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EDITORIAL

Issue No. 55 Spring 2012

CONTENTS

Editor

 I am pleased to announce that as from this issue of Leyland Torque, Gordon 
Brooke, from Leeds, has taken over the preparation of the Odd Bodies section of the 
magazine and a very good job he’s made of the fi rst one.  My sincere thanks go to 
Bob Kell for looking after this section so well for a very long time, almost from it’s 
beginning following the inclusion of a Leyland Tiger with a very strange body, the 
subject of Food for Thought item no.13.  In fact, both of these sections have been, 
and continue to be, very valuable inclusions in Torque as they both generate a lot 
of emails, letters and comment, and frequently lead to detailed articles on various 
Leyland related topics – long may they continue to do so.     
 We keep a small stock of new items for both sections, also new articles, 
though it can be rather “hand to mouth” at times so, please continue to send in your 
questions and photographs for inclusion, or anything you think may be of interest.  It 
may not be possible to include items immediately and this applies to the response to 
information on Ashok, India – this has been immense, I’m very pleased to say, and 
is going to lead to some good coverage of the Ashok operation and its products, and 
these will follow very soon.  There is, however, an abundance of overseas material 
in this issue already as a result of the continuing interest in Ashdod; there have also 
been many very interesting letters received – thank you very much all for these. 
 Regarding the appeal for help with developing our digital archive, there has 
been no response as yet.  There is a small band of three people (two Committee 
members and a VP) who are currently involved, together with some outside help 
which we have to pay for.  It would be good to have other offers of help and some 
fresh ideas and input into the scanning, creating PDF fi les, indexing and ultimately 
making items available to others – are you willing to help?
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2012 AGM
 This is an advance notice of this year’s AGM which is to be held on Sunday 
4th November at 1pm at the usual venue, the Coventry Motor Museum, so please put 
the date in your diary – more details to follow in due course. 

ARCHIVE FUND
 Things are moving ahead with the archiving activity and we have now, with 
outside help, been able to convert the microfi lmed chassis build records for the 
period from 1950 to 1975 to scans in PDF format, in both fi lm order and individual 
build sheets.  This results in massive computer fi les (70GB) with very detailed build 
information and just over 204,000 fi les.  These will give invaluable information 
for our vehicle recorders and will be much more “user friendly” to use, rather than 
listing queries that can only be dealt with by one using dreadfully out of date and 
cumbersome microfi lm readers.
          We are currently scanning photographs, Data Sheets, Specifi cations and 
sales brochures of Leyland Cubs and it is hoped to have these fi nished by early 
summer.  This will enable an article to be written on the Cub goods range for one 
of our magazines, probably the Journal.   Other interesting Leyland photographs are 
being bought on eBay and scanned ready for use in Torque and Journal when the 
opportunities arise.

LEYLAND GATHERING AT LEYLAND, 8th July, 2012   
 Planning for our annual Gathering of Leylands on Sunday 8th July is 
gathering pace and we already have a number of entries for the event.  The Leyland 
Transport Festival will be held over the weekend of 7-8th July and exhibitions from 
DAF, Cummins, Albion Automotive and other major companies are expected to 
form part of the displays.  We believe the Leyland Society Gathering should be an 
integral part of the Festival weekend and we have therefore decided that our display 
should be in Worden Park alongside the other attractions.  Worden Park is a short 
distance from Leyland town centre and Fishwicks, the local bus operator, will be 
providing a frequent complementary bus service between the Park and the town 
centre.  Many residents of the Leyland area will attend the Festival and some of 
their family members will have worked at the Leyland plants.  They are bound to 
enjoy the display of Leylands so please return your entry forms to ensure we have a 
comprehensive display of all models.  
 We will have a hard standing area inside the Park over the whole weekend and 
the organisers of the Transport Festival will also allow us to park our vehicles in that 
area on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights if required.  Please remember to indicate 
on your entry form if you require overnight parking so that we have an idea of demand.  
The Festival organisers will also arrange 24 hour security and toilet facilities at the 
display site but no electricity can be provided.  To display the attending vehicles to 
best effect, we may ask owners to reposition their vehicles during the course of the 
weekend but please be assured we will keep any requests to a minimum.  
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 If you are a Leyland National owner, please bring your vehicle along to join 
us in celebrating the 40th anniversary of the launch of the Leyland National all-steel 
integral construction single deck bus in 1971.  The Leyland National Group will be 
attending our event with their vehicles and we have prepared a special memento 
to commemorate the anniversary which will be issued to all participating vehicle 
owners and will also be available to purchase from the Society stand.  Please note 
that we welcome ALL Leylands, at all stages of restoration, whether they are lorries, 
buses or fi re engines.  You do not have to be a vehicle owner to attend the Gathering.  
All are welcome to meet the Committee and discuss the Society and Leylands in 
general – we would be pleased to see you!        
 An entry form for the event was distributed with Torque 54 but another is 
enclosed with this issue if you have not had chance to enter your vehicle yet.  Please 
return your completed entry form with two SSAEs please, to Gary Dwyer at the 
address shown on the form or inside the cover of this magazine.  For insurance and 
logistical reasons we are unable to accept entries on the day.
 The Transport Festival will include a full programme of events over the 
whole weekend in which vehicle owners will be welcome to participate, especially 
the parade through Leyland town centre on Saturday morning.  If you wish to take 
part in events other than the Leyland Gathering, please visit the British Commercial 
Vehicle Museum website (www.bcvmt.co.uk) or the local tourist website www.
visitleyland.com for details.  Our own website www.leylandsociety.co.uk has details 
of the Society Gathering and an entry form is available to download.

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR LEYLAND RESTORERS
Transport Trust Awards – Entries are invited for The Transport Trust 
Restoration Awards.  A number of cash awards, normally up to a maximum of 
£5,000 each, are made annually for high quality transport restoration projects which 
are well advanced, but which would be helped towards earlier completion by a 
modest cash injection.  The closing date for Restoration Award entries is 30th June 
next and inspection of projects will take place before the end of August, with the 
declaration of winners made during October.  Award criteria and entry forms are 
available from The Transport Trust, 202 Lambeth Road, London SE1 7JW – email 
info@transporttrust.com or telephone 0207 928 6464. 
 Nominations are also invited for the Trust’s Preservationist Of The Year 
Award, Lifetime Achievement Awards and The Young Preservationist Of The 
Year Award (which carries with it a cash sum of £500 for the winner).  These three 
Awards enable the Trust to acknowledge and publicise a wide range of endeavours 
in the cause of transport preservation - from management or administration to 
hands-on restoration work.  Entries are invited from individuals or organisations and 
should reach the Transport Trust offi ce not later than 1st May next.  Presentation to 
winners will take place in the summer on a date and at a Greater London venue to be 
announced.
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MAJOR FIRE AT SPURRIER WORKS,  LEYLAND
 Many Society members will be aware that there was a major fi re at the 
Lancashire Enterprise Business Park, the former Leyland Spurrier factory in 
Centurion Way, Leyland in December of last year.  The fi re started around 5pm on 
21st December and destroyed 5 buildings on the site, including what was formerly 
known as No.8 Shop at the rear of the old Spurrier Works.  Full details of the 
circumstances of how the fi re started have not been released but it is believed to 
have reached an area used for storing tissue paper from where it then spread rapidly 
to neighbouring warehouses.  At the peak of the fi re, Centurion Way and Wheelton 
Lane were both closed to traffi c and around 100 fi remen were fi ghting the blaze.  The 
main West Coast railway line, which runs along the eastern boundary of the site, was 
also closed for a while due to fears that empty beer barrels stored near the railway line 
might explode due to the heat and damage passing trains or the overhead power lines.  
The glow of the fi re was visible all around the Leyland area and continued to burn for 
many days before fi nally being declared extinguished on 13th January 2012.  
 Unfortunately, the damage caused by the fi re was not just confi ned to 

the buildings 
themselves.  Well-
known transport 
company Bowkers 
were using a 
building next to the 
tissue paper storage 
warehouse and 
sparks and fl ames 
quickly spread to 
Bowkers premises 
resulting in an 
estimated £20m of 
damage to building 
and contents.  

Many Society members will be aware that Bowkers owned a superbly restored 1934 
Leyland Beaver which had appeared at many Leyland Society Gatherings and we are 
sad to report that this vehicle is believed to have been destroyed in the fi re.  Another 
unique Leyland was also lost in the fi re, the Leyland Comet Gas Turbine tractor 
unit, part of the British Commercial Vehicle Museum collection, was being stored in 
the Bowker warehouse and was also engulfed in the inferno.  The BCVM have not 
been allowed access to the area to see if any part of their vehicle has survived but 
it is considered very unlikely that there will be much trace of either of these classic 
Leylands.  The roof of the building collapsed due to the heat from the fi re and the 
remains of the buildings are unsafe so are in the process of being demolished.
 The Spurrier factory was set up by the Ministry of Supply during the Second 
World War for the production of munitions and was taken over by Leyland Motors 
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at the end of hostilities.  
Leyland used the 
building to carry out 
machining of major 
engine and vehicle 
components including 
cylinder heads, cylinder 
blocks, camshafts and 
other major castings as 
well as assembly and 
testing of O.400 and 

O.680 series engines.  More recently, the building had been used by Albion Automotive 
to manufacture components for DAF trucks and their own range of axles before 
the plant closed at the end of 2010.  The twisted remains of this immense building 
that once dominated the skyline of Leyland’s Spurrier Works are a particularly sad 
sight for all enthusiasts.  There can be few Leylands that did not have components 
machined or assembled in this major manufacturing facility that is now gone forever.                
         Gary Dwyer  (Photos by Gary)

TAILPEICE PHOTOGRAPH

It seemed a shame to publish the photograph of the rear view or the two Liverpool Leyland 
Beavers hauling trailers with ship’s propellors without showing you the front view so, here 
it is!   See page 48 for details.
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2011 – Plenty to Celebrate!
 Leyland Trucks, and its employees, has received many awards in recent 
years most notably:-  The Manufacturing Excellence awards from the Institute of 
Mechanical Engineers (IMechE) in 2009 and 2010 as Overall Winner, and Business 
Development and Change Management also in 2010.  Obviously everyone here at 
Leyland is extremely proud of our achievements and it shows us that what we are 
doing from a continuous improvement point of view is not only strengthening our 
operational business, but also our standing in the business community.  Following 
this success, in July 2011 Leyland Trucks was visited by a team from the Shingo 
Institute to review our operational status against a truly global Standard – known as 
the Shingo standard for Operational Excellence.   
 Following that visit, Leyland Trucks, a subsidiary of PACCAR Inc, has been 
awarded the prestigious Shingo Bronze Medallion.  BusinessWeek magazine has 
described the Shingo Prize for Manufacturing Excellence as “the Nobel prize of 
manufacturing”.  Leyland Trucks Managing Director Andrea Thompson said, “The 
Shingo Prize is recognized as the premier award for manufacturing operational 
excellence.  The award refl ects the dedication and commitment of Leyland Trucks’ 
employees who produce high quality DAF Trucks for the global market. “
Julie Madigan, Chief Executive of The Manufacturing Institute, said, “This is an 
outstanding achievement for Leyland Trucks who are only the 3rd UK company to 
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be recognised with the global Shingo award.”  The 
Manufacturing Institute is the Educational partner 
for the Shingo Prize in the UK and Ireland.
 The Shingo Prize was established in 1988 
to educate, assess and recognize world-class 
organizations for creating a culture of continuous 
improvement through employee-empowerment 
and effective leadership.  It is administered by 
the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business at Utah 
State University and named for Japanese industrial 
engineer Dr Shigeo Shingo, who distinguished 
himself as one of the world’s leading experts in 
improving manufacturing processes.
 Gaining the bronze medallion award gives us an excellent road map and 
future goal to improve our company further.  To celebrate this achievement, all 
Leyland employees (nearly 1000) gathered to have a hot lunch together in the 500 
shop, which has become the venue for our celebration, and it works really well.  

100,000th LF TRUCK
 On the product side, Leyland Trucks recently celebrated the production of the 
100,000th DAF LF truck.  “This milestone refl ects the commitment and dedication 
of all Leyland employees to designing and building the best distribution truck in the 
industry”, said Andrea Thompson, Leyland Trucks Managing Director, at an address 
to the workforce to mark the occasion.  
 Graham Bellman, Group Head of Transport for Travis Perkins plc, was 
presented with the keys to the new DAF LF by Ms Thompson.  Travis Perkins is 
a leading UK company specializing in building material supplies and its extensive 
vehicle fl eet includes 1,000 DAF LF trucks.  “The LF model is the backbone of the 
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delivery fl eet operating at our 1,800 locations across the United Kingdom”, said 
Graham Bellman.  “It’s a product that is ideally suited to our multi-drop, short-haul 
operations.  It’s of the highest quality, reliable and delivers excellent fuel effi ciency 
as well as presenting a great image for our company.”  The DAF LF vehicle range is 
a premium lightweight truck serving the 6-21 tonne market and complements DAF’s 
CF and XF models.  The DAF LF’s class leading position was further reinforced in 
2010, with the introduction of the LF Hybrid.  DAF was one of the fi rst European 
truck manufacturers to introduce this green technology into production.
 2012 is upon us and is a bit of an unknown quantity from a business point of 
view, but we at Leyland are always up for the challenge.  One thing is for sure, we 
will keep on our improvement journey regardless of how high the bar is set.  

A Note from Bill Taylor – Once again I have enjoyed reading Torque No.54 and I 
think I can add a bit about the XF105 shown at the bottom of page 8.   The operator 
of this vehicle is chilled food specialist FreshLinc Distribution, based at Spalding 
in Lincolnshire.  The signifi cance of the vehicle and its special livery is that it was 
the 75th XF105 delivered to FreshLinc by the local DAF dealer, Ford and Slater.  
The registration mark shows the letters FL10 DAF, indicating FreshLinc 2010 and 

DAF.  Ford and Slater subsequently delivered a further 25 XF105 in the week before 
Christmas 2010, one of which carried another special livery to mark the 100th DAF 
supplied - this vehicle carries the registration mark FL60 DAF.  As I write there are 
numerous further XF105s in Ford and Slater’s yard awaiting delivery to FreshLinc 
in time for the mad panic in the week before Christmas 2011.  I hope that adds a little 
to the record.  (Thank you Bill – Ed.)
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193.   Experimental 9 Cylinder Engine.
 Richard Perry writes to say that it sounds most unlikely to him. Other than 
large marine engines where cylinders are added as required and any number is 
possible, he knows of no conventional 9 cylinder engines of any description and 
cannot see any good reason to make one - 2-stroke or 4-stroke. The only 9-cylinder 
engine he knows of is the Bristol axial engine that the Bristol people built for bus 
use.  It was of ‘wobble plate’ design with a rotary inlet/exhaust valve serving all 9 
cylinders.  It was 4-stroke and spark ignition (petrol), he thinks in the late 1930s.  He 
would also have thought that a Hippo would never have been fi tted with anything 
fancy like a Rolls-Royce (Rover) Meteor engine (V8 - CI), or R-R K60 (2-stroke).  
The R-R transport fl eet once had a Dennis Max with K60 - that really was their 
secret weapon!
194.   E.170/1, E.175 and E.181 Engines
 Richard Perry again comments that there are real diffi culties here: the more 
he studies “the list” of engines, the more mistakes or anomalies he fi nds.  He has 
also had another go at tying photos to the list.  All he can say is that by E.171 the 
basic design had been fi xed and the engines all looked similar to the E.181.  The 
principal difference is E.171 has a 4¼in bore, but E.175 and 181 are 4 3/8in bore.  
It is quite possible that heads are interchangeable between all three, but he has no 
data on valve sizes.   The other slight imponderable is which engine of a tank pair 
is designated ‘left’ and which ‘right’?  The E.171 is designated RH, which probably 
means the normal UK layout with auxiliaries on the ‘near side’.  The blocks might 
not be interchangeable, but if he was the designer he would try to make sure that the 
heads were.  All he can suggest is that if the heads fi t - use them.  Are there any more 
ideas as the heads at the Scottish Vintage Bus Musem are defi nitely different?
197.   “Jack-in-the Box” differential          nothing more as yet on 
198. Southdown Tiger Cub                      these two items

199.   S.M.T. and Leylands
 The advert supplied by Richard Gadsby appeared in numerous places and 
was not confi ned to Alexanders.  It was one of a series produced by the SMT 
group.  They were dedicated to the operator in the area in that local staff – Drivers, 
Conductors, Conductresses, District Traffi c Superintendent, Mechanics, appeared 
when the adverts were published in local papers.  The adverts not only covered 
vehicle shortages, but staff shortages, reduced time-tables, lack of ability to provide 
tours and private hires, etc. The subject of post-war deliveries of Leyland vehicles to 
the SMT Group, particularly Alexanders, is complex and really warrants a complete 
article in Torque.  Your Sub-editor has all the information so wait and see!

}
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200.  Unusual Gear Change
 Chris Nelson says that they have another 
style of this gearchange on the shelf at the Ribble 
VPT.  Obviously no Ribble bus was ever fi tted 
with one, so he doesn’t know the age / provenance 
of this unit.  He adds that in the bus collection at 
the Greater Manchester Transport Society (www.
gmts.co.uk) is a 1958 Worldmaster, SDK 442, ex-
Ellen Smith, Rochdale) which is fi tted with an 
exhaust brake.  Though currently non-operational, this at least shows the device and 
how it was fi tted on the engine.
201.  Marine Leylands
 Tim Cook has sent a request for information on Leyland 500 Series engines 
that were developed for power boat applications.  He believes that two modifi ed 500 
engines were installed in an HTS powerboat that was used in the Round Britain Race 
held in 1969 or ’70.  Powerboat engines are often developed by specialist companies 
such as Sabre Marine and it would be interesting to know if the work was carried out 
by one of these companies or Leyland themselves.  The engines would have been 
developed to give higher power outputs than normal automotive units but there do 
not appear to be any record of these engines and their application.  In any case, there 
would likely have been some Leyland involvement in the development for such a 
high profi le event.  If any members have any details on these interesting engines, 
where they were developed and what became of them we would be interested to hear 
them.  Please contact the Editor.
202.  Unusual Leyland Beaver Badges
 John Dalzell says that the Leyland Beaver badges were aluminium castings 
made in the apprentices’ foundry in 1950.  He kept one for years but it has disappeared 
during several house moves.  He thinks we are right about the Canadian connection 
– that fi ts in with his recollection of the time.  The one in the photograph looks 
sharply cast.  Could it be that the batch produced in the ‘Pen’ were prototypes, and a 
pressing was produced for production models?
 John Dickson-Simpson continues – the last Torque mention of Leyland Beaver 
grille badges took me back to my introductory years in the apprentice training centre 
when a job I shared with Society member John Dalzell was to fettle the aluminium 
badges cast in the training centre’s foundry and destined to adorn the front panels 
or grilles of Leylands proudly going forth. The Beaver was the only animal badge I 
remember for trucks (lorries, then) and the only other  badge we made for trucks was 
the Meteor, which was contrived for Comets exported to Spain so that the ingenious 
authorities could create another import quota on the Shakespearian philosophy that 
a Comet by any other name would smell as sweet.
 All badge castings were inclined to lose a bit of distinctive detail after 
emergence from sand moulds, but were reclaimable with the aid of little chisels 
we made from scrap injector needles and fuel-pump element plungers. Much more 
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challenging than Beavers were Royal Tigers, the cast badges of which frequently 
needed the leaping image to be sculpted out of the aluminium to restore tiger 
athleticism.  Sculpting with hammer and select miniature chisels was an occupation 
that became redundant after a few months when the castings were supplanted by 
enamelled pressings in glorious colour. But evidence of our sculpting skills survives, 
I discovered when I did a little lecture tour of New Zealand in 1987 and visited 
the Auckland transport museum. Prominent were a couple of 1950 Royal Tigers 
sporting Dalzell-Simpson aluminium badges. Oh such lasting young skill !
203. Preselector Leylands
 John Shearman has provided the following list:-  
  London FEC (TF)  (fl oor mounted gear selector)
  London 6RT (RTW)
  London 7RT (RTL)
  Leeds PD2/15 
  NSWGT OPD2/1  (not all of them)
  NSWGT OPSU (not all of them)
  Auckland OPSU  
All the post war gearboxes were supplied by A.E.C. and had column change.   Were 
there any more?   Are we correct in understanding that the PD2/15 demonstrator, 
NTF 9, had a pre-selector gearbox prior to it receiving the Pneumocyclic one?   The 
gearboxes were basically similar in concept, with the developments removing the 
need for a change pedal to give direct actuation of the gears.
204. Prototype FEC Body
 John Shearman writes that references (including, and not least, Doug Jack’s 
“The Leyland Bus”) invariably state that the prototype Leyland FEC (TF1c) for 
London Transport had a LPTB body built at Chiswick.  However, the book by Ken 
Glazier “London 
Bus File 1933-39 
Single Deckers” 
(which he considers 
to be a pretty much 
accurate, and thus 
an almost entirely 
dependable, book) 
states no less than 
three times that 
TF1c had a Leyland 
built body.  He 
would instantly 
dismiss this as 
being an error but 
for its going out of 
its way on page 85 

Could this photograph of TF1c when new, before numbering and 
registration, have been taken outside the gates of Worden Park in 
Leyland?                  (Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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actually to emphasise the Leyland body by writing the sentence “Both chassis and 
body of the underfl oor-engined TF1c were built by Leyland to the specifi cation of 
London Transport”.  The same sentence then goes on specifi cally to say “designed” 
(i.e. not built) at Chiswick.  Personally he is inclined to believe that TF1c’s body 
would have been a product of Chiswick as he doubts that the Leyland body shop 
would have been available to consume so much time by building a one-off and such 
a specialised body.  Even so, giving some credit to the above wording, are there any 
references at the BCVM to confi rm TF1c’s bodybuilder one way or the other?

205. Portsmouth Trolley Bus, Leyland TBD2  
 David Bowler would like to obtain electrical, mechanical and technical 
information on (also photographs of) the three Leyland TBD2 trolley buses supplied 
with English Electric bodies to Portsmouth for evaluation purposes in July/August 
1934, registered RV 4653-55.  The undertaking subsequently decided to standardise 
on the AEC 661T trolley bus.  The three Leylands remained in stock until April 1953 
although they were in store from 1940-1946 (due to a lack of traction batteries, 
deemed risky in wartime) and again from 1949-50.  In the absence of any specifi c 
information general specifi cations and technical details of the Leyland TBD2 
trolleybus of 1934 would also be helpful. 

206.   Leyland Tiger TS5 and Lion LT4
          John Shearman wants to know if there were any Leyland Tigers designated 
TS5?  Generally speaking it is thought that the designation TS5 was unused.  However, 
all of the several reference books on Irish buses which he has state that HMS 
Catherwood (Belfast) and LMS (NCC) (Belfast) had TS5 Tigers, albeit very few.
In addition to those references:
PSVC publication PI5 (page 14) states that for Catherwood in 1932 there were fi ve 
TS5 Tigers (chassis numbers 1300 - 1304).

(OS Collection)
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PSVC publication PI5 (page 17) (and also publication BB101, Weymann) states that 
for LMS (NCC) in 1933 there were two TS5 Tigers (chassis numbers 2559 & 2560).
 Perhaps there were other TS5s which he has not spotted in the various 
references. If the TS5 really was a model produced by Leyland, then what were the 
specifi cation details which distinguished it from other contemporary Tiger models?  
Merely as a wild guess by him, might it have been a short wheelbase variation to 
meet a specifi c requirement for a particular road in Northern Ireland ?  Page 88 of 
Doug Jack’s “Leyland Bus Mk2” partly answers the matter of TS5s.  In any case, 
Doug’s words are “shorter overall length” so perhaps the reduction was not in 
wheelbase but in rear overhang.  We need to know !
 Nonetheless, it would be interesting if someone could provide a full listing of 
all TS5s built, to publish in Leyland Torque; there can’t be many, together with a line 
or two of general information on this rare model, including its precise dimensions.  
Similarly, page 88, raises the matter of another rare model, the Lion LT4.  Might it 
also be possible to extract a list of those for Torque, again with a couple of lines of 
supporting text?   (So, who will do this for us please? – Ed.)

207. Unfrozen Leyland Tiger TS11
 Tony Hall and others have asked about bodywork on two TS11 chassis 
delivered in 1941/42  -  Chassis 311693 supplied to Newport Corporation, CDW 962, 
with a Weymann body, and chassis 311694 supplied to Stoke on Trent Motors, HVT 
974, with a Willowbrook body.   Some sources quote these bodies as being to utility 
specifi cation, although the body number of the Willowbrook one does not fi t into the 
wartime series, and the Weymann one is a ‘one off.’   Can anybody else enlighten us?   
An article on TS11s would be a welcome feature in Torque.  (There was an article on 
the “Unfrozen” TD7s and TS11s written by Alan Townsin for Buses Illustrated magazine 
many years ago and this was reproduced in our Society Journal No.2 – Ed.)

208. Leyland Titanic Chassis for Ireland?
 Geoff Lumb has sent this 
cutting from a newspaper of a 
Leyland Titanic chassis being 
loaded on board the LMS steamer 
at Heysham, bound for Belfast.   
Can anybody enlighten us as to the 
reason for its going to Ireland and 
which chassis was it?   What was 
its ultimate fate?

209.  Leyland Torque Converters  replaced with gearboxes
 The Lysholm-Smith Torque converter transmission was a feature of a large 
number of pre-war Leylands, particularly with municipalities, but fell from favour 
with a number of original operators converting them to conventional gearboxes.  The 
practice continued when vehicles fi tted with torque converters were sold on, and 
possibly even more gained ordinary gearboxes with subsequent owners.   Just how 
many were there and who abandoned the gearless principle?
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 In the previous article dealing with Sheffi eld Titan disposals, it was seen 
how there was a ready market for second-hand double deckers in the mid 1930s.  
Wallasey Corporation withdrew the fi rst of its Titan TD1s in 1935.  The whole batch, 
nos.20-31 (new in 1928/29 and with a mixture of Leyland and Short Bros bodies), 
were purchased by the Sanderson Brothers of Millburn fame in February 1936.  In 
due course they found their way to W Alexander & Sons’ premises at Larbert Road 
from where they were sent up to Brown Street to be prepared for service.  Wallasey 
withdrew a further 24 1929 TD1s, nos.32-55 in 1936 and all, apart from no.33 which 
became a Coronation fl oat, were also purchased by Sanderson, and subsequently 
went to Alexanders between March and May 1937.
 It is interesting to note that the Sandersons didn’t buy any further buses 
from Wallasey.  One suspects that Wallasey’s move to the highbridge layout would 
make the later vehicles less attractive to Scottish customers, one almost senses that 

the Sandersons were asked by Walter Jr. to seek out 
suitable vehicles.
 The fact that the vehicles all had open staircases 
reduced their appeal.  It is interesting to note that 
whilst neighbouring Birkenhead and Crosville rebuilt 

Above –R64 came from 
Wallasey and W Alexander 
& Sons bought the vehicle 

in February 1936.

(All photographs are from Allan Condie’s collection)
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Ex-Wallasey R71 (above left and below) on trade plates and ready to enter service.  It is 
also seen overleaf, in Gairn Terrace, Aberdeen – was the body shop there responsible for 
enclosing the rear end?   R71 never was an Aberdeen bus, so its visit there poses a number 
of as yet unanswered questions.  Above right is R157 from the second batch, making a 
good comparison with its more modern appearance.
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their TD1s with enclosed stairs, Wallasey chose 
to dispose of theirs.  It will be noted that the usual 
Alexander method of enclosing the rear end looked 
as if the original rear dome was re-used and the gap 
in between fi lled with a new rear panel. Whilst other 
conversions appeared to be almost identical to the 
standard Leyland design, the photograph of R71 at 
Gairn Terrace poses the question as to whether, due 
to pressure of work and lack of space to deal with 
double deck vehicles at Brown Street, saw these 
conversions dealt with in Aberdeen.  Needless to say, 
the overhauled vehicles were turned out to the usual 
high standard of presentation with full lining out and 
maximum use was made of advertising revenue, plus 
the use of the panels above the lower saloon windows 
for self advertising.
 Not all the batch received oil engines, although 
Walter Snr. was keen to see the whole fl eet running 
on diesel where practicable, the availability of petrol 

engines with plenty of life left in them meant that these were put to good use; it 
was often the case that a bus which had originally had a petrol engine but acquired 
a oil engine was converted back to petrol before sale so that the oil engine could 
be recycled.  Alexander’s engine overhaul facility at Brown Street was virtually a 
scaled down version of that at Leyland, with Leyland engines overhauled on a track 
system, and others placed on stands around the perimeter of the shop.
 The fi rst 
withdrawal of an ex-
Wallasey Titan came 
in January 1944 when 
R73 and R75 went 
to Millburn Motors, 
which of course was 
the new name for the 
Sanderson operation.  
They both went north, 
R73 to Greig of 
Inverness, and R75 to 
Simpson of Rosehearty.  
No more of the1936 
purchases continued in use as PSVs after disposal by Alexander, but from the 1937 
batch some were fi t for further service on withdrawal.  Those whose bodywork was 
in too poor a state to warrant further use were in most cases stripped of the running 
units and fi nished up being scrapped in Finlay’s yard at Bainsford.  

R69 in wartime, with rebuilt 
indicators

R151 was one of the second batch which came from Wallasey 
in April 1937
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Ex-Wallasey Titan TD1s purchased by W Alexander & Sons
Fleet.    
No.

Reg. No. Make/model
Ch. 
No.

Body/Seating
Original owner.

Ex.. New
Wall.
 No.

Acq.
Oil.
Eng.

W/D

R64 HF5855 Leyland Titan TD1 70354 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 28 2/36 b.e.s. 5/45
R65 HF5851 Leyland Titan TD1 70353 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 26 2/36 b.e.s. 4/49
R66 HF5355 Leyland Titan TD1 70151 Leyland L27/24RO Wallasey C.T. 4/28 23 2/36 b.e.s. 1/46
R67 HF5353 Leyland Titan TD1 70150 Leyland L27/24RO Wallasey C.T. 4/28 22 2/36 b.e.s. 3/50
R68 HF5357 Leyland Titan TD1 70152 Leyland L27/24RO Wallasey C.T. 4/28 24 2/36 b.e.s. 10/48
R69 HF5349 Leyland Titan TD1 70148 Leyland L27/24RO Wallasey C.T. 4/28 20 2/36 b.e.s. 3/49
R70 HF5857 Leyland Titan TD1 70355 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 29 2/36 b.e.s. 10/49
R71 HF5359 Leyland Titan TD1 70153 Leyland L27/24RO Wallasey C.T. 4/28 25 2/36 b.e.s. 11/48
R72 HF5861 Leyland Titan TD1 70356 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 31 2/36 b.e.s. 4/49
R73 HF5853 Leyland Titan TD1 70352 Short L24/24RO1 Wallasey C.T. 1/29 27 2/36 b.e.s. 1/44
R74 HF5859 Leyland Titan TD1 70357 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 30 2/36 b.e.s. 11/48
R75 HF5351 Leyland Titan TD1 70149 Leyland L27/24RO1 Wallasey C.T. 4/28 21 2/36 b.e.s. 2/44
R93 HF5869 Leyland Titan TD1 70362 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 35 3/37 1/45
R94 HF5885 Leyland Titan TD1 70372 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 43 3/37 10/40
R95 HF5863 Leyland Titan TD1 70358 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 32 3/37 2/45
R96 HF5867 Leyland Titan TD1 70359 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 34 3/37 5/50
R97 HF5871 Leyland Titan TD1 70361 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 36 3/37 7/39
R98 HF5879 Leyland Titan TD1 70369 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 40 3/37 7/39
R99 HF5877 Leyland Titan TD1 70367 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 39 3/37 7/39
R100 HF5881 Leyland Titan TD1 70370 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 41 3/37 5/40
R151 HF5883 Leyland Titan TD1 70371 Short L24/24RO2 Wallasey C.T. 1/29 42 4/37 3/48
R152 HF5887 Leyland Titan TD1 70373 Short L24/24RO2 Wallasey C.T. 1/29 44 4/37 11/40 11/48
R153 HF5875 Leyland Titan TD1 70368 Short L24/24RO2 Wallasey C.T. 1/29 38 4/37 7/46 3/48
R154 HF5891 Leyland Titan TD1 70375 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 46 4/37 10/40
R155 HF5893 Leyland Titan TD1 70376 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 47 4/37 1/45
R156 HF5889 Leyland Titan TD1 70374 Short L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 1/29 45 4/37 10/39
R157 HF6035 Leyland Titan TD1 70684 Leyland L24/24RO2 Wallasey C.T. 6/29 51 5/37 3/48
R158 HF6037 Leyland Titan TD1 70685 Leyland L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 6/29 52 5/37 1/45
R159 HF5897 Leyland Titan TD1 70378 Leyland L24/24RO2 Wallasey C.T. 6/29 49 5/37 3/50
R160 HF5873 Leyland Titan TD1 70363 Leyland L24/24RO2 Wallasey C.T. 6/29 37 5/37 9/46 6/50
R161 HF5895 Leyland Titan TD1 70377 Leyland L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 6/29 48 5/37 12/42 1/45
R162 HF6033 Leyland Titan TD1 70683 Leyland L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 5/29 50 5/37 1/45
R174 HF6041 Leyland Titan TD1 70687 Leyland L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 6/29 54 5/37 4/41
R175 HF6039 Leyland Titan TD1 70686 Leyland L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 6/29 53 5/37 10/40 3/48
R176 HF6043 Leyland Titan TD1 70688 Leyland L24/24RO Wallasey C.T. 6/29 55 5/37 5/45

  
              

 R71 pictured in Aberdeen R67 behind a TD1 with open stairs  

 Notes:  Leyland 8.6 litre oil engines were fi tted on the dates shown except where:
       b.e.s. indicates engine fi tted before entering service with Alexanders.
  All vehicles built with open staircases when new are shown thus.  (RO)
  1 the vehicle entered service with open staircase and was converted later.
  2 converted from open to enclosed staircase before entering service.
  The Short Bros. bodies were to Leyland design and built under sub-contract.
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         Peter Davies has chosen Leyland lorries owned by fi rms in Scotland for this 
issue.  These were all delivered new to the operators as shown in the photographs 
and it is good to see most of them in service.  A big thank you to Peter for providing 
these and also Malcolm Wilford who has managed to identify most of them with 
chassis numbers by trawling through his extensive chassis records.  Malcolm is one 
of the most prolifi c of our Leyland vehicle recorders and he will, among others, 
benefi t signifi cantly from the newly created PDF fi les of build sheets – which in 
turn adds to the information and accuracy of the records which can be included in 
our photograph captions. All of the photographs were taken by Peter Davies except 
where stated.
          In the last issue, on page 11, we had a picture of a Super Comet box van which 
was new to Geest Industries, Spalding – it has been pointed out correctly by a couple 
of readers that this was registered in Lincolnshire (Holland), not London as stated.   

This 14.B/10 Beaver artic of Road Services (Caledonian), Dumfries, was pictured on the 
A74 in May 1966.   VSM 669 was delivered in September 1957, with chassis no.572189 (the 
fi rst two numbers denoting the year of build) and 14.B/10 line no.157.  Perhaps the Ford 
Thames 4D was slip-streaming the Beaver in order to get up the hill – perhaps?!
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KGE 2 was a Leyland Hippo 19.H/1, chassis no.522270, line no.546, and new to A&W 
Hemphill of Govan in August 1952.  It was photographed by Peter in Finnieston Street, 
Glasgow, November 1965 with a well sheeted load.

What a lovely action picture!  C W Mitchie, Aberdeen purchased this Leyland Comet tipper, 
model  ECOS2/2R, RWS 691, in April 1958, seen here loading at the docks.   It had chassis 
no.584781 (in the Comet series for 1958) and line no.1014   (PJ Davies collection)
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The Shore Porters Society in Aberdeen was founded in 1498, six years after Columbus 
discovered America, one of the oldest co-operatives in existence.  They had this Leyland 
Comet 12C/6R, (chassis 626005, line no.16), new Jan 1963, with Luton van body seen here 
in Feb 1971.

Redpath Brown of Edinburgh bought this Leyland Octopus 24.O/4, chassis no.573215, line 
no.683, in December 1957.   It is seen here at speed on the A90 near the Forth Road Bridge 
in May 1967
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GG 6908 was a Leyland Bull TSQ3 removal van (chassis no.1023 in the series which started 
at 101 in 1931), probably with a locally built body as this photograph was sent to Leyland 
Motors by a Glasgow photographer.  It was new to McIntosh in April 1932  

(BCVMT L011263)

Another URG (Aberdeen) registered Leyland was this February 1963 delivered Leyland 
Octopus, 24.O/9R, of John Rhind, Aberdeen, photographed in Perth, July 1970.  It had 
chassis no.629192, line no.212)
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PCS 661M was a 1974 G-cabbed Leyland Boxer owned by Robert King & Sons of Irvine 
(chassis number unknown).  It is seen here with its box van body at Toddington M1 Services 
in May 1974.

Charles Alexander had two Leyland Octopus, model 24.LOT/2AR (chassis nos. L63238/948, 
line nos.17/18) delivered in October 1966, registered in Aberdeen as FRS 774/822D, order 
unknown.  Here is FRS 774D in their yard at Aberdeen, February 1971
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 The well known operator, T&M Catto of Aberdeen had a rather fl amboyant and old-
fashioned livery as shown on their 1980 Leyland Roadtrain 16.28 artic.  It was photographed 
at the Birch M62 Services in February 1982  

Glasgow registered, UGE 48R, was a 1976 Leyland Marathon artic of W J Ritchie, Haulage 
Contractors, Glasgow.  It was clearly a functional looking lorry, loaded with machinery, 
and photographed on a dull day at Tollcross, Glasgow, in April 1978.
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There’s no background to this picture but what an interesting outfit!   UC 5478 is a 1928 Leyland QH2 (six tonner), chassis no. 16236, with 4 ton drawbar trailer carrying two “lift” boxes, once a common 
sight on our roads, right up to the 1960s.   The “greedy boards” have been removed from the roofs of the containers leaving their hinges protruding upwards.  No crew cabs in those days – it looks as though 
the manager of the Pall Mall Deposit & Forwarding Co Ltd is trying out the rather precarious open cab for his men, accessed by a ladder and a narrow plank to walk along to enter the door, with a grab 
handle to ensure safety – what would today’s Health & Safety people think of this?!  The chassis of the lorry was supplied by Leyland’s London Depot in December 1927 prior to a cab and platform being 
fitted, presumably by a London firm.   The solid tyred wheels would have an overall diameter over the tyres of 1050mm, with wheel rim diameter of 850mm and 160mm wide tyres, giving a tyre size of 1050 
x 160 for 850.  Note the spare two-gallon petrol cans in a cage at the side of the lorry – at 4 mpg these would not get them very far!          (Roger Warwick collection) 

A OPEN TOURER  AND TRAILER ?!
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Thanks to John Bennett, Maurice Doggett, Mike Elliott, Mike Fenton, Peter Greaves, Alan 
Pritchard, Derek Roy and Mike Sutcliffe.  My special thanks to Bob Kell for all his hard 
work for the last few years and for his valuable help as I take-over.

Leyland Titan PD2/3, ‘South Africa’ (Torque No.32)
 I intended to start by answering a request under this heading for a photograph 
of one of the Willowbrook single deckers as delivered to Yorkshire WD in 1949, in 
an attempt to hold the record for the slowest response ever to a question in Torque.  
However, when I checked, I realised that the request was for one of the Titan OPD2/
1s rather than the more common Tiger PS2s.  There were only six of the former out of 
a total of thirty fi ve.  At that time, a friend and I used to haunt the YWD depots almost 
every weekend observing the vehicles in the minutest of detail and we never detected 
any differences within the whole batch, thinking that they were all PS2s.  Did the 
OPD2/1 chassis really have the same wheelbase as the PS2/5?  Were the six really 
OPD2/1s?  The PSV Circle gives the chassis numbers for them as 492979-84.
Palanquin, London W3, Leyland Tiger TS2, XV 3774  (Torque Nos.53-4)
 Mike Sutcliffe points out that TD1s had a wheelbase of 16ft 6in for a vehicle 
length of 24ft 9in, 
whereas the TS2 
had a wheelbase of 
17ft 6in and shorter 
(than the TS1) rear 
overhang, originally 
for a vehicle length 
of 26ft.  As the 
regulations changed 
in 1931, allowing a 

double decker to be 26ft long, 
there should not have been a 
problem on rebodying.  Maurice 
Doggett tells us that Eastern 
Counties had two more TS2s, 
VE309-10, which originated 
with Ortona, similarly rebodied 
except that they had fi ve rather 
than six bay bodies.  Here are 
“before” and “after” pictures.
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Arlington and Meltz bodied Tigers (Torque Nos.52-4)
 John Bennett corrects our earlier comments in that HX 5033, a photograph in 
Torque No.54, had a body by Meltz and Son, Ealing, not by Arlington. 
Ashton Coaches, Leyland Tiger TS6, ED 8919 (Torque No.54)
 There is general agreement that this coach had a Santus C32F body and that it was
new to J Ashton, in March 1935, confi rmed by an advertising postcard from Santus.
Royal Arsenal Co-op, Leyland Tiger TS7, BYE 995 (Torque No.54)
 John Bennett and Mike Fenton agree that BYE 995 had a Beadle FC32F body, 
new to RACS in 7/35.
Royal Arsenal Co-op, Leyland Tiger TS7, DYO 297 (Torque No.54)
 This coach was one of a batch of four, DYO 297-300.  Please note – these were 
TS7 chassis, not TS8s as incorrectly recorded in many places.  Sadly, no agreement 
here about the coachbuilder with one reply saying that it was not Beadle but could 
be Strachan and two saying that it probably was Beadle.  DYO298 was recorded as 
Beadle when on loan to London Transport.
Adnams, Merton, Leyland Tiger TS7, EA 8300 (Torque No.54)
Everyone agrees that 
this very attractive 
coach had a Duple 
C32F body.  It was 
new in March 1937 to 
G Hill (Hills Tours), 
West Bromwich and 
not surprisingly had a 
long history.  It passed 
to Adnams in 3/38 
who were taken over 
by United Service 
Transport Ltd in 
6/46 and then passed to EG Wilmot, Southall in 4/58.  Here’s 
another view of the coach.

NEW ITEMS
JJ Longstaff, Mirfi eld, Leyland Tiger PS1/1, GWW 667
 It seems appropriate to include this coach since Longstaff has just deregistered 
its one and only route.  Established in 1925 and operated by three generations of the 
family, for many years Longstaff had a thriving coach business and were Yorkshire 
Woollen’s main rival for private hire business in the area.  We always had them 
for our annual school trips to the seaside.  Sadly, they closed their coach business 
in January 2007 leaving them with just two Wright bodied Volvos to operate their 
Dewsbury-Mirfi eld service.  However, A Lyles and Son, Batley is now using the 
Volvos on the service still carrying the Longstaff livery and name.

(OS Collection)
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          I have known this company all my life.  Two of my aunts knew the founder 
of the business and always referred to their vehicles as ‘John James’s’, somewhat 
confusing for a young lad.  After all that, does anyone know who built the body on 
GWW 667?  

Crown Coaches, Newcastle, Leyland Cub KP3, WG 1173
 Not exactly the most attractive of vehicles!  Is the body really a Plaxton 
product? - How did it get there?  

(Dr MA Taylor)

(RC Davis)
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Moffat, Leyland Tiger PS1, GAO 510
 A nicely proportioned body, which can’t quite decide whether it is a bus or a 
coach.  Who was the coachbuilder and where was Moffat based?

Glider, Leyland TS4, FOT 129
 A very presentable vehicle which has been modernised with a CovRad 
radiator and a fl ash on the side.  Does anyone know who built the body and where 
Glider came from?

(Dr MA Taylor)

(JC Gillham)
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Martin Phippard visited Israel for the fi rst time in the early 1960s and the experience made 
a life-long impression.  He recalls  – “I remember dozens of little khaki-coloured American 
Autocar tractor units hauling huge loads over an indifferent road network.  It was obvious 
that these vehicles and others like them were making an essential contribution to the 
country’s infrastructure,” he recalls.

 Since that time Martin has visited Israel several times and has forged close 
links with several of the country’s transport operators and road transport enthusiasts.  
His most recent visit in the company of his youngest grandson was supposedly a 
‘cultural experience’ although Martin admits that he found a few spare moments 
in which to indulge his passion for heavy trucks.  One such occasion witnessed his 
second visit to the open air museum established by the Livnat family, owners of the 
huge Taavura organisation.  There he was reminded of the part Leyland played in the 
company’s road transport history.  His report is as follows.
 Like most enthusiasts of road transport I have what I suppose are best described 
as my ‘areas of special interest’.  It goes without saying, I hope, that most heavy 
commercial vehicles are of interest but my personal preference is the study of 
‘confi gurations’ and the reasons why different combinations are set up the way they 
are.  So I surprised myself recently when I took to delving deeper into the history of 
Leyland trucks built in Ashdod, Israel.  After all, my knowledge of the Leyland range 
is sketchy at best, the only ‘Leyland’ product I ever drove for a living was a 1960s 
Albion Riever and only a few fellow enthusiasts have even heard of the elusive 
‘Ashdod Leyland’ invariably confusing it with the better-known Ashok-Leyland built 
in India. So it is perhaps even more diffi cult to explain what stimulated this unexpected 
foray into the realms of the unknown.  Nevertheless, having discovered a few interesting 
facts I felt that I should at least offer to share them with other interested parties.
 The State of Israel, as everyone will know, was created in 1948 and at that 
time truck transport was limited to ex-military machines left behind by the occupying 
British Forces.  Soon afterwards a few American vehicles such as Macks, Diamond 
Ts and Autocars were introduced and, during the 1950s, Scania and Volvo established 
importers for their products.
 In June 1961 Israel’s Minister for Commerce and Industry together with the 
Minister for Transport attended a meeting in Jerusalem with representatives of Leyland 
Motors.  The meeting witnessed the signing of an agreement between the two parties 
whereby Leyland truck and bus chassis would be assembled in Israel.  The plant 
would be co-owned by Leyland Motors and by the local Leyland dealer CNEC, and 
was destined to be built in Ashdod, a busy port city on Israel’s Mediterranean coast.  
The agreement marked the conclusion of a four-year quest by Israel to fi nd a suitable 
trading partner but, in what can only be described as an act of remarkable injustice, 
also introduced new legislation which effectively banned the import of ‘competitive 
products’ for a period of fi ve years – and, apparently this period was later extended!
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 Unsurprisingly other importers were outraged by this blatant and unanticipated 
monopoly.  The Scania-Vabis importer Jos. Miller had already established a thriving 
dealer network and indeed had attempted, albeit unsuccessfully, to set up its own 
factory years earlier.  But as the Daleks famously said, “resistance is futile” and 
despite energetic objections by several commercial vehicle importers a 120-acre site 
in Ashdod was quickly acquired and developed.
 Leyland was not to have things entirely its own way, however.  Among the 
various conditions of the ‘contractual monopoly’ was a requirement to increase the 
local content of all vehicles to 50% within fi ve years of the factory start-up. 
Similar trading conditions were already in place in other overseas assembly plants 
and Leyland was certain that it could fulfi l the Israeli requirement.  What the 
company had not anticipated was that Israeli hauliers, weaned on bonneted vehicles 
from the USA and Sweden, would soon demand a bonneted version of the Chieftan 
and Clydesdale, the models scheduled to be built at the Ashdod plant. 
 The new Leyland assembly plant was not opened until February 1963 
but in the interim period the company was obliged to seek the help of the Israeli 
company Merkavim based in Petah-Tikva, a suburb to the North and East of Tel 
Aviv.  Merkavim produced bus bodies but had earlier built cabs for the Volvo L465 
and was therefore viewed as an ideal partner.  Consequently on May 12 1962 a 
ceremony at the Merkavim plant witnessed the launch of the fi rst Leyland produced 
in Israel.  But the vehicle was not a Chieftan, nor a Clydesdale, but the heavier 
Leyland Super Beaver!  The Super Beaver had a cab and bonnet assembly that was 
easily reproduced by Merkavim: cabs for the Chieftan and Clydesdale were proving 
more of a problem.

A preserved Ashdod Leyland Super Beaver tanker at the Egged Museum.   (Benni Haspel)
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This bus is seen in Jaffa, the Arab suburb of Tel Aviv, 36-871, a Leyland Ashdod Royal Tiger 
Worldmaster LERT 1/1, chassis no.623912.  The body was built by Merkavim, equipped 
with a cashier boot which was situated above the rear right wheel.  It was used by DAN, the 
company in Tel Aviv, and was registered in May 1963 , one of a batch of 15  

(J Battersby col,  Caption by Benni Haspel)
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Two buses in Eilat, Gulf of Aqaba, Red Sea, Israel.   The one at the front is a typical coach 
for tourist operation by Egged, with body by Hawargaz..  39-510, was a Leyland Ashdod 
Royal Tiger Worldrmaster LERT 1/1, chassis no. L03306, registered to Egged in January 
1964.  The body was by Ha’Argaz, type 3 (“Camel”, Mk. I) and 94 units of this exact 
body were made in total.  The bus at the rear is 37-243, a Tiger Cub LOPSUC 1/1, chassis 
no.615804, with body by DAB (Denmark), this being the last of 15 DAB “Cubs” to be 
exported to Israel.  It was registered in February 1962 to United Tours (today part of Dan 
for tourist operations)                      (J Battersby col,  Caption by Benni Haspel)

The Leyland 
‘Super Beaver’ 
with its distinctive 
locally-built glass-
fi bre ‘corrugated’ 
cab doors was a 
popular truck in 
Israel during the 
1960s.
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 These medium-weight forward control vehicles employed the ‘Vista-Vue’ cab 
(also known as the LAD) a unit made up of steel panels and doors fi xed to a skeletal 
steel frame.  Production of similar units for an emerging nation such as Israel posed 
logistical problems since it was anticipated that only a few hundred cabs would be 
required each year.  Put simply the cost of setting up a cab plant for such modest 
numbers was prohibitive.  What was required was a locally-built cab of glass-fi bre 
construction, and here is where the story becomes really interesting!

  
  
 
 

 We must turn to Europe for the answer.  There is a lack of famous Belgian 
truck manufacturers, MOL being I suppose the one obvious exception.  Brossel is a 
name that does not readily spring to mind.  Indeed my Google Search Engine was 
convinced that I was seeking information on the ‘Brussels Sprout’ and insisted on 
directing me to sites associated with this detested vegetable. (I think they are rather 
nice when cooked properly! – Ed.)

This Super 
Beaver powered 
by a Leyland 
O.600 and 
having a Wilson 
SCG pre-select 
gearbox is 
driveable and is 
currently being 
restored.

Latest ‘Leyland’ 
truck to be added 
to the Taavura 
museum is this 
very English-
looking 4x2 ‘Super 
Six’.  Only LHD 
controls show it to 
be an export model 
and presumably 
the name Leyland 
was better known 
than Albion in 
Israel.
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 Etablissments Brossel Freres, however, was a legitimate builder of medium-
weight goods and passenger vehicles and operated in the period 1912 until around 
1968.  During the early1960s the business was acquired by Leyland and briefl y became 
part of the burgeoning Leyland Group prior to closing its doors for the last time. 
 In 1961 Brossel launched a new range of 12 – 19-ton gross vehicles badged 
as the ‘Europ’.  This model, based on the Leyland, featured a glass-fi bre replica of 
the LAD cab albeit with an angled twin headlights and access steps on both sides.  
Leyland Israel’s search for a suitable cab was over! 
 By December 1962 no fewer than 43 ‘Leyland’ Clydesdale units had been 
registered in Israel.  These featured the Brossel glass-fi bre Europ cab mounted on the 
steel Vista-Vue steel frame and had been assembled by the body-builder Merkavim.  
Most were fi tted out with general freight bodies although two were used as tractor 
units by the Haifa-based company Blue-Band Margarine and several saw service as 
medium-weight tippers.  
 When production at the Ashdod assembly plant began in February 1963 the 
fi rst vehicles produced were Leyland Clydesdales.  A total of 59 were completed by 
the end of August and in September assembly of the Chieftan was also started.  One 
obstacle, the requirement for an increase in local content had been resolved.  But the 
nagging issue of Israeli hauliers demanding a bonneted truck had yet to be addressed.

 

Once again the solution to the problem of sourcing a cab which could be produced 
locally in small numbers at a realistic price was discovered far from Israel.  Dansk 
Automobil Byggeri (DAB), a Danish bus builder, produced a cab which was 
eventually built under licence by the Israeli company Or-Lite, of Nes Ziona, near 
Tel Aviv.  Married to a glass-fi bre bonnet, and sitting atop familiar Leyland driveline 
components, the DAB/Or-Lite cab was used by Leyland on all Clydesdale/Chieftan 
vehicles built during the next decade.  No fewer than 2,361 (it has been suggested that 
this number may be incorrect) such models were assembled and the trucks became a 
familiar sight in Israel where they worked alongside the heavier Super Beaver.

Israeli-built 
‘Clydesdale’ at 
the Taavura open 
air museum and 
identifi ed as having 
a 150-hp Leyland 
diesel.
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 By 1966 320 employees at the 
Ashdod plant were producing 
around 1,000 trucks and buses a 
year and there was even talk of 
building some trucks for export.  
However, ‘disturbances’ caused 
by groups of jobless clashing 
with the local police over the 
May Day holiday triggered 
off threats of a strike and only 
retaliatory threats of a factory 
lock-out at the Leyland plant 
averted the anticipated work 
stoppage.
          Other stories concerning 
Leyland’s stranglehold on truck 
production in Israel during the 

1960s are still fresh in the minds of operators and rival importers 50-years after 
the event!  It is suggested, for example, that in another bid to protect its interests 
when the period of monopoly had expired, Leyland managed to convince the Israeli 
authorities to limit the load capacity of other trucks so that it would not exceed that of 
the various Leyland models.  And legend has it that in instances where this capacity 
was far exceeded, the size of the bodywork was reduced in order to restrict the load 
space! Although much was made of the need to maintain a ‘working relationship that 
would benefi t both the State of Israel and Leyland’ these high-sounding principles 
were soon abandoned by Leyland when it was clear that larger sales volumes were 
available from the oil-rich Arab nations.  At this point Israel had sound reasons to 
doubt the decision to allow Leyland a completely free hand at the expense of other 
truck builders.

Leyland Clydesdale with the locally-built cab and 
bonnet.

Military Scammell 
Contractors 
used by the IDF 
were powered 
by the Cummins 
335 diesel and 
featured a Fuller 
Roadranger RTO-
9513 overdrive 13-
speed non-synchro 
gearbox.
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 In 1973 Leyland transferred ownership of the Ashdod plant to the North 
American manufacturer, Mack Trucks Inc.  It is generally acknowledged that with 
the gradual scaling down of the Leyland operation and the Israeli requirement for 
heavier, more powerful trucks capable of hauling greater payloads, Mack was able to 
begin its assembly operation while incurring only minimal costs.  Among the various 
models produced there were the Mack F, FM, DM, R and MB models but several 
Leylands were assembled alongside their North American counterparts, some being 
equipped with a partial or even complete Mack driveline.  The last Leyland to leave 
the Ashdod factory did so in 1978 and Mack eventually closed down its assembly 
operation there in 1985 thereby concluding Israel’s involvement in the business of 
truck building.
It is only fair to add that my knowledge of the mechanical specifi cations of the 
various Ashdod-Leyland models is limited to the fact that some Leyland Super 
Beaver models employed the Wilson SCG pre-select gearbox and that the ‘Leyland’ 
Contractor as used by the Israeli Defence Force was powered by a Cummins 
NTC-335 driving through a Fuller RTO-9513 overdrive gearbox to Scammell hub-
reduction drive axles.  
 Martin concludes his report by stating that although the history of Israel’s 
road transport industry is very fragmented at present, attempts by a few dedicated 
individuals are being made to collate an accurate record of events since 1948. 
Credits and sincere thanks to  –  Amnon Trenchiner Collection, Kiryat Shmona, Israel;  
George Burt ;  Itsik Levy, Ness;  Ziona, Israel;  Dov Kredo, Amirim;  Taavura Truck 
Museum, Ramla, Israel, and Yohay Shinar, israelmotorindustry.org  (All photos by 
Martin Phippard except where stated)

One of the 20 or so civilian Ashdod Leyland Contractors, seen in the ealy 
1970s.  Note the Leyland name in place of Scammell. (Israel Nachman)
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 I said I would tell you what I know about Leyland in the USA/Canada, so 
here goes  –  I spent three months in North America in the Winter of 1963 including 
visiting the Leyland operations in New York and Montreal.  I have not managed to 
unearth a copy of my report so am writing this from memory.
 The New York operation was set up around 1961 in co-operation with Jaguar, 
sharing an offi ce on Manhattan. Leyland had its own service workshop in the Queens/
Brooklyn area.  It was staffed by a Service Manager, two or three fi tters and a Field 
Service Engineer Eric Dick from Albion.  With no service network outside New 
York the emphasis was on lighter trucks for local delivery work.  All were from the 
Albion range but were badged as Leylands.  The operation was not very successful.  
There was a large stock of unsold vehicles stored in the open.  Starter motor failure 
was a major problem in the cold weather.
 Leyland had grander aspirations in Canada.  It operated from an airfi eld site 
at Longueuil, across the St Lawrence river from downtown Montreal.  In the early 
1950s the staff included Ron Ellis, John McHugh, Philip Hill and Ken Woods.  The 
fi rst three returned to England in the period 1953-1960 to senior positions.  A fourth 
British engineer went to Mack Trucks at Allentown.  John McHugh held the position 
of Chief Engineer and was well known in North American automotive circles, 
indeed, my whole trip was structured around letters of introduction from him.
 I am not sure what was engineered in Canada.  All I came across were some 
Flexible buses with Leyland engines in Chicago.  By 1963, only Ken Woods with 
a staff two or three remained.  His main business was supply of spares for Leyland 
engines in Aveling-Barford graders and acting as landlord for the site, parts of which 
were let.  At the time of my visit discussions were underway on the specifi cation of a 
tractor unit for the Canadian market.  This was delivered in 1964, I think, and known 
as the Canadian Beaver at Leyland.  Bruce Smallbone, who won the North American 
trip in 1965, rode in it from Toronto up around the Great Lakes.  His main memory 
seems to have been of the extreme cold.
 A further prototype aimed specifi cally at the Canadian market was a Leyland-
MCW Olympic delivered in early 1966.  I have contacted Bruce and also Brian Tolan 
to see if they can add to my recollections of these two prototypes.  My recollection 
of the tractor unit is that it had a 3rd axle.  Drive was to the rearmost axle and the 
centre axle had a welded in drop centre to clear the propshaft.  Bruce has reminded 
me that it had a pneumocyclic gearbox, presumably with splitter.
 The Olympic was rather unique.  Built to Canadian dimensions it had a 
transverse rear mounted O.680 engine driving an Atlantean rear axle through an 
angle drive and a Spicer 184 transmission.  The latter was based on the pre-war 
Leyland torque converter but with automatic engagement of direct drive. 
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 My clearest recollection 
concerns the fuel.  Ken Woods 
had impressed on me the need to 
fi ll any vehicles sent to Canada 
during the Winter months with 
Canadian spec fuels.  We asked 
Shell if they could supply them 
and they suggested we fi ll up with 
paraffi n + 4% lube oil, but we 
would have to arrange to pay the 
duty to Customs & Excise.  This 
was apparently too much trouble 
for the latter to collect.  They 
told us “If you are only driving 
from Leyland to Liverpool do 
it anyway, if you are unlucky 
enough to get caught we won’t 
press charges”.  That’s exactly 
what we did and had no problem 
with them.
 Brian Heath, who had 
been responsible for the design, 
and Tony McNamara, a fi tter from 
Prototype, went out to Montreal.  
Tony was unfortunate enough to suffer a spinal injury whilst driving when he hit a 
mound of ice caused by water dripping from a bridge freezing on the road below.  
So far as we know neither prototype resulted in any sales – I expect there will be 
photographs which will support (or otherwise) these recollections if they could be 
found in the Leyland Archive.
 Brian Tolan does not remember either of these vehicles but did throw up a 
couple of names in connection with Ashok.  One was Trevor Hindle, we have no 
contact details but mention in case he is known to the society.  The other is John 
Begg.  Brian worked for John in Pakistan for a time after the collapse of Leyland- 
DAF.  Brian later returned to Leyland Trucks, John went to Ashok and is believed to 
be still there.
 I am not sure if any of those I have mentioned in connection with Canada and 
the USA are still with us.  Eric Dick would be most likely.  Brian Heath and John 
McHugh are not.  The others would now be a great age.  There are probably one or 
two younger engineers who worked on one or other still around but I can’t remember 
any names.  (There are many names here, also references to events and vehicles which 
should spark off some memories or comment.   Please write to the editor so that we can 
expand on this subject, and a big thank you to Harold for taking the time to write with these 
memories – Ed.)
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This is a new section which will appear in Torque from time to time to display some of the 
more interesting photographs which we have acquired for the Leyland Society Archive.  
Both photographs have come from the Bob Davis collection, with details for the captions 
by John Bennett.  

Jane Dunning traded as “Green Line” from Sunnyfi eld Garage, Gt Ayton, North Yorks and sold out to 
Saltburn Motor Services in January 1954.  This Lion LT5 (chassis 1581), UP 6922, was new in June 
1932 to Venture, Consett, no.25.  It was purchased by Dunning in October 1946 and rebodied with this 
classic, heavy looking, ACB C33F body.

Despite its appearance with a TS4 Tiger radiator, J Dunning had another Lion LT5 (chassis 1772), 
FW 3222.  It started life in July 1932 with a Leyland bus body, operating as a Leyland demonstrator to 
Cleethorpes UDC, no.9.  It passed to Dunning c1933 and received a new C32F coach body by Plaxton 
in 1939, being withdrawn in 1950.
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Leyland Titan Radiators – From Paul Roberts
 The recent article on PD1 radiator painting in Leicester.  I was brought up 
in Doncaster where the Corporation bought six PD2s over the period 1947, 1948 
and 1953.  In the 1950s and ‘60s these ran with a mix of chromed and polished 
aluminium radiators and I noticed that the buses carrying the chrome version kept 
changing.  As a young schoolboy I thought that the radiator was part of the bus and 
couldn’t understand how this could happen.  My memory ties in with the practice 
described in Leicester, although DCT never painted any of its Leyland radiators.  
  Two batches of four PD3/4s were delivered, with aluminium radiators, in 1962-
3,  the transport department favouring exposed rads. on its Titans right until this fi nal 
batch.  Interestingly in the late 1960s one of these PD3s, No.176, 476 HDT, ran with 
a chrome radiator for a period, presumably transplanted from a 1947 built PD2/1!  As 
far as I know PD3s not normally carried chrome radiators.  I wondered if any reader 
could shed further light on any other PD3s so fi tted although Leicester with its huge 
fl eet of  “tin fronts”  is possibly not the appropriate place to ask this question!  

(I’m sure it is appropriate to ask the question Paul.  I have another angle on the subject of PD1 
radiators.   Back in 1959, Bamber Bridge Motor Services decided to remove the paint from and 
polish the brass radiator on one of their three PD1s.  This only lasted for 3 weeks as it needed 
so much polishing in poor weather it was decided to paint it again.  I was lucky enough to be 
there at the time and captured it on fi lm – surely the only post-war Leyland to have a polished 
brass radiator – and how nice it looked!  Unfortunately we are unable to print Torque in colour 
so you will need to imagine the shiny brass-yellow radiator in this photograph, next to the 
bright red, white and black paintwork - Magnifi cent!  – Ed.)
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Kent Fire Brigade – From John Meakins
 Would you be interested in using the attached photographs of two vehicles 
both of which were used by the Kent Fire Brigade following their service bus life.  
The pictures and captions are as they appear in the book ‘Firefi ghting In Kent’ by 
Roger Mardon and myself.  

This 1931 Leyland Titan TD1 ex-Maidstone & District bus, KJ 1924, was converted 
into a mobile unit providing control, canteen and exhibition facilities by Kent Fire 
Brigade in 1949.  The petrol-engined vehicle, with Leyland’s own bodywork, 
continued in this role until sold in 1956. (S. M. Gillard)

Another Leyland bus, 
this time a fourteen-
year-old Atlantean 
with bodywork by 
East Lancashire 
Coachbuilders, was 
acquired by the 
Brigade in 1992 for 
use as an exhibition 
unit.  It remained in 
service for the next ten 
years spreading the 
fi re safety message. 

(Roger C. Mardon)
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Shop Wagons – From John Battersby
          After I fi nished my time working in the Leyland Fleet Transport Garage with 
Jim Lamb and Joe Longson, I had two or three months in Len Sutton’s offi ce.  This 
card is in my handwriting and was part of the work I did with Bob Banks, the Fleet 
Clerk, showing the operating cost per mile and the fl eet number of each Shop Wagon.  
I have put a pencil note against each number to denote the type of wagon.  ( C = 
Comet;   B = Beaver;   O 
= Octopus;   IB = Interim 
Beaver (no.39) 7.4 engine,  
and T = TSC18 Beaver).  
The Beaver + Trailer was 
no.27 which was driven by 
Tom every day with CKD 
shipping to Liverpool 
Docks.  The year was, I 
think, 1957.   (Do we have 
enough information here 
for one of our members to 
produce a detailed fl eet list 
please? – Malcolm?? – Ed.)

Which one was this? – A TSC18 Beaver, built in 1940, and photographed by Eric Muckley 
after sale to Frank Bilsborrow, Leyland (who registered it WTF 753D in 1966 as LML 
mainly ran their Shop Wagons on trade plates).   The Beaver went into preservation and 
was at the East Lancashire Railway – is it still there?   Frank was a very interesting man and 
had a scrap yard where he bought many items from Leyland Motors, including the unused 
remains of the steam wagon from Australia, now restored and in the BCVM – Ed.)
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Two Unusual Leyland Badges

 Two more rather unusual badges have turned 
up, the fi rst being a photograph sent to us by Michael 
and Murray Shears, of a Leyland Royal Tiger badge 
– a sort of “woolly” version of what we are used to seeing, in fact, if it had longer 
teeth it could be described as a Sabre Tooth Tiger!  (V8, Rear Engine ?!)   It appears 
to have been painted onto a fl at piece of aluminium, the correct shape, and then 
varnished; it could even be a transfer – possibly a trial run for the fi nal badge?   Who 
can tell us anything about it? 
          The next is believed to have come from the Bristol factory, a drawing of 
a proposed badge for the Leyland Unicorn – could this have been a less serious 
suggestion for what became the Leyland Olympian ??
Southdown Royal Tiger – From Robert Smith
          Thank you also for publishing my plea for information about UCD 116 in Torque 
No.54.  The Royal Tiger shown on page 45 of the same issue is very interesting.  It 
will be the former Southdown 806 (renumbered 1806 in 1954), LCD 206, which had 
PSU1/15 chassis 505545 and Duple Ambassador body 56371, new in May 1951 
as C26C for holiday tours and converted to C41C for general duties in April 1962.  It 
was sold to Frank Cowley Ltd, Salford, Lancashire (dealer) in September 1966, who 
sold it to O’Donahue, Tipperary, County Tipperary, by August 1967.  It had moved 
on to The Aherlow by September 1970 and was not heard of again until Jonathan 
Miller found it.  However, I thought The Aherlow was also in Tipperary.
          I shall be very grateful for any more information and pictures about this coach’s 
life in Ireland, including its Irish registration and the full names and addresses of the 
operators, so that I can correct and improve Southdown Enthusiasts Club records.  
I am currently compiling some disposals notes for the Club and in the New Year 
will edit a new edition of their Southdown Survivors book.  I will be glad to add 
Jonathan’s contact details in the Club’s Journal to try to help the coach’s survival.  
But ....restoration possibility...??!!

Leyland Torque 55.indd   44Leyland Torque 55.indd 44 6/3/12   18:38:426/3/12 18:38:42



Spring 2012 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 55 45

Leyland Cubs in New Zealand – From Bill Cowan
 Are the enclosed photos any use for the magazine?  (They certainly are, Bill! 
– Ed.)   The New Zealand Railways Road Services, up until the mid-1950s, had an 
extensive fl eet of pre-WW2 Cubs.  These photos were taken about 1956 in the South 
Island and depict a couple of 1939/40 purchases.  Both photos are from the Alan 

Stephenson collection.  
In the second photo Alan 
is on the left in front 
of an SB Bedford and 
Mauri Jackson is in front 
of the Leyland which by 
1956 had probably been 
relegated to school bus 
duties.  
 The Leyland broad-
side on view is No.760 

which entered service on 14th December 1939 and was withdrawn on 3rd March 
1958.  Its chassis number was 201712, the body was by New Zealand Motor Bodies 
and was a 21 seater front entrance bus.  (Incidentally the photo was taken by A. Storer 
and is held in the Alan Stephenson collection).  760 was usually based in Dunedin.  
The other Leyland is No.762 which entered service in 1940; its withdrawal date is 
uncertain but was bound to be in the mid-fi fties.  Its chassis number was 201768; 
bodywork and seating details were the same as for 760.  This bus was usually based 
in Christchurch.  
 In the last year or so some comprehensive booklets on the vehicle fl eets 
operated by the New Zealand Railways Road Services have been published.  The 
NZRRS operated a large number of various models of Leylands.
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Leyland Tiger TS2 Steering Boxes – From Nick Webster
          I have been working on my TS2 Tiger and contrary to my expectations based on 
the original workshop manual, the steering box is not a worm and sector.  Instead it 
is a Marles type with worm and single roller.  The drop arm moves in a plane across 
the vehicle, via a link to the near side hub as original, but as far as I am aware this 
is something that fell out of favour after the 1930s.  The information plate carries 
the following data:  Unit No.88 then below this 42 and S3.  Finally the date fi tted is 
15 11 8 – that is all.  My suspicions are that this box was fi tted during an upgrade 
to the chassis before rebodying by Harrington in early 1939 (could 8 be short for 
1938?).  I suspect it was a new unit rather than overhauled second hand but I would 
be interested to know of the origin and potential for obtaining overhaul information.  
Despite being full of lubricant it has seized solid.  Can anyone help with information, 
given the numbers above?  Many thanks.

Ribble Atlantean, Bomb Trolley – From Ted Smith
 In the 1960s as Depot Engineer at Wigan, when informed by my company, 
Ribble Motor Services, that three of the Leyland Atlantean buses allocated to 
that Depot required sets of modifi ed rear chassis 
extensions fi tting, I looked for methods of  power 
pack removal and settled on the idea of a redundant 
bomb trolley with castor type wheels.  This proved 
to be an ideal carrier, which made power pack 
removal and re-fi tment an easy task.  (What was 
the reason for this modifi cation and was it common 
practice with early Atlanteans? – Ed.)
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SALES

Moquette  – The Aire Valley Transport Group has the following moquette for 
sale  -  2 x 26 metre rolls of Holdsworths’ 1950s style moquette in a nice wine/ 
red colour.  In addition, Greg Lawson is in advanced talks with Holdsworths 
regarding reproducing some blue heritage moquette and is looking to take orders.
   pattern 1,   1940/50s Royal Blue coach  / Bradford city transport  pattern, 
   pattern 2,    a typical 1940 to early 1950s coach pattern. 
   pattern 3,   1950s non descript bus pattern
   pattern 4,    honeycomb pattern in buff with very small blue lines 
If anyone would like more details or to view the designs please contact Greg direct 
greglawson@blueyonder.co.uk or call 07887 726686

COVER PICTURES

Front Cover          
  “Leylands Last Longer” – was one of Leyland’s slogans in the 1920s/ early 
1930s, and how right they were!   This Lion LT1 started life with Devon General 
in 1930 (chassis no.50728) and was withdrawn and sold to a dealer in 1937.  In 
1941 it joined the fl eet of R Williamson & Sons, Bridlington, its Hall Lewis B32D 
body having been very substantially rebuilt.   Seen here in Chapel Street outside the 
Methodist Chapel, a massive “Victorian Neoclassical” Grade 2 Listed building, the 
Lion is looking rather battered prior to its withdrawal in July 1947; it later went on 
to further work for J Hirst, Holmfi rth.             (Leyland Society Archive)

Back Cover
 Seen here is the City Of Plymouth Fire Brigade’s Leyland ‘Beaver’ based 
Hydraulic Platform Pump HCO 999F.  The booms of the platform were manufactured 
by Simon Engineering of Dudley and could reach an operational height of 65feet. 
The Beaver chassis was a 16BT/1R, chassis no. L64799, line no.79 and delivered 
to Carmichaels in February 1967.  The pump fi tted was a multi pressure Gwynne 
unit and the bodywork was by Carmichael & Sons of Worcester.  Plymouth were to 
eventually operate eight fi re appliances on Beaver chassis.           (BCVMT L095808) 

Inchicore Works – From Cyril McIntyre 
 Re the photograph on Page 45of Torque No.54 (of which I also have a print) 
–  this was taken in the Dublin United Tramway Co Workshops at Spa Road in 
Inchicore (not to be confused with the GSR railway engineering works, also located 
in Inchicore, a short distance away, off Grattan Crescent/Tyrconnell Road).  It can be 
dated as taken between November 1936 and June 1937, during which time a batch 
of 55 Leyland Lion LT7 chassis were bodied there.  The frames and shells of these 
bodies were imported in kit form from Walter Alexander & Sons of Stirling and 
were assembled on the chassis in Spa Road, a practice followed subsequently with 
Leyland bodies for double-deckers. 
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 Opinions and views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
Society, its offi cers nor the Editor. The Editor would be pleased if members could bring to his 
attention any errors. Every effort is made to give due credit for all photographs and material 
used. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, then the Editor must be informed 
to enable acknowledgement to be made. Under the Data Protection Act 1984, the Society 
gives notice that membership records, Leyland Vehicle Register details and Leyland Torque 
dispatch information are held on a data base. The Society undertakes that this information is 
not divulged to any outside agency or individual.
 This issue of Leyland Torque has been produced by Mike Sutcliffe, with additional 
help from Neil Steele. It was printed by Proco Print, Sheffi eld. Distribution by RnB Mailing, 
Leeds. Items for inclusion in the Summer 2012 issue should be sent to the Editor by 
20th April 2012, please.

 These two Leyland Beaver 12B/7 tractors were the fi rst of their type to be 
owned by Jarvis Robinson Transport, Liverpool as their fl eet numbers 161/62, JKF 
160/61 (chassis nos.504234/35 line nos.68/69).  One is seen here hauling special ‘four 
in line’ trailer, they are carrying propellers for the “SS. Franconia” on a wet day, 13th 
March 1951.            (BCVMT  L042530) 

LIVERPOOL BEAVERS HAULING PROPELLERS
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  Hon. PRESIDENT Andrea Thompson, Managing Director,
                                  Leyland Trucks Ltd.

 Hon. VICE PRESIDENTS Gordon Baron, 44 Rhoslan Park,
   76 Conwy Road, Colwyn Bay LL29 7HR

  Neil D. Steele, 18 Kingfi sher Crescent, 
  Cheadle, Staffordshire, ST10 1RZ

 CHAIRMAN, BCVM LIAISON  Ron Phillips, 16 Victoria Avenue,
  ‘FLEET BOOKS’ EDITOR Grappenhall, Warrington, WA4 2PD

 EDITOR and SECRETARY Mike A Sutcliffe MBE, ‘Valley Forge’ 
  213 Castle Hill Road, Totternhoe, 
  Dunstable, Beds LU6 2DA

 MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY David J. Moores, 10 Lady Gate, 
  Diseworth, Derby DE74 2QF

 TREASURER  David E.Berry, 40 Bodiam Drive,
 VEHICLE REGISTRAR Toothill, Swindon, Wilts, SN5 8BE

 WEBMASTER John Woodhouse, contact via David Bishop

 WEBSITE & NEW MEMBERS David L. Bishop, ‘Sunnyside’ Whitchurch
  Road, Aston, Nantwich, CW5 8DB

 TECHNICAL & SPARES Don Hilton, 79 Waterdell, Leighton    
  Buzzard, Beds. LU7 3PL 

 EVENT COORDINATOR Gary Dwyer, 8 St Mary’s Close, West St.
  Sompting, Lancing, W. Sussex  BN15 0AF

 COMMITTEE MEMBER John Howie, 37 Balcombe Gardens, 
  Horley, Surrey, RH6 9BY

 COMMITTEE MEMBER Terry Spalding, 5 Layton Avenue, 
  Mansfi eld, Notts. NG18 5PJ

 MEMBERSHIP
Subscription levels are £24 per annum (Family £28), £30 for EEC members, £35 (in Sterling) for 
membership outside the EEC.  Anyone joining after 1st April and before 31st July will have their 
membership carried over to the next 31st July, ie up to 16 months.  This is good value for money and 
new members are welcomed.  Application forms are available from the Membership Secretary or via 
the Website  www.leylandsociety.co.uk 

 Available from good newsagents.
Price £3.75

or e-mail presbusps@aol.com

Tel: 02392 655224
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