed in the vehicle with the fan, 
compressor and all other ancilliaries driven.  
These models were badged 30-19, refl ecting 30 
tonnes gross vehicle weight and 190 bhp engine 

Top - Redland T45 Constructor 
no.3782, PRC 893X, clearly shows 
its rectangular Gardner badge.  It 
was photographed at Flitwick, Beds 
in October 1986.        (Peter Davies)
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power.  The 30-19 probably gave similar performance compared to the 209 bhp of 
the Leyland TL11 engine and the 212 bhp of the Rolls Royce Eagle, although the 
renowned fuel economy of the Gardner engine would probably have shown through 
in operating costs.  
 After some years, as vehicle power requirements began to increase, the 
Constructor was revised with the turbocharged version of the 6LXC engine, the 
6LXCT being available.  The gross power of the turbocharged engine increased to 
230 bhp and these models were badged 30-23, denoting 30 tonnes gross vehicle 
weight and 230 bhp gross engine power.  The designation of engine power in the 
model number changed from net to gross fi gures during the life of the T45 range 
in response to changes in the market place.  At the introduction of the T45 range, 
Leyland included the installed (net) engine power in the model designation as this 
was considered to be a more effective measure of the power available to the driver.  
Over time, truck manufacturers started to advertise gross engine power to make their 
models appear more powerful and Leyland also adopted this approach for the later 
models.  When the 6LXCT powered Constructor 8 was released, gross power was 
incorporated in the model designation and therefore a “23” was included to denote 
the gross engine power of 230 hp.  

RMC Hall 
Aggregates 
operated this model 
30-23 Constructor 
2, registered A123 
EPH, and seen at a 
Leighton Buzzard 
sand quarry in May 
1989. (Peter Davies)

 There were two models of Constructor available, covering haulage and tipper 
applications.  The 30-19 tipper was initially available in 2 wheelbases of 5.7 and 6.4 
metres but at the introduction of the 30-23 a 5.6 metre wheelbase was added.  The 
30-19 and 30-23 haulage models were available with wheelbases of 5.7, 6.4 and 
6.9 metres, all models having a gross weight of 30 tonnes.  The Constructor 8 was 
included in the “Model A” group of the T45 range, which also included the Roadtrain, 
rather than the “E” and “F” model designations used for the Leyland-assembled 
Constructor 6.  The lightweight Constructor 8 which was introduced in the late 
1980s was based on the Constructor 6, assembled at Leyland and therefore was part 
of the model “E” group.  An example model designation for the 30-23 Constructor 8 
would be A8H57P3000G23B and the 30-19 would be A8H57P3000G19B, where:
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A =  T45 range model “A” (Constructor / Roadtrain)
8 =  8x4
H =  Haulage (T=Tipper)
57 =  Wheelbase (metres) ÷ by 10 i.e. 5.7 metre wheelbase
P =  Premium C40 cab (low datum)
3000 =  Gross weight (tonnes) ÷ by 100 i.e. 30 tonnes
G =  Gardner engine
23 =  Engine power (bhp)/10, 6LXCT = 230 bhp  
  (6LXC = 190 bhp so had 19 for the power designation)
B =  Model suffi x (other suffi ces used were ED, EE, EH, EN but we  
  do not currently have any details of these options – (can any   
  reader please enlighten us? – Ed.)

 Assembly of the Constructor 8 range was carried out by Scammell at their 
Watford factory as the combined volumes of all the T45 range were expected to 
be too high for the Leyland Assembly Plant.  ARC operated a number of 30-19 
Constructors in the East London/Essex area, whilst RMC Aggregates were a known 
customer for the 30-23 but it would be interesting to hear if any members know of 
other operators who purchased either of these variants.  Unfortunately, the Leyland 
Society do not currently have any production records for the Scammell plant so we 
are unsure how many of either model were produced but the Gardner engine was 
certainly not common and production numbers would have been low compared with 
the alternative engines.  If any members have knowledge or information on these 
models, it would be welcome to fi ll our knowledge gap.  
 The seemingly insatiable demand for Gardner engines when these vehicles 
were retired from service probably resulted in many being scrapped and the engine 
exported.  A Constructor 30-19 was recently discovered in good condition in Malta 
but it is not known if the vehicle was still in service.  In the UK, one example of a 
30-23 is known to exist but it is not believed to be roadworthy at this time.  There is 
a photograph dating from 
2002 of a 30-23 Constructor 
on the photo-sharing 
website Flickr, registered 
B543 PAA, which the 
photographer believed 
had been owned by the 
animal feed distribution 
company Scatts before 
being operated by a skip 
hire company.  Again, 
if you have any further 
information, we would be 
pleased to hear from you.

A rare model in the UK, this 30-19 Constructor was exported 
for further service in Malta and was photographed still in 
good condition in 2011.             (Paul Richman)  
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Delhi’s double-decker Comet  –  from John Shearman
 Following the feature on Comet Double Deckers in India (pages 32-33 in 
Torque No.57), two aspects of the vehicle have been drawn to my attention – As well 
as being rebodied, the vehicle’s chassis is surely in a different confi guration from that 
in which it left the factory.  The ECO2/4 is a model variously described by Leyland 
as semi-forward/normal-control/semi-bonneted (two of those terms appearing in a 
single brochure!) and had the longest then available Comet wheelbase of 15ft.3in.  It 
is therefore reasonable to assume that it was not built as a forward-control/cab-over-
engine/side-type, and that it was converted from bonneted to forward-control at the 
time it was rebodied.  This would have required a different steering box as well as 
other driving controls being altered.
 At fi rst glance, the wheel embellishers indicate that it has 10-stud hubs, but 
closer study of the photographs reveal that the front discs are mounted a long way off 
the face of the hub, possibly to avoid fouling the 8 nuts on the smaller pitch circle.  
Further comments and observations are sought from readers please?

TD1 “Tailpiece” in Torque No.58  –  from Bob Kell
 I am puzzled by the condition of the W Alexander & Sons Titan TD1, MS9164, 
in the last issue – why was there no safety rail between the axles? – also, why no 
central grab pole on the platform?  The ‘return’ on the platform corner appears to be 
inadequate for escape (other than for a slim girl) in the event of a nearside overturn.  
There is no apparent top deck escape, the rear window is fi xed,  and what is the lump 
at the front nearside window? (a girl’s lunch box being waved out of the window, I think! 
– Ed.)  One would have thought that the   Ministry would have signalled to chassis 
and coachbuilders the standards of C&U requirements under the 1930 Act but there 
doesn’t seem much sign of it here in what would be a prestige batch of double-
deckers.  I will see if I can fi nd anything and how they were implemented.  I may 
have said before but the big Scottish operators were the largest suppliers of modern 
second hand buses to the North East in the early 1930s but the Northern Traffi c Area 
inspectors were mustard and wouldn’t let anything go - over length, over width, etc., 
so perhaps Alexanders looked at their fl eets and any potential body problems were 
just got rid of.

Manchester Buses  –  from Tony Hall
 The front cover of Torque No.57 contained yet another superb photograph 
taken by Dr Michael A Taylor, NNB 171, and I  agree that the fi nal design of Leyland 
double deck body was a real classic – no contest with what was to follow from Met-
Camm!   Can I point out a few Manchesterisms?  –  Manchester insisted upon a 
chromed radiator surround on their Leylands and I understand these were cheaper to 
replace.  There were two inspection holes in the bonnet sides.  Another point was that 
Manchester preferred fuel fi ller caps on the nearside whereas most operators preferred 
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them on the offside.  London Transport changed from nearside fi llers on the RT, RTL, 
RTW and RM1-4, but moved the fuel tanks to the offside for RM5 onwards. 

Mystery Wartime Picture
 Who could tell us more about this unusual picture of two elderly buses in 
wartime camoufl age? The Lioness Six with “TY” registration clearly originates from 
the North East and appears to have a body by London Lorries.  The Guy Conquest, 
on the left, appears to be one of a batch of 20 Guy Conquests supplied to Birmingham 
Corporation in 1930.  Many were converted from normal control to forward control 
as was this example (Leyland Motors would say “side type”). (Whoever would have 
thought that a Guy radiator would have so much in common with a Lioness Six?! – Ed.)

(Leyland Society Archive) 
Leyland Cubs in Ireland – from Cyril McIntyre
 The details hereunder may be useful as a follow-up to the reference on page 
47 of the last Leyland Society Journal regarding a Cub demonstrator in operation 
in Dublin.  In November 1930 the fi rst four passenger Cubs were expected to be 
completed, one for Wood, Blackpool (with Burlingham body), one for Tourist, 
Southampton (with Strachan body), one for Jones, Bristol (Leyland body) and one 
for Ashenhurst & Williams.  There is no record of the bodywork of the Irish one 
but it is possible that Cub chassis no.7 was bodied locally in Dublin.  The heavy 
import duties on fully built chassis and bodywork were, however, not imposed until 
1932 so, up to that time, there were still a number of complete buses imported - for 
example, there were AECs with Duple and Strachan bodies registered in 1931 and 
early 1932 before the duties came into effect.
 The Cub referred to as being in service in Dublin in 1931 was most likely 
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chassis no.7 (Leyland KP1 20-seater), registered as ZI 5998 on 3 January 1931 
to John H. Conneff (trading as Redcar), operating on the Dublin/Dalkey via 
Blackrock and Dún Laoghaire route.  He was one of several operators on this 
route who operated a co-ordinated service as members of the DDD (Dublin/Dún 
Laoghaire/Dalkey) Association.  In September 1932, Conneff combined with four 
other operators to form the Coastal Omnibus Company Limited, with a total fl eet 
of 11 buses.  
 During 1933 two further Leyland Cub KP2 vehicles were placed in service, 
both probably bodied by local Dublin coachbuilders.  These were: ZI 9889 (chassis 
no. 1300), 26 seats, registered 10th April 1933, and ZA 517 (chassis no. 1527), 24 
seats, registered 31st July 1933.  At the time of the takeover by the Dublin United 
Tramways Company on 31 October 1934, the Coastal OC had a new Leyland SKP3 
chassis (no.2841) on hand awaiting bodying.  This was bodied by the DUTC, with 
a 26-seat rear entrance body, and registered ZA 1998 on 28th February 1935.  It was 
sold to the Violet Bus Service of Dundalk in 1938 who ran it until 1950.  The other 
Cubs were withdrawn from service in 1939.
 The Cub was quite rare in Ireland - Great Southern Railway had a total of 
eight with GSR B20R bodies and they also had 16 SKDX 3-axle Cub lorries (ZA 

Thomas Nolan of Callan, Co Kilkenny had two Cubs, IP 2630 & IP 3508, but fortunately 
I have no chassis numbers or other details for the two Nolan vehicles.  Here are two 
photographs of Nolan’s fi rst Cub                     (J C Gillham)
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IP 2630, at The Parade, Kilkenny, on 2nd August 1946, along with Federal, IP 3254, of 
Egan, Callan                      (J C Gillham)

A rather poor quality photo of IP 2630, at The Promenade, Tramore, Co Waterford, 
sometime in the 1930s.  Note the very crude signwriting of “The General” on its side in both 
photographs!                (Cyril McIntyre collection)

I attach three photos which are the only ones I have of Irish Leyland Cub buses.  The 
fi rst is of CIE, K5, (ZA 9437), still in GSR livery, is at Parnell Place Bus Station, Cork 
on 30th July 1946, one of the eight placed in service in 1936 (chassis nos. 6536-39, 
6770-73).

3071-3086), built in 1934, but I only have chassis numbers for those which survived 
with CIE in 1945 - 3193, 3278/97/98, 3300/30/31/96/98.  There was also one other 
acquired from Patsy Transport, Clonmel - HI 2551 (chassis no. unknown), registered 
on 9th October 1933.  
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SALES & WANTS
Wanted for 1939 Leyland Retriever restoration
Brake wheel cylinders, spare wheel, Rubbolite No.6, or information on what they 
look like please.  Contact John Berry, tel: 01449 720918,   
email: darmsden.berrys@gmail.com
Early Leyland Parts Lists and Drawings 
Copies of the six earliest Leyland Parts List Registers, scanned and put into PDF format, 
covering the period 1907-mid 1928, (Part Nos. 1 – 49999), also the Drawings Offi ce 
Register, listing drawings 1903-1931.  These show various extremely interesting 
developments in the Leyland the model range.  Would you be interested?   Our Australian 
member, Sandy Stewart has kindly paid the majority of the costs to have these PDFs 
made and they could be reproduced for you for a modest contribution towards the cost.  
Please contact Mike Sutcliffe – sutcliffes@leylandman.co.uk 

COVER PICTURES
Front Cover                    
          Coras Iompair Eireann ran a very large fl eet of Leyland Titans which they 
numbered in the “R” Class, this being R648.  The chassis (no.556197, with OPD2/1 
line no.746) was delivered to CIE in November 1955 and was a larger model than the 
Home PD2/1, being 8ft wide, 27ft 6in long and with 17ft 6in wheelbase.  It was fi tted 
with the standard CIE-built highbridge body which was based on the original 1937 
Leyland “Bailey” Hybridge design and looked rather antiquated (but very smart) by 
1956 when it entered service. What is the man pointing to? – perhaps he’s saying  
“These O.600 engines are the best thing since sliced bread” – assuming that they had 
sliced bread in Ireland in those days!            (BCVMT L053986)

Back Cover
          Photographed on 22nd December 1952, this picture poses more questions than 
answers!  Could this be a prototype of the type 56 cab?   This trim styling was carried 
through onto the type 56 cab which became available after the 1953 Scottish Show.  
However, the cab pictured has no door hinges, the bumper and over-riders are so 
close to the cab as to render them useless in an accident and where do you fi ll the 
radiator?  Also note the ‘fl are’ on the leading part of the front mudguards.  This cab 
is mounted on a Beaver 12B.1 chassis which has more front end overhang than an 
Albion chassis.  Could the elongated mudguards be transposed to allow the cab to 
be mounted further back as on an Albion chassis, allowing the fl are then to be at the 
rear of the mudguard?  Was this an attempt at a ‘universal’ steel cab for both makes 
as Albion had recently merged with Leyland?  The registration number was clearly 
borrowed from one of a batch of fi ve Royal Tiger PSU1/15s (FJA 610-615) with 
Leyland bodywork being completed for the North Western Road Car Co. concern! - 
NDS.               (BCVMT L045794)
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Leyland Fleet Series
A series of books recording the  eets and operators that were important 
Leyland customers
• Wigan Corporation £7.95
• Southport Corporation £7.95
• Leigh Corporation £8.95
• Leyland Fire Engines 1930-1942 £8.95
• Buses of Burnley, Colne & Nelson £8.95
• Plymouth City Corporation £8.95
• The History of Halton Borough Transport £8.95
• Ribble Double Deck Coaches £8.95
  Prices including P&P

Leyland Torque and Journal
All back numbers of Torque and Journal are 
available
• £6.00 for Torque
• £8.00 for Journal
(With special deals for larger quantities)

Binders are also available which hold 8 issues
• £7.00 for Torque
• £8.00 for Journal
Prices inc P&P 

Society Clothing
Placket Sweatshirt
Available in Navy Blue, and Burgundy
Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL
£25.84 inc P&P                                     
Polo Shirts, Body Warmers and High Visibility 
Waistcoasts are also available, more details 
can be obtained at www.leylandsociety.co.uk

Rally Mementos
Available for most Leyland Gatherings see 
website or brochure for other Badges available.
The Badges features are from the 2010, 2011 
and 2012 Rallies. 
Price £7.00 each including P&P

See our website for special offers - www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Please send your order to the address below

All prices include P&P for UK orders only
Payments should be made to “The Leyland Society”

The Leyland Society, 40 Bodiam Drive, Toothill, Swindon, Wilts  SN5 8BE

Baseball Cap £11.99
inc P&P

SOCIETY SALES
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 Opinions and views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
Society, its offi cers nor the Editor. The Editor would be pleased if members could bring to his 
attention any errors. Every effort is made to give due credit for all photographs and material 
used. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, then the Editor must be informed 
to enable acknowledgement to be made. Under the Data Protection Act 1984, the Society 
gives notice that membership records, Leyland Vehicle Register details and Leyland Torque 
dispatch information are held on a data base. The Society undertakes that this information is 
not divulged to any outside agency or individual.
 This issue of Leyland Torque has been produced by Mike Sutcliffe, with additional 
help from Neil Steele. It was printed by AB Print Group, Leeds. Distribution by RnB Mailing, 
Leeds. Items for inclusion in the Summer 2013 issue should be sent to the Editor by 
20th April 2013, please.

 They used to say ……“these are the buses where you get out and push?”  
This excellent photograph shows a Leyland Tiger TS2 belonging to Hicks Bros, 
Braintree, Essex, pulling a newly fi tted producer gas trailer.  The bus originally 
carried a Leyland 30 seater body but was heavily rebuilt in 1938 by Thurgood (said 
to have been rebodied but no body number can be found).  The rear dome corners 
look to be Leyland but the roof has been uncomfortably increased in height in the 
centre, also the chassis frame must have been extended at the rear overhang and 
many more side pillars have been added.           (OS – CF Klapper)

A  TIGER WITH AN UNPLEASANT SMELLY TAILPIECE !

Leyland Torque 59.indd   Sec1:48Leyland Torque 59.indd   Sec1:48 8/3/13   16:38:488/3/13   16:38:48



 Available from good newsagents.
Price £3.75

or e-mail presbusps@aol.com

Tel: 02392 655224
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 www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1137856
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