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EDITORIAL

Issue No. 44 Summer 2009

CONTENTS

  This has been a particularly diffi cult issue of Leyland Torque to produce for 
a number of reasons which include obtaining additional information and photographs 
to enhance the Sheffi eld Titanic article, which we hope you will fi nd enjoyable, 
together with a computer that tried to convert text into what looked like Chinese!  
Added to this was the production of this year’s Society Journal which, despite efforts 
to produce the Journal before this issue of Torque to avoid the usual clash, various 
hold-ups meant that its fi nal production was at exactly the same time, again!  Anyway, 
here is Torque, and it is hoped that you enjoy this issue, despite the fact that your 
Editor now has slightly fewer hairs on his head!  Gary Dwyer has helped enormously 
with the production of the Journal which I am sure you will fi nd is a very good issue, 
and Ron has nearly fi nsihed the Plymouth book.
 In this year celebrating fi fty years of production of the Atlantean, David 
Powell has kindly written the 2nd Part of our four special Atlantean articles and Ron  
has Part 3 three lined up for the next issue. For the lorry enthusiasts we have a feature 
on Leylands with tanker bodies and it is hoped to be able to continue this type of 
“album style” of feature in forthcoming issues of Leyland Torque to keep up the 
lorry content.
 Included with the tankers photographs are two very unusual and powerful 
looking Leylands for service in Iran – there was a large and interesting fl eet of 
Leyland lorries sold to Iran both before and after the Second World War. The Iranian 
rear engined Leyland Lion buses and coaches are featured heavily in this year’s 
Society Journal, an article that has grown from next to nothing over the last 12 
months. It also includes a picture of the ex-Blackpool Burlingham bodied Leyland 
PD2 (which John Shearman and others drove to Iran) in a snow storm outside the 
Leyland factory in Iran. John Battersby, former Leyland empoloyee, has sent some 
interesting photographs and it would be good to put together a short history of the 
Leylands operated in Iran, also details of the factory – when was it built and what 
happened to it? – can any reader help here please?
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Membership Renewals, 2009/10
 Renewal forms are included with this issue of Torque and it would be very 
helpful if you would please renew as promptly as possible – thank you.  As mentioned 
last time, the UK membership is now £24, due to the much higher postage costs 
which seem to go up in leaps and bounds every year, also printing costs. We have, 
however, managed to keep subscription levels the same for 10 years and hope that 
costs will stabilize now for some time

Leyland Society AGM, Sunday 8th November 2009
 Advance notice is being given of the 2009 AGM so that you can get the date 
fi rmly fi xed in your diary. It is to be held at the usual venue, the Museum of British 
Road Transport, Hales Street, Coventry starting at 1.00pm in the Bettman Room. At 
the 2008 AGM we had a higher number of members than usual attend and to hear the 
magnifi cent talk given to us by Malcolm Margetts and a summary of his talk appears 
in the Leyland Society Journal No.11. Please do come and join us at the AGM, you 
would be most welcome.

11th Leyland Society Gathering at Leyland, Sat./Sun. 11th/12th July 2009
 Preparations for the 2009 Gathering  are progressing well and, as outlined in 
the last edition of Torque, our event will form part of the ‘Leyland Transport Festival’ 
which is being held over the weekend of 11th/12th July. This new format event is 
spread over two days and it is hoped to attract a large number of visitors to Leyland 
over the weekend. The Festival will be a vehicle parade through Leyland town centre 
on the Saturday afternoon and Society members are invited to take part and show our 
restored vehicles to the local residents, many of whom will probably be familiar with 
these models.
 We are lucky to have been offered the use of the northern end of the former 
Leyland Motors Farington Works site where many of our vehicles will have been 
assembled. Sadly for enthusiasts, the area is gradually being redeveloped for other 
industrial uses and most of the original buildings have been demolished but it is 
good for the Society to have the opportunity to hold our event on this site before all 
trace of Leylands activities disappear forever. The Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust 
(RVPT) will be running a preserved bus service between the Gathering site and the 
British Commercial Vehicle Museum. This year also marks the 90th anniversary of 
the formation of Ribble Motor Services and a special Ribble display is planned by 
the RVPT.
 We already have a good number of entries for the event but even if you have 
not been able to enter a vehicle, it would be good to see new and familiar faces and 
so we would encourage all members to attend sometime over the weekend. Come 
along and meet the Committee members and we can all reminisce about the good old 
days when Leyland  Motors was a major vehicle builder!  The Society sales stand 
will be in attendance and you will be able to stock up on Society merchandise or 
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back numbers of Torque and Journal to make your collection complete. You will also 
be able to pay your membership subscription for 2009/10 at the event, saving on 
postage!  And collect the latest issue of the Society Journal.

Back Numbers of Leyland Torque and the Journal
 Following the increase in subscription levels, prices to those outside Society 
membership have been increased in line with subscriptions, ie. the Journal is now £7 
and Torque £6 (a full set would therefore cost £31 as opposed to the cost of £24 to a 
UK member). Back numbers are still available, Leyland Torque, from No.5 to date, 
and all issues of the Journal. The normal prices for these are £5 each (incl P&P) and 
£6 each respectively, but special prices can be arranged if you order more than one, 
also for Torque Nos.1-4. Please contact Mike Sutcliffe and he will be glad to “do a 
deal with you” – especially newer members who may wish to complete a set.

British Commercial Vehicle Museum Trust
 As you will be aware we make good use of the excellent photographs at the 
British Commercial Vehicle Museum, which makes us one of their best customers in 
terms of photograph reproduction fees, thereby helping the Museum, and it also 
helps the Society by the use of those pictures. Their photographs have previously 
been credited to BCVMA, the A meaning Archive, but from now onwards they will 
be credited to the BCVMT, ie. Trust.

ANOTHER  GOOD  BOOK
 “Saunders-Roe Anglesey Ltd”  -  Bryngold Books Ltd, Golden Oaks, 
98Brynau Wood, Cimla, Neath, South Wales SA11 YQ, price £16-99. This has been 
published by Margaret Truran, wife of the late Gerald Truran who had researched 
and compiled the book and it is excellent that Margaret has been able to see it through 
to publication.  The book deals with the formation of the Beaumaris works and gives 
a complete listing and description of all psv bodies, many on Leylands (some for 
Leyland Motors as demonstrators) and many for export. The book is thoroughly 
recommended.

THE  RESCUE  OF  L.D.V. VANS
  The credit crunch has been a disaster for the automotive industry. The LDV 
van factory in Birmingham ceased production in mid-December. Its Russian owners 
put the Company up for sale, but there were no takers. The 850 workers were paid 
for staying at home, but a deadline was set at early May for the Company to go into 
receivership. At the last minute the British Government offered a bridging loan of 
£5m while negotiations took place with West Star, a Malaysian company that 
assembles and distributes LDV products in Asia. West Star is expected to acquire the 
Company, but job losses seem inevitable as production at the Birmingham plant will 
have to be trimmed.

APPEAL
  It is hoped to produce a Fleet Book on Edinburgh Corporation - does anybody 
have a photograph "unfrozen" TD7, G8, DSF 988, with Pickering 56 seat body.  It 
was sold in 1950 to Northern Roadways, Glasgow.
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 Well, it’s been a few months since I wrote about my experiences working in 
the Leyland Assembly Plant (LAP) since it opened in 1979. I’d just like to fi nish off 
by adding some further incidents from more recent times. I have found it hard to 
keep it short as there are so many stories and characters crammed into my 30 years 
in LAP. 
 Over the years you could imagine that in a factory like ours, different characters 
would come and go and some would have an effect on you more than others. I 
remember one encounter I had with the “Seven Stone Bully” (Frank Nelson – 
Production Manager) when I was a fl oater/team leader on ‘cab fi t’. We, the team had 
decided, like you do, that we were over worked and under manned and could not keep 
up with the hideous track speed. So I tackled Frank informing him that we needed an 
extra man. Well, he listened and said “I will see”, he was a man of few words, except 
for the occasions that he was unhappy about something, then he seemed to fi nd the 
whole dictionary. For the next three days Frank never left us alone, every time we 
turned around he was there puffi ng on his pipe. When we fi tted a cab, he was there, 
we piped up vehicles, he was there, we fi tted the wings and the bumper, he was there, 
we got up from brew, he was there with one eye on us and the other on the clock, (you 
get the picture)!  He was a crafty old so and so but you had to admire his style, fi nesse 
and fortitude, he pointed out a few fl aws in our team and won through on this occasion 
and we plodded on with the original size team. He was a good Manager who new the 
ropes from the ground up and for that we all respected him immensely.

Leyland DAF CF85   (Leyland Trucks)
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                                  Leyland DAF LF55   (Leyland Trucks)

 Moving on, I had many great personal experiences bringing new products 
into the LAP, one of my biggest challenges was introducing DROPS into the plant, 
this was a bit of a beast to say the least. Anyway our team set off with a vengeance 
and a very strong will to conquer the beast, transferring production from the “500 
Shop” into the LAP and on to the iron horse (our affectionate name for the track). I 
prided myself in what a good job we had done when we fi nally got the “Big Green 
Beastie” on the track, and as the vehicle trundled round the various legs, people 
came from many areas curious to see the Beastie developing. As we came up the 
second leg towards the paint plant, I was feeling pretty good about a job well done, 
and things were going extremely well. With the axles on, piped up and the engine in, 
so far so good, then I happened to wander to the rear of the chassis looking forward 
towards the paint plant and suddenly thought that looks a little tight! (oh Tish!) its 
not going to fi t!  Shear panic! So with my tape measure in hand, knees shaking and 
a pounding heart, I started measuring like a mad man, but panic over, it just sneaked 
in!  After that fi rst intrepid build the “Big Green Beastie” took off and from then on 
in was a regular sight on the conveyor. The Drops vehicles have since been a great 
talking point for me whenever I carried out my many plant tours.
 As time progressed I had the satisfaction of being a member of many happy 
teams introducing many new products, such as T45 Road Train, T244, T510, T512, 
RAF Refuellers, Tadchurh Suspension, Foden, Schlumberger, DAF CF/XF, Euro 3, 
Euro 4, Euro 5 as well as Australian and New Zealand products.
 Unfortunately now in 2009 due to the world’s fi nancial problems, we as a 
company are going through some very hard times, but I have no doubt the company, 
as always due to the strengths within and the team spirit, will prevail and come out 
the other side once again victorious and a king amongst kings of the truck-building 
world. (Absolutely! – and we in The Leyland Society are confi dent that  the quality 
associated with the Leyland name will survive and prevail! – Ed.)
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 The anniversary gathering held at Crich in July 2008 brought together a 
remarkable collection of old Leylands and, ‘Passenger’ man though I am, the star of 
the show for me was the 1932 Bull TSQ3, WG 1567.  Visually, it just seemed to sum 
up traditional Leyland qualities of that period at their best, but there are less obvious 
reasons for my interest.  The chassis number 226 implies late 1931, suggesting a 
chassis in stock for a time as the registration was issued very early in 1933, tying in 
with the supply date to its fi rst owner, T.Benton, Falkirk in January 1933 – possibly 
delayed, waiting for its oil engine? However, what is most interesting is the fact that 
the engine type quoted on its chassis plate is E.28 and thus an example of the ‘true’ 
8-litre (with 4 3/8in bore), with engine No.162 of this fi rst production oil-engine 
type.  Do I take it that the engine now in it is later?   If it still has that E.28 engine it 
would surely be the oldest Leyland oil engine in existence.  Unlikely though that 
may be, it seems to be a strong candidate as the oldest surviving Leyland vehicle 
thought to have been supplied with an oil engine from new.  I don’t know whether it 
was possible to fi t a new block bored to 4½in to such an engine . An exchange engine 
seems more likely in view of its long active life – what engine does it have now?  I 
trust that it is some form of 8.6 if an 8-litre is too much to hope for.
 

Another very interesting feature, supporting the above thoughts, is the style of 
radiator, with vertical slats, seemingly identical to that found on a few early oil-
engined TD2 buses (as shown my Titans book, p26, Preston Corporation’s No.50 
CK 4647 on chassis number 1001).  Are those vertical slats of the thermostatic kind 
found on some good-quality cars of the day, responding to water temperature?

(Mike Sutcliffe)
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Standerwick “Gay Hostess” No.18, SFV 414, Atlantean PDR1/1, chassis 592412 , frame/line 
no.409 , with Weymann CH34/16FT body, was one of the fi rst of the double decker coaches 
to use the M6 motorway which, coincidentally, was also opened 50 years ago this year. 

(RHG Simpson)

 Fifty years ago the production was well underway, making one of the 
company’s most successful products - the Atlantean rear engine bus chassis. 
Production spanned from 1958 to 1986 and around 15,000 were built.
 The concept had been in development for some years with experimental 
vehicles being built in 1952, 1954 and 1956. It was at the 1958 Commercial Motor 
Show that the PDR1/1 was shown as the chassis that was to be put into production.
 The transverse rear engine chassis had many advantages over the conventional 
front engine vehicle and customers placed substantial orders for the vehicles. Within 
a few years the Atlantean became the main stay of many fl eets from small private 
companies to the city fl eets of Glasgow, Edinburgh, Newcastle, Manchester, 
Liverpool, Sheffi eld, Nottingham, Plymouth and Portsmouth and the major provincial 
operators such as Ribble, Trent, Northern General Transport and Maidstone and 
District . The Atlantean was also a very successful export product for the company. 
It is true that the early Atlantean had its issues (and its critics!) but we should not 
forget that the vehicle was a major step forward in vehicle design and development 
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and was the ancestor of the modern low fl oor Volvo B9TL of today. It is easy to 
“blame the tools”, but the Atlantean was a different machine from the Titan TD or 
PD and some operators were slow to realize that it required different maintenance 
procedures to what they had practiced for many years. Road conditions were also 
changing with increased congestion and many companies were also suffering from a 
shortages of skilled maintenance staff and fi nancial problems because of falling 
passenger numbers was also compounding problems in the industry.
 Vehicles produced from late 1958 to 1963 had a number a modifi cations 
carried out in the “fi eld” which included conversion of centrifugal clutches to fl uid 
fl ywheel with a lock-up clutch. Strengthening of rear chassis frame extensions and 
sub-frame, a change from paper to twin oil bath air fi lters, removal of seals between 
gearbox and angle drive to allow a common lubricant to be used in the units and 
changes to the fan drive shaft.
 The changes were incorporated into production from 1963 along with other 
improvents such as the three piece bonnet and the PDR1/1 (30 ft long) and PDR2/1 
(33ft) range were built to 1973 when a small batch of PDR1A “specials” were built 
before the AN68 model was launched. The AN68 had numerous improvements, the 
principal one being the fi tment of the charged coupling fl uid fl ywheel thus allowing 
common transmission oil for the fl ywheel, gearbox and angle drive.
 Again there were further updates to specifi cation such as power steering 
becoming standard fi tment through out its production but the AN68 was largely 
unchanged until production ceased in 1986.

Maidstone & District  DL52, 52 DKT,  chassis 590475, frame/ line no.50 , with Weymann 
L39/34F body, was an early PDR1/1 example of the lowbridge Atlantean, with a sunken 
gangway at the rear of the upper deck, new May 1959.               (Mike Sutcliffe Collection)
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 Leyland were well ahead of any competition with the Atlantean and it was 
three years later that Daimler launched the Fleetline. The Fleetline had a Gardner 
engine which usually gave a better fuel consumption. From the aspect of body layout, 
the Daimler Fleetline had a major advantage over the Atlantean because it had a drop 
centre rear axle which meant it could be built to low height with a centre gangway 
upstairs, the Leyland product had a conventional rear axle and therefore to build a 
body to meet  the low height requirement of  some companies  it had to have the rear 
of the upper saloon with an offset gangway and step up to a row of four seats, in the 
same way as the traditional low bridge bus. This layout was not popular with many 
operators.
 Leyland therefore responded to this competition and introduced a PDR1/2 
model in 1963, this had a drop centre rear axle similar to the unit fi tted in its 
Lowlander model and a Self Changing Gears gearbox which was remote mounted 
from the engine and  driven by a metalastic trailing link coupling. This was effectively 
the same layout as the Daimler Fleetline. The PDR1/2 was not as reliable as the 
standard Leyland design with its close coupled gearbox and never really sold in any 
large numbers. It was eventually dropped when Leyland and Daimler merged. 
 The Atlantean was primarily a double deck service bus but there were a small 
number built as single deckers. The confi guration of the vehicle was very easy to 
adapt for one person operation when legislation changed around 1968 and thereafter 
it was standard practice for them to be one person operated. 

 
This is a view taken in September 2002 of Greater Manchester PTE 8706, Atlantean AN68D/
1R, chassis 8300917, frame/line no.281, later renumbered 4706 (because apparently one of 
the computer systems could not cope with numbers starting with an ‘8’!) and seen in the 
livery of Stagecoach Manchester.  The bus was presented to the Manchester Museum of 
Transport Collection in late 1997 on its withdrawal from service by Stagecoach.  It is one 
of the last series of AN68s bought by GMPTE, entering service in 1983, with the later ‘All 
Alloy’ type of Northern Counties body.              (GMTS)
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In the last issue of Leyland Torque we started an “album style” feature on Leyland 
lorries covering Shop Wagons, and there will hopefully be many more of those to 
come, a most interesting and popular topic.  In this issue we take a look at Leylands 
with tanker bodies for your continued enjoyment.

The Anglo-Iranian Oil Company (BP) had some unusual vehicles including this massive 
Leyland Rhino TR1, probably one of two supplied with chassis nos. 5107/8 in February 
1935.  Photographed prior to delivery in April 1935.                               (BCVMT L015785)

One of a large fl eet of Leyland Buffalos (possibly model TQ2) supplied to the Anglo-Iranian 
Oil Co in September 1935, probably one of a batch of twenty with chassis nos. 7393-7412

(BVMT L016393)
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Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd were keen Leyland supporters and had some unusual 
vehicles including this Leyland Hippo TSW6 tanker, no.9 in their Runcorn fl eet supplied in 
May 1933. The oil cooler for its oil engine can be seen just below the bumpers.   
           (BCVMT L012922)

National Benzole tankers always looked very smart in their yellow and black livery. This 
KG3 Cub was photographed prior to delivery in June 1935.                   (BCVMT L015961)
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The Corn Products Co Ltd of Trafford Park, Manchester had interesting lorries. No.10, 
DTC 210, was a Beaver TC14A articulated tanker, chassis 17250, new May 1938.   

(BCVMT L035309)

W Walker& Sons traded as “Century Oils” and ran this Potteries registered Octopus 22.O/1, 
chassis no.482759, line no 112, of 5/48, with tanker body, MEH 891, no. 42 in their fl eet.

(BCVMT L038534)
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JVP 994 was an Octopus 22.O/1, chassis 485668, line no.185, supplied new in January 
1949 to Cadburys, where it was photographed at their factory at Leominster.  

(BCVMT L043349)

Carless, Capel & Leonard Ltd of London, E9, operated this Leyland Octopus 24.O/9R, 
tanker with chassis L00723, line no.240, registered 864 FYU, new in March 1963  

(BCVMT L072246)  
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Although the registration number is not known, this 24 ton Octopus is chassis L20466, line 
no.114, a model 24 LWO.1AR, new to the Albion Oil & Petrol Co, possibly from Glasgow, 
in 1964.  The standard engine was the O.600 with the option being the O.680.   

(BVMT L074652)

Leyland Freightline Beaver, owned by Mobil is seen here loading at their refi nery at Coryto.  
It was one of thirteen 14 BT.17BR Beavers new in 1966.  Alongside is one of 24 Beaver 
14.B/17R supplied in 1962.                           (BCVMT L083860)
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144.  BRN 366 (Torque Nos. 36/37/43)
 Cyril McIntyre advises that Galtee Coaches was the fl eetname used by 
Mulcahy of Mitchelstown.
163. Emergency Door Windows (Torque Nos. 41/43)
 John Jones raises the question of smaller rear emergency door windows 
on “fi nal design” Leyland bodies. PD2/12, TTC170, the last demonstrator, and of 
blessed memory, certainly had the smaller windows. What a revelation this bus must 
have been for Merthyr drivers used to K6Gs, Fodens, and Dennis Lances!  TTC is 
rumoured to have come to the attention of the local constabulary on more than one 
occasion, for “enthusiastic” performances on the Cardiff service!!

165. Mystery Tiger Cub (Torque Nos. 42/3)
 The Hall Bros vehicle is almost certainly the mystery bus, but there are more 
twists to the tale as it would appear that Alexanders released three of their early 
chassis to Millburn, who later replaced these from their ‘stock’ order. Chassis 542542 
went to Walls of Ince, 542887 and 543040 to Barton. These were replaced by 543399, 
543443 and 543474 from Millburn Motors. 

166. Military Tigers (Torque No. 42)
 John Bennett advises that Silcox, Pembroke Dock bought quite a lot of these 
from the Military and converted them to right-hand drive. Some remained in the fl eet 
and others were sold. One of the smartest he came across and photographed (see below) 
was with Wakes of Sparkford and it is seen at Queen Camel on the route to Yeovil. It 
was very well presented and sounded superb, giving away nothing of its origin.
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170. Lydney Bodies (Torque No 43)
 Maurice Doggett writes that there is an interesting story behind the similarity 
of the Lydney/BBW and Leyland coach bodies illustrated on page 21. Lydney 
Coachworks was a small bodybuilding fi rm based at Lydney in Gloucestershire in 
which the Red & White Group was the sole shareholder, prior to the Group’s transfer 
to State ownership. However, due to certain problems which arose, including the slow 
delivery of new bodies, the factory was closed in March 1952. Prior to closure of the 
plant, Lydney bodies employed metal framework which was of Leyland design but in 
the event only four bodies were built to that pattern. Closure of the plant meant that 
all chassis awaiting bodies, bodies in various stages of construction, raw materials, 
tools and body plans were transferred to the Brislington Body Works (BBW) of the 
Bristol Tramways & Carriage Co. Ltd, the unfi nished Lydney bodies being completed 
by BBW. However, these four bodies were built entirely by BBW from the parts 
obtained from Lydney and were delivered by May 1953 to South Midland Motor 
Services, which by then was a subsidiary of Thames Valley. The four coaches, which 
seated 41, were allocated the registrations SFC501-504 and given fl eet numbers 86-89. 
To complete the factual history, the Guy Arab UF chassis numbers were UF71338-
71341 and all four coaches were transferred to Red & White in 1962 being given fl eet 
numbers UC1552-1852, being fi nally withdrawn from service in 1965.

 The use of General 
Motors ‘Herzim’ style 
glazing is also to be 
noted. This was due to 
the fact that Lydney had 
a relationship with Duple 
Motor Bodies and Colin 
Bailey had gone there 
from Leyland in 1949. 
Bailey’s all-metal design 
for Duple used pillar 
sections very similar to 
Leyland, and of course 

as he had the rights to the glazing;  the Duple bodied buses for Red and White had 
this feature. When BBW came to complete the bodies for the Guys it is likely that the 
windows were already in stock so were used up thereon. Both single and double deck 
bus bodies by Lydney for Red & White also had ‘Herzim’ glazing.

171. An unusual Titan (Torque No 43)
 Tony Holdsworth comments that the original body on this must be one of the 
1936 ECOC bodies (one of nos. 4241-8) originally on TD4s, RN 7873-6 and RN 
7961-4. Ribble didn’t have any other pre-war ECOC or ECW double deck bodies, 
though ECW did rebody a number of TD4and TD5 chassis for them after WW2. 
Now, to keep the saga going here is a picture of one of the other two RA1 – your 
thoughts on this please?

  (Roger Warwick) 
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173. Leyland Fire Engine
 In 1948 Merryweathers received an order for a 100ft Steel Turntable Ladder 
from Auckland New Zealand and it was mounted on a Leyland PSV chassis. The 
attached photograph, sent by John Thompson, depicts the machine prior to its 
shipment to New Zealand, (local registration number EZ 1881). Following its service 
in Auckland it was withdrawn and preserved at the MOTAT Museum in Auckland, 
however, I did not see it during my visit in 2002 - is it still there? 

This is RA1 – but is this a Roe body?                                             (Allan Condie Collection) 
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 (a) What type of chassis was used, PD or PS, and what was the chassis and 
line number for the Auckland Machine?
(b) Apart from the Leyland TD7 chassis used for Merryweather turntable ladders 
built during WWII, and the several Leyland Beaver chassis used by John Morris on 
which to mount Magirus Turntable ladders post war, also two Leyland Firemaster 
chassis built with Magirus Turntable Ladders by the then agent David Haydon, was 
there any other Leyland chassis used post War for the mounting of Turntable Ladders, 
similar to the one built for Auckland? 

174. George Rodger (Motherwell) Ltd.
 This haulage contractor who sold out to London Scottish Haulage after the 
War, had designs on becoming a coach operator, and would appear to have had 
connections with Northern Roadways. He ordered 12 Leyland Royal Tiger coaches 
with Leyland bodies, but plans did not come to fruition and the order was taken over 
by Walter Alexander who took 10 of the batch, the other 2 going to Isaac Hutchison of 
Overtown. Any further information on George Rodger and his lorry fl eet (Leylands ?) 
would be welcome. 

175. Leyland Titan TD1 Seating and Weights
 Neil Pollard from Wolverhampton enquires if there was any link regarding 
the seating capacity and the weight limits imposed at the time on the number of 
upper deck seats on Leyland Titan TD1s, either open or enclosed stairs. Whilst it 
would appear that the choice of alternate 3 and 4 capacity benches, or entirely 4 
seater benches apart from the rearmost bench of 3, which gave either 48 or 51 seats 

Alexanders PC30 was one of the Royal Tigers intended for George Rodger.   (Eddie Shirras)
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in total, would seem to be an operator choice, there may be more to this?   It should 
be pointed out that there was no difference in seating capacity between open or 
closed staircase variants, the same 27/24 or 24/24 applied.

176. Ex Dundee Corporation Leyland Lion PLSC
 John Aherne was a fi tter in the M.T. section of the RAF in Inverness in 1942, 
and an ex Dundee Corporation PLSC was in use as mobile living quarters for people 
on distant aircraft repairs. One day it arrived back with what appeared to be a dropped 
valve and John had to remove the cylinder head to fi nd that it was completely fl at, 
with the piston clearance not reaching the top of the bore as was usual practice. Was 
this a mental aberration or is John correct?

177. South African PD2
 Phil Thoms sent this cutting of a photo from 
Passenger Transport, 2/60, of a forward entrance 
Titan from Durban. Any thoughts on this vehicle 
and what would appear to be a BMS body?

178. Wells Engines, from Neil Steele
 David Lewis sent me this photo of a Leyland Beaver which is a very early 
TSC1 model.  The man on the right is working, at the premises of Wells Engines, on 
a side valve ‘Cub’ petrol engine confi rmed by the casting number KE4 (Kingston 
Engine 4) on the block. The Beaver is presumably a conversion from a Dominion 
tanker - do we have a picture of one as a tanker and where were Wells Engines? 

(BCVMT L018469)
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 The response to the picture appeal for details of Q723 GHG on page 2 of 
Torque No.42 has been brilliant, to the extent that it is to be published in two parts. 
The fi rst was mainly written by Maurice Doggett, with additional information added 
from Bob Kell, Ray Thornton and Chris Redpath. The second part, written by Charles 
Marshall, former MD of OK Motor Services, will appear in the next issue
 The photograph appearing on page 2 of Torque No.42 of the ‘odd-looking’ 
Leyland Tiger has prompted me to write to provide some additional information on the 
history of the vehicle. However, some background information is fi rstly appropriate.
 In the 1980s Eastern Coach Works, in Leyland ownership, were hoping to 
enter the export market but whilst they had a very limited success, they did not 
receive the orders which they had hoped for. However, a number of vehicles were 
produced, mainly on Leyland Olympian chassis to act as demonstrators, all of which 
ended up as ‘one offs’, but they did see service with various operators. In 1985 ECW 
allocated numbers in their EX (Experimental) series to two rear-engined Leyland 
Tigers as prototypes or demonstrators in anticipation of a large order for a new fl eet 
of buses for service in Bangkok, Thailand. EX67 was allocated to one body, the 
vehicle being intended for pave testing whilst EX68 became a complete vehicle.

 It is thought that EX67 was never actually built, as there is no mention in ECW 
records of a chassis number or any other information relating to the body. However, 
EX68 was eventually built on Leyland chassis no. 8500750, being classifi ed as a 

RETL11 model although being 
left-hand drive, seemingly did not 
have the /L suffi x. If the chassis 
was intended for the Thailand 
market one wonders why the 
chassis was left-hand drive as the 
Thai’s drive on the left as in the 
UK. The chassis was photographed 
at ECW on 22nd October 1985 
clearly showing the left-hand drive 
position but seemingly, it was 
converted to right-hand drive 
before construction of the body 
commenced. It was a Tiger chassis 
with vertically-mounted TL11 
engine (longitudinal along frame) 
and pneumocyclic transmission, 
air suspension and Tiger axles 
(hub reduction gear).
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 Two photographs of the partly completed body were taken at ECW on 27th May 
1986 and the vehicle was eventually completed and despatched to Leyland although 
there is no note of the delivery date in ECW records. It would seem that the vehicle lay 
dormant at Leyland until it passed to the Leyland-DAF Football Club, believed to be 
in January 1991, and given the registration Q723 GHG. The photograph of the nearside 
of the vehicle shows the centre exit position which remained in situ whilst it was used 
by the Club, the seating capacity apparently being a mere twenty-two.

 When Leyland were breaking up, Q723 GHG was sold by LMSAC to North’s, 
Leeds, dealer. Ray Thornton (owner of the preserved Sunderland Panther) visited 
North’s, saw and bought the bus in June 1993, for North East Bus Breakers of 
Annfi eld Plain from whom it was purchased by O.K. Motor Services in the same 
month. After converting the bus to full psv specifi cation, including the provision of 
the rear offside emergency exit, removing the near-side centre exit, fi tting plain glass 
to the saloon windows instead of the original vertical sliding type and installing 
seating for 51 passengers, the vehicle fi nally entered service with O.K Motor 
Services, Bishop Auckland in January 1995. 
 Following the acquisition of OKMS by Go-Ahead, it was numbered 9723 in 
4/95, then 2723 in 3/96, and 4830 in 9/97, being withdrawn in 5/98 and sold to 
NEBB, again, in 8/98. In January 1999 the bus was sold to Appleby’s of Louth, 
Lincolnshire, who then sold it to Amvale Ltd of Grimsby in January 2002. In October 
2007, the bus passed to another owner, TM Travel of Staveley, Derbyshire (this 
operator is now based at Halfway, South Yorkshire) who still owns it.
So the bus has an interesting history but it is hopeful that when this unique vehicle is 
eventually withdrawn from public service, it will be saved for preservation.
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 On Good Friday 1909, Widnes Corporation commenced operation of its own 
motorbus service using a fl eet of four Commer double-deck motorbuses, the fi rst in 
the world with fully enclosed top decks. One century and one day later, on Good 
Friday 2009, the municipal bus undertaking, now known as Halton Borough 
Transport Ltd., celebrated this landmark achievement with an event centred at the 
Widnes Market (Green Oaks Shopping Centre). Members of the public were invited 
for free rides on two preserved Widnes double deck Leylands, No.31 of 1961 and 
No.38 of 1964. These wore the 1961 version of the Widnes Corporation livery and 
the later red and cream livery which passed into the post -1974 Halton Transport 
livery. The tour offered took passengers via the centre of town to Runcorn and back, 
passing the Moor Lane Garage and passing over the Widnes-Runcorn Bridge. This 
was opened in 1961 to replace the Widnes-Runcorn Transporter Bridge, also owned 
by Widnes Corporation, and which generated much traffi c for the bus undertaking.
  The fi rst Leylands entered the fl eet almost eighty years ago, in 1930, and 
since then there have always been Leylands in the fl eet. Currently six Lynxes 
(Nos.57, 60-4) remain in service in the 61 strong fl eet. Notable events in the history 
of Widnes buses are the destruction of a Leyland Lion LT7 in a tornado in 1943, the 
arrival of the last new double decker in 1966 (No.43, a PD2/40), the arrival of the 
fi rst Leyland-National in municipal service in August 1972 (see photo), the delivery 
of two Leyland Leopard PSU3B/4R coaches with East Lancs bodywork in 1975, and 
the purchase of the very last Leyland-National in November 1985 (No.33, chassis 
no.07835). For a while in the eighties, the undertaking standardised on Nationals, 
building up a fl eet by the careful purchase of second-hand examples, but then it 
turned to the Leyland Lynx and again took a number of the fi nal build of this model. 
The fl eet strength has never passed much beyond sixty, but fl eet numbers have 
stretched up to 92. There have been fi ve Nos.1: a Commer double decker of 1909, a 
Leyland PD1 of 1946, the Leyland-National of 1972, a Dennis Dart and the current 
holder, a Dennis Dart Enviro of 2006. The modern fl eet is very clean, both in 
appearance and in emissions. It was rated 6th in a recent survey of 111 bus fl eets, with 
the next best operator in north west England coming 46th!
 On Good Friday (10th April 2009), apart from Nos.31 and 38 providing rides, 
preserved Lynx No.35 ran free trips from Widnes to the St Helens premises of the 
North West Transport Museum (where Nos.1,31,34 and 38 are normally kept). Also 
in preservation is Leyland Lion LT7 No.39 of 1935. On display at Widnes Market 
were two current Dennis buses, No.34 specially painted in the old Widnes Corporation 
livery and No.8, the newest vehicle fi rst licensed in December 2008. Commemorative 
booklets, ties, timetables, leafl ets were distributed free of charge, and passengers on 
the double deckers received Bell Punch tickets left over from the changeover to 
T.I.M. machines in 1937! 
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No.31 (562 RTF, 
PD2/40, 602768) in 
Widnes Corporation 
livery leads No.38 
(HTF 644B, 
PD2/40, L22615)  
in Halton Transport 
livery. The buses 
ran a free service 
from Widnes to 
Runcorn and back.

Preserved Lynx No.35 
loads for a free trip to 
St.Helens Transport 
Museum. It provided 
hourly departures 
on the day. (No.35 
is shown  in PSVC 
Lynx chasis records 
as H34 UBG, model 
L X 2 R 11 C 1 5 Z 4 R , 
chassis LX 2006, but 
clealy with the wrong 
registration!)

Leyland-National No.1 
(RTC 645L, National 
1151/1R/0101) was on 
static display alongside 
Halton Transport’s newest 
bus. No.1 was the fi rst 
National in service with a 
municipality.

(All photographs by Ron 
Phillips)
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24 A  SHORT-LIVED  LEYLAND  BREED  -  T

Ramsdens Brewery, of Halifax, purchased this solitary Leyland Bison TG1, chassis no.65983 in April 
developing 50bhp. The “G” in the designation TG1 stood for the 4-ton Range, the “G” having previously 
its place was taken by the uprated Leyland Beaver.               

 -  THE  EARLY  1930s  LEYLAND  BISON         25

ril 1931. The Bison had a 4-cylinder “T” type petrol engine, with 4 and 9/16 in bore x 5 ½ in stroke, 1ril 1931. The Bison had a 4-cylinder “T” type petrol engine, with 4 and 9/16 in bore x 5 ½ in stroke, 1
usly been used for the 4-ton range throughout the 1920s. The model was built up to mid 1933 after which developing 50bhp. The “G” in the designation TG1 stood for the 4-ton Range, the “G” having previously usly been used for the 4-ton range throughout the 1920s. The model was built up to mid 1933 after which developing 50bhp. The “G” in the designation TG1 stood for the 4-ton Range, the “G” having previously 

                                             (BVMT L012824)
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Thanks to John Bennett, John Bishop, John Carmen, Maurice Doggett, Mike Fenton, 
Peter Greaves, Tony Holdsworth and Peter Roberts.

Boughton’s, TS6, TL 2965  
(Torque Nos. 40,41,43)
 Our correspondents are now 
settled that TL 2965 did indeed have 
a rebuilt Burlingham body. The 
excellent 1982 book by Alan Baker 
on ‘Delaine of Bourne’ deals with 
the matter.

Hillside, Markyate,  Leyland Tiger TS8,  OUR 14  (Torque No.43)
 Following the last two Hillside rebodied Tigers, here is yet another – GKN 
676 – Same body make ??  (I think, dare I say it? – this is just an excuse to show this 
excellent picture of a very interesting Bristol ! – Ed.)

Healing’s Tours Ltd, Oldham, 
Leyland Tiger TS4,  EK 8771 
(Torque No.41-43)
 The consensus here is that EK 
8770/1 were true Burlingham bodies, 
with a possible link with the Santus 
in as dealer. Here is sister vehicle EK 
8770, with Webster Bros, clearly a 
TS4 Tiger, with fl at dumb irons and fully fl oating rear axle.    (Photo O.S. Collection)

(JF Higham)
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D.M.D Ltd, Cardiff,  Leyland Tiger TS2,  DF 7557  (Torque No.43)
 Members have noted the many similarities between the bodies on the two 
chassis and suggest post-War rebodies by Strachan for both. Contractors DMD were 
Davies, Middleton & Davies of Cardiff.  DF 7557 was a 1929 Tiger TS2 (60189) new 
to Black & White of Cheltenham with Leyland (Ham Works) C26D body.

C. Holt, Rochdale,  Leyland Tiger TS4,  DK 7886 (Torque No.42,43)
 Members have now swung behind Harrington as the builder. Apparently the 
original of the photograph shown had been hand-coloured giving an unusual 
appearance. The coach was sold to Jackson, Chorley in 1950/1 and recorded as 
Harrington C33F which might be a rebody or a rebuild. Charles Holt is one of those 
later involved with Yelloway.

Hicks, Braintree, No.6, Tiger 
TS1,  VX 8349 (Torque No.43)
 Positive and agreed 
identifi cation by members.  Firstly 
the chassis - a Tiger TS1 (chassis 
61274) registered in November 1930.  
The coachwork - Weymann, to their 
patented fl exible design, C32F and 
body no. W821. Maurice Doggett 
describes the later history - the 
chassis was rebodied in 1939 by Park 
Royal (body 5441) as a lowbridge 
53-seat double-decker and numbered 
62. It gained a TD1 radiator but the 
long wheelbase gives it away as a 
TS1!   A Gardner 5LW engine was 
fi tted around the same time and the 
bus soldiered on until 1952, possibly 
after a further body rebuild.

York Motors, Chorlton-cum-
Hardy, Tiger PS1, JNF 357 (Torque No.43)
 Again, all correspondents, including Peter Roberts who travelled to Blackpool 
with the fi rm, agree that the coachwork was by KW Bodies of Bispham, Blackpool. 
The chassis number was 472488, a PS1/1, line no.1582, supplied by Leyland in 
October 1947.  It was not put into service until August 1948 and was withdrawn ten 
years later. Mike Fenton notes that KW survived the early 1950s collapse of many 
small coachbuilders and continued bodying and rebodying until 1960 or so.

Sheldon & Co, Bury,  Leyland Cub SKP,   EN 7584   (Torque No.43)
 Unanimous agreement that the coach was a 27-seater, the chassis number was 
8518, new in April 1938, and had a long life of almost twenty years. It appears to be 
on hire to Fieldsend of Salford. Thereafter there is some divergence, in particular on 
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the question of rebodying. Both SKP2 and SKPZ2 are suggested as the chassis type 
(which is correct please?)  and both Burlingham and Plaxton identifi ed as the 
coachbuilder. Of these two, the squareness of the build and the pillar profi le indicate 
to me that Burlingham is the more likely. (Photo by Alan B. Cross)

NEW ITEMS – WITH A LONDON THEME

Argosy Coaches,  Leyland Tiger TS8,  FLM 429
 A London-registered coach but I doubt if it was built by any major coachbuilder. 
Those side mouldings are reminiscent of the fl amboyant Bournemouth operators 
Excelsior and Charlies Cars.

Grey-Green,  Leyland Tiger TS2?,   GO xx42
 A handsome Tiger – is it dual-doorway?  Presumably it is attending a military 
event, in early the 1930s – perhaps a military historian could tell us more.

(M Fenton Collection)

(M Fenton Collection)
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Fosterlee (?),   Leyland Tiger TS6 or TS7?,   HUW 39
 Does the HUW registration indicate the postwar re-registration of a mid-
1930s Tiger?   Does the surrounding development indicate seaside villas or holiday 
camp? – how does the song go? – "little boxes, made out of ticky-tacky……..."?

Valliant, Ealing,   Leyland Lion LT7?,   BME 84
 A handsome express coach for the extensive London – coast services but who 
built the body?

(W J Haynes)

(W J Haynes)
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 Since writing Part 5 of this series of articles in the Spring edition of Torque, 
I have found new information which is best dealt with now as it contains details of 
both pre-war and post-war activities by Leyland Motors and the newly fl edged 
B.U.T. in Northern Ireland.  The L.M.S. in England took four-wheel and bogie 
railcars from Leyland, and so it is not surprising that the Northern Irish branch of the 
L.M.S, the Northern Counties Committee (N.C.C.), took an interest in railcars 
powered by Leyland engines and Leyland torque converters.
 Railcar No.1 of 1933 was powered by two Leyland 10 litre petrol engines that 
were mounted centrally between the bogies, and which drove through HTC2 torque 
converters.  The body was built by N.C.C. at the Belfast, York Road workshops.  
New Leyland diesel engines were fi tted in 1947 (8.6 litre) and 1959 (O.600).  Railcar 
No.2 of 1934 was diesel powered from the outset, with twin 8.6 litre engines and 
HTC2 transmission.  This car, although 3 feet longer, was six tons lighter than No.1, 
and had odd raised driving cabs to allow it to propel a trailer ahead of itself.  This 
feature was shared with Railcars No.3 of 1935 and Railcar No.4 of 1938, which were 
slightly larger but otherwise similar in design and power train.  After an accident 
involving the death of a cow, Nos.2/3/4 were prohibited from pushing trailers and 
the raised cabs were taken off.  All four Leyland powered cars lasted well over 
twenty years in service.
 The N.C.C. was succeeded by the Ulster Transport Authority (U.T.A.) who 
purchased a second hand prototype railcar from Metro-Cammell.  Built in 1937, it 
was a joint venture with the Hungarian fi rm of Ganz.  It was little used in Great 
Britain, and was transferred to Northern Ireland after being regauged in 1951, and 
became Railcar No.5.  At the same time a three-car set was built by U.T.A.  This 
consisted of two power cars, each with two AEC A219 9.6 litre engines (as used in 
the Regal Mark IV bus), and a trailer car marshalled in between.  These were Railcars 
Nos. 6 and 7, and acted as prototypes for a further 14 three-car sets built 1952-1954, 
of which 16 of the power cars were built from existing carriages, whilst the remaining 
12 power cars and the 14 intermediate trailers were new build.  The power cars had 
Leyland O.600 engines, and were allocated Nos.8-35.  These trains were known as 
MEDs (Multi Engined Diesels), otherwise DMUs.

The maker’s plate attached to the 
underframe of NCC Railcar No.1.  
This was powered by two Leyland 
10 litre petrol engines   

(Mike Sutcliffe)
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 The MEDs were mainly used on suburban services, and featured sliding 
doors.  They were followed by a further series of trains nominated MPDs.  (Multi 
Purpose Diesels), of which there were 27 powered cars built from existing main line 
carriages.  These took numbers 36-62, and each car was powered by a single Leyland 
O.900 turbo-charged diesel engine with hydraulic transmission by Self-Changing 
Gears Ltd.  The torque converter was by Schneider.  The MPDs were built 1957-59: 
they did not form three-car trains, but were coupled together in various formations, 
sometimes with a trailer car interspersed, as traffi c required.  They could be driven 
from one end only, but when coupled with one or more similar units, were versatile 
main-line cars, hence their description as “multi-purpose”. The operator was not  
satisfi ed with the O.900 engines, and some were re-engined in the sixties with Rolls 
Royce or AEC AH1100 diesels.  Following trials with an AH1100 in railcar No.56 in 
early 1964, twelve more were ordered as replacement engines in 1965-66.
 After car No.58 was written off in an accident, it was decided to build not 
only a replacement but two extra cars, Nos.63-65.  These were equipped with a 
driving position at both ends and operated singly or with a trailer.  They were built 
in 1961-62, and were the last of the home-grown Northern Irish railcars.
 Allan T.Condie adds –  relating to Part 5 in Torque No.43 – UTA Nos. 32-35 
(35 is shown on page 31) were in fact built new and were of integral construction 
with components supplied by Metsec.   The trailer cars 201-14 were also built new 
with integral bodies.   The other power cars were built on reclaimed underframes 
from former NCC stock, but an anomaly arises here as some of the underframes 
were only 57ft long whereas the design length was 60ft.   It is now not known 
whether the shorter underframes were lengthened or some of the power cars were 
actually shorter.

The ugly raised cab design of pre-war Leyland powered Railcars Nos.2/3/4 of NCC was to 
allow drivers to see when pushing a trailer                                              (BCVMT L018121)
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(Written with greatly appreciated assistance from Tom Robinson and Paul Fox, and 
additional information added by Mike Sutcliffe.  It has proved very diffi cult to fi nd good 
in-service photographs of the Sheffi eld Titanics but included here are some rare snapshots 
which have proved invaluable)

Background - Seating capacities and tyre technology
 In September 1924, Sheffi eld’s fi rst top covered double decker, AEC 504 
type number 56, was put into service. Although of higher seating capacity (52 seats 
compared to the 34 on a typical open topper of the 1913-21 period), mechanically, 
this latest forward control chassis from AEC was little different from the earlier 
design. The main attraction was the additional seating that could be provided and, 
although the single deck buses were now being equipped with pneumatic tyres, the 
504 type still retained solid rubber tyres. Accordingly, the single deck bus was still 
used in large numbers and gave a much better quality of ride. 
 Nevertheless, No.56 was the forerunner of things to come and was put to 
work on the recently converted Petre Street tramway route, though due to its poor 
performance was redirected to the less arduous route 57, the Stocksbridge service. 
The Sheffi eld General Manager, A.R.Fearnley, was regarded as an ardent tramway 
man, but he realised that improvements in the motorbus design, were of signifi cance. 
Furthermore, he could see that  the bus was slowly approaching the capacity of a 
tramcar. The double deck bus was to become a decided competitor to the railed 
transport in Sheffi eld. Similar buses to 56, Nos.57-64, of AEC type 507, were 
delivered in 1925.
 In some managerial quarters, there was the opinion that the pneumatic tyre 
would never be capable of carrying the weight of a laden double decker and this was 
widely publicised at the time. To this end, Guy Motors Ltd. was currently working 
on the concept of applying pneumatics to a double deck bus. The idea of a paired set 
of wheels at the rear was discounted, because of poor reliability and wheel changing 
diffi culties. The Guy Company approached the problem in a new way. By the 
provision of a bogie-set of four wheels, located at the rear, instead of the usual single 
axle, and the additional weight of a double decker could be accommodated. The idea 
was progressed, with encouragement from the Municipal fraternity and the company 
introduced the six-wheeled double deck CX model in 1926.
Experiments with six-wheelers
 Arthur Fearnley was anxious to provide more seating in the double deck bus, 
to compare with the sixty plus of a tramcar. The opening of the new council estate 
on the Manor area was to be the instigator of higher capacity buses to connect with 
the Darnall shopping centre. This was before the Prince of Wales Road tramway was 
laid, between Manor Top and Darnall. Accordingly a Guy CX normal control bus, 
was put on order, and this vehicle seated 60 in its Short Bros built body (H32/28R). 
It arrived in 1927 and took the number 131, WE 40, chassis number CX22521, and 
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entered the fl eet in 1927. Noteworthy is the fact that the 130s series of numbers was 
utilised for experimental buses in the late twenties and early thirties. No further 
examples of the CX or its forward control successor (the FCX) were ordered from 
Guy by Sheffi eld Corporation Tramways & Motor.

  

 A similar design to the Guy FCX was developed by Karrier Motors of 
Huddersfi eld, which fi rm was honoured by Sheffi eld with vehicle requirements of 
both single deck and double deck types of model WL6. Two double deckers, 132, 
WE 200, chassis 45023 with Short Bros. H66R, and 133, WE1467, chassis 47002, 
with a Karrier-built body seating 60 arrived in 1927/28. A further Karrier, a single 
deck WL6 was No.127, WE 3169, chassis 42102, bodied by Hall Lewis seating 37, 
came in 1928. These were followed by two more WL6s, in 1929, 139, WE 3892. 
chassis 42108 and 140, CX 9598, chassis 42029. Both were single deck type bodied 
by Hall Lewis, to B37? and B40? respectively. 
 Although the Karriers were more numerous, their reliability regarding engine 
and transmission was lamentable. The only one to achieve any credibility was 
No.139, when chosen to be the “Guinea Pig” for oil engine trials in 1930. Mr Fearnley 
was a very early manager to promote the potential advantages of the oil engine, for 
economy in operation. Using a German Mercedes-Benz compression ignition unit, 
139 was converted from petrol power in 1930. Proving to be reasonably successful, 
the vehicle remained in stock until 1936. In contrast, the remainder of the Karrier 
fl eet were disposed of much earlier.

An evocative view in the 
background at Townhead 
Street depot, beyond the 
Roberts bodied AEC Regal 
AWA 996,  is a line up of 
Leyland Titanic buses, 
with Leyland, Cravens  
and Cowieson bodies. If 
the original of this picture 
is enlarged the identities of 
some of the buses is 
revealed – on the back 
row, against the wall of the 
garage on the extreme left 
is a Cravens bodied 
Titanic, second  left No.136 
(WE 4381) with Leyland 
lowbridge body, next to 
this can be seen 111 (WJ 
7039) the Cowieson 
example, beside which is 
one of the 106-110 
(Leyland bodied batch).   

(C.C.Hall Collection.) 
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Leyland Motors enter the six-wheeled bus market
 Leyland Motors Ltd, in reaction to this threat to their bus sales, was not slow 
to the apparent move towards the three-axle double decker. A design team was set 
the task of producing a similar chassis, to rival the two other models. Sales of the 
Leviathan had been very poor as opposed to its single deck equivalent, the Lion, 
which was selling very well at the time. The single deck LSC Lion came as standard 
with pneumatic tyres. Of course the Leviathan was equipped with solid tyres, and 
with a high frame and other mechanical features, like the AEC 504, was obsolescent.
 Mr.G.J.Rackham was appointed as Chief Engineer of Leyland Motors on 1st 
May 1926, on his return from the USA, and his fi rst task was to design and build 
the six cylinder “T” type engine and chassis. Rackham, having gained experience in 
the forward looking American bus manufacturing market, brought some refreshing 
ideas to the British manufacturing base; potentially, they would revolutionise the 
ageing British commercial vehicle market at that time.  Plans followed for various 
types of bodies for the new chassis, including a stepped low height double decker 
but, by August 1926, it was still undecided as to whether the double decker should 
be a four or six wheeler.  
 With the knowledge that Sheffi eld Corporation Tramways & Motors, and 
others, were seeking a double deck bus to achieve near to tram capacity, Leyland 
management would have been keen to fulfi l their requirements. No doubt A.R. 
Fearnley, as a keen supporter of Leyland products, would be suitably interested in a 
Leyland for his purposes. Equally, the Lancashire fi rm would be anxious to keep his 

The fi rst Titanic TT1 photographed in June 1927 near the Leyland works, with its “tram-
like” full height Leyland body for Demonstration use, registered TE 1128.

(BCVMT L004416 )
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custom, with the knowledge that Fearnley was a gentleman of high repute in 
Municipal circles and indeed was an adviser in Public Transport affairs; his advice 
was sought from a wide spectrum of operators.  
 It was decided that after the four wheeled double decker was designed would 
come the six wheeler, and the fi rst prototype chassis was completed in May 1927 
(chassis 60004). It was bodied the next month and featured a full height body, of 
maximum capacity with 72 seats and a tram-like rear end, with enclosed staircase - 
was this to suit Mr. Fearnley?  The bus had the “T” type 6.8 litre overhead camshaft 
six cylinder petrol engine and was registered TE 1128 and, after two days of testing, 
was sent straight to Sheffi eld for demonstration being set to work on the Manor Top 
to Darnall bus service, to meet the heavy demand. The bus completed over 1300 
miles and yielded a petrol consumption of 4.6mpg, on a very hilly route and being 
fully laden much of the time. There were few problems but, without a clutch brake 
and being fi tted with a new, heavier clutch, it was found diffi cult to change up a gear 
on hills – this was rectifi ed by fi tting the standard Titan clutch. The trials were 
successful as far as Sheffi eld were concerned and two further TT1 types with similar 
bodies were put on order.    
 The adoption of the distinctive “Titanic” name is perplexing, following the 
maritime disaster, but it was a chassis of very large proportions and the name fi tted 
well with the Titan and the “T” for the range. Rackham had never wanted a six 
wheeler and felt strongly that the Titan would suffi ce for the double decker market; 
he was later proved generally to be right. However, the management at Leyland did 
not wish to upset potentially important Municipal operators with their current “fad” 
for high capacity six wheelers, and this must have caused arguments at Leyland. 
Rackham left in early June 1928, before the two buses were delivered to Sheffi eld, 
and joined AEC. By that time he regarded the Titan front end design as being quite 
old fashioned and he brought a refreshing new look with the styling of the new AEC 
Regent double decker. 

After its fi rst trip on 
demonstration to Sheffi eld, 
which was extremely 
successful, TE 1128 went 
to Birmingham where it 
suffered all sorts of 
mechanical disasters, 
particularly with the 
engine.  It was considered 
that Birmingham, being 
strong AEC supporters, 
garage staff didn’t want a 
Leyland, and sabotage may 
have been at hand – as 

apparently happened when the TD1 demonstrator went to Birmingham in 1928 and was 
“tampered with” to spoil its performance!              (Mike Sutcliffe Collection)
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More Titanics
 With Sheffi eld’s order for two more Titanics Leyland Motors decided to build 
three, all in the Experimental Department (hence chassis numbers 75003-05), and all 
to a revised design to meet the Scotland Yard regulations requiring a maximum width 
of 7ft 2in. The fi rst two would go to Sheffi eld with bodies built to a width of 7ft 6in, 
and these would both be full height, dual entrance bodies, built by Short Bros, 
Rochester, with 59 seats (H31/28D) and would have “tram-like” rear ends. The third 
chassis was to be submitted to the Scotland Yard Authorities for approval. Both of 
the Sheffi eld vehicles were delivered in August 1928, after a long delay by the 
bodybuilders, and were numbered 134/5, WE 2921/2, (chassis 75003/4). 
 Evidently, the taste for the three axle double decker bus continued into the 
early and mid thirties. A solitary Titanic TT1 model was delivered in June 1929, very 
similar to 134/5 in general chassis design, 136, WE 4381, in fact the third re-designed 
chassis, number 75005, now featuring a low height Leyland-built dual entrance 

Right - A close up of one of the 
three the 7ft 2in “London 
chassis”, showing the 
additional brake  on the cardan 
shaft behind the gearbox. 
There were 3 brakes which 
required a foot pedal and two 
hand levers, as can be seen in 
the photo.  (BCVMT L005060)  

134, WE 2921, a “London” TT1  with Short Bros (to Leyland design)  H59D  body, 
with “tram-like” back end, 
photographed before delivery 
in Meadow Street, Leyland, 
just behind the Thurston Road 
canteen. (BCVMT L005208) 

Leyland Torque 44.indd   36Leyland Torque 44.indd   36 3/6/09   20:40:083/6/09   20:40:08



Summer 2009 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 44 37

body, to L61D specifi cation. It had been in 
use as a demonstrator for Leyland Motors. 
 Despite the outstanding performance 
put up by the large infl ux of Titans, 
Sheffi eld still continued the purchase of 
the Titanic model, into the mid thirties. In 
1932, fi ve TT2s with Leyland low height 
L59D were taken into stock. These were 
numbered 106-110, WJ 4606-4610, with 
chassis numbers in the new series starting 
at 100 in October 1931, numbers 1281-
1285, it is pertinent to mention that this 
quintet would be the last Titanic buses to 
have Leyland built bodies. 
 Following the 1932 purchase, a 
Scottish Show model, originally intended 
for service in Glasgow, was acquired in 
1933. The body for this 60 seater vehicle 
was built by Cowieson, Glasgow, to H34/
26R format. It is possible that Leyland 
frame work was utilised in this venture, 
as it was certainly similar in design to the 

Leyland “Hybridge” body.  On arrival at Sheffi eld it was numbered 111, WJ 7039, 
Chassis No.3060.

134, WE 2921, caught  in the early thirties 
on its return journey from Stocksbridge on 
service 57.                  (The late G.Bullock)

The third Sheffi eld Titanic received was 136 (WE 4981) in 1929. This view shows the 
Rackham feature of a low height sunken gangway body of Titan inspiration.  It was fi nished 
in the standard Prussian Blue and White livery.                                      (BCVMT L006340)
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108, WJ 4608, was photographed at Leyland, just in front of where the Day Continuation 
School was later built, its lowbridge body exaggerating its length. Note the opening front 
upper deck windows.                         (BCVMT L011752)

At the time the demonstrator was built for Glasgow there was a pre-occupation with positions 
for emergency exits. What a magnifi cent sight this vehicle must have been! It became 
WJ 7039 in the Sheffi eld fl eet.                                                                   (BCVMT L011909)
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A final order for Titanics is placed
 The intake of three-axle buses did not end there, for a great surprise ensued 
when Sheffi eld Corporation and the Joint Omnibus Committee (that incorporated 
LMS and LNE Railway interests) placed an order for fi fteen Titanic TT2c chassis. 
This particular order has always been a source of mystery and intrigue and hitherto, 
the LMS and LNE partners were never very keen on the Titanic concept. They arrived 
in 1935, ten for the “A” corporation fl eet and fi ve were for the Joint Committee “B” 

A rare in service photograph of a Sheffi eld 
Titanic, 10, WJ 4607, caught on a sunny day 
at the Norfolk Arms Public House terminus of 
the 54 Rivelin Dams service.  Evidently quite 
new, 107 was one of a batch of fi ve Titanic TT2 
models, Nos.106-110,  delivered in 1932.  They 
carried Leyland low height L59D bodies and 
the TT2 classifi cation is confi rmed by the semi-
fl oating rear axle confi guration. This delivery of 

fi ve Titanics were the last to be bodied at Leyland, probably because it was uneconomic to 
produce small quantities of non standard bodies.         (P.Fox Collection)

AWE 331, number 131 in the Category “B” fl eet, photographed in the snow in the 
winter of 1935 .The livery was a modifi ed version of the Prussian Blue and White 
style, lined in gold. This type of  Leyland Titanic TT2c was equipped with the 7.6 
litre petrol engine and Lysholm-Smith torque converter transmission. Poor hill 
climbing performance of this type was a bug bear to the drivers, and they were 
very quickly the nicknamed “Dragonfl ies”. The reason? - they dragged up each 
hill and fl ew down the other side!  The Cravens body was H60R.          (Cravens)
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fl eet. In the Joint fl eet here was one each for the LMS and LNE. And the Corporation 
interest in the “B” fl eet absorbed the remaining three. Cravens of Darnall, Sheffi eld 
were awarded the body contract; it was pretty obvious that Leyland had no interest in 
building small numbers of non standard Titanic bodywork, especially now that they 
were building the steel framed “V” fronted bodies.

 The chassis were surprisingly equipped 
with petrol engines, as from 1934 Sheffi eld, 
a pioneer operator of oil-engined buses, had 
taken no other petrol powered machines 
since the previous year. The inclusion of the 
Torque Converter transmission (a standard 
Sheffi eld specifi cation from 1934 on all 
Leyland buses apart from a lone “B” Titan 
TD3) served to make these Cravens H34/26R 
bodied machines very poor hill climbers. The 
high revving 7.6 litre petrol unit, combined 
with the “Gearless” system, resulted in very 
slow progress up steep hills. For the record, 
the “A” fl eet numbers were 251-160, AWE 

351-360, chassis 4956-4965, and 131-135, AWE 331-335, chassis 4951-4955, were in 
the “B” fl eet. Of great interest is that two of this latter batch of Cravens bodied TT2c 
Titanics replaced TT1s, 134/135, of 1928, by then nearly 7 years old and ready for 
replacement.

A rather poor, but rare picture in 
wartime, enlarged considerably from the 
background of a photo of a bombed AEC 
Regent.                    (CC Hall Collection)

Left - Close to the end of Titanic operation, 109, 
WJ 4609, displays its wartime livery of Grey and 
Cream. The scene is at Hillsborough in 1946, 
and withdrawal came in the summer of 1947.

(K.Beeden Collection)

Right - At Queens Road yard, AWE 353 number 353 in the Category “A” Fleet. It is 
captured here after withdrawal in December 1946, in wartime grey and cream livery. 
This was the last survivor of the ten Category “A” , Craven bodied TT2c batch, 251-260 
(AWE 351-360).                                                                                      (J.A.Hunt Collection)
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 Due to the 1939-45 hostilities, the 106-110, 111, and some of the 1935 
examples lasted until 1945-7, with 109 becoming the last survivor of all, withdrawn 
in 1947. Again, with hindsight, one would have expected that some or all of the 
later Titanic examples would have been fi tted with 8.6 oil engines, however, this 
does not seem to have taken place. This, I am sure, would have improved both the 
hill climbing performance and also the economy of the rather unpopular Titanic 
members of the Sheffi eld fl eet. 
 Interestingly, Sheffi eld operated 24 of the 47 of the models produced, quite 
remarkable!  By co-incidence, Doncaster Corporation, a near neighbour of Sheffi eld, 
took 10 examples of the Titanic from the mid to late thirties. Although the Titanic 
model was not a great seller in its time, the single deck three axle versions of the 
Tiger TS7T/D and TS8T/D (Trailing axle or Double driven axle) did sell reasonably 
well in the late thirties. Sadly, none of the Titanics survived long enough to enter 
the ranks of the preservation movement, although the shells of some of the Cravens 
examples did languish in a local scrap yard until 1950. If only !   One six wheeled 
Tiger does however remain.

136, WE 4381, was sold to W Alexander & Sons via Milburn Motors in 5/37 where it served 
for 5 more years, later going to Morrison, Tenby for another 5 years being withdrawn 1947.    

(AT Condie Collection)

Finally – A Mystery Titanic !
When looking through registration records I have come across another Titanic which has 
previously not been recorded, not in the PSV Circle list of Titanics nor chassis extracts 
from sales records!   It was fi rst registered by Leyland Motors Ltd in November 1932, as 
TF 9975, a model TT1, chassis 1576, and with 60 seats.  It was last licensed a month later, 
December 1932, and later scrapped.  Does any reader have any information on this vehicle 
please?  -  Ed.
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Leylands in Malta – From Tony Hall, Perry Barr
           As you know I am not really a lorry man but I did photograph a couple whilst 
I was in Malta in 2007.  Your plea in Torque No.42 prompted me to sort them out and 
send them to you.  EBB 794 looks like a typical 8 wheel tipper but what is CAG 162? 
I don’t ever recall seeing anything like it before – or since!!  Clearly it claims to be 
a Leyland and has “Landtrain” on the front mud fl ap.  It is left-hand drive and claims 
to have a Cummins (290?).  The fi gures 30 29 appear on the cab doors.  I’m sure that 
one of your readers will know what it is – I would also appreciate knowing how old 
such vehicles were and, if known, how many were built and where.  I photographed 
both vehicles in St Julians.
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Various subjects – From John Battersby, Bristol
 I was agreeably surprised to see my last letter to you in the Autumn Leyland 
Torque but now have my doubts about Shop Wagon No.45 when you see the photo 
of No.46.  As I said in my last letter I have been accumulating the names of the 
drivers when I was in the Transport Dept for nearly a year in 1957.  (Hopefully to be 
published when space permits – Ed.)   I have been in my loft again and included with 
this letter are some more miscellaneous bits and pieces.  I recall when I bumped into 
you in Leyland that one of your colleagues was interested in Transmotor and I have 
found my fi les for 1964/65.  I can understand that someone researching the history 
of Leyland has a very different agenda from an old employee carrying a lot of tread 
marks!!  However, if he (Ron, was this you?) is still interested and in the Bristol area 
he can certainly see them.  They cover my part in the termination of Leyland 
Portugesa Ltda, the formation of Transmotor, the Oporto tender and conclusion for 
90 Atlanteans and 45 Worldmasters, the vehicles ordered, the service problems etc.   
 With my wife, Valerie plus son Robert, then aged 6 months, we moved from 
our home in Accra direct to Lisbon without returning to England and lost all our 
baby clothes that did not turn up in Lisbon for another 6 months!  We went to Ashok 
Leyland from Portugal with a one month break whilst I recovered from jaundice.  On 
the day I left Transmotor I put a large box containing all my marked up service 
manuals for three years in Ghana by the door to load into my car and went back for 
another box, only to return and fi nd in the brief moments all my treasured records 
had been stolen!  (Note – John sent all sorts of interesting bits and pieces and it is hoped 
to include several as time goes on – Ed.)

The cab of this Comet was designed by the Leyland Engineering Department for production 
in Iran so that it could be manufactured without heavy pressing and all panels could be 
stretched over blocks.  It was a “mini Super Beaver” with artillery wheels and a strapped 
Comet rear axle to cope with overloading.         (BCVMT  L090549)
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National with Gardner Engine – From Maurice Doggett, Purley
 In Tim Moss’ letter on pages 44/45 of Torque No.43, he mentions that Eastern 
Counties fi tted Gardner engines experimentally to two of their Leyland Nationals, 
LN600 (WVF600S) and LN781 (DPW781T).  As far as LN600 is concerned, the bus 
had been involved in a fatal accident in January 1979 and it was decided to use the 
hulk for experiments in the installation of a Gardner 6HLX engine.  The experiment 
was seemingly successful and LN781 was selected for a similar installation.  Whilst 

DPW 781 with “snout”

DPW 781 rebuilt
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LN600 never saw further service, the bus being offi cially withdrawn in May 1980 
although still on Eastern Counties’ premises in June 1981, LN781 remained in the 
fl eet until with its Gardner unit, having been re-classifi ed LG781, until 1998.  The 
bus has been renumbered to 651 in January 1996.  
 I enclose two photographs, one showing the ‘snout’ when the bus was fi rst 
shown to the public at a rally at the Norfolk Showground on 12.9.82 and the second 
showing the Mark 2 front, which had been fi tted by July 1985.

Liverpool Titanic  –  From Simon Ryan, by email 
          As you may know I work for Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service and I recently 
found a reference to a Leyland Titanic bus being converted into a hose laying lorry 
for the Liverpool Auxiliary Fire Service in 1940, one of 8 buses to be so modifi ed.  
The registration given is KF 5022, handed over to the AFS July 1940.  I wonder if 
you or a fellow member could add any detail or indeed has a photo of this type of 
Leyland in  Liverpool’s service.  
Engine Numbers – From Eric J Muckley, Warrington    

 Enclosed is a photograph 
of what I consider the last true 
Leylands, the Cruisers – unlike 
the T45 Roadtrain they had a 
Leyland engine, the TL11, this 
being a development of the old 
O/690, which in turn had been 
an O/680 fi tted with a turbo.  
The only non-Leyland main 
component in these trucks was 
the gearbox, which could be 
either an Eaton Rangechange or 
a Spicer splitter and we had 
some of each.   F191 USC was 
the newest in a fl eet of 15 and was the fi rst one to have Leyland DAF on the makers 
plate.  I enjoyed driving these vehicles for 5 years after which they were replaced by 
ERFs.

Buses in Cheltenham, Victoria – From Jannes Nihof, Rijswijk, Holland 
          I send you some additional information and a question.  On page 45 of Torque 
No.41, Ventura, on the left is fl eet no.99, Leyland Tiger with PMC body B41D, 
chassis no. 8500411, body no.1503, registration no.2599 AO, new in 11/85;  on the 
right: fl eet no. 12 Leyland Tiger with PMC body B41D, formerly no.134, chassis 
no.TR 00031, body no.1753, registration no.2634 AO, new in 10/87.  I want to know 
something please about the Leyland Leopard chassis.  During some time a 10 speed 
splitter pneumocyclic gearbox was offered as an option.  Is this a real 10 speed 
gearbox or a 5 speed gearbox with a 2 speed rear axle?  I hope the information is 
useful to you and I hope also you can help me. Thank you very much.

Marks & Spencer, T45 Cruiser
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Irish Leylands – From Cyril McIntyre
 The centre pages photo in Torque No.43 is superb - the original photographer 
was S. L. Poole and it was taken in July 1941 - note the large load of luggage and 
parcels on the roof of the single decker. It is probably TI 2966 (GSR no.209), as there 
are two more photos in the same series showing this bus at Ennis, en route to 
Lisdoonvarna, suggesting that Poole travelled at least as far as Ennis on the 
Lisdoonvarna route.  Just a quick addendum to Food for Thought 144 - Galtee 
Coaches was the fl eetname used by Mulcahy of Mitchelstown.  Congratulations to 
Charles Watson on the two photos of Irish Leyland lorries on page 23 - more of these 
would be very welcome.

Wilkinsons – Beaver, not Bison  –  From Tony Holdsworth
 The recovery lorry on page 6 of Torque No.43, owned by Wilkinson, 
Edinburgh, was probably GG 7983, a Beaver TC6, chassis 1634, fi rst registered in 
7/32.  If so, it was delivered new to G & P Barrie, Glasgow with a fl at body. 

Sam Mather, also Wallwork Models  –  From Barry Rennison
 Samuel Ledgard (Sam) Mather, a long time employee of Leyland Motors, 
died at the end of March in South Africa.  He was the Hon. President of the Samuel 
Ledgard Society and Don Bate has written an obituary for the ‘Ledgard Chat’ 
magazine (unfortunately space does not permit its full inclusion here).  Both of 
Sam’s parents were heavily involved with the Ledgard bus company based in Leeds, 
hence his name.   Here is a photo of Sam with one of the Wallwork TD1 models 
given to Samuel Ledgard by Leyland Motors and the other picture is of a Wallwork 
model of one of the LSC1 Lions in the same set, held by Sam Ledgard’s granddaughter, 
Jenny Barron.  Both models are in the custody of members of the Ledgard family 
and the photos are by Tony Greaves.
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Unusual Cub –   From Phil Toms
          Please fi nd attached a photo, which may be of interest to readers, of a Leyland 
Cub SKP2 taken outside Massey’s Enfi eld Street works in 1936 just prior to delivery.  
It was ordered by Box & Sons of Dewsbury, but Yorkshire Woollen acquired their 
business hence the YWD livery.

Shop Wagons – From Peter Greaves
          Thanks for another great issue of Torque.  You may like to know that, on page 
12 of Torque No.43, - Bison TSC16, 303346, ETD 551 has also elsewhere been 
quoted as a Beaver, and - Beaver TEC4, 303347, ETD 552 has also been quoted 
elsewhere as a Steer.  (Neil Steele can put the record straight once and for all so that 
history does not get altered! -  ETD 551 was defi nitely a Bison, one of only two built.   The 
second chassis is believed to have been dismantled or may have been re-engined into a 
TSC18 Beaver variant for Works Transport?  The TEC4, ETD 552, was defi nitely a Steer, 
the name being fi rst used on the radiator of the TEC3 for Blythe & Berwick (1928) Ltd.  
Our Steer article in Society Journal No.11 will also clarify all this).

(We have again had a good response with letters – thank you! –  and some have again 
been held over – please keep them coming, the more the merrier! – Ed)

COVER PICTURES

Front Cover
 The Leyland Paint & Varnish Company used Leyland products for their vans 
in the 1930s, usually very brightly coloured.  This Leyland Cub SKG1 was no.8 in 
their fl eet, TJ 1871, and was photographed on the 1st March 1935.  (BCVMT L015492)

Back Cover
 This busy street scene in Lincoln was taken in February 1939, with the famous 
Stone Bow arch in the background.  In the foreground, behind the Morris Eight 
tourer, is an all-Leyland Titan TD5, chassis 17544, no.55 in the City of Lincoln fl eet, 
AFE 373, with H30/25R body.  The bus was withdrawn in 1955.  Behind is no.4, VL 
1262, Leyland Lion LT1, 50319, with Bracebridge B32R body, new 1929.  The Lion 
appears to have an LT2 or LT3 type radiator but is this just an optical illusion?

(BCVMT L023358)
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Opinions and views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Society, its 
offi cers nor the Editor. The Editor would be pleased if members could bring to his attention 
any errors. Every effort is made to give due credit for all photographs and material used. 
Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, then the Editor must be informed to 
enable acknowledgement to be made. Under the Data Protection Act 1984, the Society gives 
notice that membership records, Leyland Vehicle Register details and Leyland Torque dispatch 
information are held on a data base. The Society undertakes that this information is not divulged 
to any outside agency or individual.
This issue of Leyland Torque has been produced by Mike Sutcliffe, with additional help from 
Neil Steele, Ron Phillips and Gary Dwyer. Distribution by Alexandra Phillips. It was printed by 
Go  Colour, West Yorkshire. Items for inclusion in the Autumn 2009 issue should be sent to the Editor by 
20th July 2009, please.

LEYLAND TORQUE

THE  LEYLAND  METAL  FRAMED  BODY

Oldham Corporation Passenger Transport had a large fl eet of Leyland Titans in 
the 1930s most of which had bodies built by Roe and English Electric.  However, 
in 1938, they received a batch of six Leyland Titan TD5s, with chassis 17518-23, 
numbered 174-79, ABU 859-64, with Leyland “Hybridge” 56-seater bodies.  The 
typical pre-War Bailey body type of emergency exit can be clearly seen, also the 
offside destination box which was a common sight in the 1930s.  All six buses were 
withdrawn in 1956/57 and were sold to Bird’s of Stratford-upon-Avon, where they 
were scrapped.                           (BCVMT L021183)
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
Available from The Leyland Society, "Sunnyside", Whitchurch Road,

Aston, Nantwich, CW5 8DB. Cheques made payable to
“The Leyland Society Ltd.” please. Prices include P&P.

The Leyland Buses of Wigan Corporation,..............£7.95
The Leyland Buses of Southport Corporation, ........£7.95
The Ribble Double Deck Coaches, .........................£8.95
The Leyland Buses of Leigh Corporation, ...............£8.95
Leyland Fire Engines, 1930-1942............................£8.95
The Leyland Buses of Burnley, Colne & Nelson......£8.95

NEW TITLES
The Leyland Buses of Plymouth City Transport

NOW AVAILABLE,  48pp. Colour laminated cover, Expected price £8.95
Leyland Fire Engines.   1942-1960

To follow as soon as time permits.  48pp Fully illustrated and 
with a colour laminated cover.  Expected price £8.95

See the Society website for our other items for sale

BUS & COACH
PRESERVATION

Available from good newsagents.
Price £3.75

or E-mail presbusps@aol.com

Tel: 023 9265 5224

Hon. PRESIDENT To be appointed

Hon. VICE PRESIDENTS Gordon Baron, 44 Rhoslan Park,
76 Conwy Road, Colwyn Bay LL29 7HR

John D. Bishop, 10 Betley Hall Gardens, 
Betley, nr. Crewe, Cheshire, CW3 9BB

Neil D. Steele, 18 Kingfisher Crescent, 
Cheadle, Staffordshire, ST10 1RZ

CHAIRMAN, BCVM LIAISON Ron Phillips, 16 Victoria Avenue,
‘FLEET BOOKS’ EDITOR Grappenhall, Warrington, WA4 2PD

EDITOR and SECRETARY Mike A Sutcliffe MBE, ‘Valley Forge’
213 Castle Hill Road, Totternhoe, 
Dunstable, Beds LU6 2DA

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY David J. Moores, 10 Lady Gate, 
Diseworth, Derby DE74 2QF

TREASURER David E.Berry, 5 Spring Hill Close,
VEHICLE REGISTRAR Westlea, Swindon, Wilts, SN5 7BG

WEBMASTER John Woodhouse

CHASSIS RECORDS Don Hilton, 79 Waterdell, Leighton  
Buzzard, Beds. LU7 3PL

COMMITTEE MEMBERS David L. Bishop, ‘Sunnyside’ Whitchurch 
Road, Aston, Nantwich, CW5 8DB

Gary Dwyer, 8 St Mary’s Close, West St.
Sompting, Lancing, W. Sussex  BN15 0AF

John Howie, 37 Balcombe Gardens, 
Horley, Surrey, RH6 9BY

Terry Spalding, 5 Layton Avenue, 
Mansfield, Notts. NG18 5PJ

MEMBERSHIP
Subscription levels are £24 per annum (Family £28), £30 for EEC members, £35 (in Sterling) for
membership outside the EEC.  Anyone joining after 1st January and before 31st July will have
their membership carried over to the next 31st July, ie up to 19 months This is good value for
money and new members are welcomed.  Application forms are available from the Membership
Secretary or via www.leylandsociety.co.uk
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